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	FREE BONUS FROM HBA: EBOOK BUNDLE

	Greetings!

	First, thank you for reading our books.

	Now, we invite you to join our VIP list. As a welcome gift we offer the History & Mythology eBook Bundle below for free. Plus, you can be the first to receive new books and exclusives!

	Remember it’s 100% free to join.

	Simply click the link below to join.
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	https://www.subscribepage.com/hba

	Keep up to date with us on:

	YouTube: History Brought Alive

	Facebook: History Brought Alive

	www.historybroughtalive.com
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A Note for Parents & Teachers
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	Welcome — and happy 250th!

	This book was written to be read two ways. A confident reader aged 8 to 12 can enjoy it solo, chapter by chapter. And it works wonderfully as a read-aloud for younger children, a chapter or a section at a time — the sections are short on purpose, each one a complete story with a natural stopping point.

	A few features to know about:

	Fascinating Facts! boxes close every chapter with the kind of amazing-but-true details kids love to repeat at the dinner table. Repeating facts out loud is how kids make knowledge their own — encourage it, even the tenth time!

	What Would You Do? questions put your child inside each moment of history. There are no wrong answers. These make great conversation starters in the car, at bedtime, or in the classroom. Listen for their reasoning — that's the muscle being exercised.

	The Big Lesson ends each chapter with one line worth remembering. Together, the fifteen lessons add up to something like a character curriculum drawn from American history itself: courage, honesty, teamwork, persistence, fairness, and hope.

	A word on the hard parts. This book tells the whole story — including slavery, the Trail of Tears, the Holocaust, and Japanese American internment — honestly but at a child's level: truthful about what happened, careful about how it is shown, and always anchored to the heroes who resisted and the repairs that followed. Children are remarkably capable of handling true history when it is offered with warmth and hope. If a chapter sparks big questions, wonderful: the "What Would You Do?" prompt in that chapter is a good place to take the conversation.

	The chapters run in time order and build on one another (watch for characters who reappear!), but each also stands alone, so feel free to follow your child's interests — straight to the Moon chapter, if that's where the excitement is. The timeline at the back helps kids fit any chapter into the bigger 250-year picture, and the Sources by Chapter section offers next steps for young historians who want more.

	One last suggestion: when you finish, ask your reader the question the book ends on — what will YOU add to the next 250 years? You may be surprised by the answer. We wrote this book hoping to be surprised by a whole generation of answers.

	Now — the time machine is boarding. Enjoy the ride together.



	
Introduction

	[image: Image]

	Happy 250th Birthday, America!
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	Marching for freedom: "The Spirit of '76."

	Do you know anyone who is 250 years old?

	Probably not! People don't live that long. But countries do. And this year, America is turning 250 years old.

	That's right. In 1776, a brand-new country was born. It was small. It was in trouble. Almost nobody thought it would survive.

	But it did survive. It grew and grew. And along the way, some AMAZING things happened.

	There were secret midnight rides. There were brave explorers who walked across mountains. There was a railroad that crossed a whole continent. There were inventors who made light bulbs and flying machines. There was even a rocket that flew all the way to the Moon!

	This book is full of those stories. Real stories. True stories. Stories about real kids, real heroes, and real adventures.

	Some of the people in this book were rich and famous. But most of them were ordinary people, just like you and me. Farmers. Teachers. Kids. People who saw something wrong and tried to fix it. People who had a big dream and never gave up.

	That's the secret of America's story. It wasn't built by superheroes. It was built by regular people who did brave things.

	In this book, we will travel through all 250 years. We will start at the very beginning, with a king, some tea, and a big splash. We will end on the Moon — and even further!

	Along the way, you will find Fascinating Facts in every chapter. You will also find a special question called "What Would You Do?" There are no wrong answers. Just imagine you were there, and see what YOU would choose.

	Are you ready?

	Then hop aboard. Our time machine is leaving right now.

	Next stop: the year 1773. Bring a warm coat. It's a cold night in Boston... and something BIG is about to happen.

	



	
Chapter One
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	A Nation Is Born
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	SPLASH! The Sons of Liberty dump the king's tea, December 1773. 

	The King Across the Sea

	A long time ago, America wasn't a country yet.

	It was a group of thirteen colonies. A colony is a place that belongs to another country. And these thirteen colonies belonged to Britain — and to Britain's king.

	The king was named King George the Third. He lived far, far away, across a whole ocean. If you wanted to sail from America to see him, it would take six whole weeks. That's longer than your summer holiday!

	The king had never even visited America. Not once. But he still made all the big rules.

	And some of his rules were not fair.

	The king needed money. So, he made a rule: every time Americans bought things — paper, glass, paint, and especially tea — they had to pay him extra coins. This extra money was called a tax.

	The Americans said, "Wait a minute. That's not fair! We never agreed to this. We don't even get a vote!"

	They had a special saying: "No taxation without representation!" That's a big phrase, but it means something simple: Don't take our money if you won't listen to our voices.

	The king said, "Too bad. Pay up."

	The Americans got angrier. And angrier. And ANGRIER.

	Something was about to boil over. And strangely enough, it all started with... tea.

	The Big Tea Party (That Wasn't Really a Party)

	It was a cold December night in 1773, in the city of Boston.

	The harbor was dark and quiet. Three big British ships floated by the dock. Inside them sat 342 giant chests, all packed full of tea.

	Suddenly, shadows began to move.

	A secret group called the Sons of Liberty was sneaking toward the ships. Some were grown men. Some were teenagers. They wore disguises so nobody would know their faces.

	Quietly, they climbed aboard.

	Then they got to work. They grabbed the heavy chests, dragged them to the side of the ship, and pushed.

	SPLASH!

	Another chest. SPLASH!

	And another, and another. SPLASH! SPLASH! SPLASH!

	For three hours, they dumped chest after chest into the sea. By the time they finished, all 342 chests were floating in the harbor. The water turned brown, like one giant cup of cold tea.

	They didn't hurt anyone. They didn't steal anything. They even swept the ship decks clean before they left! They just wanted to send the king one loud, clear message:

	We will not be pushed around anymore.

	When the king heard the news, he was furious. He stomped and shouted. He sent soldiers to Boston. He closed the harbor so no ships could bring food or supplies.

	He thought he could scare the Americans into giving up.

	He was very, very wrong.

	The Shot Heard Round the World

	The king's soldiers marched through the colonies in their bright red coats. People called them Redcoats.

	The Americans began to get ready. Farmers and shopkeepers practiced marching with their own muskets. They called themselves Minutemen, because they promised to be ready to fight in just one minute.

	Then came the night of April 18, 1775.

	A man named Paul Revere got a secret signal: the Redcoats were coming! They were marching to the towns of Lexington and Concord to take away the Americans' weapons.

	Paul Revere jumped on his horse and rode into the night. He galloped from town to town, banging on doors and shouting his warning. Other riders joined him, spreading the news in every direction.

	Thanks to those midnight riders, the Minutemen were ready.

	At sunrise, on the town green of Lexington, the two sides faced each other. Nobody knows who pulled the trigger first. But a shot rang out — and the American Revolution began.

	People call it "the shot heard round the world." Why? Because what started that morning would change not just America, but the whole world.

	The Declaration of Independence

	The fighting spread. The thirteen colonies had a big choice to make.

	Should they stay with the king? Or should they break away and become their own country?

	In the hot summer of 1776, leaders from all the colonies met in Philadelphia. They argued and talked and argued some more. Finally, they made their choice.

	Freedom.

	A quiet young man named Thomas Jefferson was given a very important job: write it all down. He sat at a small desk and wrote one of the most famous sentences in history:

	"All men are created equal."

	That means nobody is born better than anyone else. Not even a king.

	The paper was called the Declaration of Independence. On July 4, 1776, the leaders agreed to it. One by one, they signed their names. A man named John Hancock signed his name extra BIG — so big, he joked, that the king could read it without his glasses!

	Signing was very brave. If America lost the war, every man who signed could be punished by the king.

	But they signed anyway.

	Bells rang out across Philadelphia. People cheered in the streets. America had just declared its own birthday: the Fourth of July, 1776.

	That's why this year — 250 years later — we are still celebrating. Every firework you see on the Fourth of July is a birthday candle for America.

	What Happened to the Signers?

	Here's a question people don't ask enough: what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of Independence?

	Remember, signing that paper was like signing a dare to the most powerful king on Earth. Every signer knew the risk. Benjamin Franklin even made a joke about it. "We must all hang together," he said, "or most assuredly, we shall all hang separately!" (Get it? Stick together — or else!)

	The king's army really did go after them. Some signers had their houses burned down. Some lost their ships, their farms, and their fortunes. A few were captured and locked up. Many spent the whole war hiding their families from danger.

	But here's the amazing part: not one single signer ever took back his signature. Not one.

	And it wasn't only men who showed that kind of courage. While John Adams was away helping write the Declaration, his wife Abigail Adams ran the family farm, raised the children, melted her own spoons to make musket balls — and wrote her husband brilliant letters full of advice. In her most famous letter, she told him: when you make the new laws, "Remember the Ladies"! Don't give husbands unlimited power, she warned, or the ladies might start a rebellion of their own.

	Abigail was about 150 years ahead of her time. Women wouldn't win the right to vote until 1920. But her letters show us something important: from the very first day, Americans were already asking, "Does 'all men are created equal' really mean ALL of us?"

	That question would echo through the next 250 years — and through the rest of this book.

	The Bell That Rang for Freedom

	Every birthday needs a bell — and America's most famous bell has quite a story. Meet the Liberty Bell!

	The bell was made in 1752 for the Pennsylvania State House in Philadelphia — the very building where, years later, the Declaration of Independence would be signed. (Today we call that building Independence Hall.) The bell weighs over 2,000 pounds — as much as a small car! — and around its top runs a message from the Bible: "Proclaim LIBERTY throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof."

	Liberty for ALL the inhabitants. Remember those words. They'll matter.

	Now, here's the embarrassing part. The bell CRACKED the very first time it was tested! BONNNK. Philadelphia's leaders were not pleased. Two local workers named Pass and Stow melted it down and recast it — twice — until it finally rang properly. (Even famous bells need a few tries. Sound familiar, Edison fans?)

	For years, the bell rang to call meetings and celebrate big news. Legend says it rang out on July 8, 1776, when the Declaration of Independence was read aloud to the people of Philadelphia for the first time, while crowds cheered and tossed their hats.

	During the Revolution, the bell had its own adventure. In 1777, the British army was marching toward Philadelphia — and everyone knew what soldiers did with captured bells: melted them down to make cannons! So patriots loaded the giant bell onto a wagon, buried it under hay, and smuggled it 60 miles to a church in Allentown, where it hid under the floorboards until the danger passed. A two-thousand-pound secret!

	Sometime in the 1800s, the bell cracked again — and this time, the famous zigzag crack could not be fixed. The Liberty Bell rang its last clear note long ago.

	But here's the wonderful twist: the silent, cracked bell became more powerful than ever. In the years before the Civil War, abolitionists fighting against slavery noticed those words on the bell — liberty for ALL the inhabitants — and made the bell their symbol. They're actually the ones who gave it the name "Liberty Bell"! Later, women fighting for the right to vote used the bell as their symbol too.

	Today the Liberty Bell sits in Philadelphia, crack and all, where millions of visitors come to see it every year. It doesn't ring anymore. It doesn't need to. Its message rings just fine on its own.

	And maybe that's the perfect symbol for America: not flawless — cracked, even — but still standing, still proclaiming liberty, and still working on that beautiful promise: for ALL the inhabitants.

	Fascinating Facts!

	
		The tea dumped into Boston Harbor would be worth more than one million dollars today. That's a lot of soggy tea!

		Paul Revere never actually shouted "The British are coming!" He had to be quiet so the Redcoat soldiers wouldn't catch him.

		The youngest person to sign the Declaration of Independence was 26 years old. The oldest, Benjamin Franklin, was 70.

		July 4, 1776 wasn't when the war ended. The fighting went on for seven more years before America truly won its freedom.



	What Would You Do?

	Imagine you lived in Boston in 1773. Your friends are sneaking off to dump the king's tea into the sea. If they're caught, they could go to jail. Would you join them, keep watch from the dock, or stay safely at home?

	The Big Lesson: Standing up for what's fair takes courage — even when you're standing up to a giant.
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