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Introduction

John Winston Lennon was born into a world of chaos. Around the time of his birth, on October 9, 1940, the German Blitz was terrorizing the citizens of Britain. John was born to his mother Julia and father Alfred in Liverpool right around the time that these air raids were taking place. Even while death and destruction were being meted out all around, a brand-new life had begun. John’s father Alfred was unable to attend the birth since he was out on the war-torn waters in the service of the Merchant Navy. Although Alf certainly couldn’t help it that he had duties to fulfill during the war, his repeated absence would be a continuing theme in John’s life.

The family had just managed to set down some roots in the Liverpool suburb of Penny Lane when John’s father took off for a six-month period in 1944, effectively abandoning his family. When Alfred returned, he found that much had changed in his life. His wife, Julia, assuming that her husband was not going to return to her, had taken up a boyfriend and become pregnant with his child. The boyfriend in question—Taffy Williams—actually tried to get Julia to leave Alfred and marry him instead. Julia refused and ended up giving John’s half-sister up for adoption.

Julia would eventually leave Alfred, and in what must have been one of the most heartbreaking scenes, five-year-old John was made to decide which parent he chose to stay with. John would learn at a tragically young age that life was full of some terribly hard choices, and many of them were entirely out of his control.


Chapter One

An Unstable Childhood

“It was scary as a child because there was no one to relate to. Neither my auntie or my friends nor anybody could ever see what I did.”

—John Lennon

During John’s first few years of life, his mother and father were locked in a volatile, on-again, off-again relationship in which his father was frequently absent and his mother frequently promiscuous. It remains unclear just how faithful (or unfaithful) Alfred may have been during his many excursions abroad. At any rate, it was Julia who was most held to task for her extramarital relationships. She had already had a child out of wedlock with one lover, and upon Alfred’s return from his next tour abroad, he would come home to find Julia had moved in with another man by the name of Bobby Dykins. It was at this point that John’s parents both seemed to agree that their marriage was finally over.

As such, the question then arose as to just what the fate of little John Lennon would be. At this point, John’s aunt Mary Elizabeth, otherwise known as “Mimi,” was heavily involved in the process, and citing what she claimed to be the negligence of John’s mother, Mimi made the case that John would be better off left with her.

Alfred had his own plans meanwhile and had hatched a plot to take the then five-year-old John to New Zealand with him on his latest adventure. Julia got wind of this plot, and she and her boyfriend Bobby tracked Alfred down right when he was about to split with little John. It was in this dreadful moment that John was confronted with the question—who would you rather be with?

Initially, he chose his father. John loved his father, and the idea of spending time with him on one of his great adventures must have appealed to him greatly. But then, just as his mother turned her back on him to walk away, something broke in the boy’s heart and he ran crying after her. It seems that even though his mouth chose his father, his heart had chosen his mother.

Soon after Alfred’s departure, however, it became clear that Julia was just too unstable to be a proper parent. It was allegedly on account of Julia’s instability that Mimi was ultimately given custody of the child. Mimi was Julia’s older sister. She was in her early thirties and married to a man named George, but the two were unable to have biological children of their own. For Mimi, who desperately wanted a child, it must have only made sense that she would take on the job of raising her nephew since no one else around her seemed capable enough to do it.

To make good on her desire to take John under her wing, she reported Julia to the Department of Social Services and convinced her to give up custody of her child. John’s aunt was now in charge, and she wasted no time getting John set up in a local school and implementing the rigid structure of routine family life which she felt her nephew had been so sorely lacking.

In the meantime, Julia made some attempts to get John back but was rebuffed by her sister at every turn. One of John’s cousins, Leila Harvey, reportedly witnessed this treatment first hand. She would later recall a time that Julia confronted Mimi about getting her son back. Mimi, incensed that Julia would dare try to retake her child, was seen “flinging John behind her” as she shouted at her sister Julia, “You are not fit to be this boy’s mother!”

In later years, it has long been debated just how good of a mother Mimi herself may have been. Although she undoubtedly saw to it that John’s basic needs were met, some in the Lennon family have criticized her for lacking a maternal instinct. Mimi’s critics would later contend that she only wanted John as a status symbol. She was distressed that she and George could not have a child of their own, so she latched onto John just for the sake of being able to claim herself to be a mother.

It has often been said that it was actually Mimi’s husband George who was the most loving to the adopted son. George spent a lot of time with John and often read to him at night. John would always remember how George read children’s books, and sometimes even the local newspaper to him, before he went to sleep. Even Mimi corroborated this, once recalling that “George would see him to bed with a smile most nights.”

At any rate, Mimi did provide John with some sense of stability by opening up her home to him, or at least Mimi was always fond of reminding everyone, “Every child has a right to a safe and happy home life.” John’s home life with aunt Mimi and uncle George was indeed safe, but it was often a work in progress when it came to being happy.


Chapter Two

Lennon in School

“Parents instinctively recognized that I was a trouble-maker, meaning I did not conform and I would influence their kids, which I did. I did my best to disrupt every friend’s home I had. Partly, maybe, it was out of envy that I did not have this so-called home.”

—John Lennon

Ever since he was in grade school, John’s aunt Mimi made it clear to him that she wanted him to succeed academically. It was drilled into John from a young age that he needed to study, do his homework, and do well on his tests. In those early days, John was often up in his little upstairs bedroom, studying away.

When he wasn’t studying, he was most likely drawing, reading, or writing his own stories. It was these three creative outlets that came together when John was nine years old, and he started producing his own kind of comic book called “Sport, Speed and Illustrated.” The comic was, of course, just for his own personal entertainment, but it was indeed one of the first instances in which John learned to vent his creativity.

Yet as quiet, studious, and artistic as John was at home, when he was in the schoolyard with other boys, it was often another story. It wasn’t so much that he was a bully as he just wanted to be a part of the action. It seems that since he felt left out so much at home, he made his free time with his classmates the moment in which he let his more extroverted proclivities shine. As John Lennon himself would later recall, “I was aggressive because I wanted to be popular.” John craved attention, and when he was amongst his peers, he tried as hard as he could to get as much of











  You're the Final Chapter


  
    We hope you enjoyed this hour of history. As a small independent publisher, your voice truly matters to us.

    


    Could you spare 30 seconds for a one-sentence review?

    


    We read every review and use your feedback to guide our future work.

  


  Thank you for keeping history alive.
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