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CHAPTER ONE: FESTIVALS
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The “Feasts of Israel”, also known as the "Festivals of Jehovah", that we are to consider are those defined in Leviticus 23, where, as we shall see, these festivals appear to be considered in a unique way as from the standpoint of God rather than of man. They begin with the Sabbath, which festival has a weekly remembrance, whereas the remainder, seven in number, have an annual remembrance. We must distinguish between the remembrance of a thing and the thing itself. Thus the Passover was often remembered, but, as fulfilled in Christ, it only occurs once; so also Pentecost, referred to in verse 16, occurs once only in God's dealings with men, and we conclude that the things spoken of here occur once only in what we speak of as God's year. The festivals conclude with the "Festival of Tabernacles", which undoubtedly is always associated with the thought of God dwelling with His people. 

These festivals have application to the Israelites in the first place, but there can be no doubt that they have application also to the redeemed in Christ. The last festival is in the seventh month, and we are told nothing as to what will follow, though we may contemplate with great profit how that God has now seated us in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, "that in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:6-7). See also 1 John 3:2: "Now are we children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be." The term "festival" is rather misleading, and we shall do well to understand the meaning of the original words translated "set feasts" or "appointed seasons" in the Revised Version. Those who possess a concordance may be recommended to verify that there are two Hebrew words translated "feast" and that one of these ‘chag’ is derived from a word which literally means to move in a circle or to march in a sacred procession, and that wherever this word is used we have to do with the ritual enjoined upon the observers of the festival. 

In Exodus 23 and 34, Numbers 28 and 29, and Deuteronomy 16, the feasts are referred to by this word ‘chag’, whereas in Leviticus 23 they are referred to by the word ‘mowed’, which means "an appointment" or "a fixed season." By implication the same word is used when speaking of "the tent of meeting." Hence the term "set feast" closely expresses the original word. Moreover, while we often read of "feasts" to or unto Jehovah, it is only in Leviticus 23. that the feasts are called "feasts of Jehovah" and "My set feasts." It is because of these facts that this chapter takes on a very special character. Further, notice the remarkable lists of offerings of all kinds to be offered by a sin-stained people, as given in Numbers 28 and 29, and contrast with this the fact that in the chapter before us there is only one sin-offering (verse 19) contemplated by God, and in association with that which takes place at Pentecost. 

I suggest, therefore, that in Numbers the festivals are considered from the manward side and in Leviticus from the Godward side. It is worth stressing at the outset that God speaks to us in His word by omission and by reiteration. Who among us would have thought of the wonderful interpretation given as to Melchizedek, had not the Holy Spirit revealed the significance of the omission of details of his genealogy in the inspired word? So also, here, what is omitted from other accounts will give us cause for thought, and we shall be led to give due importance to such details as are given. When, in verse 2, we get "the set feasts of the LORD ... even these are My set feasts'' we have reiteration which gives importance to the whole chapter. We note also that the teaching of the festivals is based on a correct interpretation of types, and we shall need to be very cautious as to this. A type helps us to understand the direct teaching of the Scriptures, and the details of the type are then sometimes of very great significance. In this chapter we shall expect every detail to be pregnant with truth, as we are under no uncertainty as to the interpretation of the type as a whole. 

These appointed seasons had to be "proclaimed" to be "holy convocations." It is another profitable exercise (Acts 17:11 is commended to the diligent reader) to trace out the meanings of the words here used, and to correlate these passages with others in which the same words are used. The word used for "convocation" (miqra) is derived from qara, which is the word here translated as "proclaimed," and the phrase simply means “call out the called together.'' The words imply a definite calling to the people, and the manner of it is indicated in Numbers 10:2 where the same word qara is used. It is very interesting to note that one of these convocations is referred to in Nehemiah 8, and the familiar verse 8, literally translated, should read, "so that they understood the calling-together" (not "the reading"); for the word translated "reading" is the same as that translated "convocation" elsewhere. 

The same word is twice used by Isaiah, and it is sad to read, "The calling of assemblies [convocations] I cannot away with ... your appointed feasts My soul hateth" (Isaiah 1:13-14); sad indeed that "My feasts" should become "your feasts" at that day and "the feasts of the Jews" at the time of our Lord on the earth (John 5:1). In contrast to this, Isaiah pictures what shall be the glory over "Mount Zion and over her assemblies [convocations]" (Isaiah 4:5). When men get taken up with the human side of a thing in which God should have His portion, it is a sad day. A festival "unto" Jehovah is what God desires, and our eyes should be on Him, whether it be in connection with the assemblies of the saints or in the study of the word of God.  
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CHAPTER TWO: THE SABBATH


[image: ]


The special importance of the Sabbath throughout the Scriptures receives peculiar emphasis in connection with the Festivals. It is by no means without significance that the Sabbath receives the first place in the Festivals of Jehovah, for "From Sabbath unto Sabbath" would fittingly describe God's year from the time of the completed creation until after all things have been made new. Let us notice that the seventh day is not called the Sabbath in verse 3, and that the seventh day is not the only day for keeping "a sabbath of solemn rest." The Festivals are usually given according to the calendar, so that they could occur on any day of the week, save the Festival of the Wave-sheaf and the Festival of the Wave-loaves (see verses 11,15,16) which are appointed to begin on the day after the Sabbath. In spite of this, the festivals of the seventh month are to be kept as "sabbaths of solemn rest"; see verses 24,32 and 39, especially noting that the Festival of Tabernacles has two such days. 

We shall see later that the events commemorated in the seventh month are closely associated with the eternal rest which we shall enjoy with our Lord Jesus Christ and the Father. Moreover, please note that in all but one of the festivals (the exception being the Festival of the Wave-sheaf) it is commanded that "no servile work" or "no manner of work" be done (verses 3, 7, 8, 21, 25, 28, 30, 31, 35, 36). It is suggested, therefore, that in order to understand the Festivals of Jehovah we must enter into the meaning of the Sabbath rest.  We all know that the rest of God on the seventh day of the week of creation (Genesis 2.1-3) led Him to hallow the seventh day, but it is very remarkable that the term "Sabbath" is not used until Exodus 16, though the word used for "rest" in Genesis 2 is derived from the same root as the word "sabbath." 

Moreover, we do not find until then any explicit command to men to keep the seventh day as a sabbath. I do not suggest for one moment that men who walked with God prior to this did not keep the seventh day holy unto the LORD, but it is suggested that the silence of Scripture has a lesson for us to learn. The circumstances under which the seventh day is made known to us as being enjoined upon the Children of Israel are also remarkable. There had been grave murmurings, and lusting after the flesh-pots of Egypt, so that the LORD gave them the Manna. Notice that in Exodus 16:5 the people are not then told anything about the sabbath, but are simply told to gather twice the usual amount on the sixth day. After due obedience, the rulers of the congregation came and mentioned the fact to Moses. It is not until then, I say, that they were told, "Tomorrow is a solemn rest, a holy sabbath unto the LORD" (verse 23). It is characteristic of God's dealings with men that no hardship was laid upon them in the observance of the Sabbath, since He gave them food for two days, and "so the people rested" (verse 30). That which God has ever in mind, to give His elect an eternal sabbath rest, is wholly of His providing. "In the ages to come" we shall be glad to remember that all is of grace, the gift of God, not of works, that no man should glory (Ephesians 2:7-9), and this enjoyment will be precisely the same for each of us. 

Wherefore the manna was given to each man the same amount (whether he gathered much or little it mattered not), an omer a head. Notice that no reason is here given to the people or to the rulers. Jehovah had commanded it to be kept unto Himself, and had given it to the people (verses 25,29). It is not until the people come to Mount Sinai, and the Law is given to them, that they are given a reason for the command to keep the Sabbath, and this reason (Exodus 20:11) is the one already known (to us): "For in six days the LORD made Heaven and Earth ... and rested the seventh day ..." It is extremely interesting to compare this account of the giving of the ten commandments with that given in Deuteronomy 5:12-15. The words of verse 15 are not given in the account in Exodus, and they constitute an additional reason for God instituting the Sabbath. 

Let us clearly distinguish between these two reasons. To remember the
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