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	PREFACE

	 

	“History is written by the victors,” so goes the old adage. As flawed and irrelevant as the concept might now be in this day and age, African history is largely viewed from the perspective of her two major vanquishers, the West; and the Near East, leaving Black Africans to dwell on the inconsequential aspects of it, that is when put in the grand scheme of things. 

	According to George Graham Vest, a former United States congressman, history is written by the victors and framed according to the prejudices and bias existing on their side. Proven or not, this aphorism was inspirational to the writing of this book. It is in this context that, without seeking to rewrite African history as understood by our vanquishers, it was within my rights as a Black African to add a perspective to it, having been guided by the ideals embodied in the Pan-Africanist philosophy. 

	The purpose of the book is not only to examine Islam’s racism and slavery but also many other depravities towards Black Africans and how their lasting legacies has affected Africa to date. It also seeks to invoke genuine discussions on the subject matter, the kind of discussions that could lead to changes of attitudes, hearts, and minds. As Black Africans, history has never favored us in the past, and will again judge us harshly if we fail to acknowledge our past shortcomings. An identity without protection is an identity lost!

	A relatively easy read, and with few academic acronyms and little jargon, this book is targeted at the lay audience and those with little or no prior knowledge of Islam. Except for my arguments and conclusions, the source material is in-line referenced, giving credit where it is due. The sensitivities of the topic are self-evident to both Muslims and Black Africans; however, as apparent as they may be, they have been deliberately set aside to enable me to tackle the matter without prejudice. And in the interest of reason and truth, taboos have had to be broken.

	The material used in this book is not new and is readily available on public platforms for anyone seeking knowledge. And in this age of the Internet, ignorance is a choice. Against this background, I would like to concede that I am indebted to both physical and Internet- based sources that have provided me with invaluable information that I subsequently used in my book. Not least of all, I would like to thank everyone who has taken an interest in what I have fashioned from the many sources I have already alluded to.

	 

	Mkoma Yi


Chapter 1:

INTRODUCTION

	 

	Question: Who is the most famous, and the greatest heavyweight boxing champion of all time, nicknamed “The Greatest”, who was later named after the Islamic Prophet, Mohammed, and the Prophet’s son-in-law, Ali?

	Answer: Mohammed Ali (1).

	 

	Many would have had no difficulties getting the answer correct. It’s on public record that the greatest ever heavyweight boxing champion apostatized from Christianity and converted to Islam, and subsequently changed his name from Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr to Mohammed Ali. The reason for the drastic decision to change his name was because the former belonged to the racist white man who had enslaved Black Africans. "I didn’t choose it and I don’t want it" (2), he was quoted as saying. “I’m no longer a slave” (1), he further declared.  A noble idea considering his background, but was he right to turn to Islam, and to adopt an Islamic name as a way of escaping the painful history of slavery, racism, and discrimination? 

	Mohammed Ali was paid to pummel his opponents into submission, floating like a butterfly and stinging like a bee whilst at it. A legendary figure whose boxing IQ and championship records are still unsurpassed to this day. With good looks, aura of invincibility and generously endowed with the gift of gab, Mohammed Ali became not only a role model for many race-conscious Black African-Americans, but once he converted to Islam, he also provided the Islamic apologists and polemicists with a propaganda opportunity to stage their cultural, religious, and political battles against Judeo-Christian tradition. Mohammed Ali was no longer just a boxing icon and a racial justice activist, but also an attestation of the truth claims of Islam, and consequentially, the falsehood of Christianity.

	Born Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr in 1942 in Louisville, Kentucky, Mohammed Ali grew up a Baptist Christian, going to church every Sunday. It’s been reliably told by his coach's wife, as she recalled, that Ali “carried his Bible everywhere he went and while the other boys were out looking around, he was sitting and reading his Bible (3).” Ali's belief in God was well established in his early years and that would continue to shape his future life choices.

	In his teens, Ali took up boxing lessons and made his amateur boxing debut in 1954 against Ronnie O'keefe, which he won by a split decision (4). From then on, Ali's long journey to the pinnacle of the boxing championship started following the trajectory that culminated in his dominance of the sport at heavyweight category.

	Mohammed Ali and The Nation of Islam (NoI)

	In 1961, Mohammed Ali became involved with the Nation of Islam, a black power movement that is loosely based on Islam. Its message appeared to resonate with Ali's own heart and personal convictions. He recalled one of the temple speakers saying "Why are we called Negroes (3)? It’s the white man’s way of taking away our identities’..." (3), and he liked it. When he then met Malcolm X, who became his close friend and spiritual advisor (5), Ali became convinced that The Nation of Islam was his spiritual home. Finally, a spiritual community that provided him with complete emancipation from the remnants of slavery, at the same time, giving him a sense of racial pride and endorsement.

	The Nation of Islam succeeded in what Black Africans in the motherland had largely failed, that is to create an African narrative that didn’t play cheerleader role to the West and the Near East’s insatiable appetites for cultural, political, and religious dominance. They rejected playing kingmakers, or to be the lowly in-betweeners with no sense of identity, culture, values, and history to be proud of. 

	The Nation of Islam doctrine expounds the belief that an ancient black tribe of Shabazz lived around the Nile Valley of Egypt and in Holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia.  One faction of the tribe, led by Shabazz himself went to the previously unoccupied areas of central Africa because he wanted them hardened. This is also the place they evolved Negroid features. The harsh climate was the reason the Black African hair is stiff (6)!

	The story may have inspired and persuaded Mohammed Ali to join Nation of Islam, believing that Islam was the religion of his ancestors, despite the narrative itself having no basis in African history or the modicum of truth. In one of the many interviews on this matter, Mohammed Ali was quoted saying “We want to be called after the names of our people. Clay was a white man's name... (1)". His friend and spiritual advisor, Malcolm X, at one point used Shabazz as his surname, with the sincere belief that he was a decedent of the said ancient tribe. 

	The NoI’s intrinsic antagonism towards the white man who had subjugated the Black Africans, brought them into slavery, and convert them to Christianity for their evil ends, would perfectly complete the narrative that resonated with Ali’s convictions. The original Black African narrative that valued his skin color, and could now rightly challenge the racial inequalities, and at the same time, challenge white supremacy.

	Mohammed Ali’s Move to Orthodox Islam

	After having serious doctrinal doubts about the NoI, Ali was again on the move in his quest to find the spiritual home. Together with the Sunni inclined new leader of the Nation of Islam Warith Din Muhammad, they eventually joined mainstream Orthodox Islam and chose to transition their group into the sect. The shift also signaled the end of Ali’s racialized view of religion and the antagonistic rhetoric towards white man, the Jews, and other groups. His new worldview was perfectly reflected in his quoted words: 

	"God created all people, no matter what their religion". He also said "If you're against someone because he's a Muslim that's wrong. If you're against someone because he's a Christian or a Jew, that's wrong" (7).

	Ali’s move to orthodox Islam caused a seismic shock in the world’s socio-political and religious circles. The Black African communities around the world wondered whether Islam was where they rightly belonged after all? And without forethought, it is estimated that over two million mostly Black African-Americans followed Ali into Islam. With reckless abandon, they had chosen to jump headlong right into the deep end. Matters pertaining to salvation had momentarily been left to chance. Leap of faith had prevailed over enlightenment. If it was good enough for Ali, it was good enough for his followers! 

	In 1972, Mohammed Ali went on the Hajj, an annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, presumably unbeknown to him that it was a former slave market and destination for millions of Black African slaves. In fact, it was one of the largest slave markets in the Muslim world all the way up until the Twentieth Century. A city where Muslim pilgrims used to buy, sell, and trade Black African slaves whilst fulfilling their fifth pillar. Ironically, the Kabba is where Bilal Ibn Rabah, the prophet of Islam’s trusted Black African companion and former slave plied his trade as a gatekeeper of the idols before he became a Muslim. It has been reliably recorded that racism prevented him from achieving greater things in life in the mainly Arab community.

	In eighteenth-century Mecca, most Black African eunuchs were in the service of the mosques (8). Important structures like the Kaaba, are what the castrated Black African slaves would keep guard of, whilst their superior Arabs masters got on with their day to day lives, with many often ending their day in the harems, sexually abusing the Black African women concubines. The Kaaba, was also where African Muslims would go on pilgrimages and taking several Black African servants with them whom they would sell on arrival, using them as living traveler’s cheques (9). And it is the same Kaaba that, according to the prophecy of Mohammed, will be destroyed by "black person with thin legs..." And (the thin-legged man) will be from Ethiopia.  It’s a small world after all! 

	Mohammed Ali on 911 Terror Attacks

	After the 9/11 attacks, a series of four coordinated terrorist attacks on American soil by the Islamist terrorist group Al-Qaeda, which, at the time, was led by Osama Bin Laden, Islam became the center of unwanted attention throughout the world. For many people, it was the first time they had unintentionally been enrolled into the Islamic religious crash course. Questions from non-Muslims were asked, and answers from Muslims were expected, and rightly so, given what had just happened.

	In a desperate attempt to absolve the religion from those devastating attacks that had claimed about 3000 innocent lives, a new dictum pervaded the American socio-religious and political space, "Islam Means Peace”. Even the Head of State, the leader of the Federal Government, and Commander in Chief of the United States armed forces, George Bush inexplicably joined the chorus, providing that much needed seal of approval that even staunchest doubting Thomases would have desperately wanted to hear. 

	In his own words, Mohammed Ali declared that "Islam is a religion of peace" and "does not promote terrorism or killing people (10)” By this declaration, it categorically meant that those who had committed this heinous crime against humanity were not real Muslims. And as a role model and a beacon of light for the race-conscious Black Africans around the world, his confident response calmed the nerves of many.

	The questions to ask are, did the Islamic proselytizers tell Mohammed Ali the truth about Islam? What it is and what it is not? Was Islam the original religion of Black Africans? Researching on the history of Islam as a religion was probably not Mohammed Ali’s area of specialty, so was researching on the Islamist terrorist violence that had rocked the world’s most prosperous nation that he called home.

	 


Chapter 2:

MOHAMMED AND THE RISE OF ISLAM

	 

	Mohammed, the prophet of Islam got his calling to start what is, by all accounts, the second largest and the fastest growing religion in the whole world. Going by the official figures, Islam now accounts for about 24.1% of the world’s population. A huge chunk, considering that it’s the youngest of the major religions of the world. 

	According to the Islamic traditions, Mohammed was born in year 570 to Abdullah and Amina. He was orphaned at the tender age of six and was raised under the care of his paternal grandfather Abd al-Muttalib, and upon his grandfather’s death, he was then taken by his uncle Abu Talib, the new leader of Banu Hashim.  While still in his teens, Muhammad accompanied his uncle on trading journeys to Syria, gaining experience in commercial trade, which was the only career open to him as an orphan (11).

	Muhammad then worked as a trader for Khadija, a widow, until he married her in 595 CE at the age of 25. The marriage lasted for 25 years and was reported to be a happy one. Muhammad relied upon Khadija and did not enter a marriage with another woman during his first marriage. After Khadija’s death, Khawla bint Hakim suggested that Muhammad should marry Sawda bint Zama, a Muslim widow, or Aisha, daughter of Um Ruman and Abu Bakr of Mecca. Muhammad is said to have asked for arrangements to marry both (11). When he was a grown man, the Islamic traditions inform us that Mohammed, as part of his Quraish tribe custom, used to isolate himself by going to the cave named Hira in practice of penance (tahannuth). When he reached the age of forty and was on one of his yearly retreats, he then received his calling to prophethood.

	Islamic sources allege that a spiritual figure came to him when he was asleep in the cave and asked him to read some writing on a coverlet of brocade, upon which he replied “What shall I read (12)” The figure asked Mohammed the same question three times, each time pressing him so tightly he could hardly bear it and he thought that it was death. Eventually the figure commanded Mohammed to read the first revelation:

	"Read! in the name of your Lord who created, who created man of blood coagulated. Read! Thy Lord is the most beneficent, who taught by the pen, taught that which they knew not unto men. (12)" 

	The traditions state that when Mohammed woke up from his sleep and shaken by the whole experience, he thought he was either a poet or a man possessed. He was so shaken that he ran home to his wife Khadija asking to be covered up. Troubled by the thought of facing his own people as a poet or man possessed, Mohammed is said to have attempted multiple times to commit suicide by throwing himself off the top of the mountain: 

	“I thought, woe is me poet or a man possessed – Never shall Quraysh say this of me! I will go to the top of the mountain and throw myself down that I may kill myself and gain rest (20)” 

	Khadijah disagreed with Mohammed’s view of the events. We are told that she stated:

	“Rejoice, O son of my uncle, and be of good heart. Verily, by Him whose hand is Khadija’s soul, I have hope that thou wilt be the prophet of this people (13)” 

	By implication, Khadijah was the first person to proclaim Mohammed’s prophethood, despite Mohammed himself repeatedly insisting that it was a demon. Khadijah also performed an elaborate test of Mohammed’s prophethood, an unprecedented test for that matter:

	Ismail b. Abu Hakim, a freeman of the family of al-Zubayr, told me on Khadija’s authority that she said to the apostle of God, “O son of my uncle, are you able to tell me about your visitant, when he comes to you? He replied that he could, and she asked him to tell her when he came. So, when Gabriel came to him, as he was wont, the apostle said to Khadija, “This is Gabriel who has just come to me”. “get up, O son of my uncle”, she said, and sit by my left thigh”. The apostle did so, and she said, “Can you see him”? “Yes”, he said. She said “Then turn round and sit on my right thigh”. He did so, and she said “Can you see him?” When he said that he could, she asked him to move and sit in her lap. When he had done this, she again asked him if he could see him, and when he said yes, she disclosed her form and cast aside her veil while the prophet was sitting on her lap. Then she said, “Can you see him?” And he replied, “No” She said, O son of my uncle, rejoice and be of good heart, by God he is an angel and not a Satan (13)”

	Muslims authoritatively tell us that when Khadija and Mohammed were in an indecent position, the spirit left. She was convinced that that spirit who was talking to her husband was the Angel Gabriel, and a good spirit, not Satan because when he saw their compromising position, the spirit didn't stay to see, and Satan would have stayed. Waraqar ibn Nawfal, an Assyrian Nestorian priest and the paternal first cousin of Khadijah then followed suit in proclaiming Mohammed’s prophethood. A family affair, it can be argued. But that’s how Mohammed became a prophet!

	It was from this month of the pagan Ramadan that Mohammed started to receive more revelations which he would recite to his followers and in return, they would memorize them. When he started preaching his message in Mecca, he was resisted by many Meccans because, according to early Islamic traditions, the verses he delivered condemned the idol worship and polytheism that was practiced in Mecca. In over a decade of peaceful proselytization, Mohammed is said to have won slightly over a hundred followers but mostly suffered persecution from his fellow Meccans who felt economically and religiously threatened by his teachings of one God.

	Due to the continued hostilities with the Meccans idol worshippers and polytheists, and the continued persecution and ill-treatment of his Muslim followers, Muhammad and his followers eventually migrated from Mecca, firstly to Abyssinia, present day Ethiopian in 613 CE and then to Medina in 622 CE. He became a prominent political and religious leader and once he had militarily prevailed over many surrounding tribes, in 630, Muhammad would march back to Mecca with 10,000 Muslim converts with orders to fight the Meccans if they attempted to resist the conquest, and with minimal casualties, he took control of Mecca and put the people under the rule of Islam.

	Mohammed then went on to conquer the surrounding pagan tribes, destroying their pagan gods and forced them to convert and live under Islamic rule or face the threat of annihilation. The last city to hold out against the Muslims in Western Arabia was Taif. Muhammad is said to have refused to accept the city's surrender until they agreed to convert to Islam and allowed men to destroy the statue of their goddess Al-Lat. Even when the Thaqif leaders pleaded with Mohammed that they should be allowed to retain their idol Al-Lat undestroyed for three years, Mohammed refused.

	The Kaaba, the pagan shrine was cleansed of all the lesser gods and converted to an Islamic shrine. Once the Arabia was firmly secured under Islamic rule, Mohammed began to focus outside to expand his new empire. The number of battles that Mohammed himself was involved in or at least planned varies according to sources. In one source, it is believed Mohammed fought eight major battles, led eighteen raids, and planned another thirty-eight military operations (14). His ruthlessness, brutality and uncompromising stance served to strengthen his hand with opponents and allies alike, and the use of terrorism was meant to strike fear in the hearts of his future adversaries. Public executions, mass murder, torture, assassinations, intimidation, and humiliation were common tactics during the 10-year period of his battles. Owing to the efficacy of the sword as the method of Islamic propagation, Mohammed and his Muslims followers permanently adopted military Jihad over peaceful proselytization to advance their religion, a method of choice for the subsequent Caliphs after Mohammed’s death. 

	Mohammed’s Death, The Veiled Truth

	Mohammed died in 632 and his death was never a secret, but the circumstances are subject to contestation by many Muslims. Whilst the matter is well attested in the hadith narrations that he died of poisoning, there is, however, a revisionist movement within Islam that puts forward the argument that although he was poisoned, his death was due to natural causes. The rationale behind this view is that as Allah’s most favorite prophet, this kind of humiliation could not have happened to him. In other words, it diminishes the belief that he was protected by Allah.

	Its reliably recorded that in year 628, the Muslims raided the Jewish settlement of Khyber. The motivations behind the raid are captured in numerous hadiths. It is widely believed that before the conquest of Khyber, the Muslims were destitute or semi-destitute. Khyber suddenly made them rich. Imam Bukhari has quoted Abdullah bin Umar bin al-Khattab as saying: “We were hungry at all times until the conquest of Khyber.” And the same authority has quoted Ayesha, the wife of the Prophet, as saying: “It was not until the conquest of Khyber that I could eat dates to my heart's content. (15)”

	According to David Samuel Margoliouth, in his book “The rise of Islam”, When the Muslims came to apportion their spoils, they found that the conquest of Khaibar surpassed every other benefit that God had conferred on their Prophet. The conquest of Khyber conferred unlimited benefits upon the Muslims:

	1.Immense quantities of gold and silver that the Jews had been accumulating for many generations.

	2.The finest arsenals of Arabia containing the newest weapons of the times such as swords, spears, lances, maces, shields, armour, bows and arrows.

	3.Vast herds of horses, camels and cattle, and flocks of sheep and goats.

	4.Rich arable lands with palm groves (15).

	Montgomery Watt also concurs. In his book “Mohammed, Prophet and Statesman”, he says “until the capture of Khyber the finances of the Islamic community were precarious, and the Emigrants lived partly off the charity or hospitality of the Helpers. Khyber spelled the difference for the Muslim community between abject poverty and material abundance” (15).

	After the Muslims had vanquished the Jewish tribe, it is reported in the traditions that a Jewish woman named Zaynab bint Al-Harith, having had most of her family members slaughtered by the Muslims, offered Mohammed his favorite food, lamb meat. The food was, however, laced with poison, and the motive behind this was that she wanted to test Mohammed’s prophethood. This is read in: 

	Sunan Abi Dawud 4512: - … so a Jewess presented him at Khaybar with a roasted sheep which she had poisoned. The Apostle of Allah ate of it and the people also ate. He then said: Take away your hands (from the food), for it has informed me that it is poisoned. Bishr ibn al-Bara' ibn Ma'rur al-Ansari died. So, he (the Prophet) sent for the Jewess (and said to her): What motivated you to do the work you have done?

	She said: If you were a prophet, it would not harm you; but if you were a king, I should rid the people of you. The Apostle of Allah then ordered regarding her and she was killed. He then said about the pain of which he died: I continued to feel pain from the morsel which I had eaten at Khaybar. This is the time when it has cut off my aorta. 

	We also understand Mohammed suffered agonizing pain since that day, and he even tried some treatments to alleviate the pain. This is found in:

	Sunan Abi Dawud 4510 - "...The Messenger of Allah had himself cupped on his shoulder on account of that which he had eaten from the sheep. AbuHind cupped him with the horn and knife. He was a client of Banu Bayadah from the Ansar.

	There is also evidence to conclude Mohammed never recovered from the poisoning incident:

	Sunan Abi Dawud 4513 – narrated Ibn Ka'b b. Malik: On the authority of his father: Umm Mubashshir said to the Prophet during the sickness of which he died: What do you think about your illness, Messenger of Allah? I do not think about the illness of my son except the poisoned sheep of which he had eaten with you at Khaybar. The Prophet said: And I do not think about my illness except that. This is the time when it cut off my aorta...

	Sahih al-Bukhari 4428 - Narrated `Aisha: The Prophet in his ailment in which he died, used to say, "O `Aisha! I still feel the pain caused by the food I ate at Khaibar, and at this time, I feel my aorta is being cut from that poison."

	Sunan Ibn Majah 1622 - ‘Aishah said: “I never saw anyone suffer more pain than the Messenger of Allah.”

	At one point, Mohammed could not even walk by himself. He needed the help of at least two grown men to move him around. The evidence is found in:

	Sahih al-Bukhari 2588 - Narrated Az-Zuhri: Ubaidullah bin `Abdullah told me that `Aisha had said, "When the Prophet became sick and his condition became serious, he requested his wives to allow him to be treated in my house, and they allowed him. He came out leaning on two men while his feet were dragging on the ground. He was walking between Al-`Abbas and another man..."

	Even the angel Gabriel tried to pray for Mohammed to be healed and it failed:

	Sahih Muslim 2185 - 'A'isha (the wife of Allah's Apostle) said: When Allah's Messenger fell ill, Gabriel used to recite this: "In the name of Allah, may He cure you from all kinds of illnesses and safeguard you from the evil of a jealous one when he feels jealous and from the evil influence of eye."

	Mohammed’s wives once forced medicine which they had sought from Abyssinia on him, and at one point, Mohammed was even unable to speak. Ibn Ishaq p680 “said b. Ubayd b. al-Sabbaq from Mohammed b. Usama from his father told me that when the apostle’s illness became severe, he and the men came down to Median and went into the apostle who was unable to speak (13)…

	The hadith narration (Sahih al-Bukhari 4428) informs us that Mohammed said to his wife Aisha; "I still feel the pain caused by the food I ate at Khaibar, and at this time, I feel my aorta is being cut from that poison." 

	Bizarrely, the Quran appeared to have predicted Mohammed's demise in a striking fashion:

	Quran 69.44-46 - And if Muhammad had made up about Us some [false] sayings, we would have seized him by the right hand; Then We would have cut from him the aorta.

	It also appears that Allah literally watched Mohammed suffer the effects of poison and did not come to his aid, a complete departure from His past actions. It is recorded that in the past, Allah had always been quick to respond to Mohmmed’s needs, more so if they involved his desires. Aisha, Mohammed’s youngest wife curiously noted this when Mohammed, many would argue, conveniently received a revelation that licensed him to free exercise of conjugal rights with women of his choosing:

	Sahih Muslim 1464b - Hisham reported on the authority of his father that 'A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) used to say: Does the woman not feel shy of offering herself to a man? Then Allah the Exalted and Glorious revealed this verse:" You may defer any of them you wish and take to yourself any you wish." I ('A'isha said): It seems to me that your Lord hastens to satisfy your desire.

	Despite the overwhelming evidence indicating that Mohammed died as a result of poisoning, most Muslims would rather ignore all this and maintain an unsubstantiated claim that he died of natural causes.

	According to one Muslim Sheik, Mansour Leghaei, it was “most likely that the Prophet (pbuh) died of natural causes and was not poisoned. And God knows best.” And to prove his claim, he reasoned “if someone is poisoned, he is usually expected to die soon after such as the case of Imam Hasan (a.s) not after about four years.” And Also, “the Almighty God says the following about the plots of hypocrites in assassinating the Prophet, which indicates although there had been attempt in killing the Prophet they did not succeed:

	“And they resolved that (plot to murder Prophet Muhammad SAW) which they were unable to carry out” (9:74) (16).

	Sheikh Mansour Leghaei is not alone in this popular movement. Many Muslims indeed would rather have their prophet killed by any disease except by poison, even worse, by a Jewess. Another Muslim apologist confidently concluded that “the cause of his death wasn't recorded, it is generally assumed it was due to a fever” (17). Others quote the Quran to prove that Allah protected Mohammed from men, therefore he could not have been murdered:

	Quran 5.67 - O Messenger (Muhammad SAW)! Proclaim (the Message) which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind. Verily, Allah guides not the people who disbelieve.

	Another online Muslim blogger Kamal Niazi, provided as evidence, what he believed apply to all prophets:

	“Prophet Muhammad was Messenger of Allah and no messenger or Rasool Allah has ever been killed by the enemies because Allah doesn’t permit it rather “Nabis” have been martyred but Rasool Allah who delivers the “Kitab” is protected by Allah” (18).

	Going through many articles by mostly lay Muslims, it didn’t emerge as a surprise that the majority supported the idea that Mohammed died of fever, not poison. Although they accede that he was, at some point, poisoned, they reasoned that a companion of the prophet, Bishr, who also ate the same lamb died instantly. This would then mean that since Mohammed went on to live for about 3 years after the incident, that is evidence that the poison could not have killed him. Some Muslims even claim that surviving the poisoning was a miracle, which should be taken as proof Mohammed’s prophethood. They also claim that Mohammed returned to his physical duties without any impediments. 

	It’s quite apparent that the death of Mohammed is shrouded in conspiracy theories, not only in the Sunni sect, but also in the Shia. But the evidence that Mohammed died of poisoning is overwhelming, and Mohammed himself professed to dying from it. 

	Islam: Muslims Post-Mohammed

	 

	After Mohammed’s death, Abu Bakr, his close companion, and father-in-law took over the leadership of the Muslim community, Soon after his takeover, many Arab tribes that had converted to Islam during Muhammad's lifetime decided to revert to their old customs and religious practices. We are told that the tribes had converted to Islam not because they believed in Muhammad’s message, but because they felt that they couldn’t resist Muhammad as the dominant military and political power in the region. This meant that many tribes' allegiance to Islam had been a decision of necessity, rather than a genuine conversion. 

	To save the Muslim community from collapse, Abu Bakr carried out a series of military campaigns between 632 and 633 in order to crash the rebels and force them back into Islam. Under the military leadership of Khalid ibn al-Walid, the Muslims managed to crash and subjugate the rebel tribes, thereby consolidating the Muslim power in the whole of the Arabian Peninsula (19).

	When his leadership of the Muslim community was no longer disputed, Abu Bakr (632-634 AD) took Mohammed’s revelations and compiled them into a book format, and then it was re-compiled for uniformity by Uthman Ibn Affan, the third Caliph of Islam in about AD 650. To maintain the same text for all Muslims, he ordered that all the other Quranic materials, whether written in fragmentary manuscripts or whole copies, be burnt (20). We can now point to this incident as the genesis of the preservation of the Quran, a matter that will be discussed in more detail in the coming chapter. 

	When asked if the Quran was perfectly preserved, one online Muslim blogger going by the name Julio Cesar Pino responded by saying, “Absolutely. The Qur’an cannot and never has been changed. Allah gives us His word that this is the final revelation, and that no one, not even Satan, can alter it by one comma... (21)”

	Muslims have reasoned that since Allah said that he was going to be the Quran’s guardian, then it must be perfectly preserved (Quran 15.9). Because of this decree, Muslims have placed the Quran on a very high pedestal, such that it is unthinkable to see it as anything other than the verbatim word of
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