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      The Girl Chameleon Episodes One, Two, & Three are available now!

      **This seven episode series has alternating character points of view. For optimal enjoyment, you’ll need to finish all the episodes to see how it comes together and how it ends!**

      Praise for the serial: "De Havin's tale whisks you through a heart-pounding adventure with twists that won't quit. It's an all night read, and I can't wait for the sequel!"

      Kathrine Zamm
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      To Dave: Thanks for being an awesome cook. Can’t wait to see what’s for dinner.

      

      To Sammy: I saw you across the street. Get home now!
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            The Voice In My Head

          

        

      

    

    
      I speed back toward the penthouse like Murdock is in the car behind me. How was he able to speak to me through my mind? The thick walls of his cave prison should have made it impossible. Is it a sign Rhonwen has lost her control over him?

      Parking my Lexus in my slot, I race toward the lobby. The elevator seems to take a millennium to get to my floor. As soon as the door slides open, a black and tan drooling mess greets me. I pat Magnus on the head. “I’m glad to see you, too, boy.” He barks three times and then slobbers all over my hand. With every lick I feel my nerves start to untangle. I gaze into his big brown eyes. “You’d do whatever you could to protect me, wouldn’t you, boy?” His eyes dart up as if he understands me. I collapse on the sofa and he puts his huge paws in my lap. Strange. The look in his eyes is almost human. They say “I will protect you to the end.”

      My mobile rings interrupting our moment. “Hello? I don't recognize the number. “Is that you, Jennifer?”

      At first I think I must have guessed wrong. My mind reading powers are not that accurate when transmitted through electric devices. Only silence greets me on the other line. But everything in my gut tells me I’m right. “Jennifer, is that you?”

      A rustling noise comes through the receiver. “Hi. You’re not going to believe this but my phone somehow dialed you on its own.”

      I hesitate, sensing she’s not telling the truth. “I don’t recall giving you my mobile number.”

      She’s quiet for a moment. “Yeah, my bad. Brooklyn was mad I didn’t give you mine so she had Derrick put your number in my phone. She’s playing matchmaker.”

      I laugh. “So Derrick is some kind of wizard?”

      “Yes. A member of the twelfth order, so he says.”

      I suck in a breath. There is no more revered order. I wonder if she could introduce me. Derrick would make a commanding ally. “They are very powerful indeed.”

      “Anyway, now that I have you on the line, I just wanted to say I had a really good time last night. It was nice meeting you.”

      She felt the chemistry, too. Although her parting kiss should have left no doubt in my mind. “I enjoyed our evening together as well. We should have a bite to eat soon.”

      “That would be nice.”

      The pink tutu-wearing fairy haunts me from across the room. “I’ve an important commissioned painting I need to complete this coming week, but as soon as I’ve completed the masterpiece, I’ll give you a ring.”

      She doesn’t laugh at my joke. Now I regret my words. She must think I am not interested in her by delaying the date. I need to do something to convince her otherwise. “Until then can you do me a favor?”

      “Sure. As long as I don’t have to break the law.”

      I laugh, enjoying her sense of humor. Far better than my own. “I would never ask you to risk being put behind bars. That’s Brooklyn’s forte.”

      I can feel her smile through the mobile. “What do you want me to do?”

      “Would you mind taking a picture of your lovely face and sending it to me?”

      “Okay, can you hold on a sec?” A rustling sound echoes through the mobile. “My brother wants me to help him with something.”

      I’ve learned never to question a woman’s motives. Besides, her devotion to her brother is one of the things I admire about her. “I will wait as long as you need.”

      She’s gone for a few minutes and I take the opportunity to paint a few little pink ribbons strategically in the fairy’s hair. Then a beep lets me know I’ve received a text message. As I scan the stunning picture of Jen, her eyes tell me she truly has no idea how beautiful she is.

      “I hope it’s good enough.”

      It’s perfect in every way. Now I have all the detail I need to paint a portrait of her. “Thank you, you look beautiful. I’ll give you a call soon. Now that I have your number—thanks to Derrick.”

      Jen laughs. “Looks like Brooklyn’s ploy worked.”

      I can’t help but smile at how adorable she is. I must thank Brooklyn the next time I see her. “Yes, it certainly did.”

      No sooner than I hang up the phone, the elevator door pops open. “Ains you’re not going to believe my good news.”

      It must be something important or Olivia wouldn’t show up unannounced. No doubt she has designs on me, but she is also a professional. “What, pray tell, is your news?”

      She strolls over to the couch and sits down. Magnus and I join her. He puts his muzzle in her lap to greet her. “You know I’m a sucker for that English boarding school accent.” She tosses a magazine in my lap. “Check out the digs of your next client.”

      I stare down at the cover of Billionaire Homes. Floor-to-ceiling windows frame a Hollywood sign view very similar to mine. Except a billion dollars buys you a spot much higher up in the hills. “A bit too austere for my taste.”

      Olivia gives me a knowing smile. “It’s ultra modern for sure, but look at the enormous terrace and that panoramic view!”

      “I told you I didn't want to do any more commissions. Edgar has asked me to start a new series. Something unique and time consuming.”

      She ignores me, and pets Magnus behind his ears. “This was an offer even you couldn’t refuse.”

      “No.”

      Olivia seductively runs her hand down my arm. “Then do it for me.”

      “Why? I’m sure you can climb the Hollywood ladder without my help.”

      Her hand flies to her heart. “Ouch, that hurt.”

      “The truth always does.”

      She gently nudges Magnus away and jumps to her feet. Hands firmly placed on her hips, she launches into her plea. “Fine, I’ll admit this commission is important to my career. I’ve wanted to work with the Farrells for years. But can you really turn down a hundred and fifty thousand for a week of your time?”

      “What do they want me to do? I told you my stripping days are over.”

      She tries not to laugh and fails. “You’ll be working on something I think you might enjoy.”

      “It better not be more fairies in tutus.”

      “The driver is out front waiting. You’ll get your answer soon.”
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      The mansion on the hill is even more imposing in person. It resembles a commercial building more than a home with its all-concrete and glass frame accented by a sparse interior. It embodies everything I hate about modern design. Olivia is beside herself with glee as we walk along the large concrete pads to the massive riveted steel front door. Olivia dances about as she pushes the buzzer. I’ve never seen her so nervous.  She waves to the camera when the red light blinks, and waits for the door to open.  “I can’t believe I’m actually here.” She leans over and kisses me on the cheek. “Thank you.”

      A statuesque blonde opens the door. She looks familiar but I can’t place her. Then I realize I’ve seen her face at the newsstand on the corner. She’s on the cover of this month’s In Fashion magazine. She flashes a model perfect smile. “Am I interrupting something? I can close the door.”

      Her accent has the sophistication of someone who has grown up in society—Russian to be exact.

      The woman holds out her hand. “You must be Olivia. Nice to finally meet you.”

      Olivia gives her a slight bow. “Anastasia, it’s an honor.”

      You’d think Olivia was talking to royalty, and maybe she is. There is no doubt the woman can command a room.

      Anastasia beckons us to come in. I smile at the gesture, being a vampire. In the old days people believed we could only enter a home unless we were invited. The myth couldn't be more wrong.

      We enter a vast living room that could pass for a high-end customer lounge in an airport. The white on white décor gleams against the dark grey concrete floors. The sofas and chairs are lined up in a row just waiting for weary passengers. The art on the walls is just as antiseptic and colorless as the furniture. Why would Anastasia be interested in my paintings? They are the antithesis of what she sports on the walls of her ultra-modern home.

      She leads us down a long hallway and stops in front of a white enameled door just like all the others we’ve passed. A smile crosses her face. “Not many people get to see my true passion.”

      As she pushes the door lever, I have to admit I’m intrigued. What could be so precious and controversial she couldn’t show the world? The answer takes my breath away. Almost every square inch of the room is covered in the most exquisite examples of art nouveau posters and objects de art I’ve ever seen. Unlike the colorless austere home she lives in, this room is full of color and life of the early 1900’s. Richly saturated blues, purples, and orange bounce off the white walls. Women with long flowing hair festooned with flowers frolic in long gowns in fantastical gardens. They recline seductively on benches, their eyes staring straight at the observer. The sheer volume of femininity and beauty makes me smile.

      Olivia stands completely dumbfounded.

      Anastasia sucks in a breath. “Your silence is making me nervous.”

      Olivia’s eyes grow wide as she moves around the room. “Your collection is truly breathtaking. Even more spectacular than the one at the Musee des Arts Decoratifs in Paris.”

      She smiles. “It should be. I’ve paid enough money for it.”

      There is a certain pride in her voice. She must have used her substantial modeling salary to acquire the collection. I’ve read her wealth is in the hundreds of millions. I can't help but wonder what her famous billionaire husband thinks about her passion for flamboyant art nouveau women. Is he the reason she hides it away?

      She points to the only blank wall in the room. “Please don’t be offended by my request.”

      Olivia frowns, worried I might have another pink tutu clad fairy in my future.

      Anastasia runs her hand along a glass cabinet full of her wonderful collection of art nouveau objects. “I’d like you to paint a mural of me but in the style of Alphonse Mucha.”

      Her commission will be a challenge, but one I’m eager to take on. My style is not that far removed from Mucha’s. “It would be my pleasure. When do you want to start?”

      “As soon as you’re available. Before the solstice, if possible.”
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      I try to shake off my unease as I enter the penthouse. Everything in my gut tells me Anastasia is a witch, and a powerful one at that. Who else would be focused on the approaching summer solstice? Yet, Eshe never mentioned her—or that there was another coven operating in Hollywood. Maybe Anastasia is working on her own. I should call Lona, Rhonwen’s second in command. She might be able to track down more information on Anastasia. I’d like to know whom I’m dealing with. Working alone with her for hours puts me in a very vulnerable position.

      I search through my mobile contacts looking for Lona’s number. Magnus nudges my leg, his eyes filled with concern. I pat his head more to assure myself than him. “Everything is going to be okay.” I notice the time on the big kitchen clock. “Let’s get some dinner.”

      He thunders toward his bowl. The one thing Magnus loves more than his owner is his food. I had no idea how much large dogs have to eat to get through the day. I scoop out two big portions of kibble and fill his bowl to the brim. In several large gulps he manages to empty it. He looks up at me for more. I pat his side. “No, Magnus, that’s enough for now. Don’t you want to look your best for the lady Doberman on the second floor?”

      He barks and heads toward the elevator door. I swear he can understand me. “Your walk isn’t for another hour, remember?” The vet gave me instructions to keep a routine for Magnus because abused dogs need order in their lives to feel safe. He hangs his head and lies down by the couch. He sure knows how to make me feel guilty. My stomach growls but not from nerves, it’s reminding me I better have a bite myself. I open the fridge and pull out some left over take away from the Thai restaurant down the street. I’m sure glad Edgar isn’t here. He’d be unable to stop teasing me about how American I’ve become.

      While pulling open the container lid, a sound tickles the hairs
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