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    "Genuine repentance is continued. A true believer will repent until the day he dies. A believer should never cease to repent, because he never ceases to sin."


- Charles Spurgeon
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Gospel According to Matthew

Introduction


[image: ]


Before his conversion, Matthew the son of Alphaeus collected taxes in Capernaum on behalf of the Romans. At that time his name was Levi, Mark 2:14. The Lord commanded him to follow him, and he did. It is probable that he changed his name after this; Matthew means "gift of God". He had been a servant of the greatest earthly kingdom known up to that time, the Roman Empire. It is fitting, then, that his Gospel has much to tell us of a much greater empire, the kingdom of God.

The first Gospel records a high percentage of Jesus' teachings. More than half consists of his parables and sayings. The people continually marveled at his teaching; 7:28, 13:54, 22:33. Apart from its introduction and conclusion, the Gospel can be divided into five sections, each of which ends with words such as, "when Jesus had finished all these words," See 7.28, 11.1, 13.53, 19.1, 26.1.

It is almost certain that Matthew wrote his Gospel for the Jews. To them, the humiliation, rejection and death of Jesus was a real stumbling block. They had been waiting for one who would deliver them militarily and politically, Luke 24:21. Matthew set out to show that Jesus was truly their Messiah. Chapter 1 shows that His genealogy was accurate; He was entitled to the promises of Abraham and the throne of David. Chapter 2 shows that His childhood was in complete agreement with the Old Testament. 

Chapter 3 shows that the prophesied forerunner had already come. Chapter 4 shows that His temptation proved that He was capable of reigning. Chapters 5 through 7 detail the principles under which He would rule. Chapters 8 and 9 record the fulfillment of the messianic signs of Isaiah 35 and 61. All the important events of Jesus' life took place to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies. Ten times Matthew uses words like "that the prophets might be fulfilled". 

Note the expression, "From that time Jesus began" in 4:17 and 16:21. Broadly speaking, then, the Gospel consists of three parts: an introduction from 1:1 to 4:16; the ministry of Jesus from 4:17 to 16:20; and, his path of suffering and glory, from 16:21 to 28:20.
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Chapter 1

The Birth of Jesus Christ
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Three times reference is made to Mary giving birth to a son, 1:21, 23, 25. A woman had played a role in making man a sinner, Genesis 3; a woman played a role in bringing him a Savior. The child, 2.11, was Mary's son, 1.25, the fruit of her womb, Luke 1.25. But twice it is emphasized that this child was of the Holy Spirit, 1.18, 20, which he had to be, because he was God, 1.23. We do not understand how legitimate and holy humanity was united in one person with the eternal Godhead, 11.27, 1 Timothy 3.16. But we gladly believe that which we do not explain, for God has revealed it "to us and to our children forever," Deuteronomy 29.29. 

In becoming flesh, John 1.14, the eternal Word continued to be what he had always been, but at the same time became what he never was. Melchizedek, a type of Christ, was "without father, without mother," Heb. 7.3. The Lord Jesus was made man and as such had no father, 1.18; he was God and as such had no mother. 

The holiness of the child was assured by the Holy Spirit. Jesus came in the flesh, 

1 John 4.2, but was sent only in the likeness of sinful flesh, Romans 8.3. He partook of our human nature but not of our sinful nature. Mary was imperfect and needed a Savior, Luke 1.47, but the Holy Spirit could "bring a clean thing out of an unclean thing", Job 14.4 (in the Modern Version, etc.). 

"A good name is of more value than great riches," Proverbs 22.1. The Lord would be known by two good names, 1.21, 23, and Luke tells us of a third. 

He would be called the Son of God, Luke 1:35, 

For what it had always been. 

He would be called Immanuel, 1.23, for what he became. 

He would be called Jesus, 1.21, because of what He was going to do. 

Isaac, "laughter," was named before his birth because of something his father had done, Gen. 17:17 to 19, but Jesus received his name before he was born because of something he himself was going to do. He was going to save, 1.21. 

"The days of his flesh," Hebrews 5.7, began with the huge step from the high throne of God down into the womb of a woman, and would end with yet another step down into the unfathomable depths of the suffering of the cross, Matthew 26.38,39, 27.46.
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Chapter 2 

Born King
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The little child Jesus is the center of interest in the whole chapter. Every time mention is made of the child and his mother together, He is given first place, 2.11, 13, 20,21. Once Jesus is presented as the leader in 2.6, Herod is not mentioned again as the king; compare 2.13 with 2.7, 12,13, 15, 16, 19,22. The rightful "king of the Jews" had arrived!

The little child was at the same time the object of Satan's interest. Revelation pulls the curtain aside and shows that the devil was the real instigator of Herod's attempt to kill the child. The "dragon" was in expectation of devouring the child "as soon as he was born", Revelation 12:4. From the beginning Satan has been dedicated to thwarting God's purposes in Christ. God originally revealed that the Deliverer to come would be of the seed of the woman, and therefore the devil set out to corrupt and destroy her seed. Satan used Eve's firstborn to kill her second son, but God responded with Seth, Genesis 3.15, 4.1 to 8.25. Then the devil was the mastermind behind an attack against "the daughters of men," in order to corrupt their seed, Genesis 6.1, 2, Jude 6, but God responded with the flood.

God later revealed that the Deliverer would be from the seed of Abraham. The serpent tried to corrupt it by the machinations of the flesh, Genesis 16, but God responded with Isaac. The Pharaohs were the next unnoticed tools to attack the seed of Abraham, but God responded with Moses, Exodus 1 to 14. God had also implied that the Deliverer would be from the tribe of Judah, Genesis 49:10, and later, when one from that royal tribe was highlighted, the devil used the envious Saul to make several attempts on young David's life, "but God did not give him into his hand," 1 Samuel 23:14.

Then it was made known that the Deliverer would be of the seed of David, 

From among his many sons, David chose Solomon, 1 Kings 1.17. Satan attacked through Adonijah but to no effect, 1 Kings 1. The devil made another attempt against David's seed 150 years later through Athaliah, but God presented the infant Joash, 2 Kings 11.Like so many before him, Herod played the role of the serpent's seed, but Mary's son was irrevocably destined for God's throne, Rev. 12.5.
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Chapter 3 

The Baptism of Christ
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John's message was as simple as his clothing and diet, 3.2, 4. He took as his commands the words of Isaiah the prophet, and thus fearlessly announced the requirement to repent, Matthew 3.3, Isaiah 40.3, John 1.23, 

Three different classes were presented for baptism. There was the vast multitude of 3.5, 6. Great numbers of people flocked from the city of Jerusalem, the province of Judea, and the banks of the Jordan. Among the crowd were publicans and harlots who believed the preaching of John the Baptist, 21:32. They came with genuine repentance, and confession of their sins accompanied their baptism. 

There was a considerable group in 3:7-12, composed of Pharisees and Sadducees. Among them were many hypocrites who took refuge in their national privileges and saw no need for personal repentance. John had some stern things to say to them without reservation. 

There was the lone person, 3:13 to 17. "Then Jesus came". Unlike the crowd, He manifested no signs of repentance. He confessed nothing because there were no actions for Him to regret, no words of His to retract, no thoughts for which to be ashamed. Little wonder, then, that John doubted that he should baptize him. Nevertheless, it was fitting that Christ should identify himself with his people, 3.15. 

The Spirit descended and came upon Him. As the offering baked in a frying pan was kneaded with oil, Leviticus 2:5, so the beginning and character of Christ's human nature depended on the Holy Spirit, 1:18, 20, of whom the oil is recognized as a symbol. As the oil was then poured upon the offering, Leviticus 2.6, so the Lord was anointed on this occasion with the Holy Spirit, Acts 10.38. 

With words that echoed messianic prophecies - Psalm 27 and Isaiah 42:1 - God testified that He was pleased with His beloved Son. The same words would be heard again on the Mount of Transfiguration, 17:5. On the second occasion, the Father would declare His satisfaction with the Savior's public ministry; at the Jordan, He declared His entire pleasure with the years of privacy in Nazareth. 

Blessed is our Savior: in public and in private, always perfect!
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Chapter 4.1 to 18 

The Temptation of the Messiah


[image: ]


The devil's purpose was to dissuade Jesus from His messianic mission as it had been established for Him by God's will. The popular image of the coming Messiah was one of a military deliverer who would bring Israel to safety and establish a great earthly empire with Israel as its center. God's program for the Messiah also ended in a throne, but by passing through a cross, Luke 24:26. The wilderness temptations would make clear what kind of Messiah Jesus was.

Satan first attempted to drive in the point of his wedge. Without making any reference to Christ's mission, he launched his attack with the apparently unrelated subject of food, 4.3. It was not admissible, Satan implied, that the King of Israel should starve in the wilderness; surely he could avail himself of his Messianic powers to meet his modest needs! The question, however, extended far beyond stones and bread. If the devil could persuade Jesus to act independently of God's will in a small matter, it was likely that he would later succeed in doing so in larger matters, such as the cross.

The relevance of the second temptation was more obvious. If Jesus, in response to Satan's skillful use of Psalm 91:11, 12, had thrown himself from the pinnacle of the temple, the crowd of parishioners in the courtyard below would have served as sure witnesses. Seeing his descent amidst angelic escort, they would recognize the Lord who would have come "suddenly to his temple", Malachi 3.1. He could have gained immediate followers if only he had conformed to the popular concept of the Messiah, offering some shocking spectacle.

Finally the devil cast aside all disguise and manifested himself openly. He blatantly offered Jesus all the kingdoms of the earth in exchange for his homage. To compromise with Him, Satan reasoned, was a small price to pay to get Golgotha out of the way. The Son of Man could enter His glory without suffering! But Jesus' future path had already been chosen. The path laid down by God was more costly, but it was the one He was going to take. 

Jesus defeated the devil with three quotes from the last of the five books of Moses. Like David, he carried five "stones" but needed only one, 1 Samuel 17:40, 49.
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Chapter 4.11 to 25 

Leaving
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The passage relates four instances of leaving something. Satan left the Lord, 4:11; Jesus left Nazareth, 4:13; Peter and Andrew left their nets, 4:20; James and John left their boat, 4:22.

Satan left the Lord because he had been defeated. He had run out of ammunition. He had performed every form of temptation, Luke 4 13, but none of his fiery darts had succeeded in discovering combustible material in the Lord Jesus! In the Jordan Jesus had fulfilled all righteousness, 3.15, and in the wilderness He had resisted every temptation. Having bound the strong man, Jesus proceeded to plunder his goods, 12.29, for his ministry of healing and casting out demons. 

Possibly Jesus' withdrawal followed the events narrated in Luke 4:16-30. As it was, he left Nazareth because he had been rejected, 4:13. Because of their unbelief, the men of Nazareth lost both his presence and his blessings. Capernaum, not Nazareth, would thus be the scene of most of her mighty works; she would be "lifted up to heaven," 11.23, both in privileges and in her self-pride. 

Capernaum means "village of Nahum," and a tradition in Galilee states that it was the burial place of the prophet Nahum. It was fitting, indeed, that the streets of Capernaum were walked by One who brought the good news and announced the peace that Nahum had expressed in 1.15 of his prophecy almost 700 years earlier. Now Zebulun could avail himself of "the hidden treasures" and Naphtali was indeed "full of the blessing of the Lord," Deuteronomy 33.19, 23.

The four fishermen left the boat because they had been recruited. He required them to leave their trade and constantly accompany him as his pupils and disciples. Peter and Andrew were called to a higher fishing, just as David was once called to a higher form of shepherding, Psalm 78:70-72. They were not like the Chaldean "fishermen" who fished the land of Judah to take the people captive, Jeremiah 16:16. Rather, they were to be fishermen of salvation. It is exciting to recognize that the Lord called humble fishermen instead of angels, 4:11, to be his evangelists, 

2 Corinthians 4.7.
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Chapter 5.1 to 16 

True Beatitude
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The content of chapters 5 to 7 is often called the Sermon on the Mount. It is the magna carta of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus began his message in the same way that the book of Psalms begins, namely, with a description of the truly blessed man.

The measurement of blessedness is very different from that of the world. The world congratulates and counts as happy those who achieve riches, fame or easy life. Happiness for the unconverted is usually found in honors, material goods or sensual pleasure. Christ measures blessedness in a very different way. His description of the ideal citizen of his kingdom ran counter to ideas about what was involved in belonging to that kingdom. 

The Jews generally expected the beatitude of the kingdom to consist of authority, comfort, and plenty. The Lord's manifesto dealt a rude blow to this expectation, 5.3 to 12. The citizens of the kingdom would have humble views of themselves; they would mourn over sin; they would be meek and peaceable; they would be eager to please God; they would show sympathy and generosity to others in need; they would be concerned with inward purity (rather than outward cleanliness, like the Pharisees) and would be peace-loving, seeking peace. Far from gaining them respect, these characteristics would attract opposition. 

Jesus had lived his sermon for thirty years before preaching it. To some extent these beatitudes constitute his self-portrait. He was humble of heart, 11:29. He lamented the effect of sin on others, 23.37, 38. He was meek, 11.29, 21.5. His food was the doing of his Father's will, John 4.34. He manifested mercy and compassion, Matthew 9.27 to 30. He was, and is, pure, 1 John 3.3 to 5. He has made peace, Colossians 1.20. He was cruelly persecuted and cursed, 1 Peter 2.23. Therefore, the description of the ideal citizen of the kingdom was that of its King. 

The disciples who put these beatitudes into practice are salt and light in the midst of a corrupt world that is surrounded by spiritual darkness, 5:13-16. Whoever turns away from the surrounding reality to seclude himself in the style of the monk is forgetting the lesson of the light.
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Chapter 5.17 to 48 

Law Enforcement
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The Lord had not come in order to displace the law, but to fulfill it. That is to say, He would explain its full meaning and what it implied, penetrating beneath His words to the spirit of the law and the principles that supported it. His dispute was not with the law itself but with the scribes and Pharisees. It behooves us to meditate on three rules-indeed, three "if not"-that the Lord laid down for entrance into his kingdom: repentance, 18.3; new birth, John 3.5; right conduct, 5.20.

5.20 sets out the whole theme of the sermon. The scribes were teachers of theology and had received years of preparation. The Pharisees were groups of pious laymen from all sectors of society; only their leaders were theologians. Jesus spoke of three types of piety: that of the theologians, that of the religious laity, and that of his disciples. He dealt first with the false interpretation of spiritual righteousness, given by the theologians, 5:21 to 48. He continued his controversy with the righteousness of the Pharisees; almsgiving, prayers and fasting were the outstanding characteristics of their piety, 6:1 to 18.

In 5:21-48 the Lord gave a spiritual exposition of the law. His authority to do this is emphatically emphasized six times, "But I say unto you." He revealed something of the great demands of the law, even when legalism had limited it to mere outward conformity. He spoke also of the disciple's attitude to his brother, 5:21 to 26; to women, 5:27 to 30; to marriage, 5:31, 32; truthful conversation, 5:33 to 37; violence, 5:38 to 42; and to his enemy, 5:43 to 48.

He warned his followers not to hate one another, 5.22, 1 John 3.15, and gave them advice on how to behave if others gave them cause to hate them. Note the first concerning reconciliation of an offended brother, 5.24; interest in the kingdom of God, 6.33; and self-judgment, 7.5. Jesus required unrelenting severity for anything that proved to be a temptation to carnality, 5.28 to 30. Secret oaths, which had turned out to be a subterfuge to deceive, were forbidden. One was not to resist in case of being treated unjustly; the disciple would win by losing! There was nothing praiseworthy in simply loving one's own, 5.45-47.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 6.1 to 18

Prayer
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The Lord spoke concerning almsgiving, vv 1 to 4; prayer, vv 5 to 15; and fasting, vv 16 to 18. The first is an action directed to one's fellow man, the second to God, and the third to oneself. Christ condemned the man who gave alms with the sound of a trumpet, the man who placed himself in places of greater visibility to pray, and the man who disfigured his face to make it known that he was fasting. 

The first character desired to be praised by men; the second to be seen of men; and the third to show men that he fasted. Of each, the Lord said that he had already had his reward. His words meant that such had already acknowledged receipt of their payment. There was no balance left to carry forward for heavenly approval! Religious gestures one makes to gain applause are worthless in the Father's esteem.

Regarding prayer, the Lord had something to say about the place, the manner, and the content. That is, he gave instructions about where, how, and what to pray. Jesus had no room for pantomime, nor for hollow prayer or vain repetition, vv 5 to 8. The prayer from 9 to 13 is impressive for its brevity, simplicity and scope. It contains only seventy-one words and can be repeated in thirty seconds. Yet it is a true compendium of prayer, with petitions ranging from the common necessity of breakfast to the eternal purposes of God. It puts God's glory first and our needs second. While routine matters are not too insignificant to be mentioned, the prayer recognizes the supremacy of the spiritual.

Prayer begins with an intimate, filial approach, but at the same time maintains due holy reverence. The disciple in prayer then asks for God's absolute command among men, when earth will reciprocate with a righteous reflection of His will even as heaven does at present. Leaving the cosmic plan of the ages, he concentrates on present needs, daily and physical. Finally, he asks forgiveness for any past faults and to be delivered from those that may arise. Taking full account of his own weakness and the devil's deceit and skill, the disciple exhibits a sense of complete self-distrust.
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Chapter 6.19 to 34 

Heaven or Earth
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The previous section raises the question of whether in religious activities we seek approval from God or from men, whether from heaven or from earth; 6.1 to 18. The choice between heaven and earth occupies the rest of the chapter as well. Riches can be accumulated for the one or the other; 6.19 to 21. Treasure in heaven represents the best investment and offers the greatest security. The world says of its wealth that one cannot carry it with him. True, 1 Timothy 6.7, but the Lord says we can send it ahead!

The disciple should have as a dominant purpose in his life that of seeking the "kingdom of God", 6.33. His eyes should be fixed on heavenly approval and its treasure. Selfishness, like a film, obscures the vision and prevents the true light from entering the soul. The believer must choose who or what will govern his life. He cannot serve God and money. Since the disciple cannot fix his affections on heavenly and earthly values at the same time (note how 6.25 begins with therefore), he must devote all energy to the former and renounce all longing for the latter. He knows that God will provide for all his needs, 6.25 to 34. 

Worries about the daily chores can be as harmful spiritually as the love of money, 13.22. Anxiety is not only sterile, but unnecessary. We should not be anxious about what we put before or on our bodies. God gave both life and body, and will also provide lesser things such as food and clothing. We are worth "much more" than the birds, and the Father will do for us "much more" than He will do for the flowers. 

The things of this world are of value to the unbeliever; he seeks "all these things". The believer seeks first the kingdom of God. For him, it is the spiritual things that have the greatest value, and the rest is of little importance. God takes care of his earthly needs. The worldly man actively pursues the "things" of this world; the disciple receives them from his Father. He is interested in God's interests and God is interested in his. We should be free from earthly anxiety because He knows what we need, 6.32; because He hears our prayers, Philippians 4.6; and because He cares for us, 1 Peter 5.7. With such a three-fold cord, Ecclesiastes 4.12, we can face "tomorrow" without fear or anxiety, 6.34.
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Chapter 7 

Hearing and Doing
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The Lord's comments on the judgment of others do not refer to civil courts as in Romans 13, nor to church discipline, 1 Corinthians 5. They refer to the private and despicable judgment of others, which arises from antipathy, a partisan spirit and envy. This unnecessary criticism finds no place in the life of a disciple who humbly acknowledges his own faults. As one grows in grace, he becomes more severe in his judgment of himself and more tolerant in his judgment of others. 

Confident and persistent prayer is the disciple's resource in every need. God gives "good things to those who ask him", 7.11, James 1.17. We often err in requests and ask incorrectly in the desire to achieve something right; in effect, we ask for a snake! God, however, takes our faulty vision into account, and in His loving wisdom provides something better, Ephesians 3.20. He never leaves us worse off or mocks us. 

The Lord closes his sermon with a call to discipleship, speaking of two roads, two trees and two foundations. No effort is required to walk the broad way. One enters it through a door that accommodates worldly ambitions, lust and greed. Instead, it requires purpose and steadfastness to enter and proceed along the narrow path that leads to the only life of worth. 

The man on the broad way says that life consists in accumulating, abusing, avenging. The man on the narrow way accepts Christ's teaching that life is about giving, humbling oneself and turning the cheek. The first series is "bad fruits" and the second "good fruits". The fruits determine the nature of the tree. A great profession and showy exploits do not assure entrance into the kingdom of God; it is achieved only by submission to the will of the Father. 

This will is made known in "words" of the Lord, 7.24 to 27. The foolish man lives by the world's standards. The wise man practices the sayings of Christ and conforms to the golden rule in 7.12, where the Lord sums up the whole law and the prophets in one simple statement; "he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law," Romans 13.8. It is love put into action. Jesus does not demand that we barely listen to him and understand his sayings, let alone simply applaud them. Ezekiel 33:31, 32 speaks of those who "hear thy words, and do them not; but with their mouth they flatter with their lips, and their heart followeth after their covetousness. And, behold, thou art unto them as a singer of sweetness, fair of voice, and singing well: and they will hear thy words, but will not do them." But the Lord demands that we put his sayings into practice!
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Chapter 8 

His Word and Hand
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Several events are narrated here that illustrate the truth that "the word of the king is with power," Ecclesiastes 8.4. The authority of the King's word prevailed over the ravages of sickness in 8.5 to 13. A servant was paralyzed and severely tormented, but his master had faith in Christ without limit. "Only say the word," he pleaded. Great was the centurion's compassion and great his humility, 8.5 to 8 with Luke 7.4, and great his faith too. The Lord marveled at so much faith, somewhat as his disciples were to marvel at so much power in verse 27. The centurion's faith exceeded that of the leper, 8.2, and left far behind that of the disciples, 8.25, 26. 

The word of the Lord had power also over Satan's representatives. "By the word he cast out demons." In verses 28 to 34 an example is given of his dominion over Satan's forces and kingdom. The demons could present their request, but ultimately they depended on his command. One word from the King was enough: "Go," and they were gone. 

Finally, His word controlled the violence of the sea. In the storm He slept "on a headboard", Mark 4.38. We note that a little earlier He had said that He had nowhere to lay His head, 8.20. Possibly some consecrated ear had listened, some devoted heart had been touched, and some tender hand had provided where He might rest. He arose and muzzled the tempest. It was a case of Psalm 148.8: "The storm wind that performeth his word."

His word had power; He needed no more. Therefore, it is pleasing to note the two occasions when He stretched out His hand: 8.3, 15. How tender His touch, and how grateful He was! As far as we know, Jesus had not healed a leper before this occasion, and it is apparent that the man in 8.2 was unsure that he would do so. Nevertheless, he trusted in Jesus' power. The leper here said, "you can," in contrast to the man in Mark 9.22 who said, "if you can do anything." Today the Lord says "I will" to those who suffer from the leprosy of sin. They enjoy the cleansing, 8.3, His presence, Hebrews 13.5, and the hope of His return, John 14.3.
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Chapter 9

The Physician
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We are struck by the effects that the Lord's miracles had on those who saw and heard him, 9.8, 26, 31, 33. Great must have been the rejoicing of those who experienced their power in themselves. Had they chosen to express their joy in the form of a song ("Is anyone joyful? Sing praises," James 5.13), they would have found no better words than those of Psalm 103.3 to 5, where David gave five descriptions of the Lord ("He it is who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases; who rescues your life from the pit, who crowns you with favors and mercies; who satisfies your mouth with good so that you are rejuvenated like an eagle)."

For the paralytic man, it was the God "who forgives all his iniquities", 

9:1 to 7. The man owed much to the faith of his friends, who overcame every obstacle and obtained an even greater blessing than he had expected. The bed that had been a symbol of his sickness became a symbol of health and salvation. For the woman with the issue of blood, it was the God "who heals all your diseases," 9:20-22. Such was the overflowing compassion of the Lord that He performed one gracious work while He was on the way to do another.

For Jairus' daughter He was "the one who rescues your life from the pit", 9:18, 19, 23 to 26. His promise was to awaken her, and she arose. For the two men who cried for mercy, it was the God who "crowns with favor and mercy", 9.27 to 31. The eyes of the blind man were opened by the Son of David, who came to save, 20.30, Isaiah 35.4, 5. Finally, for the dumb demoniac, it was the God who "satisfies your mouth with good", 9:32, 33.

In the middle of the section recording these exploits, the Great Physician likens the sinful rejects around him to a sick man, seeing the disease as an apt picture of the effects of sin. We are given several representations of the sinner. He lacks strength to walk aright, 9.2, but the gospel is the power of God, Romans 1.16, 5.6. He is defiled, 9.20, scourged, Mark 5.29, unclean, Leviticus 15.25 to 30, but the gospel cleanses, 1 John 1.7. The sinner is dead in his sins, 9.18, but the gospel gives life, Ephesians 2.1 to 5. He is blinded by the god of this world, 9.27, but the gospel enlightens, 2 Corinthians 4.4 to 6. He cannot say anything to confess his state, 9.32, nor can he praise, but the gospel loosens the tongue-tie, Romans 10.9, 1 Peter 2.5.

Bless the Lord, O my soul! Psalm 103:2.
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