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      Written Tales Chapbook I, a collection which embraces the spirit of Easter. The writers share stories and poems about their childhood memories. Others reflect on what the season means to them.

      To receive updates and support Written Tales, please join us at writtentales.substack.com.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            The Lilies of Gethsemane

          

          Linda Imbler

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        And there they were on Easter morn

        at the peep of day.

        Their petals unfolding,

        as they had days before,

        when they stood as a herald

        from inside the sacred garden

        where the final warnings were pre-elected.

        Ivory costumed messengers of hope,

        once again on the ground of the garden,

        like they had also appeared

        when they sprung up

        below the Teacher’s crow’s nest.

        Ambassadors of hope,

        grown to remember

        that much will bloom

        in the springtime of our lives,

        to bring renewal to all things,

        including those things

        we thought forever lost. 1

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            The Easter Hairdo

          

          Jerry Lambert

        

      

    

    
      Last night, I attended my sister's birthday party. I'm not going to give away her age since I place a high value on my life. Let's just say I reached the same milestone a couple of years ago. While chatting with one of her neighbors, he asked if I had any good stories about her. I responded, "there's quite a library, but I'll share one of them."

      Being raised Catholic, there were two significant holidays you wanted to look your best. Christmas and Easter. More than Christmas, Easter was the time of year when mothers would saddle their unsuspecting children with dress clothes, hats, and other accessories.  

      In addition to clothes, your hair had to look stellar. With this in mind, my two brothers and I decided to become amateur hairstylists. Our sister became the test client (and victim). The results were pretty much what you'd expect with a pair of safety scissors.  

      Mothers have a spider-sense when their kids are up to no good. We all gathered in the basement, not making a peep. We were way too quiet. I'm not sure who did the actual cutting, but when Mom called down to find out what we were up to, all of us boys chorused, "Nothing." However, my sister let the cat out of the bag when she said, "They're making me pretty!"    

      Mom raced downstairs. To her horror, she saw our masterpiece firsthand. We sheared off all the hair on one part of our sister's head, right down to the nub. I'm not sure what flew out of my Mom's mouth that day, but I'm pretty sure she wasn't complimenting us on our handiwork. That Easter, our sister had more bows and barrettes in her hair than usual. Mom tried her best to cover up our barber skills with little success.

      As my sister walked past us at the party, I reminded her of her Easter Hairdo. We had a good laugh as she pointed to a picture on the wall. There she lived in all her glory with her Easter family haircut. Oops. Oh well, just remember what they always say. The difference between a good haircut and a bad one is a couple of weeks. Maybe a few more, in her case! 1

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            Good Friday

          

          joseph a farina

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Black-clad nuns

        yardsticks in hand

        command attention

        on the day of Christ's crucifixion

        classrooms divided

        by gender readying to

        march to the waiting church

        where we are to pray

        the stations of the cross

        girls heads covered

        with handkerchiefs, scarves

        or brown paper towels.

        boys shirts tucked in

        respecting the rules of

        proper dress in the house of god.

      

        

      
        within the Lenten draped church

        we begin the 14 step recreation

        of the sorrowful way of christ's passion and death

        prayers at each station reverberate

        heads bowed, one eye always on sister

        we endure the too long annual rite

        waiting, waiting till the last station

        our faces showing the requisite sadness

        where we can leave respectfully in line

        the early dismissal from school

        we run home to enjoy the pleasures

        of the pagan symbols and rites of easter 1

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            The Song of Mary Magdalene

          

          Unjay

        

      

    

    
      Just before dawn on Easter Sunday, Mary Magdalene walks to the grave of Jesus

      
        
        
        The torn edges of life

        are ragged like the sea

        While the moon keeps watch

        Over the loneliness of God

      

        

      
        I knew you as the singing of my soul

        The music of my eyes

        Silenced by the sudden storm

      

        

      
        My footsteps lost on fallen olives

        Rich and ripe

        Decaying into dry dead earth

      

        

      
        The dust powders my stale perfume

        And falls in ash on the fire of my heart

      

        

      
        The blood-wine drained from the empty cup,

        The bread is really broken

        No symbol, no token

        But my life is buried there

      

        

      
        And who is this stranger by my lover's grave? 1

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            The Resurrection

          

          Lucy O’Briain

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        The day comes when the earth will cheer.

        The season speaks for all to hear.

        Darkness dies as the Son does rise;

        He moves towards the brightened skies;

        The clouds open as He appears.

      

        

      
        Beating death like a pioneer,

        He brings us to our new frontier:

        We’ll live our lives with no more cries.

        The earth will cheer.

      

        

      
        The day of death, we no more fear.

        The love delivered, crystal clear.

        The world watches for him to rise,

        Others see the beautiful prize —

        Life eternal above the sphere;

        The earth will cheer. 1

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
            Easter Flight

          

          Kevin

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Surrounded in white,

        Adorned in heavens light:

        Swirling around my wings

        Is the taste of heavenly beams.

      

        

      
        Blue leads the way

        On this special day:

        Floating above the seas,

        The world is what I see.

      

        

      
        White pillows, blue light,

        Sun sweeps across my sight.

        Am I living in a dream

        Or flying across the world serene? 1
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