

    
        
          The Frozen Line: Hockey, Sovereignty, and Sticking It to the U.S.

        

        
        
          Annex This, America, Volume 3

        

        
        
          Tomekeeper Mākasu Shimo Ori

        

        
          Published by Kaede Komori Press, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      THE FROZEN LINE: HOCKEY, SOVEREIGNTY, AND STICKING IT TO THE U.S.

    

    
      First edition. February 22, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Tomekeeper Mākasu Shimo Ori.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8227859204

    

    
    
      Written by Tomekeeper Mākasu Shimo Ori.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Disclaimer & Author’s Note

Why The Moose & Herald? Why Emily Richardson?

About Us: The Moose & Herald

Emily Richardson – Senior Correspondent, The Moose & Herald

We’ll Take Our Game Back, Thanks

Hockey Belongs Here: Canadian Players Walk Away from U.S. Teams

Welcome Home: The Hockey Towns That Refuse to Host U.S. Teams

O Canada, Louder Than Ever: The National Anthem Protest Movement

America Wants a Rivalry? Fine. We Accept.

Florida Notices The Cold Shoulder

Why Would We Go There? Canada Is Better Anyway

Airlines Adjust: More Direct Flights to Canadian Destinations, Fewer to the U.S.

Americans Are Annoyed. Good.

The Red Sticker Revolution: How ‘Made in Canada’ Became the New Gold Standard

[Big Coffee Chain]? No Thanks. We’re Good.

Guess We’re Eating Poutine Instead

The Border Tax Revolt: When U.S. License Plates Started Costing Extra

The Loonie Loyalty Campaign: Why Canadians Are Keeping Their Money at Home

​​A Standing Ovation for Canada: Border Town’s Grand Gesture at the Haskell Opera House

Summit Series 2.0: Introduction from the Author

Summit Series 2.0: Our Commentators

Summit Series 2.0: The Battle for the Ice

Summit Series 2.0: The Anthem Standoff and First Period Firestorm

Summit Series 2.0: Second Period Chaos: Controversy, Penalties, and Momentum Shifts

Summit Series 2.0: Third Period: A Defector’s Redemption & the Ultimate Hockey Moment

Summit Series 2.0: The Aftermath: Canada United, America Silent

A Final Word

Also By Tomekeeper Mākasu Shimo Ori

About the Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Disclaimer & Author’s Note
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A Work of Fiction

This book is a work of speculative fiction, yet its foundation is built on the undeniable realities of history, politics, and the ever-present undercurrents of Canadian-American relations. Though the stories, interviews, and reports within these pages are fictional, the tensions they explore—the cultural clashes, the identity struggles, and the fight to preserve sovereignty—are deeply real.

If certain figures, corporations, or institutions recognize elements of themselves within these pages, that is either sheer coincidence—or a moment for reflection.

The narratives presented here are not "real" in the journalistic sense, but they capture a greater truth: a nation’s resilience is not measured by its aggression, but by its unwavering refusal to be erased. This book is a testament to the quiet defiance that does not require declarations, weapons, or wars—only the courage to say, “Sorry, but no.”
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Author’s Note

What does it mean to be patriotic when the ground beneath you is shifting?

As this book is written, in February 2025, American media’s rhetoric on Canada’s future—our sovereignty, our resources, our place on the map—has grown louder and more insistent. Sometimes, it is couched in economic arguments. Sometimes, it is blunt and unapologetic. Sometimes, it is outright threatening.

When Canadian premiers met with Washington officials earlier this year, those officials did not say Canada would never become the 51st state.

What does that mean for us? Is this what others in history have felt—watching their sovereignty be discussed in backrooms, debated in newspapers, speculated upon as if it were nothing more than a business acquisition?

For too long, Canadians have been told we are too polite, too soft-spoken, too diplomatic. We have prided ourselves on our peacekeeping nature, on our willingness to bend where others might break. But bending is not submission. It never has been.

We have moved freely, built careers across the border, enjoyed the benefits of partnership. We welcomed American commerce while sending our own innovations south. We believed in mutual respect.

But now? Now, we watch as American leaders provoke, exploit, and diminish us—not through the usual bureaucratic maneuvering, but through open disregard for our right to exist as an independent nation.

This is not acceptable.

First, we said Sorry, but no. Then, we wrote Strong and Free as a warning.

This book is speculation on the future, but it is deeply rooted in the present. It is a response. A call to vigilance.

We are a kind people.

But we have our boundaries, too.

We are the True North, strong and free. And that does not include a 51st star.

This book is fiction.

For now.

🍁MSO🍁
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​Why The Moose & Herald? Why Emily Richardson?
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A note from the author
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Every resistance needs a voice.

When I set out to write this book, I wasn’t interested in an academic dissection of annexation or a passive reflection on history. I wanted something that demanded to be heard—a voice that would not apologize for existing, that would not be neutral in the face of erasure. That’s where Emily Richardson came in.

Emily is the journalist that America wishes it could silence and Canada cannot afford to lose. She is sharp, relentless, and unshakable in her belief that the press does not exist to comfort power, but to confront it. She does not mistake access for truth. She does not temper her words for the sake of diplomacy. And she does not accept that the inevitable is inevitable.

I created Emily because I needed a voice that would stand against the slow erosion of Canadian sovereignty, culture, and identity. And she needed a home—an institution that would not buckle, a publication that would not bow.

That’s where The Moose & Herald comes in.

Because a moose does not back down.

It does not seek conflict. It does not pick fights. But if you push it too far, if you threaten its home, you will understand why it was never meant to be tamed.

That is what Canada should be.

And the Herald? That part is simple. A herald is a messenger of truth, a force that ensures history is not rewritten by those with the loudest megaphones or the deepest pockets. A nation is not simply lost when it is conquered; it is lost when it forgets its own story.

Within these pages, you will find a journalist who refuses to kneel and a newspaper that refuses to be silenced.

Emily Richardson is not real.
But she should be.
And The Moose & Herald?
Maybe it should be, too.

​
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​About Us: The Moose & Herald
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"Unyielding. Unapologetic. Unannexed."

Founded in 1885 as a scrappy upstart in a logging town outside Ottawa, The Moose & Herald has never wavered in its mission: to speak truth to power and to defend Canada’s sovereignty, culture, and identity.

While other newspapers have been bought, sold, and tamed by corporate media, The Moose & Herald remains independent, untamed, and proudly Canadian. Like the moose we’re named after, we do not seek out fights—but when pushed, we do not retreat.
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Our Mission

We report the truth, challenge American exceptionalism, and remind every reader that Canada is not for sale, not for merging, and certainly not interested in becoming the 51st star on anyone’s flag.

From the streets of Montreal to the frozen North, from hockey rinks to the halls of Parliament, we cover the real stories that matter—not the ones Washington wants you to hear.
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What We Believe


●  Canada is a nation, not a bargaining chip.

●  Journalism exists to hold power accountable, not to placate it.

●  If a moose doesn’t back down, neither do we.

●  Poutine is a national treasure—if you disagree, you’re probably American.
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Our Team

Our team of fearless reporters, columnists, and investigative journalists are among the sharpest, most relentless, and occasionally most stubborn Canadians in the industry.

At the helm? Emily Richardson, our senior correspondent—a journalist who refuses to let history be rewritten by those with the loudest megaphones.
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A Word to Washington

We see you. We hear you. We reject you.

Take your annexation plans, crumple them up, and return to sender.

We stand on guard. We always have. We always will.
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​Emily Richardson – Senior Correspondent, The Moose & Herald
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Emily Richardson is a journalist, a troublemaker, and—according to certain U.S. officials—a "national security concern."

As Senior Correspondent for The Moose & Herald, she has spent the last decade asking the questions no one wants to answer, exposing the truths no one wants to face, and making life deeply uncomfortable for those who wish Canada would sit down, shut up, and comply.

Born and raised in Ottawa, Emily grew up in the shadow of Parliament Hill, watching her father—a career diplomat—navigate Canada’s increasingly precarious relationship with Washington. Her mother, a history professor, instilled in her the belief that a country is only as strong as its memory.

She took that lesson to heart.

After earning a degree in journalism and political science from McGill University, Emily built a career unmasking government overreach, exposing foreign interference, and documenting the slow, insidious erosion of Canadian sovereignty. She has reported from the frontlines of trade disputes, sifted through leaked documents revealing backroom political dealings, and once got herself forcibly removed from a U.S. embassy event for asking whether Canada was already on Washington’s "future acquisitions" list.

"I was escorted out politely," she says, "but the answer was never really ‘no,’ was it?"

Emily has been called many things:


●  "A thorn in America’s side" (one of those abominable Times fish wrappers) 

●  "The last real journalist in Canada" (an overly enthusiastic social media follower) 

●  "A sensationalist fearmonger" (a U.S. senator whose name she refuses to print)
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