
		
			[image: Book cover for “Knitting Mochimochi: 20 Super-Cute Strange Designs for Knitted Amigurumi” by Anna Hrachovec, showing a large teal knitted monster head with ears, black eyes, and big white teeth framing a pink tongue, surrounded by small colorful knitted amigurumi creatures and objects, including animals, a sofa, mushrooms, and other whimsical characters arranged around the edges.]
		

	
		
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two knitted squirrel toys on a roller rink floor, one brown with gray paws and a large textured tail, the other bright yellow with orange wheels instead of feet and a matching tail, with a speech bubble above them reading “MAKE US!”, while blurred skaters move in the background under warm ceiling lights.]
				

			

		

	
		
			
			
				[image: Book cover for “Knitting Mochimochi: 20 Super-Cute Strange Designs for Knitted Amigurumi” by Anna Hrachovec, with a small yellow knitted chick head with black eyes and an orange beak above the colorful title text, and the text “Photographs by Brandi Simons” and “Watson-Guptill Publications / New York” printed below inside a decorative yellow stitched border.]
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					[image: Photo of a hand holding a tiny knitted yellow pencil toy with a pink and gray eraser end and black stitched eyes, pressing its black tip to lined notebook paper with faint handwritten notes.]
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					[image: Drawing of a knitted “Confused Moose” toy with a plump brown body, tiny legs, stubby arms, black bead eyes, and wide tan antlers, each antler segment holding a small round bird in bright yellow, pink, or blue yarn.]
				

				
					Confused Moose

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted alligator toy called “Baby Gator,” made with bright green yarn and a yellow open mouth, showing textured stitches, a long tail, short legs, and shiny black bead eyes.]
				

				
					Baby Gators

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted blue bed bug toy lying on its side, with four stubby legs, a stitched black eye, and a bright pink knitted blanket with white star-shaped stitches draping over its back.]
				

				
					Bite-Free Bed Bugs

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted pink pig toy standing on four stubby legs, with black bead eyes, a curly tail, and a white yarn tie under its chin, wearing a tall ribbed green knitted wig or hat that sits over its head and back.]
				

				
					Pigs with Wigs

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted brown squirrel toy with a large upright tail, black bead eyes, tiny ears, and four round white knitted wheels with dark stitched centers, showing the finished “Squirrels on Wheels” project.]
				

				
					Squirrels on Wheels

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a knitted blue UFO toy called “Orbiting Oddity,” with a wide, rounded base, two shiny black bead eyes on the front, and a band of colorwork around the top showing small black alien shapes with yellow eyes on a white background.]
				

				
					Orbiting Oddity

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted toy couch called “Grouchy Couch,” made in green and yellow patterned yarn with two back cushions, two seat cushions, rounded armrests, and two black stitched eyes on the back cushions giving it a face-like expression.]
				

				
					Grouchy Couch

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a knitted “TV Guy” toy shaped like a turquoise television set, with a gray textured screen showing two black button eyes, small gray knob-like nubs on the side, stubby gray legs underneath, a gray top with tall black antennae, and a thin black cord-like tail at the back.]
				

				
					Tv Guy

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a knitted toy titled “Cuter Polluters,” showing a light gray cylindrical creature with small arms, legs, black bead eyes, and a stitched smile, with a tall wavy brown knitted plume rising from its open top and ending in another pair of bead eyes.]
				

				
					Cuter Polluters

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a knitted “Shyscrapers” toy scene showing seven tall, rounded building characters in bright blue, pink, and purple yarn with yellow stitch patterns and black bead eyes, standing on a flat, light gray knitted base that has a dashed yellow line suggesting a road.]
				

				
					Shyscrapers

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted blue creature with rounded ears, stubby arms, and black stitched eyes, holding a tiny yellow knitted animal in a front pocket on its belly.]
				

				
					Pocket Protectors

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small round knitted toy labeled “Naughty & Nicey,” made in bright red yarn with shiny black bead eyes, four stubby black legs, and four short black horns or spikes around its body.]
				

				
					Naughty & Nicey

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of the “Neck Nuzzler” knitting project, showing a pale gray knitted neckband tied in a bow at the back with a stuffed elephant head and body at the front, with large pink-lined ears, black button eyes, and a small pink V-shaped nose.]
				

				
					Neck Nuzzler

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a knitted “Love Muff” hand muff shaped like a cute creature, with a striped pink and magenta cylindrical body, pale blue open end for the hands, two dark buttons on the side as eyes, four small magenta feet underneath, and two tiny pink ear-like bumps on top.]
				

				
					Love Muff

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a single knitted “Feet Eaters” slipper shaped like a cartoon creature, with teal yarn forming the head and body, two small rounded ears, black stitched eyes, two large white front teeth, and an open mouth lined with pink knitting where the foot would slide in.]
				

				
					Feet Eaters

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a tiny knitted “Human Bean” toy, with a brown textured head and arms, simple black stitched eyes, a bright yellow yarn cap, and chunky light green body and legs made from stockinette stitches.]
				

				
					Human Beans

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of five tiny knitted “Micro Mountains” toys in a row, each a rounded triangle with a white snowy peak, colored bases in shades of purple, pink, blue, and red, and two small dark stitched eyes on the front.]
				

				
					Micro Mountains

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted “Plucky Mushrooms” toy showing a tall white ribbed stem with green base and two red caps, each with simple black stitched eyes, one large cap on top and a smaller one curving from the side.]
				

				
					Plucky Mushrooms

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted “Hamster Herd” toy made from chunky brown yarn, showing a round body with simple black stitched eyes and four short stubby legs.]
				

				
					Hamster Herd

				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted yellow pencil toy called “Petite Pencil,” with pink and gray eraser end, beige sharpened tip with a dark blue point, and two tiny black stitches on the side suggesting eyes.]
				

				
					Petite Pencil
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					[image: Photo of a small round blue knitted toy with black stitched eyes and an orange snout peeking in from the left, with a large turquoise speech bubble saying “welcome to mochimochi land!” in white text, all framed by a pink loopy stitched border.]
				

			

			
			[image: ]I dutifully knitted scarves and hats for a long time. But one day a few years ago, I started knitting toys on a whim, and now I can’t stop!

			The first toy I made was knitted flat in a simple shape and sewn up. It looked like an unevenly formed blob. But when I added two eyes with some spare embroidery thread, suddenly the blob came to life and looked back at me. I fell in love with my anthropomorphic blob! We read magazines and watched “Seinfeld” reruns together. I knitted a few more blobs for friends, and my friends fell in love with their blobs, too. Soon, I was hooked, and I started using the technique of knitting in the round to populate my life with more three-dimensional blob-like creatures, such as elephants and bathtubs.

			The toys I knit are inspired by everything cute, funny, or strange that I see, starting with the wonderfully bizarre character designs I first found in Japan when I lived there as a high-school exchange student. There is no end to the rampant cuteness in that small island nation—even the food is cute, like mochi (MO-chee), a sticky-rice sweet of which I’m a big fan. Early on, I decided to name my toy design company Mochimochi after this adorable edible and its squishy texture that reminds me of a soft toy. My love of cute and strange things has led me to “mochify” all manner of animals, objects, and even weather patterns.

			From a knitter’s perspective, making toys, or amigurumi (ah-mee-goo-ROO-mee), as they are often called, after the Japanese term for knitted or crocheted toys, is great fun. They are quick projects—some take less than an hour to make—and they don’t have to fit anyone. Well, there are a couple of exceptions in this book to that second point (see the “Impractical Wearables” section for some examples), but still, you’ll never find yourself asking someone, “Does this toy make me look fat?”

			Knitting Mochimochi offers a herd of all-new and all-cute toy patterns to knit. The projects are tailored to a variety of skill levels and time commitments, from a one-inch-long hamster to an entire city block. You’ll also learn how to design your own toy, from sketch to finish, so you can fall in love with your own primordial blob.

			And fear not, beginners! Though many of the projects in this book introduce you to new techniques, there are plenty of instructional photos to help you along, and in the back you’ll find an illustrated guide to basic knitting techniques. Plus, unlike a sweater, a slightly lumpy knitted toy is all the more lovable.

			So I welcome you to a place where your inner child and inner knitting geek can get together for a play date, a place where pigs wear ‘60s hairdos and friendly monsters munch on your feet.

			Welcome to Mochimochi land!

		

	
		
			WHY I KNIT TOYS—AND WHY YOU SHOULD, TOO!

			

			There are three major reasons why I knit toys and reading about them will probably convince you that you, too, were destined to knit toys.

			I loved toys as a kid and love them even more as a grownup.

			Toys, people! Who doesn’t love toys? Everyone could use something silly looking back at them to make them smile. Sure, you could get a pet, but then there’s all the mess and feeding and vet bills. A knitted toy doesn’t need any shots, just a squeeze once in a while. And there’s no need to be embarrassed. In the 21st century—the cutest century to date—you can hug a toy, carry a toy around in your bag, or display a toy on your desk without shame.

			I love to knit.

			If you are a knitter, you don’t need to read this. If you’re not a knitter, why aren’t you? It’s like so totally the best hobby ever. With just basic techniques, you can create soft, snuggly works of art with your own two hands. Plus, like a kitten, you’ll get to play with balls of yarn. And millions of kittens can’t be wrong.

			I ran out of people to knit scarves and hats for.

			Scarves and hats are great for crisp autumn days. But what about hot days, or days when you cannot bring yourself to knit yet another scarf for Aunt Mildred’s birthday? May I suggest a knitted television, or perhaps a knitted angel and devil that Auntie can wear on her shoulders?

			Believe me, Aunt Mildred will thank you. A knitted toy is much more fun to unwrap than a knitted garment or a store-bought toy. You might even say that a knitted toy is an ideal gift. But what if you don’t have an Aunt Mildred? Who are all these toys for?

			
				
					[image: Photo of several feet wearing brightly colored knitted animal slippers, shaped like hippos with round ears, black eyes, and big white teeth, in green, purple, and yellow yarn, showing the finished toy project in different sizes.]
				

			

		

	
		
			WHOM TO KNIT TOYS FOR: A GUIDE

			

			Each pattern in this book comes with an utterly arbitrary, often silly suggestion of whom to knit the toy for. The truth is, in my experience, there is no one proper recipient of a knitted toy!

			It seems anyone is happy to receive a new yarn-and-stuffing friend. I asked readers of my blog to tell me about the recipients of these handmade gifts. Here is a small sample of their responses.

			
					
					FATHERS-IN-LAW

				

					
					ELECTRICIANS

				

					
					SINGLE GALS

				

					
					CRIMINAL LAW PROFESSORS

				

					
					EX-BOYFRIENDS

				

					
					NUTRITIONISTS

				

					
					GODDAUGHTERS

				

					
					COWORKERS

				

					
					EXCHANGE STUDENTS

				

					
					NEWLYWEDS

				

					
					HOSPITAL PATIENTS

				

					
					COUSINS

				

					
					CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGISTS

				

					
					BABIES

				

					
					VEGETARIANS

				

					
					GREAT-GRANDMOTHERS

				

			

			Whether they’re friends you love, acquaintances you like, or strangers you want to surprise, everyone deserves a knitted toy, including yourself!

			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted pink pig toy wearing a tall, curly purple knitted beehive wig and a white bow under its chin, with a light blue speech bubble to the left containing the words “DON’T FORGET BEAUTY QUEENS!”.]
				

			

		

	
		
			
			
			
				Let’s get

				STARTED

			
			Ready to get started knitting a toy? Of course you are! (I was just asking to be polite.)

			Let’s go over the “what” and the “how” to get you to “Wow, I made a toy!”

			
					Stuff You’ll Need

					Gauge: To Check or Not to Check?

					Basic Toy Techniques

					Childproofing

			

			
				
				
					[image: Photo of a small, round knitted pig toy in bright pink yarn, showing a stockinette texture, with floppy ears, tiny legs, a curled tail, black bead eyes, and two short black embroidered lines for nostrils.]
				

			

			STUFF YOU’LL NEED

			YARN

			
			One great thing about knitting toys is that you can use almost any yarn to make them, and most toys are pretty small and don’t require too much of it. You can purchase just a skein or two at your local yarn store, or you can raid your own stash and use some yarn you have lying around from a previous project. Yay!

			The thickness of your yarn will determine how big your toy is. I usually work with worsted-weight yarn, but I like to use fingering-weight yarn for tiny toys and chunky or bulky yarn for extra big and huggable toys.

			Yarn is made from a variety of different fibers, and most of them can be used to knit toys. Here are some of the most common:

			Wool

			I often knit with wool yarn because I love the way it looks. It is a flexible fiber that is forgiving and easy to work with. You need to take extra care when washing it, but superwash varieties are less likely to felt and shrink.

			Cotton

			Another natural fiber, cotton is durable and a little easier to wash than wool. It tends to be less forgiving than wool, but if you’re knitting for a child or someone who is allergic to wool, it’s a good choice.

			Acrylic

			Acrylic can be very affordable, durable, and washable, and so it’s a great choice for toys that will be used and loved. It can feel kind of scratchy to work with, though, and many people choose not to use it because it is not a natural fiber.

			Other fibers and blends

			It’s fun to experiment with different kinds of yarn, and I’ve personally never met a yarn I thought shouldn’t be used to knit a toy. While they go in and out of fashion for knitted garments, novelty yarns with their interesting colors and textures can add new dimensions and personalities to toys.

			
				
					[image: Photo of a small toy made from a tangled ball of multicolored yarn scraps, with two shiny black safety eyes attached near the top, sitting on a bright blue surface.]
				

			

			YARN WEIGHT SYSTEM

			
				
					
							
							YARN WEIGHT CATEGORIES

						
							
							TYPES OF YARN IN CATEGORY

						
							
							KNIT GAUGE RANGE (in Stockinette stitch to 4 inches)

						
							
							RECOMMENDED NEEDLE SIZES (U.S/metric sizes)

						
					

				
				
					
							
							
								
									[image: Icon of a stylized yarn skein with a bold number “0” on the label, indicating lace-weight yarn in the yarn weight system chart.]
								

								
									LACE

								
							
						
							
							Fingering, 10-count crochet thread

						
							
							33–40 sts

						
							
							000–1/1.5—2.25mm

						
					

					
							
							
								
									[image: Icon showing a stylized skein labeled as yarn weight 1, “Super Fine,” with the number 1 in a solid black rectangle at the center.]
								

								
									SUPER FINE

								
							
						
							
							Sock, fingering, baby

						
							
							27–32 sts

						
							
							1 to 3/2.25—3.25mm

						
					

					
							
							
								
									[image: Fine yarn weight icon, a graphic of a stylized yarn skein with the number 2 in a solid square at the center indicating yarn weight.]
								

								
									FINE

								
							
						
							
							Sport, baby

						
							
							23–26 sts

						
							
							3 to 5/3.25—3.75mm

						
					

					
							
							
								
									[image: Icon of a stylized yarn skein with a solid black center panel containing the number “3,” indicating light weight yarn.]
								

								
									LIGHT

								
							
						
							
							DK, light worsted

						
							
							21–24 sts

						
							
							5 to 7/3.75—4.5mm

						
					

					
							
							
								
									[image: Medium-weight yarn symbol icon, a stylized yarn skein with a solid black center panel containing the number 4.]
								

								
									MEDIUM

								
							
						
							
							Worsted, afghan, aran

						
							
							16–20 sts

						
							
							7 to 9/4.5—5.5mm

						
					

					
							
							
								
									[image: Icon showing a stylized yarn skein with a solid black rectangle in the center containing the number “5,” indicating bulky weight yarn.]
								

								
									BULKY

								
							
						
							
							Chunky, craft, rug

						
							
							12–15 sts

						
							
							9 to 11/5.5—8mm

						
					

					
							
							
								
									[image: Icon indicating the Craft Yarn Council symbol for Super Bulky yarn, showing a stylized yarn skein with the number 6 in a solid square at the center.]
								

								
									SUPER BULKY

								
							
						
							
							Bulky, roving

						
							
							6–11 sts

						
							
							11 and larger/8mm and larger

						
					

				
			

			Adapted from the Standard Yarn Weight System of the Craft Yarn Council of America.

			
			NEEDLES

			
			Types

			Straight needles, two long sticks with points on one end, are only good for knitting flat, straight pieces of fabric. That’s why I rarely use them when making my three-dimensional toys.

			Double-pointed needles, or dpns for short, have a point at

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of knitting tools arranged on a bright blue surface to form a face, with a circular knitting needle making the outline of the head, two black safety eyes as eyes, a single double-pointed needle as a slanted mouth, and several wooden double-pointed needles radiating from the top like spiky hair.]
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of several small black plastic safety eyes for knitted toys scattered on a bright blue surface, with two eyes in the center showing their white washer backs and posts.]
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two small puffs of white polyester stuffing on a bright blue surface, each puff having two round black plastic safety eyes inserted to show how toy eyes can be added to soft knitted projects.]
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of basic knitting tools arranged vertically on a bright blue background: two pink ring stitch markers at the top labeled “stitch markers,” two large metal tapestry needles labeled “tapestry needles,” a red rectangular row counter labeled “counter,” a large pink wire stitch holder labeled “stitch holder,” and a pair of small orange-handled scissors labeled “scissors.”]
				

			

			GAUGE: TO CHECK OR NOT TO CHECK?

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Diagram showing a blue knitted gauge swatch pinned flat at the edges with silver pins, with a yellow tape measure laid horizontally across the center marking stitch count from 0 to 5 inches.]
				

			

			BASIC TOY TECHNIQUES

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding three double-pointed wooden knitting needles arranged in a triangle, with bright turquoise yarn cast on and evenly distributed across the needles and the working yarn hanging down from the right-hand needle.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands knitting in the round with bright turquoise yarn on three double-pointed bamboo needles, forming a small triangle of stitches, with a pink ring stitch marker hanging on the right-hand needle near the working yarn.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
				
					[image: Photo of two hands knitting in the round with bright turquoise yarn on three double-pointed wooden needles, with a fourth needle in the right hand knitting the first stitch from the left needle while the other two needles hold the remaining stitches in a small square.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding four double-pointed wooden knitting needles, with bright turquoise yarn forming a small triangular tube in the round; the right hand is knitting stitches from the left needle onto the right needle, while a small ring stitch marker hangs from the lower needle.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two hands knitting a small teal tube in the round on three double-pointed bamboo needles, with a fourth needle in the right hand knitting two stitches from one needle to another to shift the stitch positions; a pink stitch marker and a short yarn tail hang from the work.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a left hand holding four double-pointed bamboo knitting needles arranged in a square, with bright turquoise yarn forming a small three-dimensional tube of knitting; a pink ring stitch marker is sitting on the front needle and the working yarn is hanging down.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing a left hand holding a single bamboo double-pointed knitting needle with six bright turquoise stitches cast on near the right tip, the working yarn and tail hanging straight down from the stitches.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding wooden double-pointed needles, with several bright turquoise stitches on the left needle and the working yarn wrapped around the back and over the right needle, showing the start of knitting the first round as an I-cord.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding three bamboo double-pointed needles arranged like a triangle, with bright turquoise knitting distributed evenly around the center and the working yarn extending to the right, showing the start of knitting in the round for a small toy.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted toy shaped like two pale green mushrooms with white stems and black stitched eyes, standing on a dark green knitted base, showing a finished, firmly stuffed mochimochi figure.]
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a bright turquoise knitted toy body on double-pointed needles, with a small tuft of white polyester stuffing being pushed inside using one of the wooden needles while live stitches remain on the needle.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands stuffing a bright turquoise knitted toy body on three double-pointed needles, using two wooden needles to push white polyester stuffing into the opening between the stitches.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two hands holding a partially stuffed knitted toy in bright turquoise yarn, with three double-pointed needles at the top and a fourth needle being used from the outside to push stuffing into one of the narrow lower sections.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two hands holding a small turquoise knitted toy body on double-pointed needles, with the top opening partly stuffed with white fiberfill and two of the wooden needles being used like chopsticks to push in the last bit of stuffing before closing the knitting.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two hands holding double-pointed knitting needles around a small turquoise knitted tube, with the right hand using a metal tapestry needle threaded with the yarn tail to pass purlwise from back to front through a live stitch at the top of the piece.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands closing a small knitted turquoise toy piece, with the left hand holding the gathered opening and the right hand pulling the yarn tail threaded on a tapestry needle to draw the stitches tightly shut.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a small turquoise knitted toy piece, with the right hand using a tapestry needle threaded with the yarn tail to stitch across the open end, closing and securing the top.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted pencil-shaped toy in yellow, gray, pink, and beige yarn, shown close up with two round black plastic safety eyes placed on the yellow body.]
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a small turquoise knitted toy body with two stubby arms, four rounded leg bumps, and two black plastic safety eyes already inserted on the front, with a loose yarn tail hanging from the top opening.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a stuffed turquoise knitted toy while pressing a black plastic safety eye into place on its rounded body, with the toy’s flipper and tail visible and a yarn tail hanging from the top.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a stuffed turquoise knitted toy creature with two black plastic safety eyes, while the left hand is pulling the yarn tail at the top of the head to draw the remaining opening closed.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two small black plastic safety eyes for knitted toys, each with a ridged post and a flat translucent white washer backing, lying on a white surface.]
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a small turquoise knitted toy body with a cylindrical snout, while a tapestry needle threaded with black yarn is inserted from the back and emerging on the side of the head where an embroidered eye will begin, leaving a long tail of yarn hanging loose.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands embroidering an eye on a small turquoise knitted creature, with a tapestry needle threaded with black yarn being inserted horizontally through the front stitches about one and a half stitches to the right of the starting point.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a small knitted turquoise creature while using a tapestry needle threaded with black yarn to embroider an eye, with the needle passing through the same entry and exit points to build up several overlapping stitches.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
				
				
				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two bright turquoise stockinette-knit swatches lying side by side with a narrow gap between them, showing the first step of vertical mattress stitch: a metal tapestry needle is inserted upward under the bottom horizontal bar between the edge stitch and the next stitch on the right-hand piece.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two turquoise knitted stockinette rectangles lying side by side with a narrow gap between them, a metal tapestry needle threaded with pink yarn emerging from the bottom edge of the right piece and pointing upward along its edge, showing where to slip the needle under the horizontal bar for the vertical mattress stitch.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two turquoise stockinette-knit swatches being joined with a vertical mattress stitch, showing several pink yarn bars already woven between the facing edges and a metal tapestry needle resting on the right-hand piece with the working pink yarn threaded through it.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two bright turquoise stockinette-knit swatches being joined with a vertical mattress stitch, showing a gap between the pieces at the top and a nearly closed seam at the bottom where pink yarn is already pulled snug, with the tapestry needle threaded with the pink yarn resting on the right-hand swatch.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two bright turquoise knitted swatches with their cast-on or bound-off edges facing each other, and a metal yarn needle threaded with pink yarn inserting under the point of the first V-shaped stitch on the left piece to begin a horizontal mattress seam.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two turquoise knitted swatches lying side by side with a gap between their cast-on edges, joined at the bottom by a strand of pink yarn; a metal tapestry needle threaded with the pink yarn is passing under the point of a V-shaped stitch on the right-hand piece, demonstrating the second step of horizontal mattress stitch.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two turquoise knitted swatches being joined with horizontal mattress stitch, with pink yarn zigzagging between the cast-on edges and a metal yarn needle threaded with the pink yarn resting on the right-hand piece.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two turquoise stockinette-knit pieces being joined with vertical mattress stitch, showing a metal yarn needle threaded with pink yarn emerging from the right-hand edge and the seam between the pieces beginning to close as the yarn is pulled.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted yellow creature made from chunky yarn, with two stubby side limbs and two round black embroidered eyes on its textured, vertically ribbed body.]
				

			

			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a bright turquoise knitted piece at a corner while a metal yarn needle threaded with pink yarn is passing under the first horizontal “V” stitch on the adjoining edge, showing the transition from vertical to horizontal mattress stitch.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a folded turquoise knitted swatch at a corner, with the right hand pinching the corner inward while the left hand is pulling a strand of pink yarn used for horizontal mattress stitch along the top edge.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two bright turquoise knitted swatches being joined with a horizontal-to-vertical mattress stitch, showing a metal yarn needle threaded with pink yarn passing under a bar on the vertical edge of the right-hand piece and emerging between the V-shaped stitches at the bottom edge of the left-hand piece.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a horizontal-to-vertical mattress stitch in progress, showing a metal yarn needle threaded with pink yarn passing under two horizontal bars on the edge of a vertical turquoise knitted piece on the left and then under one V-shaped stitch on the edge of a horizontal turquoise knitted piece on the right.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a small turquoise knitted toy body while a matching cylindrical arm is being attached, with two yellow-headed pins securing the arm to the side of the body.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing a hand holding a small turquoise knitted arm against a larger turquoise knitted body while a metal yarn needle threaded with pink yarn is passing horizontally through the top stitches of both pieces, demonstrating the beginning of a perpendicular mattress stitch to attach the arm.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a turquoise knitted toy body while a small matching arm is being sewn on, with a metal yarn needle carrying bright pink yarn passing diagonally through the side of a body stitch and emerging from the middle of the stitch below and to the left.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing a close-up of a turquoise knitted toy body and arm being joined, with a metal yarn needle passing horizontally under the vertical bars of the body stitches while pink yarn is coming out of the V-shaped stitches on the arm, demonstrating the vertical-to-horizontal mattress stitch.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small turquoise knitted creature body with one cylindrical arm neatly seamed so it sticks straight out from the side, held upright at the bottom by a person’s fingers.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a turquoise knitted toy body while using a metal yarn needle threaded with pink yarn to seam a matching turquoise arm at an angle, with the needle passing under two horizontal bars of stitches on the body for each V-shaped stitch on the arm.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a turquoise knitted toy body and arm, with a metal yarn needle passing horizontally through the bottom of the arm and into the side of the body, using pink yarn to demonstrate horizontal mattress stitch a few stitches above the arm’s base.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a small teal knitted creature, showing the back view with both tube-shaped arms securely seamed to the sides of the rounded body and two short legs at the bottom.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a silver tapestry needle threaded with pink yarn passing horizontally through the overlapped edge of two bright turquoise knitted stockinette pieces, showing the first backstitch being made with the stitch length matching on the top and bottom layers.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing Step 2 of backstitch: a blunt tapestry needle threaded with pink yarn is passing back down through the same hole between two overlapping pieces of bright blue knitted fabric, with the new stitch snugly abutting the previous one along the seam.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two overlapping turquoise knitted pieces being joined along the edge, showing a row of evenly spaced pink yarn stitches running horizontally across the seam where the tapestry needle has been worked back and forth.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a small turquoise knitted toy creature with black safety eyes while a tapestry needle is threading a loose strand of matching yarn into the side of the toy to weave in the end.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a small turquoise knitted toy, with one hand gripping the body and the other hand pulling a tapestry needle threaded with the yarn tail out through the side of the toy to weave in the loose end.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a short turquoise yarn tail on a knitted toy while orange-handled scissors are cutting the strand close to the smooth knitted fabric so the woven-in end will retract inside the stuffed shape.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small teal knitted toy creature with black safety eyes and several long loose yarn tails hanging from its body and arms, being held upright in one hand, with a light blue cartoon speech bubble on the right containing the words “I’M SO EMBARRASSED!” in pink capital letters.]
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a bright turquoise knitted toy body with two short legs, showing a metal tapestry needle threaded with pink yarn emerging horizontally from the fabric where the first backstitch has been made, with the yarn tail hanging to the right.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing a backstitch in progress on bright turquoise knitting, with a metal yarn needle passing back into the same hole as the previous stitch and a strand of pink yarn looping out to the right on the knitted toy body.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of bright turquoise knitted fabric shaped like a rounded toy body, showing a short horizontal line of evenly spaced pink embroidery stitches worked across one row to form a smooth, gapless line.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small turquoise knitted toy body with two stubby legs, showing a metal yarn needle carrying a strand of pink yarn emerging from the center of one knit stitch and passing horizontally under the V of the stitch directly above to demonstrate the first step of duplicate stitch.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a bright turquoise knitted toy body with two leg openings, showing a metal yarn needle going back down into the same spot it emerged while a strand of pink yarn is looping around one vertical knit stitch to form a duplicate stitch.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of bright turquoise stockinette knitting showing a single pink duplicate stitch centered on the fabric, forming a small V shape that matches the surrounding knit stitches.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two small knitted feet in progress, each divided across two double-pointed bamboo needles: a pink Foot 2 on the left with a loose yarn tail hanging down, and a blue Foot 1 on the right with the working yarn strand extending from the right underside, the needle tips pointing toward the center with empty space between the feet.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands using three double-pointed bamboo needles to knit bright blue yarn, with a small rounded piece of fabric labeled Foot 1 in progress and the working yarn wrapped around the right needle, showing the first half of the stitches being knit.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding several double-pointed wooden knitting needles, with a small pink knitted “Foot 1” on the left needles and a small teal knitted “Foot 2” on the right needles, as the right hand is knitting across the teal stitches with teal yarn to join Foot 2 into the round while loose pink and teal yarn tails hang down.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
				
					[image: Photo showing two hands knitting tiny toy “feet” on double-pointed bamboo needles, with a pink knitted section and turquoise stitches on one set of needles and a second turquoise foot hanging below, while the loose pink yarn tail from Foot 2 is wrapped once around the turquoise working yarn between the needles to secure the stitches.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two hands knitting two small stuffed-toy feet in the round, with a pink foot and a blue foot on separate double-pointed needles and a fifth needle knitting the remaining stitches from Foot 1 using bright blue working yarn.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a pink yarn foot hanging from three double-pointed wooden knitting needles with two bright blue yarn feet also hanging from the knitting needles, all joined together with live stitches forming one continuous round between them.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted blue creature standing upright with two rounded ears, stubby arms, and legs, worked in stockinette stitch, holding a tiny yellow knitted animal in a front pouch that is ribbed like a pocket, with simple dark embroidered eyes on both toys.]
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a small turquoise knitted toy body with two rounded feet, the live stitches at the top evenly divided across four double-pointed wooden needles, showing how to separate the round of knitting to form ears or other appendages.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing hands knitting a small turquoise tube on double-pointed bamboo needles, with a contrasting pink yarn forming a row of stitches on the front needle while additional turquoise stitches are being held on a large pink stitch holder behind.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands knitting in the round on double-pointed wooden needles, with teal knitting forming a tube, pink stitches held on a flexible pink stitch holder in the background, and teal working yarn being pulled tightly across the gap as a new stitch is being made on the last needle.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a small turquoise knitted piece while 16 working stitches in pink yarn are divided evenly across three double-pointed bamboo needles, with an additional pink stitch holder running through a separate group of held stitches in the background.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
				
					[image: Photo of a hand holding a small teal knitted body on double-pointed needles, with a finished pink ear protruding from one side and the second ear in progress; teal stitches are divided across three bamboo needles around the ear opening, with a pink working yarn strand hanging down.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two hands knitting in the round on double-pointed wooden needles, with a turquoise stuffed body and a finished pink ear, as a stitch marker sits on the working needle where stitches for the second ear are joined after the gap.]
				

				
					
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted creature in bright turquoise yarn with two pink ears, black button eyes, and two short leg-like points at the bottom, being held upright in a person’s hand, with a light blue speech bubble on the right containing the words “CAN I HEAR YOU NOW?” in bold pink letters.]
				

			

			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a bright turquoise knitted swatch on wooden needles, with a strand of pink yarn threaded on a metal tapestry needle passing through a stitch near the lower right edge, showing the yarn end emerging on the purl side and beginning to be woven into the back of the piece.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a flat turquoise knitted swatch on wooden needles, with a pink yarn tail at the lower right corner being looped around itself and a metal tapestry needle resting through the loop to show how to secure the reattached yarn.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted toy sofa in green and yellow yarn, with a colorwork pattern, showing a three-dimensional seat, two rounded armrests, two back cushions, and two smaller front cushions, each stuffed to hold its shape and with two black stitched dots on the back cushions suggesting eyes.]
				

			

			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a small teal knitted toy body with black button eyes while a wooden double-pointed needle is inserting pink yarn through a horizontal bar between stitches on the side, showing the first step of picking up stitches to add an appendage.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two hands knitting a toy: the left hand is holding an upright, bright turquoise knitted body with black safety eyes, while the right hand is holding a bamboo double‑pointed needle that is pulling a loop of pink yarn up from under a horizontal bar between stitches on the body.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of hands holding a small turquoise knitted toy body with black safety eyes while a wooden double-pointed needle is picking up several new stitches in bright pink yarn along the side of the body, showing multiple loops already cast onto the needle.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a small knitted toy person standing upright, with a brown textured head and arms, tiny black stitched eyes, bright yellow yarn hair swept to one side, and chunky light green pants forming two short legs.]
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a long circular knitting needle, with a row of bright turquoise stitches cast on along the top section of the black plastic cable and the yarn tail hanging down on the right, showing the setup for the magic loop method before dividing the stitches.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a circular knitting needle with bright turquoise stitches cast on and spread along the flexible black cable, forming an oval with the working yarn and tail hanging down in the center, showing the setup for the magic loop method before dividing the stitches into two groups.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a long circular knitting needle, with turquoise stitches divided into two groups on the cable and a large loop of bare black cable pulled out between them, while the working yarn hangs from the right-hand group of stitches and both metal needle tips point downward.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of a left hand holding a circular knitting needle so that the top half of bright turquoise stitches is resting on the metal needle tip, while the bottom half of stitches and the yarn tail are hanging on the flexible black cable, with a large loop of cable remaining pulled out between the two groups.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding circular knitting needles, with turquoise yarn and a small row of stitches being knit onto the empty right-hand needle while the black plastic cable forms two loose loops hanging below the work.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing a right hand holding two metal needle tips of a circular knitting needle, with bright turquoise stitches forming two parallel rows on the tips and the long black cable hanging below in a loop, demonstrating magic-loop knitting with half the stitches on each end of the needle.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo showing two hands holding a circular knitting needle with bright turquoise stitches on the right needle tip, while the just‑knitted stitches and working yarn are being slid down onto the flexible black cable between the two metal needle tips.]
				

				
					
				
			
			
				
					[image: Photo of two hands holding a circular knitting needle with a short length of bright turquoise knitting in the middle, showing a small tube of fabric with live stitches spread along the top of the needle and the working yarn hanging down from the bottom.]
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