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There is a part of the journey few people talk about. Not the beginning, where faith feels clear and obedience feels bold. Not the end, where outcomes validate endurance and stories finally make sense. But the middle. The place where belief is still present, yet clarity has thinned. Where obedience has been sincere, yet progress feels slower than expected. Where the promises of God are still trusted, but the distance between “then” and “now” feels longer than anyone prepared us for.

Many faithful people live here. Not because they failed. Not because they walked away. But because no one taught them how God works in the middle. We celebrate beginnings. We testify about conclusions. But we rarely give language to the long stretch between calling and fulfillment, where time passes, choices accumulate, detours happen, and the weight of unanswered questions quietly settles in.

This book was written for that space. For those who have stayed longer than they expected. For those who still believe God but wonder if too much time has passed. For those who feel the pull of purpose and the pressure of reality at the same time. It does not rush the journey. It does not offer shortcuts. It does not pretend the middle is easy. It names it. Because when something finally has a name, it can be faced honestly. And honesty is where faith matures.

This book is not meant to fix you, hurry you, or push you toward conclusions you are not ready to hold. It is not written to explain away disappointment or to spiritualize delay. It will not measure your progress against someone else’s pace or suggest that faster is holier. It simply makes room—for questions that refuse to leave, for faith that has learned patience the hard way, and for a God who is still present even when clarity takes time.

And if you find yourself lingering here longer than you expected, unsure of how to move forward but unwilling to walk away, know this: the middle is not an interruption of the journey. It is part of it. And learning how to remain faithful here may be one of the most important things faith ever asks of us.
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Standing Here

At some point, many of us arrive at the same quiet question. Not shouted. Not announced. Just waiting for us when the noise settles. Can I still get there from here?

Not where am I going, but whether the distance between where I am and what I once believed God was shaping has grown too wide to cross. Whether time, decisions, interruptions, or disappointments have altered the path. Whether the version of faith I’m living now still belongs to the calling I sensed then.

This question rarely arrives all at once. It forms slowly, shaped by time more than crisis. It surfaces after prayers have been prayed sincerely and answers have taken longer than expected. It shows up when faith has been practiced faithfully, yet clarity has not kept pace. It is not the question of someone abandoning God. It is the question of someone who has stayed.

Often, the question doesn’t come when things fall apart, but when they simply don’t move. When obedience continues but momentum slows. When life is not collapsing, just stretching longer than anticipated. It settles in quietly, without accusation, without drama, asking only to be acknowledged.

“Here” is not always dramatic. Sometimes it is an unfinished bridge, solid behind you and incomplete ahead. Sometimes it feels like standing in place while life keeps moving around you. Momentum slowed. Clarity faded. Obedience lingered, yet certainty did not. Faith still lives here. Prayer is still sincere. But answers feel delayed. You haven’t walked away, yet you’re unsure how to move forward.

Many people live here longer than they expected. Not because they chose the wrong path, but because no one told them the journey could take this long. No one prepared them for a faith that would require endurance instead of excitement, presence instead of progress, trust instead of explanation.

Most of us were never taught what to do when the journey takes longer than expected. We learned how to start. We celebrated arrival. But we rarely talked honestly about the stretch in between—the long middle where God is still present, but becoming costs more than enthusiasm can sustain.

This book was written for that stretch. Not to give answers that time alone must teach, and not to rush the reader toward resolution, but to offer language for a place that often goes unnamed. Because when a place finally has language, it can be inhabited without shame.

This book does not rush you forward. It helps you understand what God may already be doing where you stand.

A Word from Pastor Howse

This book was not written to answer every question, but to sit honestly with one that many faithful people eventually face. If you are reading these pages, there’s a good chance you didn’t arrive here by accident. Something in you recognized the question before it was fully spoken.

I want you to know from the beginning that this is not a book of shortcuts or spiritual guarantees. It is not an argument for why the journey takes as long as it does, nor an attempt to rush meaning out of time. It is simply an offering of language for a place many of us occupy quietly—the space between where we started and where we still believe God is leading.

As a pastor, I have learned that faith does not always move in straight lines. It matures in pauses, in detours, and in seasons where clarity comes slowly. This book reflects that reality. It does not hurry you forward or pull you backward. It acknowledges where you are and trusts that God is already present there.

If these pages help you stay honest, stay faithful, and stay open a little longer, then they have done their work.

— Pastor Charles E. Howse Jr.
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The Question That Won’t Go Away

There are some questions that arrive once and leave just as quickly. And then there are questions that return. Not because they were ignored, but because time keeps reshaping them. Can I still get there from here? is one of those questions.

It doesn’t come when faith is new or enthusiasm is high. It comes later—after choices have been made, after seasons have passed, after obedience has been practiced long enough for expectations to form. It appears quietly, often without warning, and it rarely announces itself as doubt. It feels more like inventory.

This question doesn’t accuse God. It examines distance. It wonders whether time has altered the landscape so much that the path forward no longer looks familiar. It asks whether where we stand now still connects to where we once believed God was leading.

Most people don’t ask this question because they stopped believing. They ask it because belief stayed, but circumstances changed. Life added layers. Responsibility accumulated. Detours happened—some chosen, some unavoidable. And slowly, the space between calling and experience began to stretch.

For some, the question surfaces after a season of faithfulness that did not produce the outcome they expected. For others, it appears after watching people who started alongside them arrive sooner, move faster, or seem more certain. Comparison has a way of sharpening the question without ever saying its name.

The longer the journey lasts, the more honest the question becomes. What begins as curiosity matures into concern—not because hope has disappeared, but because time has weight. Time asks things of us that excitement never could.

This question also refuses to stay theoretical. It shows up in prayer. In moments of stillness. In the space between what was promised and what is visible. It lingers because it is not asking for information—it is asking for reassurance that the path still matters.

What makes this question difficult is that Scripture rarely answers it directly. We find stories of beginnings and endings, callings and conclusions. But the long middle—the place where faith must endure without clarity—is often passed over quickly. That silence can make the question feel personal, as if something has gone wrong simply because it has taken longer than expected.

But this question is not a sign of failure. It is a sign that faith has lasted long enough to be tested by time. It belongs to people who stayed, not those who walked away.

If this question keeps returning, it may be because it has not yet been given the space it deserves. Rushing past it does not make it disappear. Ignoring it does not quiet it. But naming it—without rushing to answer it—can steady the soul.

This book begins here, not because the question must be solved, but because it must be honored. The journey forward depends on whether we are willing to acknowledge where we truly stand.
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