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‘I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine.’

Song of Songs 6:3
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Forward by Richard Chartres

Sandy’s countless friends will be cheered by the publication of this little book of Christian nuggets in which his own unmistakable tone can clearly be heard. Instead of a massy tome of controversial divinity we have a delightful and unoppressive simplicity which nevertheless packs a Christian punch.

Sandy has developed a remarkable leadership style that has played a crucial role in promoting the growth, first of the church of Holy Trinity Brompton, but now, with the development of Alpha, what must be described as a most significant international missionary agency.

It is characteristic of his teaching as revealed in this book that it is full of real life and focuses on those themes which unite all those who love Jesus Christ rather than harping on the sometimes esoteric subjects which divide us. There is also shrewd advice offered with disarming humility about how to live the good life following the Christian way.

I hope that this book will carry the voice of this gifted Christian leader even further than he has travelled on his many journeys over the past decades of service.




Introduction

TO CHURCH LEADERS in Britain and around the world, Sandy Millar is renowned for his extraordinary achievements as a church leader.

In his twenty years as Vicar of Holy Trinity Brompton, he built up the biggest and most influential Anglican church in the country, a church which ‘planted’ new vibrant congregations all over London and founded the Alpha course, one of the greatest evangelistic enterprises of our generation.

As the years went on, bishops, archbishops, theologians and evangelists of all denominations beat a path to the door of his Knightsbridge vicarage to be welcomed with a cup of tea and a warm smile.

But Sandy’s church leadership is not complicated. It is founded upon a simple trust that Jesus Christ is alive today and that the local church community, united in their love for God and one another, is there to proclaim it through words and deeds.

To him, faith is rooted in everyday life – relationships with family and friends, struggles with temptation, handling money, behaviour in the workplace …

‘I have a secret to tell you,’ he will say sotto voce with a gleam in his eye, ‘Jesus reigns.’ We laugh each time we hear him say it – but we know that he is not joking. It is a truth at the centre of all he says and does.

Another thing: Sandy Millar loves people – of all ages, backgrounds and nationalities. Spending time with Sandy is, quite simply, fun. One reason is that he enjoys stories so much. Whether talking to an individual or a congregation of thousands, it is not long before he sets off with almost childish delight on a story or anecdote. Sometimes it is to illustrate what he is saying, but often it is for the sheer joy of sharing the story with his friends.

The stories could come from his Scottish upbringing, his time as a barrister in London’s law courts, his family life with Annette and the four children, his love of poetry and literature, his experiences of God at work – anything he has seen, heard or read.

Many stories come from his time attending conferences in California where he saw a new model of worship and ministry under the leadership of John Wimber which excited him like nothing he had seen before and which was to have a powerful impact upon his life.

It is Sandy’s love of story and anecdote that has given rise to this small volume – only published after some pressure was placed upon its reluctant author by his friends. It is compiled from transcripts of his sermons and writings – and any errors are almost certainly the result of defective editing on my part.

One day there will be a larger book but in the meantime here is an hors d’oeuvre – an introduction to the wisdom and simple faith of a man described by former Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey as ‘one of the great Christian leaders of our time.’

Mark Elsdon-Dew

Holy Trinity Brompton

May 2005


All I Want Is You

SOME YEARS AGO I was at a conference in California. We had had a wonderful evening and the Spirit of God had been moving all over the place. When it was over, I went for a long walk along the ocean.

As I was walking I was caught up with the excitement of all that lay ahead and just the thrill of the Spirit of God. I was saying, ‘Lord, I will give you anything you want … I will do anything you want me to do.’ Have you ever said that to him?

And I confess I was rather immodestly listing one or two of the things I thought he might want me to do – to contribute to the kingdom of God. It wasn’t a very long list for obvious reasons.

I can honestly claim to have only heard the Lord speak about three times in this way, but as clearly as I have ever heard him speak, he said, ‘All I want is you.’

I found that really hard to take. Because I can cope with people who are cross with me, offended or upset. What’s much harder is to see this love from Jesus, and yet we let him down again and again. And all he wants is us – all of us. It was the most humbling thing. I thought, ‘Oh Lord, is that really right?’

 We have got ourselves so worried. We see our value to God in terms of our ministry, or our contribution, our this or our that. When we think about it honestly on our knees, we really can’t think about anything that would be of much value to him who owns everything in the whole world. He can raise up people out of the stones if he wants them. He can do anything he likes. But all he wants is you.


Reformation or Revolution

WHEN I WAS AT university we used to have lunch in a particular restaurant every now and again. One of the things that occurred on the menu every Thursday was ‘Lamb Cutlet Réforme’. The chef was very sensitive about the feelings of his customers and he would leave a book at the door asking us to leave our comments in it. A friend of mine, who was rather bolder than I was, wrote very simply, ‘Lamb Cutlet Réforme will not do. Only a revolution would have saved mine.’

That is actually the Christian message. It isn’t reformation we are looking for. It is a revolution in the heart that changes the inside and fills us with a love for God that gives us a love for every creature that he made.


Peace and Joy

JESUS DIDN’T DIE to make us peaceful; he died to reconcile us to God. Once we are reconciled to God we are at peace. He didn’t die to make us feel good or happy. He died that we might be forgiven. Once we are forgiven we begin to feel good and at peace. They are by-products of the relationship.
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Alpha is a series of interactive sessions exploring the Christian faith.

Each talk looks at a different question around faith and is designed to create conversation. Alpha is run all around the globe, and everyone’s welcome.

It runs in cafés, churches, universities, homes – you name it.
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To find out more or to run Alpha, go to

alpha.org

To purchase Alpha resources, go to 

shop.alpha.org
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Hodder & Stoughton is the UK’s leading Christian publisher, with a wide range of books from the bestselling authors in the UK and around the world ranging from Christian lifestyle and theology to apologetics, testimony and fiction. We also publish the world’s most popular Bible translation in modern English, the New International Version, renowned for its accuracy and readability.
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