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    To every dreamer who dares to create worlds beyond imagination…
To those who fight battles in silence yet still rise each day with courage…
And to the brave souls who sacrifice everything for the ones they love.
This story is dedicated to the heroes among us—the protectors, the believers, and the fearless heartswho stand firm in the face of darkness.
May this tale remind you that even in the deepest waters,when monsters rise and hope feels lost,faith, courage, and love can still conquer fear.
And above all…To God,for being my strength, my guide, and my light in every storm.
– Lehango Hamilton

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Out of the depths I cry to You, Lord;Lord, hear my voice."— Psalm 130:1–2
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Chapter 1: The New Mission
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The year was 1986.

The Underwater Slayers had just returned from a classified naval battle beneath the Atlantic — a brutal underwater confrontation with Russian naval forces that would never fully make the headlines.

But South Africa knew enough.

When the news broke that the Slayers had won, celebrations erupted across the country. Church bells rang. Radios blasted patriotic songs. Families knelt in prayer, thanking the Lord for bringing their men home alive.

At Simon’s Town Navy Base in Cape Town, the seals surfaced like ghosts from the deep.

Exhausted. Bruised. Victorious.

This had been their final operation of the season. After this, they would finally get a long-earned break before the next deployment cycle began.

Every returning seal was ordered to report immediately to the military hospital for evaluation. It was standard protocol — no hero left unchecked.

Among the men was Captain Belton Fletcher Jr.

Son of the late Sir Belton Fletcher — a legendary Navy Seal General who had built his reputation on discipline, honor, and impossible missions.

Belton Jr. looked like his father had been carved out of steel.

Broad shoulders. Masculine build. A deep, commanding voice that made men stand straighter when he spoke. Even when silent, he carried authority.

Sir Belton Fletcher had died four years earlier from a sudden heart attack.

The loss had shaken the entire naval community.

But it had nearly broken Belton Jr.’s mother.

After the funeral, Belton had returned home to care for her. He cooked. He repaired the house. He sat with her through nights of grief when the silence felt unbearable. There were breakdowns. Outbursts. Moments where she thought she wouldn’t survive the loneliness.

But she endured.

And she often told him, “If you weren’t here, my boy... I wouldn’t have made it.”

Belton now sat in a quiet care room, fresh stitches hidden beneath a white bandage wrapped carefully around his head.

A young nurse, Emily Davids, 26 years old and newly graduated, secured the final layer.

The government had requested every available nurse to assist with the Slayers’ return. They were national heroes.

“You’ll have a mild concussion,” Emily said gently. “But you’ll be fine, Captain.”

He had hit his head when enemy fire rocked their submarine during the battle.

Their submarine.

It was a beast.

Silver and black, built like something out of a Batman film. The words Underwater Slayers were engraved boldly along both sides. The front was shaped like a missile launcher, capable of firing rockets, deploying defensive mist shields, and activating a reinforced protective barrier system.

It carried detachable mini escape submarines, advanced distress beacons, emergency weaponry, and survival gadgets.

For any young recruit dreaming of becoming a Navy Seal, that submarine was legend.

Emily finished cleaning up, tossing away used gauze.

She hesitated before turning toward him.

“Captain... may I say something?”

Belton looked up, tired but attentive.

“Yes.”

“Thank you. For keeping us safe.”

The sincerity in her voice caught him off guard.

He offered a small, respectful smile.

“You’re welcome, ma’am. It was an honor.”

She smiled warmly and left the room.

Finally alone, Belton leaned back against the stretcher and released a long, heavy sigh.

Relief washed over him.

No one had died on his watch.

Some were injured.

But they were alive.

That mattered.

This had been his final mission.

After seventeen years of service, Belton Fletcher Jr. was planning early retirement. His mother was getting older. He wanted to be there for her until her last days.

He pictured planting fruit trees in the backyard. Expanding the vegetable garden. Living a quieter life.

His father’s words echoed in his mind — words he would never forget:

“No matter what job you have, always make time for your family. They are why you do what you do. To protect them. To feed them. To love them. Work is important... but family is priority.”

Belton had carried that message into every mission.

And now, he was ready to go home.

Or so he thought.

A knock interrupted the silence.

Belton kept his eyes closed, hoping whoever it was would go away.

Another knock.

The door creaked open.

“Captain?”

Belton opened one eye.

Danny Cummings stood in the doorway.

Thirty-two years old. Lean. Sharp-eyed. Loyal to the bone.

Danny hadn’t had an easy life. His parents were alcoholics who abandoned him and his younger brother. The state had taken them into care. His brother didn’t survive those years.

Danny bounced from foster
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