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Prologue
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Have you ever flipped a switch and watched a room light up? Or listened to music on a speaker? Or watched a movie? These everyday things all trace back to one incredible inventor—Thomas Edison.

Edison was not just a man of ideas; he was a man of action. He didn’t just dream about making the world better—he worked tirelessly to make it happen. But did you know that as a boy, he struggled in school? His teachers thought he wasn’t smart, and he was often distracted, lost in his own thoughts. Instead of giving up, he turned his curiosity into inventions that changed the world forever.

From a young newsboy selling papers on a train to the brilliant mind behind the electric lightbulb, Edison’s life was filled with experiments, failures, and successes. He once said, "Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration." That means hard work is just as important as having great ideas!

In this book, you’ll discover the incredible journey of Thomas Edison—his struggles, his triumphs, and the amazing inventions that still impact our lives today. Get ready to step into the world of one of history’s greatest inventors!
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Chapter 1: Young Tom and His Curious Mind
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Thomas Edison wasn’t always the famous inventor that people remember today. Long before he changed the world with his inventions, he was just a curious little boy with a big imagination. He was born on February 11, 1847, in a small town called Milan, Ohio. From the very beginning, he was different from most kids. While other children played outside without a care, Tom—yes, that’s what his family called him—was busy asking questions about everything around him. He wasn’t satisfied with simple answers, either. If someone told him that the sky was blue, he wanted to know why. If he saw a bird flying, he wanted to understand how it stayed in the air. His curiosity knew no limits, and he spent hours thinking, exploring, and experimenting.

Unlike most kids, young Tom didn’t do very well in school. In fact, he barely spent any time there! When he was about seven years old, his teacher, who wasn’t used to children asking so many questions, got frustrated with him. She thought he was being disruptive and even called him “addled,” which means confused or slow. But Tom wasn’t slow—he was just thinking in a different way than others. His mother, Nancy Edison, knew her son was smart and had a special way of learning. Instead of keeping him in school, she decided to teach him at home. This turned out to be one of the best decisions for young Tom.

Nancy Edison was a former schoolteacher, and she encouraged her son’s curiosity instead of shutting it down. She filled their house with books and let Tom read as much as he wanted. He devoured books about science, history, and mechanics. Instead of just memorizing facts, he performed little experiments to see how things worked. He wasn’t afraid of making mistakes—he believed that every mistake was just another step toward discovering something new.

One of the first big influences on Tom’s young mind was a book called "The School of Natural Philosophy" by Richard Green Parker. It was filled with experiments that he could try at home. He followed the instructions, tested different ideas, and even came up with his own experiments. Once, he read about how heat could turn liquid into gas, so he decided to test it by heating water over a fire. Another time, he tried to figure out how static electricity worked by rubbing objects together and watching the sparks fly. These small experiments kept his mind busy, and soon, his family realized he was no ordinary child—he was a born inventor.

His curiosity didn’t stop at science. He wanted to know how the world around him functioned. Why did the river flow in one direction? How did clocks keep time? What made things tick? If he couldn’t find an answer in a book, he set out to discover it himself. He even built a small chemistry lab in his family’s basement, where he spent hours mixing chemicals and testing reactions. His mother didn’t always like the strange smells and occasional small explosions, but she knew her son was learning in the best way possible—through hands-on experience.

By the time Tom was twelve, he was already ahead of many kids his age. But he didn’t just stick to science. He was interested in everything! He wanted to know how printing presses worked, how telegraphs sent messages, and how people could talk through wires. His love of knowledge pushed him to explore, and he was always looking for new challenges.

His father, Samuel Edison, didn’t always understand his son’s wild curiosity. He thought Tom should focus on practical things, like getting a job and making money. But Tom had other plans. He wasn’t interested in following the usual path—he wanted to change the world. His mother believed in him, though, and that belief gave him the confidence to keep asking, keep learning, and keep experimenting.

One of the most incredible things about young Tom was that he never gave up. If something didn’t work, he tried again. If an idea failed, he improved it. His mind was always working, always turning, always searching for the next big discovery. That determination and curiosity would soon lead him to an adventure that would change the course of history forever. But before that happened, young Tom would have to face new challenges, take on exciting jobs, and make plenty of mistakes along the way.

His childhood was filled with questions, experiments, and an unstoppable desire to learn. And that was just the beginning of his journey!
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Chapter 2: The Boy Who Loved to Experiment
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Thomas Edison was not like most boys his age. While other kids played games, climbed trees, and had fun outside, young Tom spent most of his time experimenting. He was fascinated by the way things worked, and he wanted to test everything for himself. His mind was always full of ideas, and he could never sit still without thinking of something new to try. His experiments were not just about fun—they were about discovery. He wanted to know why things happened, how objects reacted to different conditions, and what would happen if he mixed certain substances together.

Even as a small child, Tom had a deep love for science. His mother, Nancy Edison, encouraged his curiosity by giving him books that explained scientific ideas. One of his favorites was The School of Natural Philosophy by Richard Green Parker, which was full of experiments that he could do at home. As soon as he read about an experiment, he didn’t just imagine it—he tried it. He didn’t care if his hands got messy or if he made mistakes. In fact, mistakes excited him because they meant he had learned something new.

One of the first things young Tom experimented with was chemistry. He was amazed by how different substances could change when mixed together. With his mother’s help, he set up a small laboratory in the basement of their home. He collected bottles, powders, liquids, and tools to conduct experiments. Soon, the basement was filled with strange smells, bubbling mixtures, and unexpected reactions. His parents sometimes worried about the odd odors coming from his little lab, but Tom was always careful.

He also loved experimenting with electricity. He wanted to understand why sparks jumped when he rubbed certain objects together, why lightning flashed in the sky, and how he could make things move using electrical energy. He read as much as he could about electricity, and though he didn’t understand everything yet, he was determined to learn. Sometimes, his experiments led to small shocks, but that didn’t bother him. He believed that failure was just a step toward success.

Tom didn’t stop with chemistry and electricity—he wanted to experiment with everything! He was fascinated by how sound traveled through air, so he tested different ways of making noises louder or softer. He loved machines, so he took apart clocks, watches, and mechanical toys to see how their gears worked together. His father wasn’t always pleased when he found his son taking apart perfectly good household objects, but Tom wasn’t just breaking things—he was learning how to put them back together, too!

One day, young Tom became interested in telegraphy, a system used to send messages over long distances through electrical signals. He was eager to understand how it worked, so he built a small telegraph system using scrap materials. He experimented by sending signals to himself and even tried to improve the way messages were transmitted. He was only
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