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			Advance Praise for Heirs of the Revolution

			“I’ve long known Trent as an America First champion with the backbone to do what we need to have done. With Heirs of the Revolution, he sheds light on important issues while displaying his strength, tenacity, and love for his country.” 

			– Kash Patel, Director of the FBI, Author of Government Gangsters

			“When I endorsed his Senate campaign, I knew Trent was a tried-and-true conservative, a family man, business leader and an accomplished Mayor. Now he’s an author as well. He will never cave to the establishment DC cabal in his quest to restore our republic.” 

			– Charlie Kirk, Founder of Turning Point USA

			“Mayor Staggs understands that our founding fathers gave us an incredible country. We are truly the inheritors of greatness. It is incumbent upon us to keep the flame of freedom alive. In his book Heirs of the Revolution, Trent outlines what American patriots must do to make sure our country is free and prosperous for future generations.” 

			– Kari Lake, Trump Administration Official

			“We are the heirs to the revolution, and understanding exactly what that means is what will save our Republic. Trent Staggs eloquently expounds on what must be done to do just that. This is a must-read for everyone who loves this country or who wants to know why people around the world respect the United States.”

			– Congressman Andy Biggs

			“Our Constitution is inspired by our Creator. That sacred document created a blueprint of a government to be administered by ‘We the People.’ Trent clearly understands that at a level higher than most. In this can’t-miss book, he expounds upon history and explains exactly what our founders intended—and more importantly, how we get back to that today.”

			– Senator Mike Lee 

			
“We’ve gotten so far from the republic that our founders envisioned, yet as Trent Staggs points out, hope is not lost. We are the heirs to the revolution, and in the spirit of the revolution we have the ability to right this course. A must-read for anyone looking to understand both our history and our path forward.”

			– Kimberly Fletcher, President, Moms for America
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			This book is dedicated to my wife for all of her support of my political endeavors, and to my children and their generation—may they preserve this, our Constitutional Republic, the greatest country ever known to mankind.
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			Introduction

			“And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe—the belief that the rights of man come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God. We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution.”

			—John F. Kennedy (Inaugural Address, January 20, 1961)

			We’ve squandered our inheritance. Founded on the belief in God-given rights to life, liberty, and property, our limited government was meant to protect these freedoms. But through corruption and apathy, we’ve let that freedom erode into a statist, near-socialist control over our lives. What remains is a Republic in Name Only, where big government and big business stifle our liberties.

			For the first time in years, however, we are feeling hope with President Trump’s historic victory in November 2024. Since announcing his first run in 2015, he has been maligned, attacked, falsely indicted, and even shot. Yet despite all that, he came back to win the presidency, Republican control of the House of Representatives and the Senate, and the will of the people in a way our country hasn’t seen since the Reagan Revolution. We now have a hope of restoring our Republic to what it once was and preventing the catastrophe that would await the world if America falls.

			This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to undo the missteps of the past—and it will rest largely with us, We the People, to restore our Republic. This is our chance to put quickly right what has slowly been going wrong—before it is too late.

			Our American Republic, once a beacon of freedom and self-governance, now stands on the edge of a precipice. The flame of liberty, whose torch was stoked by our founding fathers and carried by generations of patriots, is being steadily extinguished by the corrosive forces of corruption, apathy, and moral decay. The legacy of liberty, hard-won through blood and sacrifice, is slipping through our fingers as we trade the priceless gift of freedom for the fleeting comforts of convenience, safety, and security.

			This is not some abstract threat, or a distant one. The Republic is in peril, and its fate now hangs in the balance.

			To understand the gravity of the moment we face, we must look back—not just to the founding of the nation but also to the pivotal events that have shaped and, too often, distorted our path. What the founders envisioned was a bold experiment, unprecedented in human history. They crafted a government limited by design, a system rooted in the principles of natural rights, where power was derived from the consent of the governed. It was not a perfect system, but it was built on the idea that free men, guided by virtue and civic responsibility, could govern themselves. And for much of the nation’s history, these principles held strong.

			But the erosion of those ideals—the incremental abandonment of personal responsibility, the rise of big government, and the normalization of corruption—did not happen overnight. The slow unraveling of America’s moral and political foundation has been a process marked by moments of betrayal and deep cynicism. Time and time again, the Republic has been tested. And while the founders warned us of the dangers that lay ahead—excessive government power, the moral decay of the citizenry, and the corrupting influence of unchecked ambition—we find ourselves in the very place they cautioned against.

			But to truly grasp the gravity of the moment, we must first understand what it means to be an heir. The title of this book, Heirs of the Revolution, is not mere rhetoric; it represents a solemn reality. To be an heir is to inherit something precious, something entrusted to us by those who came before. And what have we inherited? We are the beneficiaries of the most extraordinary political experiment in human history—a Republic founded on the radical idea that the people, not kings or emperors, should govern themselves.

			The founders’ vision of a government limited in its power and dedicated to protecting natural rights was a breakthrough in a world dominated by monarchy and tyranny. It was a vision grounded in liberty, where individual rights were unalienable, given not by the “generosity of the state” but by our Creator. As Benjamin Franklin once remarked, “A republic, if you can keep it.” The founders understood that this inheritance was fragile. It was designed to last only as long as the people remained vigilant in defending their rights and responsibilities.

			This legacy is indeed exceptional. The freedoms Americans enjoy—freedom of speech, religious liberty, the right to own property, and the ability to participate in self-governance—are not common rights across the globe, nor have they been the norm throughout history.

			To put this into perspective, approximately 117 billion people have ever lived on Earth, according to the Population Reference Bureau (PRB). Of that number, only about 545 million people have ever lived in the United States, which means that just 0.466 percent of the people who have ever lived have had the opportunity to experience the liberties that are often taken for granted by Americans. This is a stark reminder that the American experiment in self-governance is not merely unique but also a radical departure from the norm in human history, where the majority of people lived under oppressive rulers, deprived of basic rights and relegated to a life of dependency.

			These extraordinary freedoms are a gift inherited from the sacrifices of generations before us. This legacy demands that we not only appreciate it but also actively defend and preserve it for future generations.

			We inherited a system of government built upon sacrifice and the unwavering belief in human liberty. The men and women who fought to establish this Republic risked everything. The founders pledged their lives, fortunes, and sacred honor to secure a future where we could live free from tyranny. Many of them poured their personal fortunes into the cause. Others lost family members, homes, and livelihoods in the struggle for independence. This gift was not handed to us cheaply—it was earned with blood, toil, and a willingness to defy an empire.

			To forget or to be dismissive of this inheritance is not only to dishonor those who fought for it but to jeopardize its very existence. As Ronald Reagan once said, “Freedom is never more than one generation from extinction.” This is the call of our generation: to remember, defend, and restore the liberties we’ve inherited. For if we fail to do so, future generations will inherit only the remnants of what was once a great Republic.

			During my time serving as mayor and campaigning for the US Senate, I have had the honor of meeting countless patriots who understand the gravity of this moment. They recognize that the Republic is slipping away, and they are willing to stand up and fight for its restoration. One such individual, a man who fled from the socialistic oppression of Venezuela, shared his story with me. After arriving in America, he was moved to tears by the freedoms he found here. But with those tears came a warning: He sees the same signs of corruption and governmental overreach here that once led to the downfall of his homeland. His story serves as a chilling reminder that no nation is immune to the forces of tyranny.

			We must awaken to the fact that our Republic is fragile, and its preservation is our sacred duty. The threats we face today—government overreach, the erosion of personal responsibility, and the rising influence of special interests—are the very dangers the founders warned us about. Yet, for too long, we have ignored their counsel. The slow creep of big government, the normalization of corruption, and the erosion of civic responsibility have left us vulnerable. We now stand at a crossroads, and the choice before us is stark: We can either continue down the path of decline, or we can rise to the challenge, defend our inheritance, and restore the Republic.

			While our nation was still in its infancy, Thomas Jefferson warned of the danger of a bloated federal government. In 1787 he wrote, “The natural progress of things is for liberty to yield, and government to gain ground.” At the time, this was a warning, a prescient call to vigilance in the face of a growing government apparatus. Yet, we have allowed the government to grow far beyond anything Jefferson or the other founders could have imagined. The vast and unwieldy bureaucracy that now stretches from Washington, DC, into nearly every aspect of American life is not a natural evolution but a perversion of the original vision.

			Consider also the words of George Washington in his Farewell Address in 1796, where he implored the nation to beware of the rise of political factions, sectional divisions, and entangling alliances. “The spirit of party,” Washington warned, “serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the public administration.” Yet today, partisanship has reached toxic levels, crippling our ability to govern effectively. Washington’s foresight seems almost prophetic as we look upon a divided nation where political parties serve their own interests at the expense of the Republic.

			These early warnings from the founders have largely gone unheeded, and the consequences of our negligence are steep. Public service, once regarded as a noble calling—a civic duty driven by honor and responsibility—has been overtaken by a culture of personal ambition, power accumulation, and careerism.

			Compounding this issue is the rise of the entrenched bureaucracy, often referred to as the “administrative state” or managerial class. This unelected, unaccountable group wields tremendous power behind the scenes, shaping policies, and creating tens of thousands of pages of new regulations each year, burdening citizens and stifling business and decisions irrespective of the will of the people. The administrative state has become a self-perpetuating machine, driven by special interests and insulated from public oversight. It prioritizes maintaining its own influence over serving the public good, further contributing to the erosion of trust in government. The culture of honor and responsibility that once shaped public life has been replaced by greed, apathy, and the unchecked ambition of career politicians and entrenched bureaucrats.

			As President Trump said in his inaugural speech:

			For too long, a small group in our nation’s Capital has reaped the rewards of government while the people have borne the cost. Washington flourished—but the people did not share in its wealth. Politicians prospered—but the jobs left, and the factories closed. The establishment protected itself, but not the citizens of our country.

			Their victories have not been your victories; their triumphs have not been your triumphs; and while they celebrated in our nation’s Capital, there was little to celebrate for struggling families all across our land. That all changes—starting right here, and right now, because this moment is your moment: it belongs to you.

			This corruption is not only confined to politicians and an unelected bureaucracy. It is mirrored by the growing complacency of the American people themselves. As a nation, we have grown comfortable, too willing to sacrifice liberty for the illusion of safety, too quick to exchange individual responsibility for the false promise of government-provided security. The welfare state, born of noble intentions, has grown into a monstrous apparatus that fosters dependency and undermines the self-reliance that once defined the American spirit. The state is now so involved in the daily lives of its citizens that it has taken on the very role the founders sought to prevent—a central authority with far-reaching power over both our economic and personal freedoms.

			Perhaps more dangerously, we have witnessed the decay of moral virtue that the founders believed essential to maintaining a free society. John Adams famously stated that “our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” And yet, the moral fabric of America is now frayed and tattered. As a culture, we have increasingly turned away from the values that once bound us together. Faith, once a cornerstone of American life, has been marginalized. The traditional family structure, long considered the bedrock of a strong society, is in decline. The virtues of hard work, personal accountability, and civic duty are being supplanted by a culture of entitlement, instant gratification, and moral relativism.

			History teaches us that no republic can survive when its people lose their moral compass. The collapse of ancient Rome serves as a stark reminder of what happens when a great nation loses its way. The Roman Republic, much like America, was founded on the ideals of freedom, the rule of law, and civic virtue. But as the centuries passed, those principles were eroded by corruption, decadence, and the concentration of power. The Roman people, once fiercely independent and virtuous, became complacent, dependent on their government for sustenance and entertainment. Bread and circuses, not liberty and responsibility, became the order of the day. In the end, the Republic fell, replaced by the authoritarian rule of emperors who exploited the people’s apathy to consolidate absolute power.

			We are not Rome—yet. But the parallels are striking, and the lessons of history are clear. If we continue down this path, if we allow the decay to continue unchecked, we too will witness the fall of our Republic.

			There are, however, moments in our history that serve as a beacon of hope—a reminder that America has faced challenges before and overcome them. The Civil War was one such moment, a time when the Republic teetered on the brink of collapse. The issue of slavery had torn the nation apart, and many believed that the Union was beyond saving. But through the leadership of Abraham Lincoln and the courage of countless Americans, the nation was preserved, and the principles of liberty and equality were reaffirmed.

			Indeed, I believe that the American Revolution never ended. In his Gettysburg Address, Abraham Lincoln spoke of a “new birth of freedom”—a call to rededicate the nation to the principles upon which it was founded. This fight has continued on: to Teddy Roosevelt’s New Nationalism, to the Greatest Generation saving the world from the Axis, to Ronald Reagan’s winning the Cold War, to Donald Trump’s fight against the false song of globalism today.

			Today, we too must seek a new birth of freedom. With President Trump’s reelection in 2024, we have the opportunity to correct course. We must reaffirm our commitment to the principles of liberty, self-governance, and individual responsibility that the founders entrusted to us.

			THE ROAD AHEAD

			The task before us is neither simple nor one that can be achieved through incremental changes or cautious reforms. We must stand bold in our defense of liberty, a rebirth of freedom, just as our forefathers did. They bequeathed to us a remarkable gift—the gift of a republic, built on the ideals of freedom and self-governance. Those who came before us sacrificed in ways most of us can scarcely imagine, often laying down their lives to secure the liberties we now enjoy.

			It is incumbent upon us to honor that inheritance by fighting with all we have to maintain the liberties they so valiantly preserved. The path forward will not be easy; it will demand our utmost courage and resolve. But to falter now, to allow the Republic to wither through inaction or compromise, would dishonor the legacy of those who fought before us. The stakes are too high, and the alternative—the collapse of the Republic and the erosion of freedom—is simply unthinkable. It is our solemn duty to defend what was passed down to us, ensuring that the torch of liberty burns brightly for future generations.

			This book is both a call to arms and a roadmap for restoration. It is a reminder that the fight for freedom is never over, that each generation must rise to the challenge of preserving the Republic. The founders gave us a system of government designed to safeguard liberty, but they also warned us that its survival would depend on the vigilance and virtue of the people. We are now the stewards of that inheritance, and it is our duty to ensure that it is passed on to future generations, not as a faint echo of what it once was but as a shining example of what a free people can accomplish.

			We stand at a crossroads. The
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