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​Chapter 1: Dark Clouds Rolling In
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Ava was swinging in the

backyard, feeling the wind in her short bobbed hair. She noticed the sky turning gray, and clouds moving quickly across the sky.

“Mom, why is the sky getting so dark?” Ava asked.

Her mom looked up and smiled gently. “That’s a storm coming, sweetie. Let’s make sure we’re ready before it gets too strong.”

​Ava hopped off the swing and ran to her little brother, Leo, who was building a tower of blocks. Suddenly, a flash of lightning lit up the sky, followed by a rumble of thunder.
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Leo’s eyes grew wide. “Ava... I’m scared!”

Ava hugged him tightly. “It’s okay, Leo. The storm can be loud, but we’ll stay safe inside.”

They quickly gathered their toys and went into the house,
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WATCHING THE DARK CLOUDS swirl outside the window.

Ava felt a little nervous too, but she remembered her mom’s words: staying calm helps everyone feel safe.
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