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Pray Always (The Armor of God Series, #7)

The Whole Armor & Prayer’s Power!

Also By Mical Malikowski


The Bible is God’s amazing story. When we believe that Jesus died for us and rose again, we become part of His family! Reading the Bible every day helps us know God better, grow strong and brave, and become more like Jesus. Remember Timmy? He and Ginny have learned about every piece of God’s armor, one by one. Now they are ready to put it all together, putting on the whole armor and using prayer as the power that makes it all work! Let’s join Timmy, Ginny, and Mia for the final adventure...
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The Whole Armor & Prayer’s Power!
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One bright Saturday, Mia invited Timmy and Ginny to her house for a special backyard parade. 


“We’ll dress up in the full armor of God and march around like real soldiers!” Mia said excitedly. 
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They spent the morning making their costumes. They made rope belts, cardboard breastplates, sandal cutouts, cardboard shields, paper plate helmets, and rolled-paper swords. 
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They laughed and helped each other tape and tie everything on as Mia’s puppy, Sparky, bounced around their feet, barking and chasing ribbons.
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“Ready for the parade?” Timmy asked, finishing his breastplate.

“Almost!” Mia said. “Let me get Sparky’s leash so he can march with us.”
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But when Mia turned around, Sparky was gone! The gate was open just a crack.

“Sparky!” Mia cried. “He ran away!” 

They searched the yard, behind bushes, under the porch. They ran to the front yard, calling his name. No Sparky. Mia’s eyes filled with tears. 

“What if he’s lost forever?” 

Mia’s mom came outside and saw their worried faces. She knelt down and hugged Mia. 

“Come here, everyone. Let’s sit in a circle. Remember what you’ve learned about God’s armor?” 

[image: ]The kids sat on the grass with their costumes. Mom smiled gently. “You’ve put on the whole armor of God. The belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, sandals of peace, shield of faith, helmet of salvation, and sword of the Spirit. That armor helps you stand strong. But do you know what makes all the armor work together?”

Timmy raised his hand. “Prayer?”

“Yes!” Mom said. “Ephesians 6:18 tells us to ‘pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.’ 
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“Prayer is talking to God like He’s right here with us, because He is! We can praise Him and thank Him for everything good He does. We can tell Him our worries and ask for help and strength when things feel hard. We can ask Him to forgive us when we mess up, and we can ask for help to forgive others too. 

“We can pray for what we need and for all the people we love, our friends and family.  We can even pray for people we don’t know (Galatians 6:2). We can ask God to help us obey and follow His will, trusting that He knows what’s best. 
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“Sometimes God says, ‘yes,’ right away. Sometimes He says, ‘not yet,’ and we must wait. Sometimes His answer is, ‘no,’ but He always gives us what’s best for us, even if it’s not exactly what we asked for. (Psalm 34:17, Psalm 145:18) 
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“God sees the whole picture from beginning to end. Remember when Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane? He knew the cross was coming, and it was going to be so hard. He prayed, ‘Father, if there’s another way, please take this cup from Me... but not my will, but Yours be done,’ (Luke 22:42). 
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Jesus trusted God’s plan completely, even when it was painful. God said ‘no’ to taking the cup away, but He gave Jesus the strength to go through it. And because Jesus prayed and trusted, He won the biggest victory ever, saving us all! 

“God always hears us, and He gives us what we need. It could be He gives us peace in our hearts, a friend to help, or strength to keep going.”
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Mia wiped her eyes. “So... we can pray for Sparky?”

“Absolutely,” Mom said. “Let’s pray together right now. Thank God for His armor, tell Him about Sparky, and ask Him to bring him home safe. God hears every prayer.”

They bowed their heads. 

Timmy prayed first. “Jesus, thank You for the armor. Please bring Sparky home. We’re sorry for leaving the gate open. Help us trust You.” 

Ginny added, “We love Sparky. Please keep him safe.” 

[image: ]Mia took a deep breath and prayed softly, “Dear Jesus, please bring Sparky back. I’m scared he’s lost. But I trust You. Your will be done, even if it’s not what I want. Help me be brave and know You’re with us. Amen.”
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They sat quietly for a moment. Then Mom said, “Let me tell you a true story from the Bible of a time when God answered prayers in a mighty way. It’s about Peter when he was put in prison...”
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A long time ago, Peter, one of Jesus’ closest friends, was arrested by a mean king named Herod. 

The king put Peter in a
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