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Dedication

A Daily Dose of Mercy is dedicated to all the amazing Mercy Ships crew and staff—prior and present. Their compassion, commitment, and sacrifice wrote the stories on these pages.

Don Stephens
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IT’S ALL ABOUT MERCY …

I could say it all started with a hurricane, or reading a book about the famous SS Hope. I could say it started with meeting Mother Teresa, or with the birth of our special-needs son, John Paul. Or I could say it began with my parents’ simple way with grace and mercy and dignity with their small-town helping hand. I could say all those things about the very beginning of the idea that became Mercy Ships, and they’d all be true.

A seed of an idea in the mind of a nineteen-year-old young man on a youth mission trip—an idea born from an overheard prayer in the midst of a hurricane in the Bahamas—was cultivated, watered, and pruned by a loving God who wants all of His people to have abundant life. The things He has done and the doors He has opened have humbled and awed me. And this idea of a hospital ship filled with volunteer crew members and offering free surgical care—this illogical business model that shouldn’t work—has worked.

And the reason it has worked is because the heart of Mercy Ships is Jesus. Our staff and crew desire to model their lives upon His life. Those who serve on the hospital ship pay their own way, volunteering their time and skills to help those less fortunate than themselves.

Our work is far from over. The tragic truth is that more than five billion people worldwide have no access to safe surgical care. Please pray for our dedicated staff and crew as we sail ahead to offer even more hope and healing to the people of Africa.

These daily devotional readings are taken from the very best stories from our Mercy Minute radio program, which began in October 2000. Each one-minute script points to the need for mercy everywhere … across the ocean, down the street, next door, and even in our very own homes.

As you read A Daily Dose of Mercy, I hope you will “choose mercy” by showing kindness to someone every day.

Yes, it really is all about mercy.

—Don Stephens


ABOUT THE SHIPS …

Since 1978, Mercy Ships has operated five ships—at various times and in various combinations: the Anastasis, the Caribbean Mercy, the Island Mercy (originally named the Good Samaritan), the Pacific Ruby, and the Africa Mercy. The first four have been retired after faithful and distinguished service. The Africa Mercy has a capacity equal to the other four ships combined. And a new (even larger) ship, the Global Mercy, is currently under construction. What powerful partners the two ships will be as they deliver hope and healing to the poorest countries in the world!


A Daily Dose

of

MERCY
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JANUARY

“And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

(Micah 6:8)
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January 1

Something that Matters



Becky Johns volunteered as a ward nurse onboard our hospital ship in the Republic of Congo. She shared this New Year’s reflection:

“I love a new year … it is a clean slate, a time of reflection, a fresh perspective. My favorite moment so far has been seeing our teenage patient Rovel’s wounds heal enough that he could finally go home. It was so amazing to watch Rovel and his grandmother give hugs to all of us. ‘Renewed hope for the future,’ my friend called it. This is where my excitement for this year is rooted. For each of us is right where we need to be to do something that matters.”

Start the New Year with something that matters—like finding a volunteer opportunity in your community. Helping others is always an act of mercy.

“It is God Himself who has made us what we are and given us new lives from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago He planned that we should spend these lives in helping others.” (Ephesians 2:10 TLB)

“Shared joy is double joy; shared sorrow is half sorrow.” (Swedish Proverb)
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	Formerly the Victoria, the Anastasis was built in 1953 as an Italian passenger liner and served as the flagship of the Mercy Ships fleet from 1978 to 2007.





Mercy Minute Volume 62, Script 15; blog (1/21/2014) of Becky Johns submitted to Grace Antonini, staff writer; 2013-14 AFM Congo Field Service; ©2014 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 2

Catching Shadows



A volunteer crew member described a life-transforming moment on our hospital ship, the Africa Mercy:

“Yesterday I witnessed something incredible and amazing—a group of 15 children who have been blind since birth saw FOR THE FIRST TIME. As one little girl, four-year-old Fatmata, walked out the door, she stopped in front of me and reached down and curiously touched the floor. It was a split second before I realized what she was doing—she was trying to touch her shadow … that she had never seen before and didn’t understand. Next time, I see my shadow, I know what I’ll be grateful for.”

This beautiful moment was created by the extravagant mercy of volunteers and donors … mercy that represented an investment of love, time, and commitment. And YOU can create a beautiful moment of extravagant mercy for someone today.

“Great crowds came to Him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others; and laid them at His feet; and He healed them.” (Matthew 15:30 NIV)




	[image: Image Missing]
	January 2, 1981: The Maltese flag was raised as the flag of registry for the Anastasis, the first Mercy Ship.





Mercy Minute Volume 52, Script 45; from blogpost by Catherine Murphy, AFM staff writer; 1/13/13; used with permission; 2013 AFM Guinea Field Service; ©2013 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 3

Mother Teresa’s 129 Lunches



“Excuse me,” Mother Teresa said. “How much does this meal cost?”

The airline stewardess said, “I don’t know. Maybe a dollar.”

Mother Teresa responded, “If I give up my meal, will you give me a dollar for the poor?”

The stewardess consulted the pilot and returned. “Yes, Mother,” she said. Suddenly, everyone on the plane decided they weren’t hungry, and Mother Teresa had $129.

Then Mother Teresa asked for the meals because they were going to be discarded. When the plane landed in Latin America, Mother Teresa was given the 129 lunches, as well as the loan of an airline truck. Thirty minutes later in a desperately poor neighborhood, 129 people enjoyed lunch, courtesy of Taca Airlines.

Mother Teresa was very resourceful and saw an opportunity for mercy—double mercy, in fact. So, look around, there may be an opportunity for kindness close at hand.

“God has given each of you a gift from His great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.” (1 Peter 4:10 NLT)



Mercy Minute Volume 28, Script 22; submitted by Larry Mast, Mercy Ships staff writer; based on Guideposts, April 2006; ©2007 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 4

A Crowd’s Mercy for Edoh



In 1995 the Mercy Ship was in Togo, West Africa. Thousands of desperate people stood in line—hoping to receive an appointment card for surgery.

At the back of the line was a little nine-year-old girl named Edoh—slowly suffocating to death. A large tumor was literally stealing the breath of life from her.

But in the midst of that suffering crowd, mercy heard the gasping child and raised its head. Arms of compassion—some weak and some strong—lifted Edoh and passed her to the front of the line. And that day, Edoh received an appointment card … a ticket for life instead of death.

You see, mercy looks beyond its own needs to recognize the needs of others. Remember: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” (Matthew 5:7 ESV)




	[image: Image Missing]
	January 2002: The Africa Mercy held its first entry-level training course while in drydock in Newcastle, UK.





Mercy Minute Volume 40, Script 53; from 2003 Mercy Ships donor appeal letter; edited by Nancy Predaina, Special Projects Writer/Editor; ©2010 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 5

Spider-Man to the Rescue



An eight-year-old autistic boy faced his first day at a special-needs school in Bangkok, Thailand—and he was frightened. He began to cry, and then he climbed onto a third-floor window ledge.

When the teachers couldn’t persuade him to come back inside, they called the fire department. Then someone mentioned that the boy loved comic superheroes. Fireman Yoosabai rushed back to the station and grabbed the Spider-Man costume he normally uses to liven up school fire drills.

The sight of Spider-Man holding a glass of juice for him made the boy smile. He immediately threw himself into the arms of his “superhero.”

You see, mercy comes in all forms—even a Spider-Man in Thailand! Sometimes you have to be very creative to find a way to show mercy to someone.

“There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear.” (1 John 4:18 MSG)
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	“The greatest healing therapy is friendship and love.” (President Hubert H. Humphrey)





Mercy Minute Volume 37, Script 48; adapted from “Thai ‘Spider-Man’ to the Rescue,” http://news.bbc.co.uk 3/24/2009; ©2009 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 6

The Boy with the Backward Legs



Abel is a handsome, bright boy in West Africa. But for years, people didn’t see his joyful spirit and contagious smile. They only saw his horrible deformity.

You see, when Abel was a baby, something went terribly wrong. His leg muscles quit growing, but his bones didn’t. His legs bent backward at the knees, forcing his thighs out behind him. For ten years, his startling appearance made him the object of ridicule. But his father taught him to respond only with kindness. And Abel learned to walk and even played as a soccer goalie.

For three months Abel underwent free orthopedic surgeries and physical therapy onboard our hospital ship, the Africa Mercy. He’s no longer the “boy with the backward legs”!

Abel experienced an amazing transformation because surgeons and nurses volunteered their skills to serve others. Everyone has some skill or talent that can be used to offer a dose of mercy to others.

“So two good things happen as a result of your gifts—those in need are helped, and they overflow with thanks to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:12 TLB)



Mercy Minute Volume 42, Script 53; from patient story by Elaine Winn, staff writer; AFM Field Service to Togo 2010; ©2010 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 7

Bambay Forgives



Sierra Leone’s civil war was brutal. Bambay was only 15 when rebel soldiers entered his village. They chopped off his hands and left him to bleed to death.

A nun found him and saved his life. One day she asked, “What would you do if you found your attacker?”

Bambay quickly answered, “I would kill him.”

The nun told him that if he wanted a good future he must give up his anger and hatred. He must learn to forgive.

One day Bambay saw his enemy and caught him—but he just couldn’t kill him. Instead, he forgave the man.

You see, Bambay received more than physical healing. He learned that forgiveness is the greatest act of mercy.

“Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.” (Matthew 5:48 MSG)



Mercy Minute Volume 47, Script 33; submitted by Elaine B. Winn, staff writer; from interview with Ken Winebark, April 18, 2011; AFM 2011 Sierra Leone Field Service; ©2011 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 8

A Nurse and the Devil Child



In Freetown, Sierra Leone, a newspaper displayed a photo of a little girl with a facial deformity. The caption read “Devil Child.” The girl was kept locked up in a cement chicken coup—alone and slowly starving to death.

Then someone brought her to our hospital ship, the Africa Mercy. She hesitated at the gangway—afraid of rejection. Despite the child’s smell and filth, a Mercy Ships nurse gently picked her up and carried her onboard.

The girl received a free surgery to repair the deformity. But the love and kindness she experienced repaired her heart. It reminds us of the words of Francis of Assisi: “Preach the Gospel always; use words when necessary.”

I think that also applies to showing mercy to others … “only use words when necessary.”

“Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians 5:1-2 NIV)




	[image: Image Missing]
	January 2000: Mercy Ships opened a land-based program called New Steps in Sierra Leone to help land mine victims and amputees, many of whom were injured in Sierra Leone’s decade-long civil war.





Mercy Minute Volume 48, Script 27; based on an interview with volunteer Laura Coles by Nicole Pribbernow, staff writer; 2011 AFM Field Service to Sierra Leone; ©2011 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 9

Cobblestones of Gratitude



Underneath the paving on Bank Street in New London, Connecticut, are some very special cobblestones of gratitude.

When Germany invaded Belgium in World War I, they stopped all imports. Since Belgium imported 80% of its food, the people were starving. Help came from an American organization directed by Herbert Hoover, who later became president. Ships carried food to Belgium. Hoover guaranteed the Germans that the returning ships would carry no cargo to aid the Allies. So, the grateful Belgians ripped up some streets. Then they donated the cobblestones to provide ballast for the homeward-bound ships. Some of the stones eventually paved the streets of New London. You see, the by-product of your acts of kindness to others is gratitude.

“Carrying out this social relief work involves far more than helping meet the bare needs of poor Christians. It also produces abundant and bountiful thanksgivings to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:12 MSG)
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	“If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap. If you want happiness for a day, go fishing. If you want happiness for a year, inherit a fortune. If you want happiness for a lifetime, help somebody.” (Chinese Proverb)





Mercy Minute Volume 47, Script 56; adapted from “Bank Street’s Belgian Cobblestones,” by Carol Kimball; www.theday;8/17/09; ©2011 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 10

Abisoye, a Light on the Ward



For thirteen years, Abisoye lived with a facial tumor. Many people—even in her own family—teased and avoided her. Her husband died, leaving her to care for their four young children. She baked and sold bread to survive.

Then our hospital ship, the Africa Mercy, came to Benin, West Africa. Abisoye received a free surgery to remove the tumor.

Now, you’d think that she would be angry or bitter about the hardships in her life. But Abisoye encouraged everyone around her. One of the nurses said, “Abisoye was a light in the hospital ward. She would always say, ‘God is so good.’”

You see, a merciful heart looks beyond its own difficulties and encourages others. You can be the light of mercy in someone’s life today because God is good!

“Since you have been chosen by God who has given you this new kind of life, and because of His deep love and concern for you, you should practice tenderhearted mercy and kindness to others.” (Colossians 3:12 TLB)




	[image: Image Missing]
	The first Mercy Ships office was in San Pedro, California.





Mercy Minute Volume 47, Script 6; based on patient interview by staff writer Megan Petock; 2009 AFM Field Service to Benin; ©2010 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 11

Five Children See



Five children, ages 6 to 15, sat silently on a long wooden bench. All five were from the same family. Despite the sunny day, they sat in darkness, blind from birth by cataracts. In the west, these children would have had restorative surgery before they spoke their first word.

But the harsh reality of West Africa is that no accommodation is made for disability. Mercy Ships was their only chance for a future.

Onboard the Africa Mercy, Mercy Ships volunteer doctors performed successful free surgeries for all five children. The horrible darkness was gone! It was replaced by the music of children’s laughter. Their mother said, “I am so happy, so thankful.”

You see, mercy always brings light into darkness … and that means you can brighten someone’s life today.

“Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other.” (Romans 12:10 NLT)



Mercy Minute Volume 51, Script 1; submitted by Catherine Clarke Murphy, staff writer; based on patient story by Nicole Pribbernow, staff writer; 2012 AFM Togo Field Service; ©2012 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 12

Malala Yousafzai



Malala Yousafzai is a courageous 15-year-old Pakistani girl. She is a vocal advocate for girls’ education. She even wrote a blog for the BBC called “Diary of a Pakistani Schoolgirl.”

On October 9, 2012, Taliban gunmen boarded her school bus and shot her in the head. They said they had to silence her extremist Western thinking.

Miraculously, she survived and recovered in a hospital in Britain. She’s become an inspiration around the world. In fact, in 2014 she was given the Nobel Peace Prize. Her father says, “When she fell, Pakistan stood” because the nation rallied to her cause.

Mercy means standing up for what is right—even at great cost. Each one of us can make the world a better place by showing mercy to others.

“Speak up for the people who have no voice, for the rights of all the down-and-outers. Speak out for justice!” (Proverbs 31:8-9 MSG)




	[image: Image Missing]
	January 12, 1983: The first Mercy Ship, the Anastasis, arrived in Guatemala to deliver $1 million U.S. in relief supplies for the Ixil Indians.





Mercy Minute Volume 52, Script 11; based on “Malala Yousafzai” by Howard Chua-Eoan, 11/26/12, www.time.com, and “Malala Yousafzai Should Win Nobel Peace Prize,” www.globalpost.com; 11/9/12; ©2013 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 13

Memouna Laughs



When thirteen-year-old Memouna arrived onboard our hospital ship for surgery, she was scared. For years she had been teased about the tumor on her face. People even said she was cursed. But a free surgery onboard our Africa Mercy changed her forever. Mercy Ships ward nurse Lynne White described the transformation:

“Memouna was so quiet. I didn’t think she could speak! But now that she has had surgery, she is so happy. A few nights ago, I walked into the room and found her laughing and painting her nails, just like any 13-year-old would. Memouna finally feels normal. And she won’t be teased for the way she looks anymore.”

Showing compassion to others is so powerful! Mercy completely transformed Memouna’s life … physically and emotionally. And YOU can transform a life by showing mercy to someone.

“Here are My directions: Pray much for others; plead for God’s mercy upon them; give thanks for all He is going to do for them.” (1 Timothy 2:1 TLB)




	[image: Image Missing]
	January 13, 2001: An earthquake estimated at 7.7 or 7.9 struck El Salvador, killing hundreds and leaving hundreds of thousands homeless. The Caribbean Mercy was docked in Guatemala. The ship’s medical team sprang into action, and the crew assembled supplies and joined the relief efforts.





Mercy Minute, Volume 51, Script 47; based on patient story by Catherine Clarke Murphy, staff writer; 2012 AFM Guinea Field Service; ©2012 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 14

The Waving Man



In the Berkeley History Center in California, you’ll find a pair of yellow gloves once owned by Joseph Charles. He was called the “waving man.”

You see, every weekday morning for 30 years, Joseph stood on his porch, smiled, and waved his yellow-gloved hands at every passing car. If you lowered your car window, you’d hear him call out, “Keep smiling” or “Have a GOOD day!”

One person said, “He embodied the spirit of unconditional giving.”

Charles died in 2002. Every year on March 22, his birthday, people of the community put on yellow gloves and stand in front of his old house from 7:30—9:00. They smile and wave at passing cars.

Yes, mercy gives happiness to others without requiring anything in return. Today would be a great day to show unconditional mercy to someone.

“So encourage each other to build each other up, just as you are already doing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:11 TLB)




	[image: Image Missing]
	“Good works are the links that form a chain of love.” (Mother Teresa)





Mercy Minute Volume 55, Script 14; based on “Day 686: Tribute to the Waving Man,”4/3/13; http://gooddeedaday.wordpress.com; ©2013 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 15

The Witch of Freetown



Aminata was an energetic 19-year-old girl from West Africa. She had a fabric trading business in Freetown, Sierra Leone. The future looked bright—until one day she noticed a small lump inside her mouth …

“It was so small at first, but it grew and grew,” said Aminata. “I watched my world fall apart. Over the next 10 years I lost everything—my husband, my job, my place in the community. I barely managed to live by selling oranges along the road. Many called me The Witch of Freetown.

“God, in His mercy, provided Mercy Ships doctors who removed the tumor. It was as big as a melon! Now, no one calls me a witch.”

You see, Aminata’s life was restored by the mercy of volunteers willing to offer their skills and time to help those less fortunate than themselves.

“I call on You, my God, for You will answer me; turn Your ear to me and hear my prayer. Show me the wonders of Your great love.” (Psalm 17:6-7 NIV)



Mercy Minute Volume 51, Script 60; submitted by Larry Mast, staff writer; from the Dec. 1993 Mercy Ships N.A. Newsletter; ©2012 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 16

Baby Wasti



Volunteer nurse Ali Chandra wrote this blog entry about one of her favorite patient stories:

“Wasti lived in Benin with his mama, his sister, and his papa’s other wives and children. His sister had something wrong with her eyes. When Wasti was born with a cleft lip, his mama was thrown out because a woman who made ‘broken babies’ didn’t deserve a place in the family.

But his mama heard about a ship that would operate for free. Wasti’s surgery was the very last one we did that field service. A short half-hour in the operating room held out the promise of better things to come. He recovered perfectly.”

Mercy embraces brokenness and offers a beautiful promise for a better tomorrow. You can brighten someone’s future by showing mercy today.

“Through the heartfelt mercies of our God, God’s Sunrise will break in upon us, shining on those in the darkness, those sitting in the shadow of death.” (Luke 1:78-79 MSG)




	[image: Image Missing]
	January 16, 2006: Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was inaugurated as the President of Liberia—the first democratically elected female president of an African nation.





Mercy Minute Volume 54, Script 19; from blog of Ali Chandra, alirae.net, 8/7/2013; used with permission; ©2013 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 17

A Pilot Shows Mercy



Mark received the devastating news that his three-year-old grandson was dying. In 24 hours, the life support would be removed.

Mark immediately booked a flight with Southwest Airlines and arrived at the airport two hours early.

But bad weather had delayed the flights, and the airport was packed. Security officials wouldn’t let Mark move to the front of the line. Finally, he ran to the gate and was surprised to see the pilot there. The pilot said, “We are so sorry about the loss of your grandson. We held the plane for you. They can’t go anywhere without me, and I wasn’t going to go anywhere without you.”

Risking the consequences, the pilot showed mercy and compassion. Now you go, take a chance and look for an opportunity to show mercy to someone today.

“The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.” (Proverbs 11:25 NLT)



Mercy Minute Volume 47, Script 7; submitted by Vicki Gregg; adapted from TIME, Sun, Jan 16,2011; ©2011 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 18

Blessed Assurance



Songs of faith touch the soul. Scott Temple volunteered as a nurse onboard our hospital ship. He shared how a hymn encouraged his heart:

“A group of post-op ladies were walking up and down the hallway, singing ‘Blessed Assurance.’ The words were in their native language, but the melody is universal.

This beautiful hymn refocused me to our loving God. His love brought me across the world to serve as a nurse. His love enabled a group of ladies recovering from surgery to sing praise.

‘Echoes of mercy, whispers of love’ became part of the fabric of my heart, and it strengthened me.”

It’s such a privilege that God allows us to be the face of His love to others. It’s truly a “foretaste of glory divine.”

“Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings …” (Hebrews 10:22 NIV)

“The quality of mercy is not strain’d, It droppeth like the gentle rain from heaven Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest; It blesseth him that gives and him that takes.” (William Shakespeare)



Mercy Minute Volume 66, Script 27; based on an article by Scott Temple sent to Kelly Grizzard; 2015-16 AFM Madagascar Field Service; used with permission; ©2016 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 19

Everybody Can Serve



Martin Luther King Jr. was an American pastor and leader in the African-American Civil Rights Movement. In one of his sermons, he said:

“Everybody can be great because everybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve. You don’t have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve. You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.”

Beautifully said! Mark 10:45 says, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.”

If you have “a heart full of grace and a soul generated by love,” you can follow the model of Jesus by serving others.

“Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a time, and always start with the person nearest you.” (Mother Teresa)



Mercy Minute Volume 58, Script 26; based on devotional in Our Daily Bread, 1/20/14; ©2014 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 20

Good Job! Good Job!



Four-year-old Lee received a free orthopedic surgery onboard our hospital ship, the Africa Mercy. She has a round face, plump cheeks, twinkly eyes, and a lovely little-girl laugh. She loves to be tickled.

Morris is another child who also had a free orthopedic surgery. With a great deal of effort and persuasion, he managed to maneuver around the ward for the first time on crutches. Little Lee cheered him on, saying, “Good job! Good job!” in her sweet little-girl voice. That went on for almost ten minutes. Later, she did the same thing for another orthopedic patient.

You see, encouragement is a gift of mercy. Show mercy today by giving the gift of encouragement.

“Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what you want people to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it for them!” (Luke 6:31 MSG)



Mercy Minute Volume 33, Script 36; based on blog of Megan Petock, volunteer nurse; megisinafrica.blogspot.com 4/21/08; used with permission; ©2008 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 21

A Merciful Cab Ride



Listen to this moving story from a former cab driver:

“I took a fare at 2:30 a.m. A small, frail, elderly woman gave me an address and asked, ‘Can we drive through downtown?’

‘It’s not the shortest way,’ I answered.

‘Oh, I don’t mind,’ she said. ‘I’m on my way to a hospice.’

For the next two hours, we drove through the city. Sometimes she’d ask me to slow in front of a particular building or corner. Finally she said, ‘I’m tired. Let’s go.’

We drove in silence to the address. ‘How much do I owe you?’ she asked.

‘Nothing,’ I said.

‘You gave an old woman a little moment of joy,’ she said.

I don’t think that I’ve done anything more important in my life.”

It is important to be on the lookout for an opportunity to give someone a merciful moment of joy.

“Yes, dear brother, give me joy with this loving act, and my weary heart will praise the Lord.” (Philemon 1:20 TLB)




	[image: Image Missing]
	Jan. 21, 2015: Sambany, a patient with a 16.45 pound (7.46 kg) tumor arrived at the Africa Mercy in Madagascar. Five of his friends took turns carrying him on their backs for two days to reach the ship … and healing.





Mercy Minute Volume 58, Script 19; from “A Cab Ride I’ll Never Forget,” 3/28/08; www.kindspring.org ©2014 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 22

The View from the Hotel Ducor



Megan volunteered as a nurse for Mercy Ships. One day, she followed a guide up to the roof of what was once a five-star hotel. But now the hotel was just a concrete shell from years of civil war. The view from the roof revealed the overwhelming poverty of Liberia.

Megan was crushed by the sight as she returned to the street. But then she recognized a small boy with a large cast. He’d received a free surgery on the Africa Mercy. Using a pair of hand-crutches, he navigated through the crowds and over the uneven pavement. His determination and smiling face reflected his confidence and his hope for the future. Megan realized that life is a matter of perspective.

You see, Mercy Ships brings hope to seemingly hopeless patients. And YOU can speak words of encouragement and hope to someone who is feeling hopeless.

“… when dreams come true at last, there is life and joy.” (Proverbs 13:12 TLB)

“Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fences, penetrates walls to arrive at its destination full of hope.” (Maya Angelou)



Mercy Minute, Volume 32, Script 37; from “Monument to Liberia’s Destruction,” by Megan Petock, volunteer nurse; Philadelphia Inquirer 9/23/2007; ©2007 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 23

Queen Jaroben



Jaroben stood up, serene and beautiful, in the ward of the Africa Mercy. Her silvery hair added a regal touch. And this was her day to celebrate!

Jaroben, like many West African women, suffered a childbirth injury which left her incontinent. She was abandoned by her husband and shunned by her community. For 46 years she lived in humiliation and isolation!

But now, after a free surgery onboard the Mercy Ship, Jaroben was completely transformed. She had a new dress, a beautiful smile, and renewed hope. Jaroben joyfully said, “I never imagined I would be able to stand amongst people or sit and talk with friends.”

You see, mercy really does transform lives. Find a way to show mercy to someone today.

“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I loved you, love one another.” (John 13:34 MSG)



Mercy Minute Volume 32, Script 65; from patient report by volunteer Lu Mizen, 8/23/2007; 2007 AFM Liberia Field Service; ©2007 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 24

Surgery by Text Message



British vascular surgeon Dr. David Nott volunteered with Doctors Without Borders. One of his patients in Africa was a 16-year-old boy. His left arm had been ripped off by a hippopotamus. He needed a forequarter amputation, requiring the removal of the collarbone and shoulder blade. He also needed an intensive care unit and a blood supply.

Dr. Nott had only one pint of blood and an elementary operating room—and he had never performed that particular surgery. A colleague in London sent him step-by-step instructions by text message! Dr. Nott says, “The boy was dying, so I took a deep breath and followed the instructions.” And the boy made a full recovery!

You may not be a surgeon, but you can still take a deep breath and find a way to show mercy to someone today.

“Never walk away from someone who deserves help; your hand is God’s hand for that person.” (Proverbs 3:27 MSG)

“What we say is important, but what we do is more important.” (Truett Cathy, founder of Chick-fil-A)



Mercy Minute Volume 36, Script 37; adapted from “Surgeon Saves Boy’s Life by Text,” BBC News; news.bbc.co.uk; 12/3/08 ©2009 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 25

A Party for Harris



One hundred excited friends and family lined the road. When the car appeared, they screamed, cried, and praised God. Harris was returning from a Mercy Ship where surgeons had removed his 6 ½-pound facial tumor. The man who had lived as an outcast for more than 10 years now shyly waved to the welcoming crowd.

Scott Harrison, a volunteer photojournalist, decided to throw a homecoming party for Harris. Fifty people attended, including some from the local radio station. They heard the story of Harris’s faith in God, and the miracle that took the form of a Mercy Ship, a free surgery and volunteer surgeons. Now Harris was able to speak and to laugh with his friends.

You see, God will work miracles through you—if you’re willing to show mercy to others.

“This is how everyone will recognize that you are My disciples—when they see the love you have for each other.” (John 13:35 MSG)



Mercy Minute Volume 24, Script 14; adapted from onamercyship.com, website of Scott Harrison, volunteer photojournalist; 2006 Anastasis Liberia Field Service; ©2006 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 26

A Good Memory and an Old Husband



Dr. Glenn Strauss is a gifted eye surgeon. He and his wife Kim often volunteer onboard our hospital ship the Africa Mercy. They have wonderful memories of patients who have had their eyesight restored—or, in some cases, see for the first time in their lives.

On one occasion, a man and his wife both had eye surgery. They had been blind for many years—just getting along as best as they could. When the eye patches were removed, the husband was so excited about his beautiful wife whom he hadn’t seen in years. His wife, on the other hand, asked, “How did my husband get so old?”

Well, mercy does produce wonderful—and sometimes funny—memories. Now you go, create a memory by showing mercy to someone today.

“A happy heart makes the face cheerful …” (Proverbs 15:13 NIV)

“If you have no joy, there’s a leak in your Christianity somewhere.” (Billy Sunday)



Mercy Minute Volume 39, Script 32; from staff interview with Dr. Glenn Strauss; 2009 AFM Field Service to Benin; ©2010 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 27

Holocaust Hero



Sir Nicholas Winton was a Jewish stockbroker in London. During World War II, he abandoned everything to help Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi occupation.

He arranged for trains to carry Jewish children out of occupied Prague to Britain. He saved them from almost certain death and organized foster families for them.

Sir Nicholas was knighted by the Queen in 2003 for rescuing 669 children destined for Nazi concentration camps. He died on July 1, 2015, at the age of 106.

Lord Dubs, who was one of the saved children, says, “His legacy is that where there is a need for you to do something for your fellow human beings, you have got to do it.”

That’s a great definition of mercy … and we should all try to follow Sir Nicholas’ example by showing mercy to someone today.

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10 NIV)

“Don’t be content in your life just to do no wrong; be prepared every day to try and do some good.” (Sir Nicholas Winton)



Mercy Minute Volume 62, Script 33; based on “Holocaust ‘Hero’ Sir Nicholas Winton Dies Aged 106,” http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-33350880 ©2015 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved


January 28

Baby Francois



Ali Chandra has volunteered as a nurse on our hospital ship, the Africa Mercy. She tells this story:

“The ship was docked in Togo, West Africa. One evening someone said, ‘There’s a baby on the dock.’ I ran outside and found Francois. He was tiny, just under 2 months old, and weighed only 5 pounds. His lip and palate were split wide. His mother didn’t want a ‘broken’ baby and had planned to abandon him. But someone told her about the Mercy Ship.

I cuddled the fragile baby in my arms. Through the Mercy Ships Infant Feeding Program, he will gain weight. Then he’ll have a free surgery to restore his life.

I wanted drums and dancing to announce that here on our dock a mother was choosing life for her baby.”

And you can make a choice today … a choice to daily seek for opportunities to show mercy to others.

“If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate.” (1 Corinthians 13:1 MSG)



Mercy Minute Volume 40, Script 18; alirae.net/blog, 2/11/2010; used with permission; ©2010 Mercy Ships, All Rights Reserved
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