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Author’s Preface

THIS LITTLE BOOK WAS born out of a burden that has grown in my heart over many years of preaching, teaching, and pastoring.

I have watched countless people come to Christ with sincere tears, real repentance, and genuine joy—only to slowly drift away from the wonder of what God did for them. Not away from salvation itself, but away from the value of it. Away from the gratitude. Away from the urgency. Away from the daily awareness that they were rescued by grace alone.

Hebrews 2:3 asks one of the most searching questions in all the New Testament:
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?”
That verse is not aimed at lost people. It is aimed at believers. It is a loving warning to those of us who have already been redeemed, reminding us that salvation is not something to place on a shelf and forget—it is something to treasure, live in, grow in, and proclaim.

This book is not written to scold the believer. It is written to remind the believer.

To remind us that our salvation:

	Was planned before the world began

	Was paid for by the very blood of Christ

	Was applied by the power of the Holy Ghost

	Was offered freely to anyone

	Was secured for eternity by God Himself


In the chapters ahead, we will look at what I call The Five Great Proofs of God’s Salvation—not as theory, but as truth meant to steady the heart and stir the soul.

If you are reading this and you have never trusted Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour, my prayer is that you will see how great this salvation truly is—and call upon Him today.

If you are saved but have grown weary, distracted, or spiritually dull, my prayer is that God will use these pages to rekindle your gratitude and draw you back to the joy of your salvation.

This book is offered with a simple desire:

That God would be honored,
That His Word would be magnified,
And that so great salvation would never be taken lightly again.
—Marvin McKenzie



Dedication

THIS BOOK IS LOVINGLY dedicated to
every soul who has been rescued by grace,
and to every believer who desires to never forget
the wonder, the cost, and the greatness
of the salvation they have received in Jesus Christ.
It is also dedicated to the faithful pastors, teachers, and church members
who continue to lift up Christ, preach the gospel,
and warn believers not to neglect
so great salvation.
Most of all, this work is humbly dedicated
to the Lord Jesus Christ—
the Lamb who was slain,
the Saviour who was sent,
and the King who is coming again.

Chapter 1

Are You Neglecting What Saved You?
Hebrews 2:1–4 (KJV)
Hebrews 2:1–4 is one of the most misunderstood passages in the New Testament. It is often quoted as a warning to lost sinners not to neglect salvation and to accept Christ right away. While that is certainly a good and biblical appeal, that is not who this passage is actually written to.

This warning is written to believers.

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.” (Hebrews 2:1)

The people addressed here are not strangers to the gospel. They have already heard the truth. They have already been exposed to salvation. Yet the danger is not that they will reject it outright—but that they will let it slip.

That word carries the idea of drifting. It is slow. It is subtle. It is unintentional. No one plans to drift. It just happens when attention weakens and grip loosens.

That is why verse three asks the sobering question:

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation...”

The word neglect does not mean to reject. It means to ignore, to disregard, to treat carelessly. It describes a person who once valued something deeply but now treats it lightly.

This passage is teaching a solemn truth:
Even saved people can neglect their salvation.
Not by losing it—but by failing to live in the power, purpose, joy, and obedience that flows from it.



The Forgotten Gift on the Shelf

Many Christians treat salvation like a Christmas gift that was once opened with excitement, joy, and gratitude—but then placed on a shelf and forgotten.

There was a day of tears.
A day of repentance.
A day of joy and relief.
A day when the burden lifted.
But with time, for some, that salvation becomes background noise instead of daily motivation. Church becomes optional. Bible reading becomes irregular. Prayer becomes occasional. Witnessing becomes rare. Spiritual growth slows to a crawl.

And yet they are still saved.

They are heaven-bound—but earth-bound in their thinking.

They are redeemed—but distracted.

They are secure—but not surrendered.

That is what it means to neglect so great salvation.



Saved—But Still Accountable

Salvation is unconditional and eternal. When you call upon Christ in faith, He saves you fully, finally, and forever. Salvation is not earned by works, and it is not maintained by works.

But the Christian life is still lived under the loving authority of a holy Father.

Hebrews teaches that God does chasten His children—not to condemn them, but to correct them. When believers drift, when they grow careless, when they neglect what Christ purchased for them, God lovingly but firmly intervenes.

Not to take their salvation...

But to restore their fellowship.



What God Intended After You Got Saved

God never intended salvation to be merely an escape from hell.

He intended it to be a transformation of life.

Throughout the New Testament, we are reminded that the saved person is meant to:

	Grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord

	Maintain good works

	Faithfully assemble with God’s people

	Witness to the lost

	Teach others the Word of God


When these things fade, the Christian life becomes shallow. The heart grows dulled. The joy disappears. The spiritual appetite weakens.

And a person can sit in church every week... yet live in quiet neglect.



Why the Phrase “So Great” Matters

The Holy Spirit did not say simply “salvation.”

He said, “so great salvation.”

That word great is not decorative. It is deliberate.

It tells us this salvation is:

	Greater than human effort

	Greater than human understanding

	Greater than religious tradition

	Greater than moral reform

	Greater than emotional experience


It is divine. Eternal. Complete. Powerful.

And yet, it can be neglected.

That is what makes Hebrews 2 so sobering.



Where This Book Is Going

The goal of this little book is simple:

To remind your heart just how great your salvation truly is.

In the chapters ahead, we will look at five great proofs that show us the greatness of what God has done:

	A Great Plan

	Great Participants

	Great Participation

	A Great Product

	A Great Power


If you have grown weary...
If your faith feels stagnant...
If your gratitude has cooled...
If your spiritual fire has dimmed...
You do not need a new salvation.

You need a fresh vision of how great the one you already have truly is.

Chapter 2
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The Proof of God’s Plan
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One of the reasons the Bible calls salvation “so great” is because it did not begin when you bowed your head and trusted Christ.

It began before the world ever existed.

Salvation is not God’s response to human failure—it is God’s eternal plan formed before human history ever began.

God was never surprised by sin.
God was never caught off guard by the fall.
God was never forced to improvise a rescue plan.
Before Adam ever drew breath, before Satan ever rebelled, before one sin was ever committed—God had already planned redemption.



Planned Before the World Began

The Bible plainly teaches that Christ’s coming as the Lamb of God was established before creation itself.

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold...
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.”
(1 Peter 1:18–20, KJV)
Before there was an earth to stand on...
Before there was a star in the sky...
Before there was a single human soul...
God already knew what the price of salvation would be.

And He was willing to pay it.



The Cross Was No Accident

The death of Jesus Christ was not the tragic ending of a good man’s mission.

It was the deliberate fulfillment of God’s eternal design.

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”
(Revelation 13:8, KJV)
Jesus was not murdered by circumstance.

	Judas did not force the plan.

	Pilate did not derail the plan.

	The soldiers did not control the plan.


Every step to the cross followed a path God had already drawn.

The nails were not an interruption.

They were the objective.



Heaven Was Prepared Before You Were Born

Salvation does not merely rescue us from judgment—it brings us into an inheritance that was already prepared for us.

“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”
(Matthew 25:34, KJV)
Before God made the world livable...
He had already made heaven ready.
Your salvation includes a home that predates your existence.

Your future was in God’s heart before your past ever happened.



Chosen in Christ—Not Chosen to Be Lost

Ephesians 1:4 says,

“According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.”

This verse does not teach that God chose some to be saved and others to be damned.

The Bible is clear:

“The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
(2 Peter 3:9, KJV)
God chose that salvation would be found in Christ.
Those who receive Christ become the chosen—by faith, not by fate.
Salvation was planned for all.

Only those who refuse it





	An afterthought

	A last-minute fix

	A desperate reaction

	A random opportunity
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