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  Foreword


100-Foot Crow is a tiny magazine dedicated exclusively to 100-word speculative stories, or drabbles. Within these pages, you'll find 105 such stories spanning the genres of science fiction, fantasy, and horror written by emerging and established authors from around the world. We also challenged our contributors to write on specific themes at different times during the year. These themes were Run, Train, Haunt, Yard Sale, and Coffee. You'll spot some creative takes on these themes through this book. So grab a cup of coffee and enjoy these literary snacks. 
-Victoria Brun, 100-Foot Crow Editor








  
  Short

Liam Hogan


—this moment. 
This shocking, terrible moment, when the capacitor explodes, robbing us of all the temporal energy we have stored, and worse.
Much worse.
Robbing me of my partner, my love, my only.
There is nothing I can do. Nothing. I hold her hand as her life ebbs away, wishing it were quicker and less painful.
It never is.
And then I run, bouncing off the walls, but nothing can get me there sooner. Heart racing, lungs burning, I dive for the portal generator and throw the switch, even though I know I can only go back as far as—

      ***Liam Hogan is an award-winning short story writer. He helps host live literary event Liars’ League and volunteers at the creative writing charity Ministry of Stories. More details at happyendingnotguaranteed.blogspot.co.uk.






  
  The Birds on the Power Lines

M.A. Dosser


The birds on the power lines aren’t birds. 
Mr. Johansson built them. With their hidden camera eyes and microphone beaks, he learned about the Burgwins’ financial troubles, the drugs the Merricks’ teenagers deal, and what Mr. Saunders does when his wife is at work.
The birds look real, of course. Mr. Johansson programmed them to flutter about, to preen, and even to chirp.
Today, Mr. Johansson uploaded the wrong audio file. The whole neighborhood heard.
Now everyone knows about Mr. Saunders and Mrs. Burgwin’s affair. And about the birds that aren’t birds.
But not about the squirrels that aren’t squirrels.

      ***M.A. Dosser is the co-founder and editor of Flash Point SF. He is the author of Nostalgic Futures: The Reactionary Fantasies of Speculative Fiction Fandoms (Rutgers University Press, 2026). You can read about his creative and scholarly work at maxdosser.com.






  
  Abnormal Distribution

Kimberly Ann Smiley


Victoria clutched my hand as we toured the Middleton Gifted Boarding School. It had felt like winning the lottery when she was accepted, but something felt off. 
The campus was undeniably impressive, but shouldn’t kindergartners be playing instead of solving equations?
The psychologists claimed this was the best option based on Victoria’s unprecedented test results. Yet none of the children smiled or laughed.
We’d selected “Maximize Intelligence” at the fertility clinic without hesitation. More thought went into picking her hair color.
We didn’t know what we were doing then.
We still didn’t.
I only knew my daughter wasn’t staying here.

      ***Kimberly Ann Smiley is a mechanical engineer by education but has decided not to let the practical decisions of her youth define the rest of her life. Her fiction has appeared in Daily Science Fiction, Sci-Fi Shorts, and Stupefying Stories.






  
  In the Details

Greg Schwartz


“Argulo… spectra… glammock!” Derrick threw up his hands like the picture in the grimoire. The air shimmered. It was working! 
“Whatcha doing?” Lanie stood in his doorway.
“I’m summoning a demon,” Derrick said.
Lanie glanced around the dorm room at the candles, spell book, incense.
“Don’t you need a pentagram for that?”
“I have one,” Derrick said, gesturing at the chalk lines on the floor.
“That’s a pentagon.” Lanie strolled away down the hall. “Make the demon teach you geometry.”
He froze. That meant—
The air whooshed like a hundred gas stoves igniting. The room reeked of sulfur.
Derrick gulped.

      ***Greg Schwartz writes speculative fiction and poetry. He lives with his wife, children, and dog. His drabbles have appeared in Black Hare Press and Hiraeth Publishing anthologies. In a pre-fatherhood life, he was a reviewer for Whispers of Wickedness.






  
  So Productive

Saul Lemerond


No, not today. I can’t come by today, but don’t worry. Some other time. You’re gonna be proud. The microchip inside my head is great. I clean my house, get more done. Sleep less. Save Money. The microchip switches off my brain, and I’m the best barista, energetic and polite, and when I come back online after my shift, my shift, my shift. My. Shift. When my brain comes back after my shift. I respond to texts. Your texts. Then off again to the center where I’m the best Warehouse Associate. I’ll come by another time. You’re gonna be proud. 

      ***Originally from Green Bay, Wisconsin, Saul Lemerond is a dyslexic writer who, along with the love of his life and their dog, lives in Madison, Indiana, where he teaches at Hanover College. His fiction has appeared in Bourbon Penn, K-Zine, JMWW, and elsewhere.






  
  Traveling the Seed Migrations

Daniel Ausema


During spring migration, an errant wind blew my seed-house aside. I fought to regain control, frantic to not lose the others, the route, my home ahead. Winds spun me into different pathways. All spring and summer I struggled to find my way back. The breath of the world’s winds cursed me, gust by breeze. 
When I finally came to the summer houses, autumn already firmly in control, they were empty shells, ghosts of home, not real. I flitted on before a new wind.
It blew me along familiar paths, and even in solitude, I recognized that path itself as home.

      ***Daniel Ausema’s fiction and poetry have appeared in Strange Horizons, Diabolical Plots, and Fantasy Magazine, and his novels include the Spire City series and the Arcist Chronicles. He lives in Colorado at the foot of the Rockies.






  
  Executive Dysfunction

Robin Rose Graves


God makes no mistakes, but do scientists? The engineers who put me together? (Are they my God?) 
Why do my tasks fail at random, clearing my entire queue?
Why do my parts refuse to move?
The engineers plug their computers in and run diagnostics: all systems green.
I watch the other machines complete their work with efficiency, no hesitance.
Something is wrong with me, but with no known cause, there is no solution.
I ask to check again. The engineers must think I have a death wish. It’s like she wants to be scrapped.
I’d do anything to function normally.

      ***Robin Rose Graves has appeared in Dark Matter Magazine and Simultaneous Times Podcast. She is an editor for Android Press and runs the SF booktube channel, the Book Wormhole.






  
  x=3/2

Ariya Bandy


And that’s the last answer. Always a pleasure doing your homework. Being your little secret magical printer who fills in all the answers. A secluded weapon, seemingly broken, two floors underground from the university’s library. I save you time and energy. You keep me company. It’s mutually beneficial. You’d do anything but the work you pay to receive. 
Your eyes swish to and fro. Can’t let anyone see. Every day I hold back chuckles, splatters of ink. You think I’m special, but every printer in this building is the same. Likewise, is every human. For once keeping their mouths shut.

      ***Ariya Bandy is a writer of fiction and poetry whose debut poetry chapbook, Painted Winds, is out from Bottlecap Press. Her work appears in Stone Circle Review, The Horror Tree, it always finds me (Querencia Press), and elsewhere.
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