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​Introduction
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God anoints and endows individuals with gifts and talents to serve in the Church. However, some have missed the very purpose of gifts and ministries in the Church. In the Abundant Truth Leadership Series, we will endeavor to present a proper foundation for believers to minister upon.

In this publication

Time would fail to try to explain all of the dynamics that are associated with God’s preparation process for ministry and service. There is a definite art to how He does it. The only person that can hinder us is ourselves. We just have to learn to navigate through the difficult times of preparation for ministry and service. Paul summed up his toils of ministry when he declared,


We are troubled ​on ​every ​side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 2 Cor 4:8-10 (KJV)


It is evident that Paul embraced problematic people and situations as a part of ministry. If we will have and maintain effective ministry and service, we must adopt this mindset. Why? God, in His wisdom, uses  unusual things to prepare His people for service. 

In the third book of this series, we give a brief study in which we will discuss how God uses people and problems to prepare us before and during ministry for effective service.
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​-Chapter 1-

Persons  & Personalities
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Let’s get right to it. God is a God of purpose. His ways are grounded in wisdom and love. 

The Plan of Purpose

Biblical history has shown that God uses man to fulfill His plan and purpose. After creation, He brought the animals to Adam in order for him to name them. 

Before destroying the earth, He spoke to Noah to send warning. When the worship of God in the earth diminished, He called Abram. 

The Privilege of Purpose

The same holds true today. He gives men the privilege to minister and serve in His. However, God does not always name  prepare us in a personal manner. 

Though God can deal with us personally, He still uses people to help prepare us for ministry. In the chapters to follow, we will look at biblical examples of how God used people to help prepare His servants for service. ***
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​-Chapter 2-

Paul & Timothy
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In preparing us for ministry, God will send individuals in our lives for specific periods of time. We cannot take these things lightly. 

Mentored for Ministry

He will send us mentors who will directly influence our work in the Kingdom of God. They will act as spiritual fathers and mothers to help prepare us for ministry and service. 

Paul alluded to this in his writings. He told the believers that they had many teachers, instructors, or guardians, but not fathers; that is, individuals who had a personal connection with them in terms of ministry.


You may have countless Christian guardians, but you don't have many {spiritual} ​fathers. 1 Cor 4:15 (GW)


There are numerous biblical examples of saints who were mentored by others before entering into ministry. The relationship between Paul and Timothy is a classic example of this. Through their relationship, we will discover how God uses people in our lives.


Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek: Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium. Him would Paul have to go forth with him... (Acts 16:1-3)


Paul met Timothy early in his ministry. After leaving certain areas because of threats, Paul meets Timothy and decides to bring him along. If God plans for someone to mentor you, you do not have to go and look for them. They will find and choose you according to the will of God. Remember the story of Elijah and Elisha.


So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. 1 Kings 19:19 (KJV)


Elisha was plowing when Elijah came and threw his cloak on him. God knows who has what we need. We have to be careful not to try  and pick who we want to mentor us. 

Mentored through Personality

We titled the previous chapter, persons and personalities because the people He sends to help us will have the personality we need along with the spiritual insight to push us in the right direction.


Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. (I Timothy 4:14-16)


We discover in a letter to Timothy, Paul exhorts him not to neglect his gift. When God places someone in  your life, they will encourage you continually to fulfill the call of God that is on your life. 

We also find that Paul's concern goes beyond Timothy fulfilling a calling; it extended to his very salvation.

Those whom God place in your life will not only deal with your ministry, but also with your walk with God. Paul repeatedly gave Timothy warnings (even after he began ministering) concerning his personal walk. 


For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred  from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. (I Timothy 6:10- 11)


Pray and ask the Lord to give you mentors for your benefit. However, you  must be prepared to receive the mentors that He sends. You have to be humble and receive those whom God gives you. 

Remember, you may have different mentors at different times in your life. 

Mentored by Instruction

Oftentimes, your relationship will be more like instructor and student rather than "equals." Sometimes this dynamic can be humbling. However, it is a part of God's process. Mentors will sometimes anger you, challenge you, rebuke you, encourage you, and push you. They are only fulfilling what God has called them 

to do.

If you desire effective ministry and service, you will endure the unfavorable dynamics of the relationship. Appreciate those whom God will send in your life. This is especially true concerning your pastors.  They usually will be there as certain mentors come and go.***
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​-Chapter 3-

David and Saul
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Most of us are comfortable with God sending someone in our lives to tutor and train us through instruction and example as we prepare for ministry and service. However, God allows people in our lives that only irritate, challenge, annoy, and anger us. 

Recognizing the Difference

These individuals appear to be of the enemy. But, God will even use them to prepare us for ministry. When He wanted to correct Israel, He would always use the  surrounding nations to 

teach them to obey Him. Isaiah records,


For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. (Isaiah 28:11)


God spoke to Isaiah and said that He would speak to Israel through foreigners. 

What did He mean? 

They would not come and tell Israel to return to God. But, as they attack and come against Israel, they would understand that God was speaking to them to return to Him.

We have people in our lives that stand before us consistently as enemies. However, their involvement in our lives keeps us before the Lord and allows us to see what is in us. The story of David and Saul illustrates this. 

We know that Saul was Israel's first king. He continually disobeyed God and was rejected. David was chosen to take his place. Their initial meeting was good.


Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep. And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son unto Saul. And David came to Saul, and stood before him:  and he loved him greatly; and he became his armour-bearer. And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee, stand  before me; for he hath found favor in my sight. (I Samuel 16:19-22)


However, Saul turned against David later. The result was that David had to flee from Saul.


And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin: but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night. Saul also sent messengers unto David’s house, to watch him, and toslay him  in the morning: and Michal David's wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life to night, to morrow thou shalt be slain. So Michal let David down through a window: and he went, an fled, and escaped (I Samuel 19:10-12)


Responding to the Process

God could have killed  Saul and placed David directly on the throne. Yet, the book of I Samuel gives account after account of David running from Saul. God used the jealousy and anger of Saul to make David into a warrior. While fleeing from Saul, he gathered a 

following. 


And every one that was in  distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were
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