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Contained in this volume of work are teachings and spontaneous prophecies relating to God’s glory as captured roughly over 15 years from around 2008 to 2024. Most of the prophecies were audibly received, so the word is transcribed from audio to the best of this author’s ability. This is why with most of the word it is noted that the Lord is speaking in first person, and at times, it will be indicated where the speaker of the word, which is this author, speaks. The author is, therefore, identified as the speaker, and at times, as the scribe.  

In revisiting the prophecies to edit them for spiritual consumption and edification, I tried to remain as true to the scope, magnitude, purpose and spiritual shades and nuances of the word as was given by the Lord at the time of utterance. The collection of prophecies is in essence a cry from the Lord for people to know, seek and find their purpose in Him. It is a deep unto deep yearning for us to again become intimately, intricately and wondrously aware of His greatness, goodness, glory, might, power and beauty.

God wants His Bride to walk in His glory and presence like never before. After all the years of serving the Lord, God’s heart cry has never changed. He wants us to walk in the supernatural, and to know Him in His might and glory. While revising and editing this work, time and opportunity have been presented to revisit what God spoke years ago. In 2024, it is clear God’s intent, His heart and will have never changed or altered. There will be an end-time revival, an outpouring of the Spirit, and He will raise an end-up remnant saturated by His Spirit and glory.

The question is, what is God’s glory? We need to grasp the concept since the cry of God is for us to walk in His glory. When Isaiah 6:3 says that one angel is crying to another, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts,” the next thing he says is this: “The whole earth is full of his glory.” You might have expected him to say “Holiness,” but he doesn’t say that. He says, “Glory.” The glory of God is the manifest beauty of his holiness. It is the going public of his holiness. It is the way he puts his holiness on display for people to apprehend. So, the glory of God is the holiness of God made manifest.

Listen to this word from Leviticus 10:3. God says He will be shown to be holy among those who are near Him, and before all the people he will be glorified. “I will be shown to be holy,” he says. “And among all the people” — to say it another way — “I will be glorified.” So to see, to apprehend, and to reckon with His holiness (and, in some sense, to perceive it) is to see glory and, thus, to glorify Him. His glory is the manifestation of His beauty, holiness, power and might.  

You can say the glory of God is the infinite beauty and greatness of God’s manifold perfections. All of his perfections and greatness are beautiful as they are seen, and there are many of them. The glory of God can, therefore, be viewed as the infinite beauty and greatness of his manifold perfections. We read of how the heavens are telling the glory of God (Psalm 19:1). What does that mean? It means He is shouting at us. He shouts with galaxies and stars. He is shouting, “I am glorious.” 

Romans 1 says, “18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.”

What we need to remember is that God will not give His glory to another (Isaiah 42:8; cf. Exodus 34:14). Yet this is the very thing that people try to steal. Scripture indicts all idolaters. Only God is eternal, and His perfect and eternal attributes of holiness, majesty, goodness, and love are not to be exchanged for the imperfections and corruption of anything in this world. All around us, God’s glory, therefore, His incredible holiness and goodness is on display. His glory shouts at us. All life screams His glory. Yet so many deny God’s glory for they deny God. Even though His glory is so visible, they choose to rather glory in their strength and wisdom. 

The Bible says, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” (Isaiah 6:3). Indeed, we can't deny His glory if we just “see” and acknowledge His existence. It says, “The god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4). The devil does not want us to see God’s glory, for in His glory there is power, healing and deliverance. Who can really deny that the glory of God is the infinite beauty and greatness of God’s manifold perfections?

The glory of God is the beauty of His spirit. It is not an aesthetic beauty or a material beauty, but the beauty that emanates from His character, from all that He is. The glory of man—human dignity and honor—fades (1 Peter 1:24). But the glory of God, which is manifested in all His attributes together, never passes away. It is eternal. Moses requested of God, “Now show me your glory” (Exodus 33:18). In His response, God equates His glory with “all my goodness” (verse 19). “But,” God said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live” (verse 20). So, God hid Moses in “a cleft in the rock” to protect him from the fullness of God’s glory as it passed by (verses 21–23). No mortal can view God’s excelling splendour without being utterly overwhelmed. The glory of God puts the pride of man to shame: “Enter into the rock, and hide in the dust, from the terror of the Lord and the glory of His majesty. The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day” (Isaiah 2:10–11, NKJV).

Often, in the Old Testament, the manifestation of God’s glory was accompanied by supernatural fire, thick clouds, and a great quaking of the earth. We see these phenomena when God gave the law to Moses: “Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently” (Exodus 19:18; see also Deuteronomy 5:24–25; 1 Kings 8:10–11; and Isaiah 6:1–4). 

The prophet Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of God was full of fire and lightning and tumultuous sounds, after which he saw “what looked like a throne of lapis lazuli, and high above on the throne was a figure like that of a man. I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him. Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord” (Ezekiel 1:26–28).

We then read in “Revelation 1: 12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen.”

Revelation 4 says, “1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.” 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices.”

Yes, we serve a God of incredible might and power! He is a God of glory. We read in Revelation 4 how the living creatures constantly says “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!” God deserves all the glory. He deserves all our praise, for all things exists because of Him. We read, “9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 11 “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.” We are admonished by Jesus to allude to God’s glory when pray in Mathew 6 that unto Him belongs the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Revelation 5 says of the Jesus: 8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.”  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: “Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 14 Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.

It is indeed sad how we in this world, and even in churches, tend to make God small. We make Him cheap. We puff ourselves up and we think we can be gods like the Great I AM. We need to realise He is God – mighty, glorious and all-powerful. Indeed how foolish to seek our glory! We are but mortals, and we deserve no praise or glory. God is life, and He upholds all life unto all eternity. Yes, He is holy and worthy to be glorified! Let us bow down and worship Him! 

In the New Testament, the glory of God is revealed in His Son, Jesus Christ: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Jesus came as “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of [God’s] people Israel” (Luke 2:32). The miracles that Jesus did were “signs through which he revealed his glory” (John 2:11). In Christ, the glory of God is meekly veiled, approachable, and knowable. He promises to return someday “on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30).

Isaiah 43:7 says that God saved Israel for His glory—in the redeemed will be seen the distillation of God’s grace, power and faithfulness. The natural world also exhibits God’s glory, revealed to all men, no matter their race, heritage, or location. As Psalm 19:1–4 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.” Psalm 73:24 calls heaven itself “glory.” In the future New Jerusalem, the glory of God will be manifest: “The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp” (Revelation 21:23).

Glory to God, we serve a God of glory! The glory of God is the magnificence, worth, loveliness, and grandeur of His many perfections, which He displays in His creative and redemptive acts to make his glory known to those in his presence. The glory of God is interwoven throughout the biblical story and forms the origin, content, and goal of the entire cosmic narrative. God after all communicates His glory through His creation, image-bearers, providence, and redemptive acts. God’s people respond by glorifying Him. God receives glory and, through uniting his people to Christ, shares his glory with them. And all of this contributes to His glory, as God in his manifold perfections is exhibited, known, rejoiced in, and prized.

May we seek, thirst and hunger to know more of God’s glory. May we seek to walk in His glory to His glory. May we magnify Him and embrace His beauty and splendour. God is indeed glorious, wonderful and so full of love, so praise and glorify Him!
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God’s Glory and Presence
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God wants us to walk in His glory. He is calling for a Bride that is saturated with His glory so that they are carriers of His glory. We need to, therefore, understand what such Glory is. For in His glory there is healing, power, deliverance and freedom.

In verse 18 of Ezekiel 33 we read, “And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 19And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. 20And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. 21And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: 22And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: 23And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.”

What is God’s glory that Moses so yearned for and sought? Is the Lord’s glory the same as His presence? Is His glory the same as His Spirit? For the Lord is urging us to grasp and comprehend what is His glory, for if we do not understand His glory, how shall we understand what He has called us for, which is to become carriers of such glory? The urging of the Spirit – He the one who teaches us in all wisdom and knowledge and truth – is to take hold of the “reality” that we are called to give birth to His glory. This is in light of Him speaking about giving birth to the glory that is already inside of us. And by this birth, the earth will be covered by His glory. It is imperative to understand what His glory is. And yet, we don’t quite yet understand what the glory of the Lord is. Some of us may equate it to power and others to holiness.

And yes, like Moses, we must every effort to walk in His glory to His glory. In the same chapter we read, “11 So the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he would return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the tabernacle.” Do we hunger and yearn for God’s presence as Joshua did? Do we truly yearn for God’s glory in our lives? Joshua sought the Lord, earnestly seeking Him with all his strength, and eventually was chosen to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. Are we not too quick to depart from God to seek the ways of the Lord? When we seek God with all our heart and mind and strength, we find the strength to overcome great challenges.

Ephesians 3:14–19 says, “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” 

In the passage above we can see that it is according to the wealth of God’s glory that we are strengthened with power through the Holy Spirit, to receive Christ living in our hearts by faith, and so we become joined to the source of true love. We then go on to attain what all the saints have attained, that is knowing God through experiencing His love, so that we may be filled with all the fullness of God.  For this reason, we need to walk in God’s glory and give birth to such glory so that by the wealth of His glory we are strengthened through the Spirit who sanctifies us by truth.

In John 17 we read the following [Prayer of Jesus]: “22And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. “

Quite amazingly, Jesus is here speaking about the glory that the Father has given Him, and so He prays that we will also take hold of that glory when we are in Him. The Glory was given unto Jesus, He being the Son of Man was the first fruit and for Him and through Him all things are made (Colossians 1). The essence, substance, and weightiness of the Father’s essence and nature were birthed into His Son, and just so when we are reborn [rebirthed] we find the glory dwells within by the work of the Spirit. 

Colossians 1 says, “15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  21Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of[ your evil behaviour. 22But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.”

We read in 2 Corinthians 3 of the glory of the New Covenant: “7Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, 8will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. 11And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts! 12Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. 14But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

It is, therefore, clear by Paul’s writing that it is those who turn to Jesus and thus to the Spirit that they will begin to walk in Glory which should be reflected in our walk. Yet, how often do we not miss verse 18, which speaks of an ever-increasing glory and a transformation – this applies a process of self-denial, a journey of sanctification, an abandonment unto God, and the continuous seeking after truth. This implies a process of turning away from those things that blind us spiritually, so that we may spiritually discern [see] and move in God’s glory. It says in John 3 that only those who have been born of the Spirit will truly see the Kingdom of God. We cannot move in God’s glory without moving beyond the Self, beyond the traditions and the customs of our way that veils us from His substance, weightiness and nature.

Yet, what is this glory that the Lord has placed in us and what does He want us to give birth? The original meaning of glory has to do with weightiness. The Hebrew word for “glory”, which is Kabowd basically, means weight. In science, it would be the mass of an object of matter. It is the substance of a person or thing. For God, it is who He is, His character and power. We know that God is love, (1stJohn 4:16); love is God’s character and power. God’s glory manifests and reveals His love. The glory of God summarizes the seriousness, the perfection, and the infinite significance of all of the attributes of God. It sums up who He is, in the awesome brightness and weightiness of all His perfections. 

The original meaning of the term glory was thus brightness, clearness, effulgence: from that it has come to signify honour, renown; and again, that which renders honourable, or demands honour, or renown, reverence, adoration, and worship—that which is worthy of confidence and trust. The glory of God is essential and declarative. By essential glory is meant that in Him which is glorious—that in his character which demands honour, worship, and adoration. His declarative glory is the showing forth, the revealing, the manifesting, the glory of his character—his essential glory—to his creatures: the laying open his glory to the apprehension of intelligence. 

To understand more of God’s glory, we have to look at God’s reply when Moses asked for it. This was God’s reply, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion” (Exodus 33:19). 

God told Moses to stand on a rock that was near Him. This symbolizes Jesus the Christ, our rock. And the Lord said, “Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the rock. So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by. (Exodus 33:21–22). To stand upon the rock is symbolic of coming to Christ and putting your trust in Him, your weight upon Him. As God’s glory passed by He put Moses in the cleft of the rock, symbolizing to be in Christ. It is God the Father who positions you in Christ, adopting you as His child. This is the place where God’s glory is revealed and received, the place we receive manifestations and revelations of the Father’s love and power. 

In Exodus 34:29-35 we learn how as Moses came down from the mountain with the two covenant tablets in his hand that the skin of his face shone brightly because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw the skin of Moses' face shining brightly, they were afraid to come near him. In the previous chapter, Moses wanted to see and know God’s glory. We can clearly see that Moses now walked in God’s glory when he came down the mountain. He was saturated with God’s glory! How God calls us to be saturated with His glory once again as His children!

In the beginning of the chapter we read how the Lord passed before Moses and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth” (Exodus 34:6). The word merciful is the Hebrew word rachum; it means to be full of compassion. This is the first word that God used to describe His glory. It reveals much about God’s glory and character. It reveals the highest form of love, the kind of love God is. Rachum is only used in reference to God. Because of the New Covenant, purchased by the blood of Jesus, we can now experience this holy love of God through the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:1-5). This love from God is fruit from the tree of life (Revelation 2:4-7). 

The word gracious in Exodus 34:6 means to show favour, mercy, kindness, and forgiveness; longsuffering means to be patient; goodness means to show loving-kindness; truth means to be faithful and trustworthy. All of these characteristics are seen as characteristics of love in 1st Corinthians 13. They are also seen in the fruit of the Spirit mentioned in (Galatians 5:22). But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness. The word fruit in Galatians 5:22 is singular, there is only one fruit of the Spirit, which is love. All the other traits mentioned are characteristics of love. Likewise, in Exodus 34:6 the first thing that God reveals about His character is that He is rachum-“full of compassion”. All of the other characteristics of Exodus 34:6 are contained in this compassionate love of God. 

So what are we being told of God’s glory? His glory is the weight and substance of the supreme God – this same God who is full of love, compassion, grace, mercy, kindness and power. This glory is the illumination of His very essence, made known to us by the Spirit so that we may know Him more. We are also called God’s vessels of compassion – us who were created to receive the revelation of His glory. That He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy (compassion), which He had prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles (Romans 9:23–24) 

And this is what Moses sought - that God would reveal Himself to his mind so that he might know Him and so that he might have a clear and powerful apprehension of those things which constitute his glory. Moses was making his desire known for more than he knew of God. He knew comparatively little of God. Something indeed he had known of Him, but he wished to know more - a desire to know that which makes God worthy of the homage and adoration of his creatures, and especially he desired to be so subdued by this knowledge and so subdued that his confidence might be perfect in Him so that he might never fail in his trust and leaning upon the Lord. God had called him to very arduous work, and he needed a very thorough acquaintance with Him.

What then does it mean to carry His glory? It places our focus on God and makes us God-conscious of His holiness, purity, of His character, nature and love. If we truly carry His glory, it will redefine the way we operate and function – for those who allow the Spirit to take them from glory to glory, calls for certain abandonment unto God and alienation from the Self. Our motivations, intent and thoughts will be centred on His Will, His compassion, His love and his desire to see a lost world saved. It will place our hearts in alignment with His. We become God-conscious and not self-conscious in all that we do, say and think.

Alas, how we need to urgently recapture the centrality of glorifying God in our lives and work. Too much of what passes for evangelical Christianity is man-centred or even self-centred. God is reduced to a means to some other end, whether it be my self-fulfilment or the welfare of others. The results are disastrous for worship, discipleship, and witnesses. Worship either becomes tepid, or it becomes an experience we offer to people as a sort of consumer product rather than the adoration and consecration we offer to God. 

Discipleship becomes a self-help program that leaves huge areas of life untouched, rather than a life-long love affair with God that lays every area of life on the altar to be consecrated to Him and to be conformed to His image. The witness becomes an invitation to sample a product rather than a royal summons to flee to a sovereign Savior. In effect, we reduce the Good News to mere good advice.

If the glory of God is our supreme passion, this will redefine both the goal of our task and how we pursue that task. The goal of our task is that the earth is filled with the knowledge of His glory as the waters cover the sea. Our passion is to see Him receive the glory that is due to His Name from every tribe, tongue, people and nation. Everything else is simply a means to that end. We are not seeking to add numbers that we can report to the organization; we are seeking to add worshippers to the choir of heaven, who will live every area of their lives to the praise of His glory. This focus invests a new, holy seriousness to discipleship and the life of the church. We are not content unless His glory is proclaimed, reflected, upheld and adored among the people to whom He has called us. The task is not about us, and it's not even ultimately about the nations. The focus is on Him.

A passion for the glory of God will also redefine how we pursue our tasks. If our supreme goal is to glorify Him, we will not be able to separate our personal lives from our work lives. The way we treat our families, the way we entertain ourselves, the way we spend our money, the way we relate to others, the way we treat our bodies, the hidden attitudes of our hearts, the time we spend nourishing our relationship with Him, cannot be compartmentalized away from our "work." It is our job to glorify Him in every area of life, not just through the tasks written on our job descriptions. Failure in the former will mean failure in the latter as well. We also cannot accept any means to the end that does not equally bring glory to God. This passion thus has a purifying effect, safeguarding us from the temptation to take shortcuts or utilize worldly means in the pursuit of our work.

Jesus has given us the same glory, the same love, which the Father gave Him. The glory of God and the Father’s love is now within us because of the New Covenant. This glory unifies Christ body of believers and sanctifies us to be God’s holy habitation. We glorify Him and we honour His Glory by walking in such glory. 

We cannot add to His glory, for He is already perfectly and infinitely glorious. Rather, for us to glorify God means for us to ascribe the glory that is due to His Name in worship. It means that we acknowledge His glory by living as though His perfections are as serious and significant as they really are so that we reflect His glory through a pure mirror.  It means that nothing horrifies us more than the thought of bringing dishonour to His glorious Name, and nothing delights us more than to feel His pleasure as we live to the praise of His glory. It also means that we declare His glory among the nations, inviting others to join us in our love affair with His glorious perfection. Glorifying God thus consumes and defines every aspect of our life and witness as well as our worship.

The Glory of the Lord was beautifully demonstrated in Matthew 17 when Jesus was transfigured into the fullness of His glory: “1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.  3And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.  4Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.  5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.  6And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 7And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid.  8And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. 9And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.”

When we look to Jesus the knowledge of the glory of God is revealed. For it is God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6). The signs, wonders, and miracles that Jesus did were manifestations of the glory of God, manifestations of His love and power. This beginning of signs Jesus did in Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him. (John 2:11)

We can now begin to comprehend what a tragedy it was when Ezekiel saw God’s glory leave the temple! We read of this event in Ezekiel 10. The very weightiness and essence of the Lord that speaks of His presence, His love, His peace, His beauty and magnitude is leaving the land! Ezekiel must have been devastated. How else when you see the glory departing? We can only imagine what Ezekiel must be thinking – there goes God and no the land is void of the weightiness and fullness of His Presence. This is also what Moses realised when he cried out to the Lord that His glory must not depart from them, for he also knew that without God’s presence there would surely be no love, hope and faith! 

How we need to cry out and yearn and seek and pursue the Glory of the Lord as His Bride! How we must cry out for it, pray for it, seek it, and long for it, for it is a terrible prospect to be left without the Lord’s Glory. There is indeed no joy, no love, no hope and no peace and no blessing without His Glory. How we need to crave for it, how we need to take hold of it and carry it so close to our hearts. To carry His glory is in the deep revelation and reality of walking in His love, compassion, truth, holiness and purity. When we walk in His glory, being god conscious and God centred, we give Him the praise and there the Kingdom will be manifested through the sons and daughters of the Living God! And where there is light, then darkness recedes. Where there is love, hatred disperses. Where there is forgiveness, bitterness and envy disintegrate. Can we see how, if we truly walk in His Glory, then the knowledge of His Glory – which is His love, compassion, passion and hope – will touch every heart and every spirit in this world? 

In Exodus 33 we read: “12 Then Moses said to the Lord, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people.’ But You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.’ 13 Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people.” 14 And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. 16 For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.” 17 So the Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.”

Moses said to God that they will not move or go from where they are unless the Presence of God is with them. He also made it clear that only with God’s Presence will others know they are God’s people. We also find that God said to Moses that His presence will be with them because Moses have found grace in the eyes of God and he is known by name. After all, they would speak face to face (Exodus 33:11).

In the days of Moses, the Presence was not yet indwelling in man, yet Moses understood the greatness of God’s Presence. It says in “Deuteronomy 4:37: And because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them; and He brought you out of Egypt with His Presence, with His mighty power.” The Presence of God is power and His glory. For it is God. It is the weightiness of His nature and existence.

Moses had an encounter with the Presence at the burning bush that empowered and strengthened him to fulfil God’s mandate of leading the people out of bondage. Moses encountered God on Mount Sinai for 40 days to receive the Law. He encountered God’s Presence when God’s wrath manifested against those who chose to follow the golden calf. He saw God’s glorious provision of the Presence with the manna in the wilderness, the water that gushed from a rock and how they enjoyed victory over their enemies. Yes, Moses knew about the Presence, for it says in Exodus 40:34 that “the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.” We also read in “Exodus 13:21: And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night.”

The Presence did indeed not dwell with God’s people internally and habitually in the days of Moses, for it was detached. It dwelt in the Holy of Holies of the Tabernacle. In Ezekiel 10 we read how the Glory of the Lord, thus the Presence, left the Temple because of the people’s great idolatry. The Presence served the purpose of reminding the people that God is with them. It was their comfort, their hope, their strength and their joy.

Let us read what David writes of the Presence:

Psalm 9:3 When my enemies turn back, they shall fall and perish at Your presence (also Psalm 68:2).

Psalm 16:11 You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy.

Psalm 17:2 Let my vindication come from Your presence; let Your eyes look on the things that are upright.

Psalm 31:20 You shall hide them in the secret place of Your presence. From the plots of man; You shall keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.

Psalm 95:2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.

Psalm 100:2 Serve the LORD with gladness; come before His presence with singing.

Psalm 140:13 Surely the righteous shall give thanks to Your name; the upright shall dwell in Your presence.

Glory to God! In His Presence, we find our strength, our vindication, our joy, our victory and our protection. Psalm 95:14 ties in with Hebrews 4 which reads: “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” Psalm 31:20 ties in with Psalm 91 which says: “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.” This speaks of being in the presence of The Presence, and here we are safe, for God is our refuge and our hope!

When Jesus came to the earth, the Presence as the Word that became flesh (John 1) was tangible and in the natural realm with the first disciples for 3½ years. No longer was the Presence detached. They were called to follow – meaning following the Presence – and wherever they went people knew them as the disciples of God because Jesus was with them. Thus as they followed then the Presence went before them and with them, just as the Presence went with Moses! The prophet understood they would only be known as God’s people because of the Presence, and so the disciples would be known for being with the Presence and continuing to abide in the Presence through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

In John 16 the Lord said: “7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.” Jesus knew the time was coming when He would physically be no longer present to be with His disciples. So He promised them another one will come – the Holy Spirit – to be ever present with believers. Glory to God.

And so, in Acts 1 we read: “4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” Just like Moses knew the people could not go ahead into the Promised Land without the presence of God, thus to be victorious and to walk in God’s supreme will, just so Jesus told the disciples they could not be “witnesses to Me [Jesus] in Jerusalem, and all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” without the Presence of God. So He told them to wait because without the Presence of God, the disciples would fail to fulfil the Great Commission. They needed the Presence to dwell with them habitually, to be comforted, to be protected, to be vindicated and to be strengthened!

The outpouring of the Spirit thus directly connects with Exodus 33! For God told Moses He would surely be with them – His very Presence – and He will give them rest. God upheld that promise by first sending Jesus – as the Presence of God manifested in flesh – and then through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, the disciples had to wait in the Upper Room because they like Moses could not go out in the streets to fulfil the Great Commission without God’s Presence! God’s Presence was with them in the form of the resurrected Lord, but God was not about to leave the Church without His Presence. God had spoken to Moses His Presence will go with His people and that Promise still stands and so the Spirit was poured out so that the Presence of God is always with us.

In Ezekiel 33 Moses also cried out to the Lord to show him His Glory. The Presence is for the purpose under the New Covenant not only to walk in the Presence but to know the Presence, thus abide in the Glory. For the Glory is the manifested reality of the greatness and goodness of God. In the Glory is life, and not just life, but resurrected life for the dead bones to come alive and for the spiritually poor and the lost to come home to an everlasting God of love! And so it says in “John 3: 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” When we are thus reborn, we abide in the Lord as worshippers in Spirit and truth, and we thus walk in the Presence, abide in the Presence and we can “see” (thus meaning comprehend, understand and bear witness) the manifested reality and glory of the Kingdom!

Just as the Presence as the Glory descended on the Tent of Meeting in the days of Moses, now by the Spirit of God and by the death and resurrection of Jesus (which tore the veil in two) the Glory descends and takes habitation of the believer who is now the temple of God! Now the Presence of the Glory of God is with the believer, to worship, to follow and to glorify God. Thus to be witnesses of His Glory to the ends of the earth.

At the burning bush, Moses encountered the Presence of the Shekinah fire. When we are filled by God’s Spirit, we are filled by the Shekinah glory of God. For our God is an all-consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29), so He desires to consume us with His Presence. 1 Thessalonians 5:19 speaks about not quenching the Spirit. Some translations speak of not quenching the fire of the Spirit. The reality is when we do quench the Spirit, we are thus not yielding and submitting to the Presence of God!  And it is so easy to quench the Spirit when we walk after the flesh when we follow the ways of religion, or traditions or the world. It says in “1 Corinthians 1: 28 and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence.” Yes, we can only glory in His Presence when we yield and submit unto Him, laying down the work of the flesh, so that we can go from glory to glory.

For it says in “2 Corinthians 3:18: And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” Yes, God tore the veil in two at Cavalry so that we may walk in His Presence habitually, for God longs to tabernacle with us so that in His Presence we are transformed into His likeness as a new creation.

The concept of glory to glory connects also to Ezekiel 33, for it is written “16 for how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.” What is the purpose of the Presence? Yes, for God’s people to be known by separation from the world! The Presence, thus the indwelling presence of God, is to make God’s people known for a people who walk in God’s glory, His anointing, His image, and thus His holiness. For truly, what fellowship can light have with darkness (2 Corinthians 6:14).

At the burning bush (Exodus 3), Moses encountered the Presence of God. It says: “5 Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” God is holy. His Presence is Holy. It is written in “1 Peter 1: 16 for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’" God’s Presence is to produce a people separated from the world by walking in God’s holiness. A people sold out and committed to His Kingdom. It says in “1 Peter 2: 4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

Thus, the Presence dwelling in the believer is for the purpose to produce holiness, and by such holiness, the world will know we are God’s people and walk in His light, love and truth. It says in “John 15: 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” In Matthew 7 it says: “17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.” Thus, when we abide in God – thus the Presence – we will bear much fruit, and by such good fruit we shall be known. Yet if we fail to abide in God thus the Presence, or we fail to honour the Presence, our fruit will not honour God. Before the arrest of Jesus, we read in “John 18: 17 Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, “You are not also one of this Man’s disciples, are you?” The disciples were recognized and known for they were accompanied by the Presence, thus the Glory of God.

In Exodus 33 we read specifically how God said He will be with Moses because Moses had found grace with God. Moses understood the Law for God gave the Law unto the prophet on the mountain, but Moses found favour in the eyes of God not because of the Law but because of grace. This laid the platform for the coming of Jesus so that only by grace we can walk in the Presence of God and thus bear much fruit. The reality is, we can do nothing but nothing if God’s presence is not with us. And it is by grace that we may walk in the Presence. It is by grace the Spirit was poured out. And we can rely on God’s Presence for Jesus’ sacrifice was all about grace and mercy, and by tearing the veil in two, and because of His sacrifice we are truly known by God if we yield and submit unto Him.

There is joy in His Presence. In His Presence, we shall overcome and walk in His Glory. For in His Presence, we know the following is true: “Jude 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.”

In Mark 16 we read: “17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” If we follow God and abide in the Lord through His Spirit, then it says signs and wonders will follow, and there will be great manifestations of God’s authority. Why? Because for those who follow God, then the Presence goes with us as the Presence went with Moses! It says in “Acts 15: 14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them.” Much has been talked about the shadow of Peter. Peter was filled with the Spirit of God, so it was the Presence of God that fell on some. In God’s Presence, there is healing, deliverance and power!

We do not need to pray anymore for God’s presence to go with us, but rather to thank the Lord that His Presence is with us, just as we are healed and it is finished. May we truly yield to God to walk in His mighty Presence, for Ephesians 3 will become a manifested reality of how out of His glorious riches we will be strengthened with power through His Spirit in our inner being.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Glorifying God with all our glory
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Psalm 108 (Amplified Bible): 1O God, my heart is fixed (steadfast, in the confidence of faith); I will sing, yes, I will sing praises, even with my glory [all the faculties and powers of one created in Your image]!

How thought-provoking are the words of David! He makes a triumphant declaration that He will exalt and glorify God even though it means that his own glory moves into the shadows of less importance. And by glory, it means all David’s faculties and powers – meaning his wisdom, strength, wealth and status – becoming nothing in the light of placing God on his rightful throne as the Sovereign King.

The word “Glory” in the Old Testament implies the weightiness, substance and essence of God or a person – so when David says that he will praise God even with his own glory it means he is willing to decrease in the weightiness and substance of his kingship and in his ministry as a prophetic psalmist. David, the man who slew Goliath and who ruled a powerful nation, didn’t let his “importance”, the weightiness of his “rule” or the splendour of his “kingdom” blind him so to the point that it made him arrogant and proud. No, David was more than willing to lay it all aside – meaning his glory – so that God may receive all the glory and all the honour. For only in God shall we boast and in nothing else.

Indeed, David’s glory was not taking precedence over God’s glory. Instead, with everything that defines David, he laid it down to glorify God, meaning he became less so that the King of kings and the Lord of lords became more.  John 3 says, “29He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the groomsman who stands by and listens to him rejoices greatly and heartily on account of the bridegroom's voice. This then is my pleasure and joy, and it is now complete. 30He must increase, but I must decrease. [He must grow more prominent; I must grow less so.] 31He Who comes from above (heaven) is [far] above all [others]; he who comes from the earth belongs to the earth, and talks the language of earth [his words are from an earthly standpoint]. He Who comes from heaven is [far] above all others [far superior to all others in prominence and in excellence].”

How often does not our glory get in the way of worshipping and serving and submitting to the Lord in all things? How often do our “wisdom”, our “strength” and our “wealth” not take precedence when it comes to giving glory to God by the way we live? Too often our self-importance and the need for self-glorification stand in the way of God being glorified in our lives. We after all want our “will” and “way” to triumph, instead of seeking God’s will and ways.

Jesus said the following in “Luke 9: 23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.” So often we make Christianity complicated with all our rules and regulations and dogma and theology. Yet, Jesus taught directly, without hidden motives. What is clearer than to say that we cannot – meaning absolute no way – be His followers if we do not deny ourselves, meaning allowing the importance of the Self to take a backseat so that God may be exalted. It is simple – let God receive all the Glory so that we may follow Him to His Glory.

Indeed, how easily do we not allow our needs, wants and desires to be the alpha and the omega of our existence? But we forget that God is the alpha and omega and He is the author and the finisher of our faith. And if David, the mighty ruler of Israel, was humble enough as lay down his glory, then shouldn’t we be able to lay down our self-importance to be His followers and His ambassadors?

Or are we too important, not allowing God to take His place as the King of our lives? Indeed, we need to lay it all down – even our glory – so that the weightiness and beauty and essence of His glory may shine and be exalted through us. May praise be given unto the Lord even with our glory!

Let us sing Hallelujah, let us sing glory! There is a weightiness, substance and sustenance of His glory pressing down – indeed pressing down and pressing in – into every heart and every soul so that the weightiness and the substance and sustenance of His glory captivate the yearning heart and the longing soul! Press in, press in cries the Lord and seek My glory that presses down and that will cover the earth!

For as compactor exerts an undeniable and irresistible pressure to compact a vehicle, so the Lord’s glory exerts a pressure, inward and outward and by that weightiness and by that substance and sustenance of His presence and Might He compacts all within the essence and being of man until it what is not from Him as figuratively is spat out just as a compactor produces a block of steel. Alas, as a compactor crushes, so the Lord works within us all to produce the gold of godliness and the splendour of His Beauty. And what the Lord produces and moulds is according to His will and design.

The Lord remains active and seated on the Throne. He is moving, seeking those who will follow Him and not merely a religion. What more can we say except that all toil, labour, effort and achievements in this world fade to dust and pass into a distant memory, for all that remains and is of worth and effort is that we are remembered by the Lord eternal.

We may conquer lands, invade empires, build bridges
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