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This book is dedicated to the Arabs

who don't know the Lord Jesus,

that they may come to love him

and accept Christ as their God.
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Ishmael (the father of the Arabs) was 20 generations removed from Adam.
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The Arabs


[image: ]


God told Zechariah that Zion was the apple of God's eye. But long before that, before Zion was known to Israel, there was Joshua. Joshua was familiar with Arabs because God had given to Joshua a list of the nations which Israel would have to confront in order to claim the land God had planned to give to Israel.

Arabs are first mentioned, it would be safe to say, in Joshua's scroll, in the Bible. Joshua inherited leadership of Israel when Moses died, which was in 1272 BCE. That is important to know when mankind, today, is trying to figure out the state of affairs among Arabs.

That seems to be the first time that Israel had to fight Arabs over land. And Israel has been fighting over the same land ever since the days of Joshua. That is because God gave the land of Canaan to the Jews. And whatever God gives to his people must be fought for. Israel is the only earthly nation which is called God's people. The church is a heavenly nation. Israel has ties to heaven, but the blood of Christ determines who the heavenly nation is.

But for now we are talking about Arabs, which means we must also talk about Arabia. The last mention of Arabia in the Bible is Paul's mention of the woman Hagar, saying that she, figuratively, is Mt Sinai in Arabia, that she corresponds to the Jerusalem that Paul knew.

It seems that the Arabia which Paul talked about could have been considered part of the Sinai Peninsula, a peninsula which is not controlled by Saudi Arabia now - but it is controlled by Egypt. There are several locations in the deserts of that vast region of the Middle East which claim to be the real Mt Sinai, but the prevailing tradition is that Mt Sinai in Egypt is the real site where Moses received the teaching of God. Arabia is a peninsula, but so is Sinai. You could almost say Sinai is a small peninsula in the greater peninsula known as Arabia: but that would make Sinai a seemingly rebellious peninsula trying to break from Arabia.

Since Paul the emissary of Christ wrote about Mt Sinai in Arabia, we would do well to discuss a possible location in Saudi Arabia. It would not be impossible to think that the mountain where Moses led the Israelis to would be located in Saudi Arabia: the mountain that was enveloped in smoke, fire and thunder, and where, at the top, Moses received the 10 Commandments from God.

Mount Sinai is considered one of the most sacred places in the Jewish, Christian and Islamic religions, and the Arabs have given the site in Arabia a name: Jabal Maqla. It sits in the Jabal al-Lawz mountain range in northwestern Saudi Arabia.

One of the main reasons why certain scholars claim the exodus is a myth is because they say there is little to no evidence for what the Bible records concerning the traditional Mount Sinai in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula. But since God is big on faith, you have to ask yourself: does God need to leave evidence. After all, the man of faith who wrote the letter to the Hebrews says that faith is the evidence of things not seen! 

Doubt about the Mt Sinai of Egypt makes many wonder if people have been looking in the wrong spot? Those people who deny Mt Sinai in Egypt as the right location claim that the Mt Sinai of the Arabian peninsula offers incredibly compelling evidence matching the Biblical account.

Jabal Maqla has blackened peaks which look as if they were scorched by the sun or fire, and lies near Nuweiba Beach, where scientists have found land paths underneath the water, which means those paths could be where God would have parted the waters for Moses and the Israelis

Though the Israelis were followed by Egyptians in chariots, when the Israelis reached land on the other side of the water, the sea consumed the Egyptians. In modern times a chariot-like shape was found in coral in the area.

On the way from the beach to the possible Mt Sinai candidate is a large, split rock with signs of water erosion, despite being in the midst of a desert. Those who have searched for the true Mt Sinai believe this distinct landmark could be the rock that God commanded Moses to strike, where water gushed forth from, miraculously providing for the Israeli population.

What is more, those looking for the true Mt Sinai discovered a site which appeared to be an altar near the base of the mountain, akin to the altar Moses is said to have built at the foot of Mount Sinai from uncut stones. Also nearby there is a graveyard, deemed to be the site where the worshippers of the golden calf were struck down by Moses for idolatry.

Close to that Arabian mountain, there was a place which was found which was covered with depictions of people worshiping bulls and cows. If that were not enough, those petroglyphs are isolated to this area: that is, the carved images were not found carved all over the mountain.

Today, Jabal Maqla (sometimes called Jebal Maqla) is  located in northwest Saudi Arabia, near the border of the nation called Jordan. Jabal Maqla is east of the Gulf of Aqaba as you look at a map, and the mount is located in the Tabūk province of Saudi Arabia.

Maqla is one of the tallest mountains in the Arabian Peninsula and the estimated terrain elevation is at 7,631 feet above sea level. Variant names for Jabal Maqla are:

	El-Maqla,

	Jabal Magla,

	Al-Makla,

	Jabal Magla.


Its name means 'burnt mountain', because of the black igneous rocks that cap the otherwise lighter brown colored mountain; igneous refers to rocks which have been formed by the solidification of magma; magma is molten rock material within the earth.

The Saudi town of Al-Bad lies to the north. 

The summit (top) of Jabal Maqlā consists mainly of dark-colored hornfels derived from metamorphosed volcanic rocks. Hornfels are rocks that have been baked and hardened by the intense heat which is found in magma. 

The middle and lower slopes of Jabal Maqlā consist of light-colored granite, which has intruded into the overlying hornfels: 'intruded' means magma penetrated the existing rock.
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Arabia
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When the land of Israel was taken over by the Romans, there were some Jews who did not flee far. Those Jews settled in Arabia.

The Jewish tribes of Arabia were ethnic groups professing rabbinic Judaism. Over time some of these Jews became known as the tribes of the Hejaz (Arabic for 'Barrier') - the term for the region on the west side of Arabia, because it separates the land of the Najd in the east from the land of Tihamah in the west; in other words, the land those Hejaz Jews lived on was between the west coast and the interior of Arabia. But those Jews did not speak Arabic as their language of choice, but rather Persian. That is because the Jews who lived in the Hejaz preferred to get their highly educated teachers from the Jewish community of Babylonia.

Some of the Jewish tribes of Arabia were:

	Banu Harith (also known as Bnei Chorath);

	Banu Qaynuqa;

	Banu Shutayba;

	Jafna Clan of the Banu Thalaba, who were exiled members of the Banu Ghassan;

	Banu Zaura;

	Banu Zurayq, from whom came sorcerers who could cast spell on individuals, making them ill for several months and preventing them from having sexual relations with their wives;

	Banu Qudaa, which consisted of a Himyarite tribe of converts to rabbinic Judaism;

	Banu Qurayza, which was a sub-clan of the al-Kāhinān (located in Yathrib, which some call Medina);

	Banu Nadir, the sub-clan of the al-Kāhinān (also located in Yathrib;

	Banu Juw, a sub-clan of the Banu Qaynuqa, who eventually fled to North Africa;

	Banu Aws, a mysterious tribe;

	Banu Awf, a tribe which was more mysterious than Banu Aws.


The Sanaite Jews have a tradition that their ancestors settled in Yemen forty-two years before the destruction of the First Temple (Yemen is on the southwestern edge of Arabia). The Sanaite Jews were proud to claim that the Jewish prophet Jeremiah mentioned 75,000 Jews (including priests and Levites) who traveled to Yemen. The Banu Habban in southern Yemen have a tradition that they are the descendants of Judeans who settled in the area before the destruction of the Second Temple; these Judeans belonged to a brigade dispatched by King Herod to assist the Roman legions fighting in the region.

In time, the Banu Aus and Banu Khazraj had become masters of Yathrib. Right after those 2 tribes established their dominance in that city, Yathrib turned into the host of a noble visitor. In 470 CE, the Persian King Firuz was attempting to wipe out a particular exilarchate, the territory ruled by an exilarch (an exilarch was the leader of the Jewish community in Persian Mesopotamia). The exilarch Huna V whisked his daughter and some of his entourage to Yathrib for safety. There had been a prophecy floating around that the main reason the Banu Aus and Banu Khazraj chose to settle in this city was because their prophecies had predicted the coming of a new prophet in the Arabian peninsula near the city of Yathrib, but when Muhammad came to them, most of the Jews rejected his message, because he was not a Jewish descendant.

Just before Firuz was making his chase after the exilarch, the Himyarite King Tubba Abu Karib Asad Kamil (a convert to Judaism) led military expeditions into central Arabia and expanded his empire to encompass most of the Arabian Peninsula; that Himyarite king's nickname was Takak.

His army had marched north to battle the Aksumites, who had been fighting for control of Yemen for a hundred years. The Aksumites were only expelled from the region when the newly-Jewish king rallied Jews together from all over Arabia with pagan allies. The relationship between the Himyarite kings and the polytheistic Arab tribes strengthened when (under the royal permission of Takak) Qusai ibn Kilab reconstructed the Kaaba from a state of decay and had the Arab al-Kahinan (also known as the Cohanim) build their houses around it. 

The Kaaba is a small stone building in the court of the Great Mosque at Mecca: it is said to contain an important black stone, and that stone is the reason why Muslims make a pilgrimage to the Kaaba - and that is also why Muslims pray toward the Kaaba. That stone is important to certain people because it is said that that is a stone which Adam and Eve touched: therefore, it is a stone which was revered before Islam even existed - and it was revered before Muhammad's birth as a stone which sat in the Kaaba (which is Arabic for 'Cube').  

Qusai ibn Kilab was the great-great-grandfather of Shaiba ibn Hashim. And Shaiba ibn Hashim was fifth in the line of descent to Muhammad and attained supreme power at Mecca. Qusai ibn Kilab is among the ancestors of Sahaba (the companions of Muhammad) and the forefather of the Banu Quraish.

When Qusai had turned 13 years old, a man from the tribe of Banu Khuzaa named Hulail (Hillel) was the trustee of the Kaaba, and the Nasa (Nasi) was authorized to calculate the calendar. Qusai married his daughter and obtained Hulail's rights to the Kaaba. Some say Hulail was a member of the Banu Jurhum, a sub-group of the Banu Qahtani, from whom the Himyarites originally descended.

The last Himyarite king was Zurah Yusuf Ibn Tuban Asad Abu Kaleb Dhu Nuwas (whose nickname was Zyitaakidin). His zeal for Judaism brought about his fall. Having heard of the persecutions of Jews by Byzantine emperors, Zyitaakidin retaliated by putting to death some Byzantine merchants who were traveling on business through Himyara. He didn't simply kill them by hanging: he burned them in large pits - earning him the title 'King of the Burning Pit'.

These killings destroyed the trade of Yemen with Europe and involved  Zyitaakidin in a war with the heathen King Aidug, whose commercial interests were injured by these killings. Zyitaakidin was defeated.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Joshua’s
Arabs

et Corater





d2d_images/image001.jpg
*=CENESIS 3





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





