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			PREFACE

			The Thrifty Guide to the American Revolution was published holographically by Time Corp in the year 2164. It offers a complete vacation package for tourists visiting the American Revolution. A careless time traveler accidentally lost a copy of this handy guidebook in our own era, along with guides to Ancient Rome, Ancient Greece, and even the Middle Ages. A New York publishing house decided to republish these books without the permission of Time Corp, since attempts to contact the future have been unsuccessful.

			The Thrifty Guide to the American Revolution provides useful information for the practical time traveler:

			
					Where can I find a decent hotel room in colonial New England? Are credit cards accepted?

					How can I join the Boston Tea Party without winding up in a British prison?

					What do I do if I’m being shot at by a cannon?

			

			This guide answers these fiery, burning questions with the marshmallows of information. There is handy advice on how to join Paul Revere’s spy ring at the Green Dragon Tavern, how to enlist in General Washington’s rebel army, and how to summon the strength to storm a British gun battery when you haven’t eaten for three days. So pick up your fife and powder your ponytail. What follows is the original Thrifty Guide to the American Revolution, as it was discovered on a sidewalk outside Frank’s Pizza in Manhattan in AD 2018. . . .
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			Anyone who reads this book in 2165 and catches any typos should travel to 2163 and report them to Time Corp’s writing staff immediately. Thank you in advance. Or, from your perspective, in hindsight.
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			TIME CORP!™  SERVING YESTERDAY, FOR A BETTER TOMORROW, TODAY™.

			

			INTRODUCTION BY TIME CORP’S CORPORATE OVERLORD,
FINN GREENQUILL

			The Thrifty Guide to the American Revolution is a thrilling vacation package for anyone interested in US history, or for cheapskate time travelers too stingy to buy our vacation package to the Renaissance. Let’s be honest, winning independence from the British Empire is no picnic. If you find yourself starving with George Washington’s troops at Valley Forge, eating tree bark, and cutting off your own frostbitten toes, don’t say we didn’t warn you.*

			The Thrifty Guides are the best guidebooks in all of history. We know because we’ve checked. They contain the whole scope of human knowledge. If it’s not in these guidebooks, it didn’t happen. This book is known to cure several illnesses, including measles, dengue fever, and cornpuff syndrome.*

			We encourage you to buy a Time Corp life insurance policy before joining the Revolutionary army. If you are shot by a British musket, just remember, you signed a waiver. Enjoy your trip to the American Revolution!

			Signed,

			Finn Greenquill

			Finn Greenquill

			Founder and Corporate Overlord, Time Corp

		

	
		
			FOREWORD

			Time Corp is a company with heart. We care about supporting worthy causes. A portion of the proceeds of this book will be donated to the following charities:

			
					Help Find a Cure for Finn Greenquill’s Lack of

					Fabergé Eggs

					Make a Wish for Finn Greenquill to Have More

					Fabergé Eggs

					Help Orphaned Fabergé Eggs Find a Home in

					Finn Greenquill’s Collection

					The Society for the Expansion of Finn Greenquill’s

					Bubble Gum Ball

					The Foundation for Blowing Up the Moon on

					Finn’s Birthday

					The Finn Greenquill Legal Defense Fund

					The Finn Greenquill Endangered Panda Catapult

			

		

	
		
			
			Time Corp Worldwide Headquarters in New New New New New New New York, AD 2164
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			INTRODUCTION

			THE BASICS OF TIME TRAVEL

			1. Intro to Time Travel

			On the first day of physics class, when freeze-rays are handed out, everyone asks their physics professor what happens if you go back in time and freeze yourself before you go back in time to freeze yourself. The answer is so maddening, many students go back in time to freeze their physics professors. Or, occasionally, to simply register for a different class.

			No one has yet studied what would happen if physics professors were sent back in time to freeze themselves before they became physics professors. Though, it should be noted, several physics professors have been known to go back in time to freeze other physics professors.

			It would stand to reason that the laws of physics would apply to physics professors, even though physics professors are technically the ones defining the laws of physics. It’s possible that if physics professors weren’t happy with the laws of physics, they could simply invent some new laws of physics, and the rest of us would be none the wiser. It’s not as though anyone but a physics professor would be nutty enough to go around questioning the laws of physics.

			It is unlikely any physics professors would go back in time to freeze themselves before they had made tenure. However, tenured physics professors could probably go back in time to freeze themselves quite safely, because as any university can tell you, it’s nearly impossible to get rid of a tenured professor.

			2. The Rules of Time Travel

			The First Rule of Time Travel is that no one is allowed to permanently change the past except Finn Greenquill. Got a problem with that? Hey, if you want to permanently alter human history, you invent time travel.*

			Finn’s ability to do whatever he wants with history enables several very important causes:

			
					Supplying Finn’s four-star restaurant that serves only endangered species

					Beefing up Finn’s eighteenth-century art collection.

					The one he plans on selling in the twenty-third century for an astronomical profit

					Collecting prehistoric fish to feed the sixty-foot megalodon shark in Finn’s office aquarium

			

			Finn also takes credit for causing Napoleon’s stunning defeat at Waterloo, America landing a man on the moon, and the inexplicable popularity of electronic dance music in the twenty-first century. But these claims are extremely difficult to prove.

			
				HELPFUL HINTS:

				SIGNS YOU ARE CAUGHT IN A TIME LOOP

				
						If this section sounds familiar, as if you’ve read it millions of times, you may be caught in a time loop.

						If you have déjà vu of having déjà vu, you may be caught in a time loop.

						If your day planner for tomorrow resembles everything you did yesterday, you may be caught in a time loop.

						If you check your credit card statement and realize you’ve purchased this book eight thousand times, thank you. But also, you may be caught in a time loop.

						If you have déjà vu of having déjà vu, you may be caught in a time loop.

				

			

			3. Time Patrol

			The good people at the Time Patrol do an excellent job of cleaning up history after you are done time traveling. If you accidentally borrow Paul Revere’s horse, preventing him from making his famous ride, the Time Patrol will return Paul’s horse before you borrow it, fixing your changes to history.

			Sometimes the Time Patrol makes mistakes. After all, they are only human. Luckily, we have the Time Patrol Time Patrol, who do an excellent job of cleaning up any mistakes made by the Time Patrol. Of course, the Time Patrol Time Patrol are only human. Which is why we have the Time Patrol Time Patrol Time Patrol, who do an excellent job of cleaning up mistakes made by the Time Patrol Time Patrol.

			Mistakes made by the Time Patrol Time Patrol Time Patrol are cleaned up by the Time Patrol. Who are, of course, policed by the Time Patrol Time Patrol.

			4. Your Time Machine

			What better way to cruise around colonial America than in your very own one-horse carriage? The Time Corp Time Machine Colonial™ features reclining seats, cup holders, and a convenient weapons rack for holding muskets, rifles, and iridium blasters. The state-of-the-art cloaking device will allow you to slip past British sentries unobserved. And Time Corp offers free roadside assistance for up to ten thousand years. So what are you waiting for? Grab your musket and hop in your time machine—it’s time to join the American Revolution!

			
				Your Time Corp Time Machine Colonial™
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			THE BOSTON TEA PARTY

			Generally, Finn Greenquill isn’t a fan of revolutions or democracy, because these sorts of things tend to make his employees get riled up and start asking for health benefits and paid vacation days. Nevertheless, the American Revolution is one of Time Corp’s most popular—and profitable—time traveling vacations, as well as one of the most unlikely David and Goliath stories in all of history.

			Set your time machine for 1773. The seventeen-year-old musical genius Mozart is stunning audiences on his tour through Italy. Captain James Cook is becoming the first European explorer to cross the Antarctic Circle. And in America, a ragtag band of untrained rebels is about to go to war against the most powerful army in the world.

			Welcome to Massachusetts

			Your trip begins in the colony of Massachusetts. Like all the thirteen colonies in America, Massachusetts is under British rule. The first colonists land on Plymouth Rock in 1620. Freezing, starving, and unable to grow food, half the original settlers die in the first winter.*

			You may be wondering what sort of crazy Englishmen actually choose to live in Massachusetts in the 1600s. Let’s face it: leaving Mother England to cross the three-thousand-mile-wide Atlantic Ocean is sort of like moving to Mars. A settler is never going to see their home, their friends, and their family ever again. And for what? To live in a cold, rocky, mosquito-infested land filled with the constant threat of war, disease, starvation, and lousy baseball teams.

			There is a reason many settlers choose to make this dangerous journey: a little something called freedom. In England at this time, everyone must practice one religion, called “the Church of England.” If you miss church on Sunday, you are fined. And if you practice a different religion, you can be imprisoned or even executed.

			The settlers choose to live three thousand miles from England so they can be three thousand miles from England’s laws and three thousand miles from England’s king. Many of them come from small religious groups like the Puritans or the Quakers. They sail to America to find the freedom to practice their religions.* Other settlers move to America for a better chance of finding land and wealth. What all the American colonists have in common is a strong independent streak—they don’t like to be bossed around by the English king.

			Welcome to Boston

			It’s now 153 years after the colonists’ arrival at Plymouth Rock, and Massachusetts has swelled to support a thriving population. The city of Boston is a bustling seaport with over fifteen thousand citizens. Hundreds of buildings line the cobbled streets, and dozens of European and Caribbean ships fill the harbor.

			Massachusetts is ruled by King George III of England. Not only is he three thousand miles away, but he is only thirty-five years old, and—oh, yeah—he suffers from occasional bouts of insanity. He’s never attended a university and never set foot in America. And yet this is the guy in charge of running the American colonies.
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				THIRTEEN COLONIES & BRITAIN
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			This isn’t even that weird. In 1773, virtually every country in the world is ruled by a king or queen. No country can vote for their own leader. No country truly guarantees the right to freedom of speech, freedom of religion, or freedom of press. These basic rights simply don’t exist in the world in 1773.* The people of Boston, and of all the colonies, have almost no say in the laws passed by the British government and in the taxes they have to pay to the king.

			This means that if Britain passes an unfair law, there isn’t a whole lot the Americans can do about it. If the thirteen fledgling American colonies want to form their own government, they’re going to have an uphill battle ahead of them. If the Americans rebel against the British king and demand independence from Britain, they will find themselves fighting the largest army, the largest navy, and the largest empire on the planet.

			The Boston Tea Party

			Your time travel adventure begins in Boston, Massachusetts, on the night of December 16, 1773. More than five thousand angry citizens—a third of the city’s population—gather at the Old South Meeting House. Merchants, sailors, lawyers, farmers, and tradesmen overflow the meeting house and crowd the cobbled streets. They are hopping mad over two of the most important things in life: tea* and money.*

			Stand in the back of the meeting house, where you won’t get trampled by the furious crowd. Samuel Adams, the American politician who called the meeting, tries to keep order. The British government is forcing the Americans to buy all their tea from only a few British tea merchants . . . and two of the tea merchants just happen to be the British governor’s own sons. These shenanigans will put a lot of American merchants out of business.

			Adding insult to injury, the British are forcing Americans to pay a tea tax. The Americans are not allowed a vote over any of this. It’s as if the British are robbing the Americans, and then forcing them to pay a robbery tax.

			When the British refuse to back down on the tea tax, Samuel Adams tells the rowdy audience, “This meeting can do nothing more to save the country!” Samuel believes the tax is unfair and the Americans should rebel against the British to make their point.

			See if you can spot John Hancock in the crowd. He’s a wealthy Harvard graduate who will go on to become the first signer of the Declaration of Independence. John made his fortune selling Dutch tea. The new law forcing Americans to buy only British tea will force him out of business. Watch as he stands up in the meeting house and shouts to the riotous crowd, “Let every man do what is right in his own eyes!”
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			That night, about one hundred American rebels set out to destroy all the British tea in Boston Harbor. The Americans would rather

			
				
				
						The Sugar Act (unfair taxes)

						The Stamp Act (unfair taxes)

						The Townshend Act (unfair taxes)

						The Tea Act (unfair taxes)

						The Boston Massacre (Bostonians shotby British soldiers for rioting againstunfair taxes)

				

			

			
				
				
						Hamburgers won’t be invented for another hundred years

						Boston won’t have reliable Internet service for another 240 years

						The Boston Red Sox will only win the World Series eight times in the next two centuries

				

			

			 HOW TO DRESS IN COLONIAL AMERICA

			
			
			
				MEN
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				WOMEN
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				WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH POWDERED WIGS?

				
			

			The Intolerable Acts
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			The Sons of Liberty
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			The Road to War
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