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      Rosa and Jake are getting married–again!

      

      Jake

      

      Rosa and I have been married for twelve years, but it seems like just yesterday we got together.

      

      Okay, that could be because just days after our quickie, teenage elopement to Vegas we separated and didn’t see each other for a decade. But now that we’ve reconnected, it feels like the perfect time to renew our vows, right? Have that do-over wedding of our dreams, one that includes family and friends and all the trappings of a wedding we didn’t get the first time around. But Rosa’s avoiding anything and everything to do with our vow renewal, and I’m worried that maybe she doesn’t actually want to do this.

      

      So I’ve got six weeks to figure out what’s really going on with Rosa, kick-start the planning, and ensure that whatever we do, it’s exactly the way we want it.

      

      Easy peasy, right?

      

      Please send wine.
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      “I think I fucked up.”

      Sasha looks up from the sink where she’s rinsing a woman’s hair and raises an eyebrow. “You’re gonna have to be a little more specific.” She gestures at a salon chair with a toss of her head, and I sit while she finishes her task and leads her customer to sit under the hair dryer.

      “Okay. Martha can’t hear anything now, so go ahead and spill. I have to warn you, though, if you’ve done something that’ll break Rosa’s heart, you’re a dead man.” She drops into the chair opposite me, swiveling back and forth, eyes fixed on mine.

      “No! God, no. At least, I don’t think so.” I huff out a breath and scrub a hand through my hair. I need a haircut, I think, then shove that away. “Sasha, I need you to tell me the truth. Does Rosa not want the vow renewal?”

      She stops moving, planting one foot on the floor as she leans forward. “Why would you say that?”

      “I don’t know! It’s a bunch of little things. And maybe I’m overreacting, but it seems like every time I try to bring up anything to do with it, she deflects. It’s ‘under control’,” I say, making air quotes with my fingers. “But the closer we get to the date, the more it seems like she just doesn’t want to do any planning at all.”

      “Yeah, we need to talk. But probably not for the reasons you think.” Sasha nods and stands up. “I’ve got to finish this trim, but I’ve got a break after that. Go grab us a table at Rise ‘n’ Wine, and I’ll meet you there in fifteen.”

      It’s daytime, so the multi-functional space is currently a coffee shop and not a bar. Which is too bad, because I could use a drink. I order a cortado and sit down in a booth to wait for Sasha. I drum my fingers on the tabletop, all this anxious energy inside me with no way to let it out. Rosa’s best friend didn’t tell me I’m imagining things, which means I may be on the right track, which kills me.

      I asked Rosa to re-marry me because I love her and want her to be happy. But if this vow renewal is doing the exact opposite? I need to know. And I need to figure out how to fix it.

      The barista brings over my cortado and a plate of cookies. “Day-olds,” she says when I try to tell her I didn’t order them. “You’re doing me a favor.”

      “Take the day-olds,” Sasha says, tossing her bag onto the bench seat opposite me. “They’re almost as good as right out of the oven.” She places her order, then turns to me as the barista heads back behind the bar. “Okay,” she says, settling against the high-backed booth. “You show me yours, and I’ll show you mine.”

      I roll my eyes. “You have such a way with words, Sasha.”

      She preens a little, like I’ve complimented her, then leans forward, her elbows on the table. She’s all business now, and I’m both glad and a little afraid.

      Sasha is a force of nature, and she will protect Rosa to the death. Even from me, if I’ve fucked things up.

      God, I really hope I haven’t.

      “So what have you noticed?” She gives the barista a nod of thanks as she sets the oversized mug down. Then she picks it up and takes a long sip.

      “Well, first of all, I haven’t seen a single list.” The sentence hangs in the air as Sasha nods grimly. “No spreadsheets, no countdowns. I even asked about it, and she told me it wasn’t a big deal.”

      “Yeah, that’s not good.”

      I speed up, warming to the topic. “And every time I bring up anything remotely related, she’s…dismissive! I told her that the guys and I ordered our suits, and she said, that’s nice!”

      Sasha’s jaw drops. “Nice? That’s all she had to say?”

      “Right?” I huff out a frustrated breath. “And when I asked what color ties we should get, she couldn’t tell me. How are we supposed to match your dresses if we don’t know the color?”

      Sasha sighs. “And that brings us to my side of the story. You can’t match our dresses because she hasn’t picked any yet.”

      “What?” I sit back, stunned. “The vow renewal is in six weeks. And the dresses haven’t been ordered?” I don’t know a lot about women’s clothing, but even I know that it takes time to get wedding attire ordered and altered.

      “Not even her own dress,” Sasha confirms, and my heart sinks.

      “She’s not into this at all,” I say slowly. “Should I–should I call it off?”

      “I don’t think that’s a unilateral decision,” she replies.

      “But if she’s avoiding anything to do with the vow renewal, it must be making her miserable, right? This isn’t what she wants.”

      “Rosa has been planning her wedding since fifth grade,” Sasha says crisply, pulling a binder out of the bag she’s brought over from the salon. “Exhibit A–her first wedding planner.”

      “How did you get this?” I run a hand over the front of the binder, which has a faded collage of wedding images torn out of magazines behind the clear plastic cover.

      “I have my ways.” She waves a hand in the air. “Also, after you two broke up she brought me a box of all her wedding planning crap and told me to burn it.”

      “Thank you for not listening to her,” I say, slowly turning the pages. “Oh, my God, she wanted doves?”

      “She got over that pretty quickly in tenth grade when she watched a documentary on the questionable ethics of releasing domesticated birds without survival instincts into the wild.”

      “Good call.” I flip a few more pages, then close the binder and set it aside. “So you know she’s always dreamed of a fairytale wedding. I know she’s always dreamed of a fairytale wedding. She didn’t get it the first time around, but now she has the opportunity to do it right, and she’s not taking it. The question is, why?”

      Sasha purses her lips and looks out the window. “If I was a betting woman, I’d say I think someone got into her head.”

      “Okay, keep going.”

      “I’ve been trying for years to get her to take up space. Not about this, but just–in life in general. And she’s been getting better at it, right?”

      I nod. It’s something I’ve wanted for Rosa for a while, too. To stop being so go-along-get-along and claim what she wants.

      “And now she has the opportunity, the support of family and friends, the time, and the finances to do it up right. And she’s shrinking again. So who convinced her she didn’t deserve this?”

      “It’s not me,” I protest, and she pats my hand.

      “Oh, I know, sweetie. You want her to have everything she’s ever desired, and then some.”

      I’m quiet for a minute, my heart aching. Because she’s right. Someone has gotten in Rosa’s head. And as her husband and partner, I want to help get her out of it, and have the re-do wedding of her dreams.

      Sasha keeps going. “But she’s holding back, and she’s hiding it from both of us. So the question is, what are we going to do about it?”
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      Three hours later, our plan is in motion, and I’m finishing up my fieldwork for the day. I gather up my vineyard tools and wave goodbye to the workers, heading back down the hill to the house.

      “Hey, sweetheart,” I call out as I enter through the mudroom, shedding my work clothes as I go. “Safe to come through?”

      “Just me,” she answers from the office, so I slip upstairs in my boxers and t-shirt. Right before I hit the showers, I yell down to her, “We’re eating out tonight, so better finish up.”

      I’ve barely managed to get under the finally-warm spray when Rosa marches into the bathroom and flings open the shower curtain. “What do you mean, we’re going out tonight? I thought we were doing leftovers.”

      I grin and work some shampoo into my hair. “What, I can’t take my lovely wife out for dinner on a whim?” I dab some shampoo suds on her nose. “Humor me.”

      “Fine,” she grumbles, swiping at the soap bubbles and wrinkling her nose. “How soon? Do I have time for a shower too?”

      “Hmm,” I say, pretending
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