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It’s his mum’s birthday today and 

they’re going to the beach! 
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Oh no! The clay vase Ruben made for his 

mum is broken. He’ll have to find her a 

new present now, but what?
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As they walk to the beach, Ruben looks around, 

trying to find a new present.

The leaves on the trees are turning red. “Why do 

trees change colour?” Ruben asks.








“Because it’s autumn now and there’s less light 

during the day. The leaves will start to fall off too, 

especially as it gets colder.” 

“How do you know so much about trees, Mum?” 

“It’s my job! I’m a biologist, which is a scientist who 

studies living things.” 








The sun bursts out from behind a cloud. 

“I’m glad we put on our sun cream even 

though it’s autumn!” says Mum.

“How can the sun burn us when 

it’s so far away?” Ruben asks.








“The sun is like a HUGE ball of fire,” Mum explains. 

“It doesn’t just give off light but heat too. The sun’s 

atmosphere can be more than 40,000 times 

hotter than an oven!

Solar energy

Solar panels

Look, that house has SOLAR PANELS, which use 

the sun’s power to make energy for electricity.” 
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