
BERT WALDRON : AMERICAN SNIPER

––––––––

TERRY MOON


Table of Contents

Title Page

Bert Waldron : American Sniper

Adelbert F “Bert” Waldron remains one of military history's greatest mysteries. 

With the release of the film “American Sniper,” Waldron's name is often mentioned in tandem with Chris Kyle, the Marine sniper now credited with having exceeded Waldron's record of 109 confirmed kills. 

But how legitimate is Waldron's record? Why is there so little discussion of Waldron's exploits? 

A little research proves to Waldron's story to be full of contradictions and mystery. 

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

Waldron was born on March 14, 1933 in Phoenix, Arizona, according to Paul Kirchner in “More of the Deadliest Men Who Ever Lived.” Some outlets have reported his birth taking place in Syracuse, New York.  Kirchner reports that the family moved back to the Baldwinsville area of New York where they were both from originally. 

His family was described as “humble” and his parents divorced when he was young. He had no siblings and his father moved back to Phoenix after the divorce. Bert remained with his mother who married an Army veteran named Ernest Searle, who Bert grew to despise. 

Bert spent his youth hunting turkey and duck in the swamps of Baldwinsville. One of this three wives, Betty, said that Waldron had a lonely childhood and sought solace in hunting. “I'm sure that's where he learned his marksmanship,” she said in Kirchner's book. 

JOINING THE NAVY 

He joined the US Navy in 1953 and left that branch of service in 1965 as an E-5. During this time he had fathered three children with his first wife prior to meeting Betty. 

“Bert seemed to have an uneventful time in the Navy,” military historian Joseph Curtis said. “He wasn't involved in any battles nor did he display any of the characteristics that he would later be lauded for. He was an ordinary sailor, waiting for leave so he could get his drink on and chase some tail.”

Bert had a hard time adjusting to civilian life during the three years he was out of service. The regimented life of a serviceman suited his personality. Quiet and sullen, he didn't have the people skills necessary to earn a living outside the military. Bert would then enlist into the Army on May 7th, 1968 at the age of 33. 

YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW

On November 4th, 1968, Bert arrived in South Vietnam. He was assigned to Company B, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry of the 9th Infantry Division.

Waldron had been sent to the sniper unit which had been formed by Lt. General Julian Ewell. Ewell formed the sniper training program in 1965 but it took three years before it was finally implemented. This program was a pet project of Ewell and he demanded success. 

“The most effective single program we had was the sniper program,” Ewell wrote in Impressions of a Division Commander in Vietnam.  “This took a whole year to get off the ground from scratch, but we ended up with eighty snipers who would kill (or capture) from 200 to 300 enemy per month. Not only did we get this direct return, but they also encouraged the other men to shoot well. Snipers, like everything else, are highly sensitive to tactics and techniques, so one has to handle them well. The flat, open delta terrain was ideal for snipers. Other divisions are now trying snipers in other areas, so we shall see how they work on a broader basis. Snipers had been tried before in the theater with tepid results, but we insisted that the program be exactly right, demanded results and got them.”

Waldron found himself working with the Navy again, as he was assigned to sniper duty in “Tango Boats” crewed by Navy personnel. The 9th Infantry used modified landing crafts (they were equipped with helicopter decks) and Waldron became part of what was known as the MRF (Mobile Riverine Force). Charles Stronge's “Kill Shot” describes Waldron's position as unusual for an army sniper in that he rode shotgun on a moving boat on a river. These Tango boats were also referred to as “Pink Eye” boats as they used a searchlight fitted with a pink filter that would be employed in low-light situations to shed light on enemy soldiers. 

Bert is a rarity in that he received TWO Distinguished Services Crosses. The Distinguished Service Cross is the second only to the Purple Heart in the military honors hierarchy. 

The Army gives this award automatically to anyone who gets fifty kills. During his time on the tango boats, Waldron's talent with a sniper rifle was on full display. His exploits would be documented in the citations below:

Distinguished Service Cross 

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918 (amended by act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in presenting the Distinguished Service Cross to Sergeant Adelbert F. Waldron (ASN: RA-11938508/NSN: 4615848), United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with Company B, 3d Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Sergeant Waldron distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions during the period 16 January 1969 to 4 February 1969, while serving as an expert rifleman during fourteen sniper missions. On 19 January while his company was being resupplied near Ap Hoa, Kien Hoa Province, approximately forty Viet Cong unleashed a heavy barrage of small arms and automatic weapons fire. Courageously exposing himself to the fusillade, Sergeant Waldron killed a number of the aggressors and was instrumental in forcing them to break contact. On the night of 22 January in an area infested with enemy soldiers and booby traps, he skillfully located a Viet Cong probing force. Calmly moving through open rice paddies from one firing position to another, he deceived the communists as to the actual strength of his unit and prevented a night assault by the main enemy element. During the night of 3 February when a nearby Vietnamese Army unit came under attack, he moved toward the battle site and, spotting several Viet Cong attempting to flank the Vietnamese soldiers, stopped them with deadly accurate fire. Later t hat night he saw another enemy soldier gathering his comrades' weapons and killed him also. On these and other missions, Sergeant Waldron tirelessly located and made contact with numerically superior hostile forces. By his continuous disregard for his own safety, he prevented ambushes on friendly troops and contributed greatly to the success of allied operations. Sergeant Waldron's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 

Distinguished Service Cross 

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918 (amended by act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in presenting a Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of a Second Award of the Distinguished Service Cross to Sergeant Adelbert F. Waldron (ASN: RA-11938508/NSN: 4615848), United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with Company B, 3d Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. Sergeant Waldron distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions during the period 5 February 1969 to 29 March 1969, while serving as an expert rifleman on eighteen separate sniper missions in Kien Hoa Province. On 14 February while his squad was conducting a night patrol near Ap Phu Thuan, Sergeant Waldron, observing a numerically superior hostile force maneuvering to assault a friendly unit, moved rapidly from one position to another to deceive the enemy as to the actual strength of his squad and killed several Viet Cong. As a direct result of his determination, the enemy was routed and their assault prevented. On 26 February near Phu Tuc, he located a Viet Cong team preparing to launch a rocket on a Mobile Riverine Force. He adroitly shot and killed the soldiers. At Ap Luong Long Noi on 8 March, his company was attacked by a Viet Cong force. Sergeant Waldron killed many of the communists and forced them to withdraw. Despite adverse weather conditions, poor illumination and the pressure of arduous missions night after night, he repeatedly located and engaged many hostile elements, killing a number of the enemy. Sergeant Waldron's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Military Service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

General Orders: Headquarters, U.S. Army, Vietnam, General Orders No. 2904 (August 2, 1969) 

Silver Star Citation

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 8, 1918 (amended by act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in presenting the Silver Star to Specialist Fourth Class Adelbert F. Waldron (ASN: RA-11938508/NSN: 4615848), United States Army, for gallantry in action involving close combat with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Specialist Fourth Class Waldron distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 22 January 1969 while serving as a Sniper with Company D, 3d Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division, on a reconnaissance mission in Kien Hoa Province. After setting up in a night position, Specialist Waldron spotted enemy movement to his front. Disregarding his own safety, Specialist Waldron courageously engaged the enemy for over three hours before his position was detected and he was forced to withdraw from the area. As a result of his heroic acts, eleven enemy were mortally wounded. Specialist Fourth Class Waldron's extraordinary heroism in close combat with an armed hostile force was in keeping with the highest traditions of the Military Service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

General Orders: Headquarters, 9th Infantry Division, General Orders No. 1139 (January 31, 1969) 
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HOW MANY KILLS EXACTLY?
In Michael Lee Lanning's “Inside the Crosshairs,” he states that Waldron made 92 confirmed kills during his first five months of deployment. Mitchell WerBell III credited Waldron with “over 113 kills” but that is just something he mentioned off the cuff during an interview in order to embellish Waldron's exploits. Unfortunately, this number has been oft-repeated when describing Waldron's exploits. The most common number of confirmed kills attributed to Waldron is 109. 

“A lot of people question these kills,” former U.S. Marine sergeant John Lambert said. “I've met some old-timers who knew of Waldon's count and they think he's full of shit. There were occasions when only he and his partner spoke of killing an enemy soldier. When asked to produce a body they just shrugged their shoulders. Now I'm sure he did, in fact, kill his share but the count seems a little high for his tenure there.”

Waldron primarily used the M-21 SWS during his
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