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				Note To Readers.

				The information provided in this book is designed to provide helpful information on the subjects of water management. This book is a reference guide presented solely for educational and entertainment purposes. The author and publisher are not offering it as professional services advice. While best efforts have been used in preparing this book, the author and publisher make no representations or warran-ties of any kind and assume no liabilities of any kind with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents and specifically disclaim any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness of use for a particular purpose. No warranties or guarantees are expressed or implied by the publisher’s choice to in-clude any of the content in this volume. Neither the publisher nor the individual author shall be liable for any physical, psychological, emotional, financial, or commercial damages, including, but not limited to, special, incidental, consequential or other damages. Our views and rights are the same: You are respon-sible for your own choices, actions, and results. 

				References are provided for informational purposes only and do not constitute endorsement of any web-sites or other sources. Readers should be aware that the websites listed in this book may change.
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				"Water is the driving force of all nature."

				- Leonardo da Vinci

			

		

	
		
			
				Dear Reader

				“Thanks for purchasing this book. 

				If you found the information in this book helpful, then please consider leaving an honest review on your favorite store. 

				It would be greatly appreciated.”
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				Rainwater is a fantastic resource, but we urge the reader to be very cautious when it comes to the potability aspect of water harvested from a roof. Factors like roof surface, the local environ-ment and presence of industrial plants in your area, will all affect your water quality and the smart option is to test your water before you deem it safe for drinking.

				New Projects And Common Sense

				• Safety is everything! Whether you dig, in-stall, buy, modify or remove, remember to use your common sense and to put safety first. 

				Safety applies not just to you, but to children, visitors, workers, livestock, pets and wild ani-mals.

				• Follow local laws and regulations and avoid unwanted attention. Keep everything legal and obtain permits where needed. 

				You have enough on your plate as it is.

				• Buy quality. If it sounds too cheap, it proba-bly is. Avoid tanks, filters and pumps imported from countries known for their cheap prices. Why take a chance on something that's func-tion is to keep you alive? 

				Example: Use Schedule 40 PVC pipe and avoid the thinner, cheaper selections. 
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				• Every storage container, no matter how big or small, must be food grade quality or have a food grade liner on the inside. 

				Don't use any container that was previously used for chemical storage.

				• Know how to repair and maintain all systems related to water on your property.

				Keep spare parts.

				• Always have a backup plan. Pumps use elec-tricity. What will you do when there’s no power? Be prepared for any worst-case scenario.

				• Test your water! 

				Whether from a lake, river, well or rooftop, al-ways have it tested. 

				If unsure about the presence of pathogens, boil it. Never assume anything. Always have a water test kit at hand. They are reliable, inex-pensive and simple to use. 

				When in doubt, test first!

				• Make nice with your neighbors. 

				Communities create a network of trust and co-operation. Try to find like-minded people in the community and reach out to them. 

				This is not just about getting, but also about giving.

				• Research. 

				Don't take resources for granted. Use the web-sites provided by government agencies that are responsible for environmental protection, dis-ease control and water management. 
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				Collecting rainwater makes sense on so many levels and it is an obvious choice whether you live in the city or out in the coun-try. 

				A big benefit of rainwater is the fact that it’s free of minerals and salts that cause corro-sion in appliances. This is the very reason we sometimes refer to it as “soft” water. Moving outdoors, we see that gardens thrive under rainwater for it contains nitrates and has a nearly neutral (slightly acidic) pH. 

				To benefit from this method and to join the long line of rain harvesters before us, we sim-ply have to look up to the sky, to our roofs. Most roofs are already fitted with gutters and spouts which make them perfect for water harvesting. Take a walk around your house 

			

		

		
			
				Collection & Storage Of Rainwater

				Rainwater is free, easy to collect and useful for various purposes. Under the right condi-tions it can provide enough water for a small household or garden.

				It is however, dependent on weather cycles and therefore it is generally not enough for large-scale irrigation.

				Boiling of rainwater gets rid of pathogens. 

				Filtration gets rid of chemicals, dirt and mold.
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				and other structures on your property. Exam-ine the roof and gutters, checking for type of material used, the condition they are in and making notes of where your gutter down-spouts are. 

				If you are not familiar with the workings of pipes, fittings, pumps and water flow, consult a local plumber in your area to assist or, at the very least, to discuss your options with. Learn-ing about plumbing is fun and it is also a very rewarding skill that you will use many times over. 

				Inspect the ground around your house for stability and make sure that areas under downspouts are clear and level. Locate your storm-water drain and determine how over-flow from tanks will reach the drain. 

				Make a list of all the areas on your land that you want to supply with rainwater. Be creative, but also be realistic. A simple system is less likely to break down and requires less main-tenance. When dealing with rainwater we will identify three components that deserve our attention.

				The collection area. The roof functions as the collection area and basically the larger the roof area, the more water you can harvest.

				The conveyance system. The gutters, down-spouts and piping function as the conveyance system.

				Storage facilities. Water barrels and tanks function as your storage facilities. Remem-ber that all water collected should still first be treated before consumption.
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