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The flame in the woods

Believers, we live in dark times. Times of great depravity, decadence, cruelty, violence, mayhem, idolatry, and danger. Picture this world like a dark wood: it is an eerie, foreboding, scary, and full of threats and pitfalls. It is a dark place of monsters and beasts.

Hansel and Gretel is a well-known German fairy tale collected by the Brothers Grimm and published in 1812 as part of Grimms' Fairy Tales. Hansel and Gretel are siblings who are abandoned in a forest and fall into the hands of a witch who lives in a house made of bread, cake, and sugar. The witch, who has cannibalistic intentions, intends to fatten Hansel before eventually eating him. However, Gretel saves her brother by pushing the witch into her own oven, killing the witch. The children then escape with the witch's treasure.

In this dark wood, we are all in danger of ending up in the cauldron with the witch. This world, after all, promises us all kinds of pleasures posing as bread, cake, and sugar. Yet, all these temptations, seductions, and gratifications only lead down a path of self-destruction. Hansel and Gretel were lost and couldn’t find their way home. Just so, we are all ‘lost’ without Christ. Without Christ, we are all doomed to be devoured by the devil, who is every witch, monster, and beast rolled into one. The reality is, without Christ, there is no fairy tale ending. Hansel and Gretel were fortunate to escape with their lives, but this is not the truth for those who reject the Lord. It is clear to those who have not chosen Him that there is only the path of eternal separation.

The flame that leads us out of the woods and into safety in Jesus, no one else, and nothing else. Jesus is the Light of the World.  John 8:12 says, “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” Light changes everything. Where light enters, darkness must leave. Jesus did not say, “I show the light” or “I point to the light.” He declared, “I am the light of the world.” This was not poetry—it was a claim of divine identity, divine authority, and divine mission. Light is not something Jesus carries; it is who He is. John 1:4–5 says, “In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”

Darkness is not just the absence of knowledge—it is the presence of sin, deception, fear, and death. Jesus shines because He is holy, sinless, and eternal. No darkness in His character. No shadow in His truth. No sin in His nature. When Jesus entered the world, light entered human history. Light exposes what darkness hides. John 3:19 says, “Light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” Jesus reveals who God truly is (the Father’s heart), who we truly are (sinners in need of grace), and what truly matters (eternity over temporary things). This is why light is resisted—truth confronts sin. Without exposure, there can be no healing.

Light is not only for seeing—it is for walking. We need His light to find our way out of the dark wood. Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Jesus lights the way forward when life feels confusing. He shows us the next step, even when the full journey is unseen. He is safe path, when the world offers false shortcuts. Those who follow Him do not stumble blindly through life—they walk with divine direction.

Light produces life wherever it shines. John 8:12 says, “He that followeth me... shall have the light of life.” Jesus does not just improve life—He resurrects it. Dead hearts come alive, and hopeless souls find hope. Broken lives are restored. Without Christ, people may exist, but they do not truly live. In Jesus, darkness loses. John 1:5 reminds us that the darkness did not overcome it. Darkness tried to silence Him at the cross. Darkness sealed Him in a tomb. Darkness thought it had won, but on the third day, the Light rose, and death itself was defeated. The cross looked like darkness, but it was the greatest light moment in history.

Those who walk in the light begin to shine. Matthew 5:14 says, “Ye are the light of the world.” We do not produce the light—we reflect it. When Christ lives in us, our words carry truth, our lives display hope, and our obedience shines in a dark world. Light is meant to be seen—not hidden. The question is not whether Jesus is the Light. The question is whether we will come out of the darkness. Isaiah 60:1 says, “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.”

Jesus still stands today and declares: “I am the light of the world.” Follow Him, and you will not walk in darkness. Reject Him, and darkness remains. Where Christ is welcomed, darkness cannot stay. Without Christ, the dark wood becomes our cage. In Christ, the flame of hope and eternal joy burns bright. So follow the eternal Flame, not the house of damnation, but the House of the Father.

Watch out for the big bad wolf

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” — Matthew 7:15 (KJV)

In a number of fairy tales, we find a big bad wolf lurking in the woods, ready to pounce. Think of the story of the three little pigs, or how about Little Red Riding Hood? Do you know that even in churches, there are big bad wolves ready to devour? Jesus did not say if false teachers would come—He said beware. The greatest threat to the Church has never been persecution from outside, but deception from within. Wolves do not announce themselves; they disguise themselves. They speak Christian language, quote Scripture, and wear religious garments, but their message and motive are deadly.

Sheep’s clothing speaks of appearance, language, and association. These wolves look harmless, sound spiritual, and blend seamlessly among God’s people. They use biblical words but strip them of biblical meaning. They preach peace without repentance, grace without holiness, love without truth. They emphasize charisma over character, experience over Scripture.

2 Corinthians 11:13–15 says, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ... Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” If Satan masquerades as light, his ministers will sound convincing, compassionate, and progressive, but their doctrine will subtly drift away from truth.

Jesus gives us a test—not emotions, not popularity, but fruit. Matthew 7:16 says, “We shall know them by their fruits.” Does this teaching exalt Christ or self? Does it produce repentance or rebellion? Does it lead people to the cross—or away from it? Bad doctrine always produces bad fruit: pride, compromise, confusion, spiritual bondage, or moral decay. False teaching rarely arrives as open heresy. It begins with small distortions. Galatians 1:6–7 says, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him... unto another gospel: Which is not another.” Paul warns that even a slightly altered gospel is no gospel at all. A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

Common devious doctrines today include grace without obedience; Jesus as Savior but not Lord; truth is subjective; God wants comfort more than character; and doctrine doesn’t matter—only love, but love divorced from truth is not biblical love.

Wolves preach what people want to hear, not what they need to hear. 2 Timothy 4:3–4 says, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine... and they shall turn away their ears from the truth.” They avoid sin and judgment, minimize repentance, reject biblical authority, yet redefine holiness. After all, truth confronts and lies comfort (until they destroy).

Wolves divide, devour, and destroy. Their goal is not to feed the sheep but to use them. Acts 20:29–30 says, “After my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.” They draw disciples after themselves, create elitism (“we know what others don’t”), undermine godly leadership, and show suspicion and division. Where Christ builds unity, wolves breed fragmentation.

Discernment is not judgment—it is obedience. 1 John 4:1 reminds us: “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God.” We must know the Word, test every teaching, and measure everything against Scripture, and value truth over trends. A Bible-ignorant church is a playground for wolves.

The safest believer is not the most emotional, but the most grounded. John 8:31–32 says, ““If ye continue in my word... ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” Truth protects. Truth exposes. Truth delivers. We are living in days when wolves are no longer hiding—they are leading pulpits, writing books, gaining followers. But God has not left His Church defenseless. Hold fast to Scripture. Love truth more than comfort. Follow Christ—not personalities. Stay close to the Shepherd, and the wolves will be exposed. Jude 1:3 says, “Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”

False teachers are known more by what they subtly remove from the gospel than by what they openly deny. They say: “God is love, so He would never confront sin or call anyone to repentance.” : Repentance, holiness, and obedience is sadly missing. John 14:15 says, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” Big bad wolves redefines love as affirmation, treats correction as hatred, and labels biblical truth as “harmful” or “unloving”. It is dangerous because it comforts people on the road to destruction while claiming to represent Christ.

Big bad wolves preach grace without obedience (Hyper-Grace). They say, “Since we’re under grace, obedience no longer matters.” The fear of the Lord and transformed living is, therefore, now made obsolete. Romans 6:1–2 says, “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid.” Indeed, they use grace as a license to sin, downplay repentance, and treats holiness as legalism. Wolves love this doctrine because it keeps people comfortable but unchanged.

Indeed, they separate salvation from obedience. They produce converts but not disciples. They fill churches with untransformed lives. They love feel-good motivational preaching. Big bad wolves are known for sermons focused on success, positivity, self-esteem; Scripture used as inspirational quotes, not truth; and that sin, judgment, and the cross are rarely mentioned. 1 Corinthians 1:18 says, “The preaching of the cross is... the power of God.” Big bad wolves replace Christ-centered preaching with self-centered encouragement.

Indeed, we are living in a time of social media shepherds. They are teachers with massive followings but no accountability. Viral clips replace sound doctrine, and popularity is mistaken for anointing. Matthew 24:24 says, “False Christs and false prophets shall show great signs.” Likes, views, and followers are not fruit.

In the fairy tale of Hansel and Gretel, the children dropped bread crumbs to mark the way home. Yet these crumbs were eaten by birds, so when Hansel and Gretel tried to follow the trail back, it had disappeared. Just so, the ‘crumbs’ fed by the church by the big bad wolves are simply not sufficient or substantial to show the way home. They don’t just feed crumbs, they devour. If we want our way home, we need to stand upon the Word of God. We need to be filled by the Spirit of God. For in the Word and by the Spirit, we shall know the Flame, and we shall know the voice of the Flame as our true Shepherd.

Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” This verse uses two related but distinct images to describe how the Bible (God’s Word) guides us. In biblical times, a lamp was a small oil light that illuminated only a few steps ahead. This means God’s Word gives daily, immediate guidance. It helps us know what to do next, even when we can’t see far ahead. It also prevents us from stumbling in moral, spiritual, or practical decisions. The Bible doesn’t always show the whole journey at once — it shows the next faithful step. We need to stand upon the Word, know it, live it, and follow it to find our way out of the dark woods.

Jesus is the Flame who guides us home. He is “the Word” because He is God’s full and living self-expression—God made known in a person, not just in written text. So the Word is also the flame, and such a flame is our light and lamp John 11,14: “In the beginning was the Word (Logos), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”

Here, “the Word” (Logos) is identified as: eternal (“in the beginning”), divine (“was God”), and personal (“dwelt among us”). Jesus is the Word who became human. In biblical thought, a word is not just sound or text—it is active, powerful, and revealing. We find in Scripture that God creates by His word (Genesis 1), God reveals His will by His word, and God acts through His word. So when Jesus is called the Word, it means He reveals who God is, He speaks God’s truth perfectly, and He acts with God’s authority. “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” (John 14:9)

Jesus does what the Word does. Everything Scripture says God’s Word does, Jesus does. He creates, and so we read in John 1:3 that “All things were made by him”. He gives life, and so we read in John 1:14 that “In him was life”. He brings light, for John 1:5 says that the light shineth in darkness”.

Jesus is the perfect revelation of God. Before Jesus, God spoke through prophets, and God revealed Himself in types, shadows, and laws. Hebrews 1:1–3 says that God has in these last days spoken unto us by his Son. Jesus is not just a messenger—He is the message. The Bible and Jesus are inseparable. The Bible is the written Word of God. Jesus is the living Word of God. The Bible testifies about Christ, reveals Christ, and leads us to Christ. John 5:39 says, “Search the scriptures... they are they which testify of me.”

Jesus is the Word. To know God, we know Christ. To understand Scripture, we look for Christ. To walk in truth, we follow Christ. The Bible gives us God’s words. Jesus is God’s Word in flesh. Jesus is the Word because He is God revealed, God speaking, God acting, and God with us. He is the light unto my path. A light reveals the direction of the road, not just the ground beneath our feet. This speaks of long-term direction and purpose. God’s Word reveals truth, meaning, and God’s will for life. It keeps us from wandering off into deception or darkness. The Word as Logos and Rhema shapes our values, choices, and ultimate destination.

Jesus Himself is called “the Light of the world” (John 8:12). The Bible points us to Him, and through Him, we learn how to walk in truth. The Word reveals the Way — and Christ is the Way. So yes, know Christ, know the Word, for then find the lamp to guide our next step, we discover a light to revealing our life’s direction, and we are comforted, for it is a safeguard to keep us from spiritual darkness. So yes, we need to follow the Flame, and not eat the crumbs of little value or spiritual nourishment. We need to test doctrine, because the big bad wolves in their crumbs of deception will not lead anyone home. The Shepherd is coming, so let Him find us faithful, but not fooled.

Let us pray: “Lord, sharpen our discernment, anchor us in Your Word, and guard Your flock from deception. Give us hearts that love truth, courage to stand firm, and wisdom to recognize every wolf that comes disguised as a sheep. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

The weight of obedience

Based on Isaiah 20, the prophet Isaiah was instructed by God to walk around "naked and barefoot" for three years as a specific sign. God told Isaiah to remove his sackcloth (a rough, outer prophetic garment) and his sandals. Some argue he was not completely naked, only partially. Whatever the reality, Isaiah must have been in a state of discomfort for three years.

He did this as a symbol of the impending humiliation of Egypt and Cush (Ethiopia/Sudan) at the hands of Assyria. The prophecy indicated that the Assyrians would carry away Egyptian and Cushite captives naked and barefoot. The act served as a warning to Judah, who were trusting in Egypt and Cush for help against the Assyrians, that relying on these nations would lead to similar humiliation.

Another prophet, Ezekiel, was commanded to lie on his side for a prolonged period (totalling 430 days) as a sign of the punishment of Israel and Judah. In Ezekiel 4, God commanded the prophet to lie on his left side for 390 days to bear the punishment of the house of Israel. Following the first period, he was commanded to lie on his right side for another 40 days to bear the punishment of the house of Judah. The 430 days total represented 430 years of punishment for the people's sins, with each day representing a year. This act was part of a series of sign-acts intended to show the impending siege and destruction of Jerusalem.

Remember, many of the prophets were instructed to carry out dramatic action to accompany their messages, ranging from simple sermon illustrations to complex acted-out parables. These signs were not merely visual aids; they were designed to reach people’s wills and hearts, enabling people not just to see the truth but to feel it. 

Ezekiel performs more sign-acts than most prophets, perhaps because his communicative task is harder than most. He must preach a message of Jerusalem’s inevitable downfall to a people convinced it could not be captured by the nations—and then, after the city’s fall, he must convey hope for the future to a people crushed by despair. Even those who are reluctant to stop and listen to Ezekiel’s words will be forced to recognize the import of his message through these dramatic signs. It will become clear even to a reluctant audience that a prophet has been in their midst when these signs begin to become reality.

Ezekiel’s first sign-act involves erecting an elaborate model depicting Jerusalem as a city under siege. He is to take a clay brick, perhaps 10 inches by 24 inches (25 cm by 61 cm), and draw a map or a picture of Jerusalem on it while it is still soft (v. 1). Such bricks were common building materials in Babylon, and city plans sketched out on bricks have been excavated at the site of Nippur, in the same region as Ezekiel’s exile. Then the prophet is to create a diorama of a besieged city around the brick, with siege ramps, army camps strategically located around the city, and battering rams to break through the walls (v. 2)—all the latest weaponry and the overwhelming force the Babylonians will bring to bear on Jerusalem. With the city surrounded by the Babylonians, there would be no way into or out of Jerusalem.

Yet the Babylonians are not Jerusalem’s biggest problem. The prophet himself is to take the Lord’s part in the drama, with his face fixed toward Jerusalem, representing a settled attitude toward the city, and an iron griddle, or pan, between him and the city, depicting the complete severing of relations between Israel and her God (v. 3). The use of an iron object highlights the impenetrability of the barrier. No communication between the people and the Lord will be possible, which means that their cries for mercy and relief will go unheeded. This griddle is thus the visual equivalent of the Lord’s forbidding Ezekiel in the previous chapter to act as an intercessor for the city.

The second sign the prophet is required to perform is related to the first and involves lying down next to the model he has built for a lengthy period of time, first on one side and then on the other. In this sign, foreshadowing the work of the final Son of Man, the prophet represents both the afflicted people and their God. Ezekiel is to be tied with ropes, representing the siege victims and confining him to a single position. These cords are placed on him by the Lord himself, emphasizing the Lord’s agency in this series of events and the unchangeable nature of what is being signed (Ezekiel 4:8).

The third part of the sign-act comes in the form of the prophet’s diet during this acted-out siege. Once again, as the representative of the people in Jerusalem, he is to join them in consuming siege rations while he lies down next to the surrounded city. The strange mixture of grains and legumes from which he is to make his bread is not a secret health formula, as some have supposed; rather it represents a situation in which food shortages are so desperate that there is not enough grain of any one kind to make proper flour, and so scrapings of whatever can be found must be mixed together into a single loaf. 

Ezekiel’s actions are certainly bizarre, and some commentators have sought to diagnose the prophet with some kind of mental illness as a result. However, Ezekiel undertakes these actions not as a result of any mental dysfunction but rather out of obedience to a direct command from God. As a prophet, Ezekiel embodies in his actions both the Lord who has sent him and the people of Israel to whom he goes. In this dual representation, Ezekiel foreshadows the ultimate sign-act, in which the Word becomes flesh, and the Lord of Glory humbles himself to come and live among us, an act far more restrictive and humiliating for divine glory than anything Ezekiel undertakes. Jesus comes not merely to show us the enormous scale of our sin for which judgment could rightly befall us. He also bore our punishment through the priestly act of atoning for us, offering his own body as a sacrifice on the cross to deal with our sin, once for all (Eph. 5:2).

While the actions of Isaiah and Ezekiel were radical, it shows us the importance of obedience. Who among us today would walk around naked, or even partially naked, for three years? Who would lie on their side for more than a year, never mind a day? Today, the church has become disconnected from the weightiness of obeying God. From Genesis to Revelation, one truth echoes with unwavering clarity: God values obedience. Not because He is controlling, but because obedience is the language of love, faith, and trust. Ezekiel and Isaiah were not superheroes; they simply obeyed because God commanded obedience.

Jesus said plainly in John 14:15, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” Notice, He did not say, “If you fear Me,” or “If you understand everything.” He said, “If you love Me.” Obedience is not forced submission; it is a willing response to a relationship. Just as a child who trusts a loving parent follows instruction, so the believer obeys God—not to earn love, but because love already exists. God does not measure our devotion by our words alone, but by our walk.

In Deuteronomy 28, God outlines blessings for obedience and consequences for disobedience. This is not punishment-driven theology; it is alignment theology. When we obey God, we place ourselves under His divine order. Just as natural laws govern the physical world, spiritual laws govern the kingdom of God. Obedience keeps us aligned with God’s will, where His favor, guidance, and protection flow freely. Disobedience, on the other hand, removes us from that covering, not because God withdraws love, but because we step outside His design.

The prophet Samuel declared in 1 Samuel 15:22: “To obey is better than sacrifice.” Saul offered religious activity, but God desired surrendered obedience. This reveals a powerful truth: God is not impressed by performance when the heart is disobedient. We can sing, serve, give, and appear spiritual—yet still resist God’s voice. Obedience says, “Lord, not my will, but Yours be done.” That posture touches the heart of God.

Faith is not passive belief; it is belief in action. Hebrews 11 is filled with people who did not just believe in God; they obeyed Him. Noah built the ark before the rain. Abraham left his homeland without knowing the destination. Moses confronted Pharaoh with nothing but God’s word. Their obedience made their faith visible. Obedience proves we trust God even when we do not understand Him.

God uses obedience to mature us. Every instruction He gives is designed for our good, even when it stretches us. Jesus Himself, though sinless, “learned obedience through what He suffered” (Hebrews 5:8). If obedience shaped the life of Christ, how much more does it shape ours? Blessing often follows obedience—not always immediately, but always purposefully.

When we obey, we reflect God’s character to the world. Our obedience becomes a testimony that God’s ways are true, righteous, and life-giving. In Matthew 5:16, Jesus said our lives should shine so that others may “glorify your Father in heaven.” Obedience turns faith into visible light. Obedience is not about perfection; it is about surrender. God is not seeking flawless people, but willing hearts. Today, God is still asking the same question He asked in Scripture: “Will you trust Me enough to obey Me?” Because obedience is not loss, it is life. Not bondage, but freedom. Not control, but covenant. “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” — John 8:32

Drink from the cup of life, not poisoned powder

Exodus 32 says, “19 So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses’ anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it. 21 And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?”

We all know the story of the golden calf, but what we may have missed is how Moses took the burned up calf, and he infused the powder into the water for the people to drink. It was like saying, “You want to serve another god, then drink it!” This was quite radical. The people who have rebelled against God was now forced to drink their idol! They had to digest their rebellion, and in doing, so poison themselves.

The people were reminded that idols are lifeless and powerless. They cannot act, respond, save, or speak. Jeremiah 10:3–5 says, ““For the practices of the peoples are worthless; they cut a tree from the forest. Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field, their idols cannot speak; they must be carried because they cannot walk.” Isaiah 44:9–10 says, “All who make idols are nothing, and the things they treasure are worthless.” 1 Corinthians 8:4 reminds us, “We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one.” Idols, after all, cannot save or deliver. They offer no real help in times of need. Isaiah 45:20 says, “Those who carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods that cannot save,” and also Habakkuk 2:18–19, which says, “Of what value is an idol carved by a craftsman? Woe to the one who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’”

Psalm 115:8 says, “Those who make them will be like them, and so will all who trust in them.” Idol worship leads to spiritual blindness. And the Israelites displayed their spiritual blindness while Moses was “seeing” the glory of the Lord on the mountain. Lifeless worship produces lifeless faith. Jeremiah 10:10 reminds us that the Lord is the true God; He is the living God, the eternal King. Moses was angry, because the people had exchanged the power of a living God for something worthless, lifeless and powerless. Acts 17:24–25 reminds us it is God who made the world. It was God who delivered them from the wilderness, and so the people had to be reminded of their folly by drinking from the cup of an idol. And in such cup they found there was no power, only powder.

In Exodus 15, we read how God made the bitter waters sweet: 22 So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23 Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah. 24 And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 25 So he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. There He made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there He tested them, 26 and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.”

At Mrah, the rebellious people discovered the God of provision, wonder, power, and miracles. Yet they were warned not to turn away from the voice of the Lord. If they obeyed, they would be blessed. Yet it didn’t take long for them to disobey! At Marah, they drank sweet waters for serving God, and for their rebellion, at Mount Sinai, they were forced to drink waters that contained the powder of their dead god. How quickly they had forgotten their true and living God!

Now, let us consider how Jesus is the sweet living waters. When the Bible says Jesus is the Living Water, it is using one of the most powerful images in all of Scripture — especially in a dry, desert world where water meant life itself. Jesus says in John 4:14: “Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” Everything else we drink from — success, pleasure, approval, religion without relationship — might refresh us for a moment, but it never lasts. Jesus is saying: I don’t just quench thirst temporarily, I change the source. He doesn’t give you a sip. He becomes the well inside you.

Jesus spoke these words to a Samaritan woman who was emotionally, socially, and spiritually dry. Living water flows into broken hearts, shame-filled pasts, weary souls, and empty faith. Where Jesus flows, dead places come alive again. In John 7:37–39, Scripture explains that Jesus was speaking about the Holy Spirit. This means the living water is God’s presence within us, God’s power working through us, and God’s voice guiding us daily. Not religion from the outside, but life from the inside.

Living water flows and it’s never stagnant. Still water goes bad, yet living water moves. When Christ fills us, His life begins to flow through us — love, forgiveness, truth, compassion, courage. If the water stops flowing outward, something is blocking the source.  Remember, living water is a gift, not a reward. You don’t earn it. You don’t deserve it. You receive it. Jesus simply says, “If anyone is thirsty, let them come to Me and drink.” No filters. No conditions. Just surrender and faith.

Now, considering how Jesus is the living waters, also consider Matthew 21: 43 which says, “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.” Luke 20 puts Matthew 21 into context: “17 Then He looked at them and said, “What then is this that is written: ‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone’? 18 Whoever falls on that stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”  Scriptures makes it very clear that when we reject the Cornerstone, we will be ground to powder, therefore, of little value or substance spiritually. We are, after all, like dust. Only in God’s hand are we of worth and enjoy eternal life. Prophetically, this takes us back to the golden calf, where the people were forced to drink from the cup of their rebellion against God. And such a cup does not bring life, but only death.

Daniel 2 says, “44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.” This speaks of the Kingdom of God, with Jesus being the true Rock, which will forever stand. God’s Kingdom will eventually destroy and grind all kingdoms, empires. and powers to dust!

I find Matthew 4 interesting. We read at the time of the devil tempting Jesus: “8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” The devil surely knew that the One he was tempting was destined to bring all these kingdoms of the world to nought, and, therefore, without power, life or value! He tempted Jesus with things that the eternal Rock would destroy!

1 Corinthians 1 reminds us of the following: “18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” There is nothing good in rejecting God’s Lordship. Those at Mount Sinai, even though experiencing the miracle at Marah, quickly fell into rebellion. They discovered the idols hold no power. And so they were forced to drink from the cup which holds no life, but only the power of death. Throughout the Old Testament, God makes it clear there is no good think which comes from rejecting Him. In Deuteronomy 28:24, when it comes to either worshiping God or rejecting God, we read, “The Lord will change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed.” God brings life. This world brings death. Idolatry is foolishness. Only God holds life.

2 Kings 23:15 says, “Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he broke down; and he burned the high place and crushed it to powder, and burned the wooden image.” 2 Kings 23 records the great revival in the time of King Josiah. We are reminded if we truly want to serve God, we need to destroy our idols and false gods. We need to grind them to powder, lest in our rejection of God, we are forced to drink the cup of their worthless and lifeless powder!

We read of the harlot (or “great prostitute”) in Revelation 17–18 that is called: “Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots and of the abominations of the earth.” She is not presented as a single individual, but as a symbol. Most biblical scholars (across denominations) agree she represents a corrupt system — religious, political, economic, or cultural — that opposes God while seducing the world. We read that she commits spiritual adultery, therefore, unfaithfulness to God, often tied to idolatry and compromise (Revelation 17:2). In the Bible, harlotry often symbolizes spiritual unfaithfulness, especially when God’s people or nations turn to idols, power, or wealth instead of Him (see Hosea, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel).

What is important is that she carries a cup. This is crucial. “She held a golden cup in her hand filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries.” The cup is golden on the outside, and it looks attractive, respectable, and even holy. It is, however, filled with abominations such as corruption, idolatry, violence, and deception. So it holds a beautiful presentation, yet poisonous content. The cup represents false teaching dressed as truth, moral compromise packaged as prosperity or progress, power, and luxury gained through injustice and spiritual corruption.

There’s also a chilling irony. Later, God gives Babylon a cup to drink, which is His judgment (Revelation 16:19). Revelation 18:6 says, “Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her.” Not only was she to be fed her own abomination and wickedness, but she will suffer the consequences double-fold! The one who intoxicated the nations is forced to drink the consequences herself. Sound familiar? Just like Moses gave the cup to the Israelites, so the harlot was to drink from the cup of her rebellion and defiance against God. Indeed, God shall not be mocked (read Romans 1).

And why not be judged, for Revelation 17:6 says, “I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus.” This shows that the system she represents persecutes true believers, silences truth, and thrives when faithfulness is crushed. This isn’t just moral failure, its active opposition to God. The harlot and the cup together warn that evil often looks appealing, powerful, and religious and not everything that glitters is righteous. Compromise with the world can masquerade as success, yet God sees through appearances and judgment is certain. Revelation isn’t just about future prophecy; it’s also a timeless warning: don’t drink from the cup of a world system that rejects God, no matter how attractive it looks.

Indeed, the Israelites discovered God’s wrath when they chose another cup. Just so, many choose to drink from the cup of the world for it looks beautiful, yet it contains poison. 1 Corinthians 10:21 says clearly, “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both the Lord’s Table and the table of demons.” In Scripture, a cup always represents participation, fellowship, and alignment. To drink from a cup is to say, “I share in this. I agree with this. I identify with this.”  When Paul speaks of the cup of the Lord, he is pointing us to communion, therefore, the sacrifice of Christ, the covenant sealed by His blood, and a life surrendered to His lordship. When he warns about the cup of demons, he is not just talking only about idol worship in temples — he is talking about any system, habit, value, or loyalty that stands opposed to God’s truth.

God does not share His throne. You cannot confess Christ on Sunday and compromise the rest of the week. You cannot praise God with your lips while partnering with darkness in your choices. You cannot sit at the Lord’s Table and then casually pull up a chair at tables that celebrate sin, deception, or rebellion. Paul’s warning is loving, but it is firm: when believers try to mix devotion to Christ with worldly or demonic influences, it doesn’t make faith “balanced” — it makes it divided. And a divided heart is a dangerous place to live spiritually.

Jesus Himself said, “No one can serve two masters.” Not should, but “can”. There is a difference. One will always win. One will always shape you. One will always claim your allegiance. When we drink from the cup of the Lord, we are saying: “My life belongs to You.” “Your truth defines me.” “Your sacrifice is enough.” We need to examine our cup. If we serve the Lord, we drink from His living waters. In our rebellion, we drink from the cup of our idols, which only brings darkness and chaos.

What are you drinking from daily when it comes to your habits, your entertainment, your values, and your influences? If the cup does not honor Christ, it will slowly empty your joy, your peace, and your power. Choose today which table you will sit at because the cup you drink from will shape the life you live. “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Yes, we need to choose one cup. We need to choose one table. We need to choose one King. We cannot continue in idolatry, rebellion, and defiance of God’s ways, truth, and Kingdom.

Lord, we renounce every divided loyalty. We turn from compromise, hidden agreements, and quiet concessions. We declare that our lives belong fully to Jesus Christ. Today, we lay down every cup that does not honor Him. We drink deeply from the cup of the Lord, the cup of grace, the cup of truth, and the cup of salvation.  With clean hands and undivided hearts, we say: Jesus, You alone are Lord. Yes, Lord, You are the Living Waters.

The dangers of rebellion

Scripture does not treat disobedience lightly. When disobedience becomes rebellion, it does not merely hinder our walk with God, but it endangers our faith itself. The Bible uses strong language for a reason, because the stakes are eternal. At its core, rebellion says, “I know what God says, but I choose my own way.” This is why 1 Samuel 15:23 declares: “Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.”

Why such a severe comparison? Because rebellion replaces God’s authority with self-rule. Faith cannot survive where God is no longer Lord. The moment we decide obedience is optional, we begin shifting our trust from God to ourselves. Faith demands surrender; rebellion demands control. The two cannot coexist. Hebrews warns repeatedly (3:7-8): “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.”

Each act of wilful disobedience dulls spiritual sensitivity. What once convicted us now barely moves us. What once stirred repentance now feels normal. This slow hardening makes sin familiar and obedience burdensome. A hardened heart does not happen overnight—it forms through repeated refusal to obey. Faith is not only what we confess; it is what we live. James 2:17 says: “Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”

Rebellion creates a dangerous divide: we believe the truth, yet refuse to live it. Over time, this contradiction becomes unbearable. Instead of changing behaviour, many adjust their beliefs. To preserve rebellion, faith is slowly redefined—until it no longer resembles biblical faith at all. Paul warns in 1 Timothy 1:19: “Holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so have suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith.” Notice the order: first, a rejected conscience; then, a shipwrecked faith. When obedience is ignored, the conscience must be silenced. Self-justification replaces repentance. Scripture is twisted to support disobedience. Eventually, truth itself feels threatening. A faith that no longer submits to truth cannot remain intact.

God is relational, not mechanical. Persistent rebellion grieves the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30). Prayer becomes strained. Worship becomes routine. Scripture feels distant. Not because God has moved—but because rebellion builds a wall where intimacy once lived. Faith thrives in closeness. Rebellion breeds distance.  Hebrews 2:1 warns: “We must pay the most careful attention... so that we do not drift away.” No one plans to abandon faith. Drift happens quietly—through neglected obedience, ignored conviction, and compromised holiness. Small acts of rebellion open the door to larger ones. What we tolerate today shapes what we embrace tomorrow.

When pride takes the throne, faith collapses. Satan’s fall began not with unbelief, but rebellion. He knew God, yet refused submission. Faith is sustained by humility. Rebellion exalts self, and pride always precedes the fall. Rebellion shipwrecks faith not in a storm, but through slow, intentional resistance to obedience. But the gospel offers hope. God restores the broken, revives the drifting, and forgives the repentant. A shipwreck does not have to be final—unless pride refuses rescue. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” — Galatians 6:7

The Bible is not merely a book of promises—it is also a book of warnings. God, in His mercy, recorded real lives, real failures, and real consequences so that we might learn, repent, and walk in obedience. Disobedience is never without consequence. Sometimes the judgment is immediate, sometimes delayed—but it is always certain.

Adam and Eve’s disobedience brought sin into the world. God gave one clear command: “You shall not eat.” Yet Adam and Eve chose to listen to the serpent instead of the Creator. The result was separation from God, and the entrance of sin and death into the world. This led to pain, toil, suffering and expulsion from the Garden. Disobedience may appear small, but it carries generational consequences. One act of rebellion plunged all humanity into sin. “For the wages of sin is death...” — Romans 6:23

Cain’s disobedience led to murder and exile (Genesis 4:3–16). God warned Cain that sin was crouching at his door, but Cain refused correction. The murder of his brother Abel led him to become a fugitive and wanderer. He was marked to endure a life of restlessness. When we ignore God’s warnings, sin will master us. Unchecked rebellion always escalates.

King Saul’s disobedience cost a Kingdom (1 Samuel 13; 15).  Saul disobeyed God by offering sacrifices unlawfully and sparing what God commanded him to destroy. God rejected him as king, the Spirit of the Lord departed from him, and his reign ended in tragedy and shame. Samuel’s rebuke still echoes: “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” — 1 Samuel 15:22. Partial obedience is total disobedience. God desires submission, not religious excuses.

Achan’s hidden sin brought corporate defeat (Joshua 7). Achan secretly kept forbidden items after Jericho’s fall. The consequences were that Israel lost battles, God’s presence withdrew, and Achan and his family were destroyed. Private disobedience has public consequences. Sin never stays hidden, and it always affects others.

Samson’s disobedience ended in bondage (Judges 13–16). Samson was anointed, gifted, and called, but he played with sin and ignored God’s boundaries.  It resulted in a loss of spiritual power, loss of vision (his eyes were gouged out), and public humiliation and captivity. Repeated disobedience dulls spiritual sensitivity until we no longer recognise God’s absence.

Jonah’s disobedience led to the belly of a fish (Jonah 1–2). Jonah ran from God’s assignment. The consequences were a violent storm, threatened innocent lives, and isolation and suffering in the depths. Yet Jonah’s story also reveals mercy, when he repented, God restored him. You can run from God’s will, but you cannot outrun God’s discipline. Ananias and Sapphira’s disobedience was sparked by deception (Acts 5:1–11). They lied, not to men, but to the Holy Spirit. The consequences were immediate death and great fear falling upon the church. God takes obedience seriously, especially when hypocrisy poisons His people.

One of the strangest stories in the entire Old Testament appears in 1 Kings 13.  In this story, God sends a young prophet to curse the idolatrous altar that Jeroboam has built at Bethel.  God has told him not to eat or drink until he returns to Judah.  On his way home, though, the young prophet encounters an old prophet who lies to him, claiming that an angel has told him that the young prophet is supposed to eat in the old prophet’s house. 

The young prophet agrees to come with him, and in mid-meal, the old prophet prophesies that the young prophet will die because of his disobedience.  Indeed, on the way home, the young prophet is attacked and killed by a lion.  The old prophet, so far as we know, is never punished, even though his lie cost the life of another. To us, this seems horribly unfair.  The old prophet had evil intent.  The young prophet was merely deceived.  How come God killed the young prophet and not the old one?

God sees two spiritual categories:  faithful and unfaithful.  Either we follow His revealed will, or we don’t.  Past that point, the whys and wherefores don’t matter much.  Disobedience for whatever reason is still disobedience.  The gullible young prophet who is deceived by a lying revelation is in the same spiritual boat as a (hypothetical) rebellious young prophet who defies God
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