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					From the
breathtaking cathedrals of France and Italy to the intricate, zellige-tiled Moroccan riads (homes or palaces) to the
towering skyscrapers of Dubai, traveling through the architectural
wonders of the world has a way of teleporting you back in time and
offering a glimpse of our future. Physically standing within these
places breathes life into the monumental moments of history that have
occurred there, making everything feel more real than if you were to
just read about them in books.
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					London,
England

					Sharon Yap | @sharonyws

					“The grand double staircase of St. Pancras
Renaissance Hotel, a historic hotel in London, is quite a sight to
behold. It was a trip down memory lane to learn that the iconic
staircase was where the Spice Girls filmed the music video of their hit
track ‘Wannabe’! The St. Pancras Renaissance Hotel has direct access to
the high-speed Eurostar and tube service of London St. Pancras
International Train Station. Since the staircase can only be accessed by
guests staying at the hotel, book a tour to learn about the history of
the railway station and hotel. The tour comes with refreshments
too!”
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					Venice,
Italy

					Айгуль Вишня | @vi66nya

					The iconic Saint Mark’s Basilica is a must-see
destination when in Venice, but be sure to arrive early in the morning
to beat the cruise ship crowds that flood the square. For a lesser-known
experience, head over to the Acqua Alta Bookshop on Campo Santa Maria
Formosa.
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					Jaipur,
Rajasthan, India

					Shade Bakare |
@fola.shade

					The stunning Patrika Gate is the
entrance to the circular garden of Jawahar Circle, located a short
distance outside of India’s Pink City, Jaipur.

					“Most cities I ventured to in India were so
drastically different from my home that there was an initial culture
shock from the sheer overwhelm of it all. In a space so unpredictable,
you can neither focus on the past nor predict the future. Your sense of
self in the present heightens, and you’re forced to live in the
moment.”
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					Admont,
Austria

					Kelsey Hamel | @kelseyhamel

					“The library at Stift Admont (Admont Abbey) in
Admont, Austria, is the largest monastic library in the world, which
houses texts dating back to the eighth century AD. We made a detour here
on a road trip from Salzburg to Vienna, adding an hour and a half of
driving through beautiful landscapes to the trip—so worth it! What
surprised me was how spiritual the library felt, thanks in part to the
incredible frescoes painted by Bartolomeo Altomonte (who was eighty
years old at the time!) in the eighteenth century. They depict an
interconnectedness of religion, art, and science and their relationship
to the path of enlightenment.”
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					Guía de Isora,
Tenerife, Spain

					Camilla Mount |
@camillamount

					“The Moorish inspired Ritz
Carlton Abama Hotel is set on a clifftop in the Canary Islands. The
property is a mix of Marrakech and Santorini, washed in dusty pink,
surrounded by mountains and the ocean. The hotel has a very laid-back,
relaxed atmosphere, making it the ideal place away from all the hustle
and bustle of the rest of the island. Be sure to visit the nearby town
of Playa San Juan for a seafood lunch by the sea and a stroll through
the colorful streets.”
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					Colombo, Sri
Lanka

					Kim Van Weering | @kimvanweering

					The candy-striped Jami Ul-Alfar Mosque is located in
Colombo, the capital of Sri Lanka. The mosque is within walking distance
from the lively Pettah Market, which is worth exploring as well. Ask
your tuk tuk driver to park at the edge of the market and then you can
weave through the maze. It’s best to have the driver or a friend walk
with you through the market, as it can get very crowded and hectic.
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					Milan, Italy

					Michelle Catherine | @crazycatladyldn

					Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II is a four-story double
arcade and is one of Milan’s most photographed spots, but this unique
perspective can be found from the Park Hyatt Hotel.

					
						Dame Traveler Pro Tip

						After
you’ve gotten your fill of the touristy sites like Galleria Vittorio
Emanuele II and the Duomo, spend time in Milano, hanging with the locals
in one of the city’s many hip neighborhoods like the fashionable Zona
Tortona, the city’s former city gates at Porta Romana and Porta Venezia,
hip-yet-cozy Isola, and the chic cafés in Brera.

					

				
			
			
				[image: ]
				
					Copenhagen,
Denmark

					Connie Cao | @connieandluna

					Is Copenhagen the cozy capital of the world? We sure
think so. The Danish tradition of hygge (pronounced “hoo-gah”) celebrates
coziness of the soul. Experience it for yourself by nestling on the
terrace of a café along Nyhavn 1, enjoying a slow day strolling through
Copenhagen’s quiet back alleys full of character, and disconnecting from
your phone to enjoy the present moment while you explore this welcoming
city.
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					Vernazza,
Cinque Terre, Italy

					Natalie Raymond |
@mygreatescapes

					Cinque Terre (“The Five Lands”)
comprises five villages: Monterosso al Mare, Vernazza, Corniglia,
Manarola, and Riomaggiore. During the warmer seasons, you can set out to
hike from one village to another, making for a super scenic adventure.
Some of the hiking paths take two to three hours, and the average time
spent to hike the whole of Cinque Terre is approximately six to seven
hours. You can also opt for traveling from village to village by local
train or ferry boat.
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					George Town,
Penang, Malaysia

					Annette Richmond | @fromannettewithlove

					In Malaysia’s George Town,
the five-foot way at Kek Chuan Road is a colorful sheltered walkway and
corridor that’s open to the public and lined with colonial
shophouses.

					“Bringing attention to an
underrepresented community has shown me that fear of the unknown is the
biggest factor keeping people from traveling. As a fat person, I have
things to consider that a straight-size person doesn’t. For example,
Will I need a seat belt extender on the plane? Will I need to purchase
two seats? Does the zip line have a weight limit? Does the scuba trip
company have a wetsuit in my size? Not knowing the answers to these
questions and not knowing who to contact to get the answers is a major
deterrent for plus size travelers. By sharing my story and my travels,
I’m able to shine a light on the importance of transparency and create
content that answers them in order to help people in my community feel
less self-conscious and more brave to get out there. It is imperative to
celebrate women and people of all sizes, because variety is the spice of
life!”
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					Stockholm,
Sweden

					Helena Bradbury | @helenabradbury

					The historic district of Gamla stan of Stockholm, with
its mustard color palette, has charming corners at every turn—like this particular street on the corner of
Stora Gråmunkegränd and Stora Nygatan, facing east.

				
			
			
				[image: ]
				
					Düsseldorf, Germany

					Tezza Barton | @tezza

					Schloss
Benrath is the castle your childhood dreams are made of. This opulent
Baroque-style summer mansion with pink exterior is the perfect day trip
from Germany’s beloved city of Düsseldorf. Explore its three wings and
learn all about its past soirées! And be sure to explore its extremely
well-kept gardens just outside of its wide windows.
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					Hong Kong

					Nathalie aron | @voyagefox_

					Quarry Bay is a less touristy side of Hong Kong. It
			offers tons of great restaurants frequented by locals, art galleries,
			and awesome architectural complexes, like the Yick Cheong Building, that
			make for great photo opportunities.

					
						Dame Traveler Pro
			Tip

						Since it’s a bit hard to find, plug
			the exact address into your navigation: 1046 Kings Road, Quarry Bay,
			Hong Kong. Also, take a break at the nearby chic and minimal East Hong
			Kong’s rooftop bar, Sugar, to catch unique views from the thirty-second
			floor.
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					Venice,
Italy

					Luciana Terroni | @lucianaterroni

					The Antica Locanda Sturion Hotel boasts views of the
Grand Canal as well as the iconic Venetian site: the Rialto Bridge.

					
						Dame Traveler Pro Tip

						One
of the best ways to experience simple, slow moments in Venice is to have
a picnic along the canal. Pick up some bread, cheese, and wine at the
Mercati di Rialto, just north of the Rialto Bridge and take in the
beauty of this enchanting city.
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					Cairo, Egypt

					Jo Hyun | @shesatrailblazer

					“Traveling has taught me the beauty of living
simply. I was overwhelmed by the thought of consolidating my apartment
into a suitcase and getting rid of the majority of my possessions.
Almost a year later, I don’t miss a single item. You realize the
happiest moments are often free or cost very little—watching a sunset
over a remote desert, eating some amazing handmade ice cream, connecting
with locals over a shared meal, or walking through a massive market like
Khan el-Khalili market, without the need to buy a thing, just
appreciating its beauty and all of the colors and moments
happening.”
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					Strasbourg,
France

					Sasha SHAFFOU | @sashashaffou by
@nastasiaspassport

					Strasbourg is the perfect blend
of French and German cultures in one city. The city’s Gothic cathedral
is more than a thousand years old and its intricate details
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					Manhattan, New York, United States

					Aleksandra Pankratova | @pankratova916

					View from Pier 51 along the Hudson River in the West Village.
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