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THE KING & I:

FOREWORD BY ARTHUR EDWARDS MBE

When Sun Editor Larry Lamb offered me the job of Royal Photographer in the late 70s, I wasn’t interested. I reluctantly accepted, because in those days you didn’t say no. Boy, am I glad I did.

That decision drew me into the orbit of Prince Charles. It allowed me to photograph this extraordinary individual for more than 40 years and to capture many of the moments that made the man who is now our King.

We have never had a monarch more prepared for the role than Charles. He has spent 70 years as heir apparent, thinking deeply about how to improve the world, serving in the military, making hundreds of connections and becoming a loving father and grandfather.

Many of his beliefs that were considered cranky have become mainstream – you can’t move in supermarkets now for organic food.

His sense of duty is matched only by his deep interest in people, in the UK and around the world. His capacity for hard work is remarkable.

He has an ability to make change happen against the odds, as with his phenomenal charity The Prince’s Trust.

I have been on tours where he has noticed a community needs a school. He returned home, raised money, and got that school built without fuss or fanfare.

On a visit to the White House, Charles pointed at me and said: “This man has followed me for, how long?” I said: “37 years, sir.” Smiling President Obama said: “That’s awesome.”

As a Catholic, Charles gave me the greatest gift – arranging for me to meet Pope Francis.

I am regularly at Sandringham on Christmas Day. Last Christmas I was photographing Charles as King for the first time.

He said: “It’s very kind of you to take time to be here, Arthur.”

“Sir,” I said, “You have done more for me than anyone, I wouldn’t be anywhere else.”

I was the last photographer to portray him as a Prince – giving a Sun award at Dumfries House, Scotland, the night before Her Majesty the Queen died – and the first to photograph him arriving in England as King.

This book is a tribute to Charles as we celebrate the historic occasion of his Coronation. I hope you enjoy some of my favourite photographs of this remarkable man.

[image: ]
Arthur Edwards MBE and Charles in conversation at Tattershall Castle, Lincolnshire in 2018. Arthur has followed Charles around the world, snapping the Royal since the 1970s.
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PRINCESS AND A LITTLE PRINCE

NOVEMBER 14, 1948

Like a scene from a fairytale, Princess Elizabeth gazed adoringly at her baby son – England’s future king.

Both were destined for greatness as the first and second in line to the throne but for a moment they were simply mother and newborn son.

Just three years after the end of World War II, the birth of Prince Charles Philip Arthur George symbolised a new, modern Britain and Commonwealth and hope for the decades ahead.

Of course tradition still marked the royal birth – the King’s Troop Royal Artillery fired a 41 gun salute, the bells of Westminster Abbey rang and crowds outside the Palace celebrated the happy, historic news.

This intimate portrait was taken by Vogue photographer Cecil Beaton, and showed the Duchess of Edinburgh adjusting to motherhood before the excitement of the baby’s christening on December 15 at Buckingham Palace.

Beaton said: “His mother sat by the cot and, holding his hand, watched his movements with curiosity, pride and amusement.”

On the evening of Charles’s birth in the Buhl Room at the Palace, Prince Philip and the King and Queen waited in an adjoining room and were first to hear the news.

At 10pm a court circular announced: “The Princess Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh, was safely delivered of a prince at 9.14pm today. Her Royal Highness and her son are both doing well.”

Large crowds who had gathered near the Victoria Memorial were informed of the birth after a servant of the Royal Household crossed the forecourt to the gates. He told a policeman, who then relayed the news to the waiting well-wishers.

A loud cheer of “Good old Prince Philip!” went up.

Inside the palace, the Duke of Edinburgh was first to see his wife, then immediately went into the nursery where his son had been placed in a crib.

King George and Queen Elizabeth then met their grandson. The Queen gave the baby a cuddle and the King shook his hand.

Later, the Duke of Edinburgh opened a bottle of champagne to share with staff and attending doctors, to wet the baby’s head.

News of the royal birth spread across the world in minutes with radio stations and wires announcing the arrival of the Prince.

[image: ]
Princess Elizabeth gazes adoringly at her son Charles in their first portrait.
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CHARLES IN BIG BOTHER AT SISTER’S CHRISTENING

OCTOBER 21, 1950

Granny, look at me!

Prince Charles stole the show from his baby sister by messing about during the official photoshoot for her christening.

His grandmother, Queen Elizabeth and great grandma, the Queen Mother Queen Mary, patiently attempted to settle the restless toddler, while his mother cradled her daughter. But the fair-haired Prince, not yet two, kept wriggling away from them.

Princess Anne’s christening took place in the Music Room at Buckingham Palace.

The nine-week-old royal baby wore the same Honiton Lace Robe that Charles wore for his christening. The robe was designed in 1841 for Queen Victoria’s eldest child.

Charles’s antics were witnessed by his grandfather, King George VI, and Anne’s godparents – Earl Mountbatten (uncle of the Duke of Edinburgh), Countess of Athlone, Princess Margarita, Princess of Hohenlohe-Langenberg (sister of Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh) and The Hon Andrew Elphinstone (Princess Elizabeth’s cousin). The photographer was Cecil Beaton.

Anne Elizabeth Alice Louise was born on August 15, weighing 6lb. On the night, proud father Prince Philip declared: “It’s the sweetest girl.”

[image: ]
Charles upstages Anne at her christening. The siblings’ personalities were very different but they grew incredibly close.
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GOODBYE GRANDPA: DEATH OF THE KING

FEBRUARY 6, 1952

His Majesty King George VI died peacefully in his sleep in the early hours of February 6, 1952.

The announcement came from Sandringham at 10.45am, where the King was found by a valet. It said: “The King, who retired to rest last night in his usual health, passed peacefully in his sleep early this morning.”

The King was 56. It had been 136 days since he had a lung operation.

With him at Sandringham were his wife, the Queen, daughter Princess Margaret, granddaughter Princess Anne, 18 months, and grandson Prince Charles, three.


Charles became heir apparent on the accession of his mother to the throne.

Princess Elizabeth was in Kenya when the news was broken to her by Prince Philip. She flew home immediately.

The Queen Mother took Charles to one side later in the day to tell him the upsetting news.

When she explained a valet had been taking a cup of tea to the King when he found him, the concerned Prince enquired: “But who drank the tea?”
[image: ]
George VI, Princess Elizabeth, Prince Philip, Princess Margaret and the Queen watch Charles play on a statue at Balmoral in 1950.
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CORONATION TREAT

JUNE 2, 1953

Young Prince Charles caused chaos on the day of his mother’s coronation when he picked up the priceless Imperial State Crown.

The new Queen had removed the heavy headpiece after the ceremony when Charles, four, terrified her ladies-in-waiting by heading straight to it to play with.

Lady Anne Glenconner, an attendant to Her Majesty for the occasion, said: “The Queen took it off, put it on a table and Prince Charles made a beeline for it.

“We thought he was going to drop it. We thought, ‘Oh my goodness, that would be a bad omen.’ But luckily, I think my mother, as a lady-in-waiting, seized it from him and took it away.”

The Imperial State Crown contains 2,868 diamonds, 269 pearls, 17 sapphires and 11 emeralds. It was created for the coronation of Charles’s grandfather, George VI.

The young Prince may have been tempted because he had seen the Queen practise wearing the crown around Buckingham Palace before her big day. She amused her children by popping into their bath time with it on her head.

Charles made British history by becoming the first child treated to the sight of his mother’s coronation in person.

He received a special, hand-painted, child-friendly invitation to the ceremony.

The Prince appeared bored at moments in the three-hour service at Westminster Abbey. Stood between the bejewelled Queen Mother and his glamorous aunt, Princess Margaret, he curled his right fist into a ball and propped his cheek on it, looking glum.

Charles perked up later when his sister, Anne, three, joined him at Buckingham Palace for the Royal Air Force flypast over The Mall.

With his mother’s accession to the throne, Charles became the Duke of Cornwall and inherited the Scottish titles Duke of Rothesay, Earl of Carrick, Baron of Renfrew, Lord of the Isles, and Prince and Great Steward of Scotland.

The coronation was broadcast live on TV and was watched by 27 million people in the UK, while 11 million listened on radio.

[image: ]
Prince Charles attends his mother’s coronation alongside the Queen Mother and Princess Margaret.
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ONE IS SAILING

APRIL 14, 1954

Pointing at the Plymouth crowd, Prince Charles and Princess Anne set off on the Royal Yacht Britannia from England to meet their parents in Libya.

The newly crowned Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip had been on a five-month tour of the Commonwealth without their children.

Charles, five, and Anne, three, were accompanied by nannies Mabel Anderson and Helen Lightbody.

The Prince had learned to live with long separations from his mum and dad as they carried out royal duties.

As heir apparent, Princess Elizabeth left her son in the care of nannies and his grandmother, the Queen, to undertake official tours or to spend time with her husband, a commander in the Royal Navy throughout the first two years of Charles’s life.

From 1949 to 1951 the couple lived in Malta at the Villa Guardamangia, while Philip was second in command of HMS Chequers, then commander of HMS Magpie, part of the Mediterranean Fleet.

As King George VI’s health deteriorated, his daughter’s duties increased. In 1951 alone, she visited Italy, toured the UK, attended the Festival of Britain and helped host state visits from the royal families of Denmark and Norway. She also spent six weeks away from her children on a tour of Canada.

They returned from that last trip on the ocean liner the Empress of Scotland, via Liverpool – where the Princess signalled the first ever peel of the bells of the city’s Cathedral – before taking the train to Euston. There Charles, who celebrated his third birthday while his parents were away, waited excitedly with the Queen.

Princess Elizabeth patted her son on the shoulder before shaking hands with waiting dignitaries, Charles in tow.

The Prince had grown very close to his grandmother and nannies, particularly Scot Mabel Anderson who had been in the royal service since just before Charles’s birth.

[image: ]
Charles and Anne on the Royal Yacht Britannia with nannies Mabel Anderson and Helen Lightbody.
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A WINNING WINDSOR

JULY 8, 1957

Go on one’s son!

The Queen attended her boy’s first sports day and watched him compete with classmates.

Commentators described the experiment to send Prince Charles to Hill House Prep School, and mix with other boys his age, as “very successful”.

Every previous heir to the throne had been taught by tutors at home.

After ten months at the private day school in Knightsbridge, the Prince certainly looked comfortable charging about with his friends in the sunshine at the Duke Of York’s Headquarters, used by Hill House for sport.

More formal was Charles, Duke of Cornwall, presenting fellow pupils to his mother in a line up. The seven- and eight-year-old boys were expected to shake hands with the monarch and then with Prince Philip.

Princess Anne, six, was also there to see her big brother’s enthusiasm for games.


Although not yet a skilful sportsman, the young Prince seemed to be in the thick of each event.

Crowds watched through the railings as Charles tackled circular cricket and won a relay race with his team.

The Prince even suggested a gun carriage event he had seen at the Royal Tournament and threw himself into the obstacle course with all the gusto you would expect from a future leader of the Armed Forces.

Prior to Hill House, Charles had been educated at home by Catherine Peebles, his Scottish governess.

The heir apparent was expected to do well academically. Sir Winston Churchill said of the Prince on meeting him shortly before his fourth birthday: “He is young to think so much.”

[image: ]
Eight-year-old Charles plays a mix of netball and rugby as his father, mother and sister watch from the stands.
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