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The Book of Proverbs
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Throughout the book of Proverbs we learn how to succeed and live an abundant life using wisdom, knowledge and understanding which is given to us from God.

Solomon, the son of David, in the book of Proverbs, was the King of Israel.  He asked God as a young King to give him wisdom, knowledge and understanding.  Because he did not ask God for wealth Solomon received an abundance of riches.
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Chapter 1
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Proverbs 1:2-3 teaches us: “to know wisdom and instruction;” “to perceive the words of understanding;” “to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;”

We should take instructions from wise advisers and apply them using intelligence, good judgment and fairness.

1:5 - “A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels:”

Successful people spend their entire lives continuously learning through reading books, attending seminars, or studying biographies of great people in history.

Through learning, they become wise and knowledgeable.  Although they have gained success, they still rely on the wisdom of advisers.

1:7 - “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”

Most of us think we know it all and find it difficult when someone admonishes us for our own good, we often say: “who does he or she think they are to tell us such and such,” and even complain to our families and friends about the situation.  We may look at situations in a particular way, whilst another person can see it from a different perspective.

We should reflect on what has been said and look at the bigger picture, the person may well be right in their judgment; we just need to be wise instead of hastily rejecting the other person’s opinion.
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Chapter 3


[image: ]


3:5 - “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.”

When we are unsure about a decision to be made, we should put our trust in God and ask him in prayer to give us understanding; the answer will become clear to us, rather than trying to come up with an answer all by ourselves.

3:6 - “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

There are times in our lives when we come to a crossroad and are uncertain as to which direction we should take.  For instance, applying for a job to work abroad then passing all the tests and health checks, you are packed and ready to leave but you receive a telephone call from the estate agent stating that the offer you had put in months ago for a property in your area has now been accepted by the proprietor.  Do you go abroad or do you purchase the property?

For every decision we make there is a consequence.  Would your life be more fulfilled if you took the job abroad?  If you remained, would the property fulfil your dreams?  Ask the Lord in prayer and he will show you the right direction to take.

3:9 - “Honour the Lord with thy substance (material, thing, goods), and with the firstfruits of all your increase.”

3:10 - “So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”

When we receive our salary, pay increase, bonus, or even money as a gift from family or friends, we should put aside 10% to give to a church for spiritual blessings.  A lot of people tend to think that if they give to a church the money is going directly to the Pastor to line his pockets.  God gave us our jobs, and through our jobs, we receive a salary which buys the food we eat, the clothes we wear, pay the bills and keep a roof over our heads.

We should give God thanks by paying tithes which is one of the laws of the Bible.  Be thankful for the material things we have in our lives and with honour comes abundance.
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Chapter 6
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6:16-19 - “These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him.” 

“A proud look;” - Refrain from being arrogant and being self-centred.

“A lying tongue;” - Speak the truth at all times, regardless of the circumstances.

“Hands that shed innocent blood;” - As in the 10 Commandments – do not commit murder.

“An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations;”  - Meditate on God’s words to sustain a pure heart.

“Feet that be swift in running to mischief;” - Don’t be a busy body, gossiping and carrying tales.

“A false witness that speaketh lies;” - If you are called to be a witness in a court case, speak the truth.

“He that soweth discord among brethren.” - Avoid causing discord among church members by whispering and gossiping about individuals.  
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Chapter 10
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10:4 - “He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.”

I have heard people complaining at work that they “wish it was Friday” or “Roll on the weekend,” and the thing is if you are at all happy in your work, you will be disliked by those colleagues.  If you are not careful, you find yourself saying those exact words, just to fit in.  However, working brings in profits, either as an employer or an employee, without working there is no money, which means living a life of misery.

If you are not in the right job, seek work that would make you happy.  When you are unhappy because of your work, it affects the people around you and also the people around them.  The more you speak about it to everyone, the more you drive people away from you.

10:15 - “The rich man’s wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty.”

At the end of each year, you should have more in your bank account and savings than the previous year, by putting away 10% in investments (after you have given your 10% to a church) you are actually putting away today for your future wealth tomorrow.
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Chapter 11
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11:12 - “He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour; but a man of understanding holds his peace.”

We have all heard the saying: “Keeping up with the Jones’” whenever someone buys a new car, builds an extension to his or her house, have new windows fitted, have a new driveway, or basically anything new, they experience jealousy from their neighbours.

A wise person does not envy his neighbour because he knows that there is more than enough to go around in this world and buys a new car when he or she has the need to replace the old one, and the same applies to the works on the house.  An envious neighbour would go out of his or her way to make their neighbours’ lives unbearable as a result of jealousy.

11:13 - “A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.”

When someone tells you a secret in confidence it should remain a secret.  If you disclose the secret and say to the person: “please, don’t tell anyone you heard it from me” there is no guarantee the person to whom you told the secret will keep it to themselves.  The next thing you know you have been named as the one who spoke out.  All trust is lost which means you cannot be trusted to keep a secret.

If you know you can’t keep a secret, tell the person from the outset, thus avoiding mistrust in the long term.
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