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The apostle Paul's deepest desire was to know Christ. He declared emphatically, “That I may know Him.” As he continued to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ, he further affirmed, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

This must also be the desire of every true Christian. It is often said, “Knowledge is power,” but knowledge is not truly powerful unless it is the knowledge of Jesus Christ—for Jesus Christ is the power of God.

When Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus responded, “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”

Indeed, no earthly institution can teach a person who the Lord Jesus truly is. Only the divine school of the Holy Spirit can do that. Unless the Holy Spirit reveals Him to you, you cannot truly know Jesus Christ.

The brilliant British scientist, the late Stephen Hawking, whom the world regarded as a genius, authored the book A Brief History of Time. This influential work was translated into several languages and consists of twelve chapters, including titles such as "Our Picture of the Universe," "Space and Time," "The Expanding Universe," and "Black Holes," among others.

Stephen Hawking was not a Christian. The wisdom he possessed—though remarkable—was grounded in the understanding of this world and not in the knowledge of God. As Scripture reminds us, “The wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.”

Many scientists today identify as atheists—those who deny or reject the existence of God. While we can appreciate Hawking’s contributions to science and his intellectual brilliance, his knowledge ultimately lacked eternal value because he did not know Jesus Christ.

Despite all his insight into the universe, he remained unaware of the One who created it. Dear reader, you cannot truly know Jesus Christ unless the Holy Spirit lives in you and reveals Him to you.

The apostle Paul warned the Colossians with these words: “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.”

When Jesus Christ walked the earth, He did not view things according to the standards of this world. Instead, He revealed truth through the wisdom from above. That is why He often spoke in parables—earthly stories with heavenly meanings.

As believers, we are called to “set our minds on things above, not on things on the earth.”

I confess, I cannot fully describe or explain who Jesus Christ is—not in the depth and richness that the apostle Paul did. But I know this: I must seek Him in the Scriptures, for He is the central theme of the Bible.

Jesus Christ knew me before the world began. Even before the creation of all things, I was foreknown and loved by Him. Before I was formed in my mother’s womb, Christ had already set His love upon me.

It was by His divine will that my father and mother were brought together to conceive me. My birth was no accident, and certainly no surprise to Jesus Christ.

As the Lord said to the prophet Jeremiah:

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5).

What greater proof do I need that Jesus Christ loves me? He died for me on the cross.

I was once dead in trespasses and sins. This is how Scripture describes my condition before I was saved: “In which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience. Among them we also all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others” (Ephesians 2:2–3).

This was my former life—lost, disobedient, and bound by the desires of the flesh and the influence of the world. But praise be to God, He did not leave me there. Because Jesus Christ does not change, His love for me never changes.

Even when I was still in darkness, His love sustained and protected me. You might ask, “Does God protect a sinner?” Yes—He does so by His common grace.

And if you belong to Him—chosen before the foundation of the world—even if you are not yet saved, His eyes are still upon you. Why? Because in His perfect timing, you will be saved. Until that day comes, you are under His sovereign protection. No elect will be lost—all whom the Father has given to Jesus will come to the knowledge of Him. As Jesus Himself declared: “Those that You gave Me I have kept, and none of them is lost” (John 17:12). The word “those” refers to all who have believed and will believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. These are the ones chosen by God before the foundation of the world—the true Christians whom Jesus loved from eternity.

Ah! I do not know why Jesus Christ loved me. There is nothing good I have done—or could ever do—to deserve His love. I am not special; we are all equal before God. Yet, for reasons beyond my understanding, He loved me and still loves me. I will enter Heaven not because of any good works I have done, but solely by grace. The love with which I was loved before the foundation of the world is everlasting.

Jesus Christ not only loved me in word—He demonstrated that love by giving Himself for me on the cross. When I look at the cross, I see the powerful action behind the words, “Jesus loves me.” Jesus first, me last—nothing between but love!

The church in Galatia faced a serious problem caused by false teachers—specifically, those promoting Judaism. These preachers were not only attacking the gospel of grace but, in doing so, were attacking Jesus Christ Himself. They claimed that Jesus was not enough—that something more was needed. According to them, believers had to add the Law of Moses to the message of grace.

This error was dangerous and caused great harm to the church. Paul responded swiftly to defend the truth of the gospel. He wrote the letter to the Galatians to correct this false teaching and to uphold the gospel of grace.

Under legalism, your eyes are fixed on yourself—but under grace, your eyes are opened to see Jesus Christ and to truly know Him. If you are a Christian and you do not see Jesus at work in your life, it may be a sign that you are still living under the law. Grace is where Christ is found. Step out from under the law and live under grace—because that is where Jesus Christ is.

In this journey, I will walk you through Galatians 2:20. As we reflect on this verse together, it is my prayer that the Holy Spirit will reveal Jesus Christ to you in a powerful and personal way.

––––––––
[image: ]


Damian Nakare II

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1


[image: ]


The death of Jesus Christ is my death.

“I have been crucified with Christ” 
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PAUL LIVED HIS LIFE entirely for Jesus Christ. As he boldly declared, “For to me, to live is Christ...” His knowledge of Jesus was not merely intellectual—it was supernatural, revealed to him by the power of the Holy Spirit. Paul did not know Christ through human reasoning, but through a personal and spiritual encounter that transformed his entire life. He was even willing to die for the truth he had received.

The words of 2 Peter 3:18 perfectly describe Paul’s life: “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and forever. Amen.” Paul truly grew in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ—and he lived and died for that knowledge.

“I have been crucified with Christ.” What an astonishing statement! To the natural man, it makes no sense at all. He might ask, “How can you say, ‘I have been crucified with Christ’? Were you even there when He was crucified?” Such spiritual truth is beyond natural understanding.

As Scripture says, “The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” The natural man is spiritually dead—totally depraved. He may know the facts of the Bible, but he cannot grasp their true meaning or apply them to his life, because the Scriptures
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