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Ajax Chinix (Ay-jacks, Chin-icks)

Coal Phoenix (Coal, Phee-nicks)

Belial (Bell-ee-all)
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Comoara -Romanian for treasure

Dragoste—Romanian for love

Frumos—Romanian for handsome

Draga—Romanian for darling

Dulcibus—Latin for sweets

Carissime—Latin for dearest
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(The Demon’s Mythical Birds is a short story and part of a series. It is book five in the Venetian Hills series. The Venetian Hills series is directly tied into the Asphalt Bay Pack series, so it is recommended that you read books 1–9 of Asphalt Bay and books 1–4 of Venetian Hills before starting this one.)

 

Belial is the captain of an investigative special-ops team that works for the Paranormal Council and one of the seven princes of Hell. His team has been working to track down and dismantle Carmine Verucci’s labs alongside the Asphalt Bay Pack and the Venetian Hills Pack and Coven. With Carmine Verucci dead and his accomplices either dead or captured, Belial and his team have been given some much-needed time off. Time Belial plans to spend wooing the men he suspects may be his mates. But, he’ll have to wait until one of them recovers from injuries sustained in battle before he can pursue either of them.

Ajax Chinix and Coal Phoenix are phoenix shifters looking for their third. Ajax is an ice phoenix while Coal is a fire phoenix. Leaving home to search for their third was their only option since no one in any of the phoenix clans were meant to be theirs. Much to their families’ disappointment. After being captured and locked away in a lab the two are hesitant to leave pack lands in order to restart their search now that they’re free. When Ajax is injured during the battle with the dark coven and a demon jumps in to help, Coal realizes their search is over. However, with Ajax on a long road to recovery, Coal’s focus isn’t on the demon meant to be the final piece to their mating puzzle but is instead on the man he loves.

When someone from the phoenixes’ past shows up in Venetian Hills looking to claim what isn’t theirs, Belial will stop at nothing to make sure that doesn’t happen. Will he succeed in protecting what’s his or will he die trying?

(Warning: Contains explicit language, mpreg elements, and graphic sexual content. Not recommended for those under the age of 18.)
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This book is part of an interconnecting series with a villain plot that spans multiple books! It was written with the intention that the books would be read in a certain order. If you start from this one, you’ll be confused! Below is the correct reading order.

 

1. An Alpha for the Demigod (Asphalt Bay One)

2. The Enforcer’s Secret Vampire (Asphalt Bay Two)

3. The Beta’s Poison Bite (Asphalt Bay Three)

4. Taming the Feral Tiger (Asphalt Bay Four)

5. The Alpha’s Master (Venetian Hills One)

6. The Second’s Cursed Mate (Venetian Hills Two)

7. The Doctor’s Demon Prince (Asphalt Bay Five)

8. The Leopard’s Twin Troubles (Asphalt Bay Six)

9. The Beta’s Second Chance (Venetian Hills Three)

10. The Panther’s Favorite Bully (Venetian Hills Four)

11. The Warlock’s Beautiful Bird (Asphalt Bay Seven)

12. The Demon’s Gruff Councilman (Asphalt Bay Eight)

13. The Councilman’s Miniature Companion (Asphalt Bay Nine)

14. The Demon’s Mythical Birds (Venetian Hills Book Five)

 





[image: ]



 

One Month Ago…

 

 

I fly over the battlefield setting our enemies on fire with every brush of my wing against them. Ajax, my mate, freezes those he touches with his wing into a block of ice. After being locked in a lab for years, we’re finally getting our revenge on the assholes who helped Carmine Verucci start this whole thing. While Ajax and I were lucky that Carmine didn’t know what he had in us -because our magic kept his drugs from working and forcing us to shift- others weren’t so lucky. When we take down this dark coven, we’ll have avenged those that died in the labs and those that will never be the same after what they endured.

A screech draws my attention and I turn toward the noise, horrified as I see my mate drop from the sky after being clubbed by a troll. No! Ajax! My heart is in my throat and tears prick my eyes at the sight of him lying on the ground deathly still. As I land beside him, a demon leaps over us with an enraged roar brandishing a sword and going after the attacking troll. The flap of the demon’s wings sends a breeze directly to me carrying his scent with it.

Holy shit… the demon is our third. Knowing there’s nothing I can do about this revelation right now, I shift and follow the medics who’ve loaded Ajax onto a stretcher while I was distracted. Vowing to find the demon later, I push down the feelings of being torn between two different choices -going with Ajax or staying to protect our demon- and focus on the mate that needs me most right now. Entering the medical tent, I send a quick prayer to the fates that Ajax will be okay, and the demon meant to be ours won’t get hurt or worse. Losing our third after everything we’ve been through to find him would be cruel.

Shaking off those thoughts, I chastise myself. Don’t put shit like that out into the universe Coal, otherwise it might happen. Focusing on Ajax, I do my best to stay out of the medics’ way while they assess his injuries.

Please be okay.
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Present Day…

 

 

Walking into Ajax’s hospital room, I’m hit with the sweet perfume of flowers. It’s better than the nose-stinging antiseptic smell common in hospitals. I put the new bouquet I brought next to all the others decorating every available surface. More have appeared since I took all the other ones home last night. Ajax and I don’t have many friends but since Ajax was hurt, the pack has shown an outpouring of support. Most of it from people who’d been in the lab before and wanted to show their appreciation for us aiding to end the threat and give them all peace of mind.

There’s always something new when I come to visit, whether it’s flowers, balloons or stuffed animals as get-well gifts. They litter every available surface at home too. If Ajax doesn’t wake up soon, I don’t know what I’ll do with it all. The thought of him not waking up sends a chill down my spine. It’s the thing I’ve worried about most since he’s been here. I’ve been telling myself I need to be strong only allowing myself to break down when I’m at home and can cry myself to sleep if I need to.

Ajax has been in a coma for two weeks now. The blow to the head he suffered almost killed him. It fractured his skull and caused a brain bleed. He also suffered broken bones due
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