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Green Sea Turtle

Their shell is brown,
Their skin is green.
Algae and seagrass,
Their cvisine.
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To mate, they swim
With all their might,
From feeding place
To breeding site.

Then lay their eggs

On the very same beach
Where they were born,
And was so hard to reach.

Babies make haste

For the sea when hatched,
Fleeing the gulls,

So not to be snatched!
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Seahorse

What on earth?! The male gives birth!
It’s a ma jor switcheroo:

The seahorse male bears the babes
And releases them when they’re due.

The female puts her many eggs
In a “brood pouch” on the male.
He nurtures tiny offspring,
Until they’re ready to bail.
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Huge, slow-moving “sea cows”
Eat grasses of the sea.

There’s just one type of dugong,
But three kinds of manatee.

Manatees paddle the coast
With a broad, beaver-like tail.
Dugongs have pointy flukes,
Like a dolphin or a whale.

Where do they find their food?
Dugongs are bottom-feeders,
Manatees eat near the surface,
Both of them avid eaters.

More...
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Manatee teeth move forward,
Until they simply fall out.
Meanwhile, back in the jaw,
Brand new teeth will sprout!

Dugong teeth are different;

Through use they wear away.
But—surprise!—they keep on growing,
So in this way, save the day!

Manatees mate in a herd

Of males sharing one wife.
Dugongs have a single mate
They stay with their whole life.
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They can’t withdraw
Their head inside;
They swim off fast,
Since they can’t hide.

They’re known to hold

Their breath for hours;

The colder the temp,

The stronger these powers.

They’re not quite as long

As a fridge is tall,

But weigh like two of them—
Food and all!

More...
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Porcupine Fish

A normal-looking fish,

Facing danger, it won’t rout,
But hugely swell with water,
With its spines sticking out.
Its enemies will see this
And, if wise, turn about.






OEBPS/image/Coral_Reef_Animals_Book_2_Vertebrates9.png
A long and skinny, fishy sneak,
By nature when it hunts
Displays a cunning streak.

It hides behind an herbivore
So fishes have no fear,
Unaware of what’s in store.
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