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To Alexandra Levick—My valiant agent. You are a fire, and working with you is warm and bright. Thank you for shining—and for everything you’ve done for Ember, Pippa, Kit, Hailey, and Marina. This book wouldn’t exist without you!

—L.M.

To all of my amazing, magical, strong, smart, and super funny girlfriends! Thank you so much for making my life a never-ending adventure!

To all the wonderful readers, and all the little artists making Mythics fan art! Keep reading, keep drawing!

And to Lauren Magaziner, thank you for creating these amazing girls and for letting me play in your world! I’m so grateful we got to go on this adventure together! Lots of love!

—M.O.
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    1

Search and Rescue

Golden Jumpsuit was getting away, and Ember could not let that happen!

Bonded with Ashley the phoenix, Ember beat her fiery wings as she chased Golden Jumpsuit’s blimp. Her friends were trapped inside—Golden Jumpsuit’s prisoners. Kit and her Mythie, a nine-tailed fox named Vix, were taken first. Then Hailey and her dragon, Sherbet, tried to save them, only to be captured too. This was the worst situation imaginable.

“Caw!” Ember cried, looking at the ground below.

Marina was bonded with her kraken, and Pippa was bonded with her unicorn. They were chasing Golden Jumpsuit’s blimp too—but on land. The giant kraken and unicorn crossed Savannaside Grasses, Lakeside Muds, and Swampside Shrubs. Ember flew faster and harder than she ever had before.

How could this have happened? How could they have been so thoroughly beaten by Golden Jumpsuit and the Uprising? Ember felt terrible—she knew it wasn’t her fault, but she couldn’t help but feel like she’d let Hailey and Kit down.
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What kind of Mythic lets her friends get captured? They must be terrified right now.

Thinking about it made her fire blaze brighter. Ember hated this angry feeling. She always prided herself on being logical and steady. It was good to be passionate, but in a composed way.

Except right now . . . she felt totally heated. When someone threatened or hurt the people she loved? That was when her heart burned so hard that it felt like a blister inside her.

The blimp was at the edge of Swampside Shrubs now. Suddenly, the airship released a thick, gray cloud of smoke before disappearing inside. Ember trilled in alarm—she was losing sight of Golden Jumpsuit and the airship!

She turned her neck to see Marina and Pippa. The kraken was rolling into the ocean, but the unicorn was pacing at the edge of the swampy shore. That’s right, Ember realized. Pippa can’t swim or fly.

“Brrrrrrr!” the unicorn whinnied.

They couldn’t leave Pippa behind. From now on, they weren’t losing any more Mythics.

Ember swooped back around. She squawked to get the kraken’s attention, and when those glittery black eyes blinked at her, she waved her wing toward the unicorn on the shore. With a flick of her eight arms, the kraken created a wave that followed Ember back to land.

Ember, Marina, and Pippa all unbonded with their Mythies.

“Ember, we’re losing them!” Marina cried.

“Kit must be so frightened,” Pippa said. “Hailey, though . . . I don’t think she has a scared bone in her body.”
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“Her bones are probably scared of her,” Ember said, “considering how reckless she is.”

“What if Hailey does something brash that gets her and Kit in trouble? What if Kit says something that gets Golden Jumpsuit mad? What if Golden Jumpsuit does something horrible to their Mythies? What if we can never find them again? What if she succeeds in her plan to rid the world of familiars—”

“Breathe,” Ember said, putting her hand on Marina’s arm. Ashley chirped, also trying to calm Marina and Kraken. “We’re going after them. But we’re sticking together—all six of us.”

“Thanks for coming back for me and Lulu,” Pippa said, gently touching her unicorn’s muzzle.

“Lulu?” Marina said.

“I got the idea from you,” Pippa said sheepishly. “You said she was luminescent. I thought it was perfect.”

“It is perfect,” Marina said, reaching her hand out to pet the unicorn’s smooth coat.

The airship’s smokescreen was very far away now: across the ocean, about to disappear from their vision. They had to hurry.

“We need a plan,” Ember said, turning to Marina.

“Me?!” she squeaked as Kraken hiccupped.

“Of course, you,” Ember said. How was Marina still surprised that Ember trusted her most with plans. “I can carry Pippa and Lulu in my talons. But where are we going?”

“With the direction she was flying, there’s only one place she can go,” Pippa said seriously.

“Waterside Isles,” all three of them said at the same exact time.
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Ember frowned. “I’ve never been. I know it’s one of the smaller regions. If I look from the skies, a giant airship shouldn’t be too hard to find, right?”

“I think our best bet is to be sneaky, rather than show our might,” Marina said. “But we have no idea what to expect, since none of us have been there, right? What if the whole place is overrun with Golden Jumpsuit supporters? What if it’s more dangerous than we think? What if they capture us—”

“No cage can hold a kraken, right?” Ember said, repeating what Marina had told Mayor Loch after Pippa had been kidnapped and the team had been betrayed. “We’ll work together. We’ll figure this out. But if Hailey were here, she’d tell us we have to move. Now.”

Ember and Marina bonded with their Mythies. As promised, Ember grabbed Pippa in one claw and Lulu in the other. She took to the sky as the massive kraken plunged into the sea. They were moving quickly now—the phoenix pumped her fiery wings. The kraken surfed on a wave.

In the distance, misshapen islands started to appear. They weren’t beachy or tropical, like Ember would have thought. They were rocky, mossy, and barren. Like pointy teeth jutting up from the ocean. Ember let out a low whistle.

They passed a small town built into the face of one of the rocks. But there was no blimp in sight, so Ember kept flying, making sure to go higher into the clouds for more cover. There were a lot of clouds here, and the region seemed gray. Ember was starting to understand why Waterside Isles, despite the nice-sounding name, was not a popular vacation spot in Terrafamiliar.

They were never going to find the blimp at this rate. Which meant they were never going to find Hailey and Kit. A lump burned in Ember’s throat at the thought of losing her friends forever.

Calm down, Ember told herself. After all, Golden Jumpsuit had been traveling on an airship. A big metal blimp. It couldn’t be that easy to hide, right? If only Ember could see better . . . what she needed was more light.

Ember used her wings to send a huge gust of flaming wind through the sky. The clouds dispersed. The sun shone in.

And for a moment, the isles below were bathed in golden light before the clouds came knitting back together. And in that instant, something gleamed below. Something metal.

The phoenix swooped down, making sure the kraken saw. They headed to the source of the reflection. Ember was right: it was the airship. The mouth of the blimp was open, and the hull was empty.

Hailey and Kit were already inside Golden Jumpsuit’s lair.

Which meant they would have to go inside Golden Jumpsuit’s lair.

But how?

Ember and Ashley unbonded. Ember put her hand on her hip, surveying the area around the airship. They were on an island made of rocks. All around them, pointy pillars towered above the ocean. From Ember’s angle, the tops of the rocks looked like knives, cutting the gray sky. The bottoms of the tall rocks seemed to have hollows to explore. Too many. More than double their numbers—but it wasn’t like they could split up anyway.

Ember walked in a circle, counting seven, eight—no, nine caves. She whipped around and slipped, surprised to suddenly find herself smack on her butt. What did she trip on? Ember touched her fingers to the ground and gasped.

“Look at this!” she said, calling Marina and Pippa to her. On the ground, a thin trail of ice led to one of the caves.

Pippa’s eyes widened. “Is that . . .”

“Hailey!” Ember said firmly. “She’s a genius! She pointed the way for us.”

“W-what do you think is in that cave?” Marina whispered.

“Our friends,” Pippa replied.

Emotion swelled inside Ember as she thought about Kit and Hailey. “Let’s go,” she said, following the ice. At the mouth of the cave, a metal door stood ajar. Darkness spilled out of the entrance.

Something felt wrong.

Why would Golden Jumpsuit leave the door unlocked? Was she careless? Did she think she lost Ember, Marina, and Pippa in her smokescreen?
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Ember shook her head. It doesn’t matter. Hailey and Kit are in danger. We have to keep moving forward.

They’d made a friendship promise on the SS Seashanty all those weeks ago. But it was more than that. Promise or not, their hearts—and fates—were forever connected.

With a deep breath, Ember took the first step inside Golden Jumpsuit’s lair.
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