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Continue on a Life-Transforming Journey with Prominent Peaks of the Pilgrimage

Continue with this remarkable two-book series, Prominent Peaks of the Pilgrimage, where ancient history meets timeless truth. In Book Two, these ten engaging lessons follow the Israelites’ epic journey from Sinai to Canaan, exploring the pivotal events that shaped their pilgrimage. By studying the significant mountain sites along their path, you’ll uncover powerful insights that resonate with your own journey of faith.

What You'll Discover:

- The victories and struggles of the Israelites, and how they mirror the challenges we face in seeking to follow God’s will.

- The richness and depth of biblical salvation, revealing God’s ultimate desire for our complete spiritual, emotional, and physical redemption.

- Practical lessons that apply to overcoming obstacles, resisting temptations, and growing in faith today.

With core teachings drawn from Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Joshua, this series illuminates the doctrine of salvation in ways that will deepen your understanding and strengthen your walk with God. Each chapter offers clear, accessible outlines, perfect for personal study or group teaching.

What People are Saying:

"Prominent Peaks of the Pilgrimage is a masterful exploration of the Israelites’ journey and its relevance to our spiritual lives today. The lessons are profoundly insightful, offering practical applications that deepen understanding and faith. I highly recommend it for anyone seeking spiritual growth!" – Emily Carter.
"This series is a treasure trove of biblical wisdom. The focus on salvation as a holistic experience—covering spirit, soul, and body—opened my eyes to the richness of God’s plan for us. Perfect for personal study or group teaching, these lessons are life-changing." – Mark Ellison.

Whether you’re a seasoned teacher or exploring these stories for the first time, Prominent Peaks of the Pilgrimage will equip and inspire you. Continue with the story of the Israelites and discover how their lessons can guide your life today.

Two Books, Twenty Lessons, One Life-Changing Journey
It is important for us to closely examine the Lord's people and their pilgrimage so that we can be better prepared for our own journey. The primary purpose of this course is to explore various aspects of the doctrine of salvation. Every key term in this course reveals a new insight concerning salvation from a biblical perspective. This series addresses salvation for the believer in all its fullness.

Read now for personal reflection, group studies, or teaching series. Continue your pilgrimage with Book Two!
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Prominent Peaks of the Pilgrimage. This course traces the journey of the people of Israel from the land of Egypt into the land of Canaan. We visit the people of Israel at the prominent peaks of their pilgrimage. We will see that the events that occurred at the mountain sites are the very issues we must expect on our pilgrimage. The lessons that the people of Israel had to learn are the same lessons our loving Lord wants us to learn. We take a close look at the people and their pilgrimage so that we can better prepare for our own journey. 

The prominent peak is Mount Sinai, located in the Sinai Peninsula. The assembly is camped in the desert at Mount Sinai. This is the mountain where they paused during their pilgrimage between Egypt and Canaan. The mountain has served as a significant site for them to stop and address various issues. The people have been asked to enter into a covenant and receive the laws and statutes. Here, they are also invited to donate and build a movable tabernacle. God has been actively reforming and re-educating his people at Mount Sinai. 

This is lesson number eleven. Substitution is our keyword. Substitution means replacing one thing or person with another. A similar term in religious circles is syncretism. Syncretism refers to trying to reconcile two different schools of thought. In our lesson today, syncretism relates to people attempting to fuse Egypt's ways with God's ways. This involves mixing cultural traditions with God's ministry, resulting in a blend of traditions and doctrine in effect. 

In our lesson today, we will focus on two main points. First: The People's Mood Swing and Second: The Priestly Intercession. 

Number One: The People's Mood Swing. 

We are going to read the first few verses of Exodus chapter thirty-two. We notice that this event comes after the people had just consecrated themselves to the Lord's service. They had said, "We will be obedient to all that the Lord would have us to do." We saw in our lesson on consecration that they had consecrated themselves, and they said, "We will be obedient." However, we observe here that they fail big time. 

There are five sub-points to this major point. 
Sub-point Number One: They Substituted the Leader. 

Exodus 32:1. When the people saw that Moses delayed in coming down from the mountain, they gathered together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods that will go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him." 

So, Moses is on the peak of the mountain, in the presence of God, receiving the Ten Commandments on tablets of stone. He has been up there for forty days and forty nights. The congregation of Israel in the valley, who cannot ascend the mountain, has been waiting a long time. They do not know what has happened to Moses or if he is still alive. They have been waiting for over a month for his descent. And this is their reaction: they reveal their true colors. The people gather together to replace the leader. Here is a chance to stray. 

They say Moses has let us down. He has delayed returning to us. Maybe he has abandoned us and left us to die here in the wilderness. It’s time to take matters into our own hands and move on. We don’t know where he is, so we will substitute him. Today, when your religious leader lets you down (and ministers will let you down from time to time: they are only human), you might think that they have rejected you. You may feel that they do not care for you, prompting you to reject them. That’s your reaction. You reject them. This is what happens here in our story. The people believe that Moses has rejected them and abandoned them. So, they make plans to replace Moses's leadership with good luck charms.

Now God had done something for them: He had severed their ties to the gods and idols of Egypt. God had buried their past in the Red Sea. He brought them through the Red Sea, forever cutting them off from Egypt. But Egypt lingered in their memories. The battle is in the mind. They recalled the houses, foods, and gods they had in Egypt. And they said to Aaron, "Make us gods, which shall go before us." They say this just after they had consecrated themselves to one God: Jehovah. When the cat's away, the mice will play, and they revert to their old habits. In their minds, they go back and say, "up, make us gods to lead us." 

Sub-point Number Two: They Substituted the Power. They attribute the deliverance and the miracles to Moses, the man. “As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” This is an action of the flesh. They are looking at a man: Moses. They attribute the deliverance to him. Now they are experiencing a mood swing. 

In reality, the rulers who came to Aaron are the ones who will take charge. The elders talk about these gods, but in truth, they are the ones who seek control. They desire the reins of power. Even today, we can replace God's chosen leader and covet authority. It is also common for us to substitute the pastor’s wise counsel with our own logic and traditions. Moses was specially trained for this role. At eighty years old, he was in a school of preparation. Today, the pastor has been professionally trained and is specifically chosen to lead people on their faith journey. We need to reflect on this point today. 

Sub-point Number Three: They Substituted the Service. Exodus 32:2 and 3. And Aaron said to them, "Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me." And all the people broke off the golden earrings that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 

The people took their possessions, which they had previously consecrated to the Lord's tabernacle, and these golden offerings were now given to another work. Golden earrings symbolize the best. They offered the finest for a different project. The cause was replaced. God's people were contributing to a cause outside of God's program. A relevant reference today might be when members neglect to support the church's ministries and maintenance of the building. It is not ideal when God's people start giving more to save the whales than to save souls. These individuals found it easier to contribute to making this golden calf because it catered to their egos. It is always easier to give toward something that appeals to the ego. It is always easier to sacrifice money for entertaining worship programs than for foreign missionary efforts. The people replaced rightful service.

Sub-point Number Four: They Substituted the Lord. Exodus 32:4. And he received them from their hands and fashioned it with a graving tool after he had made it a molten calf. Then they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up out of the land of Egypt." 

These are your gods who brought you out of the land of Egypt. They credit the miracles and work of redemption to a dumb ox. They say the Lord did not really make a difference in our lives. The gods made the life-transforming changes. God's people can do the same today. They can substitute the Lord for positive thinking or the help of friends and family. People can easily forget how the Lord redeemed them and set them in a good place. They substitute the Lord. 

Psalm 106:19 to 22. They made a calf at Horeb and worshipped the molten image. Thus, they changed their glory into the likeness of an ox that eats grass. They forgot God, their Savior, who had done great things in Egypt; wondrous works in the land of Ham and terrible things by the Red Sea.  

God created us in the likeness of His image. We are made in the image of God: wonderful, intelligent, and loving beings. We possess special capabilities. God has placed His glory within our hearts. We are a unique creation, meant to reflect the image and glory of God. The name Israel means 'prince.' The princely people of Israel exchanged their glory for the likeness of an ox that eats grass. Here, we observe the dire consequences of substituting the Lord. Each of us is capable of having idols that we prioritize. We can give in to fleshly pastimes instead of focusing on God's work. We spend our time, money, and talents promoting ‘golden calves’ in our lives. When we replace the Lord, we trade our glory for something base. When we worship something else, we distort our glory into an image like a beast. The New Testament writers warned about this substitution of the truth in passages such as:

2 Peter 2:1 to 3. But there were false prophets also among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring swift destruction upon themselves. Many will follow their destructive ways, and because of them, the way of truth will be maligned. In their greed, they will exploit you with fabricated words.

Galatians 1:6 to 7. I marvel that you are so quickly turned away from him who called you into the grace of Christ to a different gospel; but some trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.

Romans 1:23. And changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image resembling corruptible man, as well as birds, four-footed animals, and creeping things. 

People can fall into worshiping the creatures more than the Creator. They may credit themselves or others with life-changing miracles instead of giving thanks to the Lord. They might claim, "I have made a difference in my life," rather than acknowledging the Lord. This mirrors the proclamation made by those at the foot of the mountain, who denied the One who had bought them. 

Sub-point Number Five: They Substituted the Ordinances. Exodus 32:5 and 6. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron proclaimed, saying, "Tomorrow is a feast to the Lord." And they rose up early the next day, offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 

They built an altar before the idol and proclaimed a feast day. They performed the ordinances, rising early the next morning to offer burnt offerings and peace offerings. First, God did not instruct Aaron to declare a feast day; he is acting under peer pressure. Moreover, Aaron is merely going through the motions, performing the mechanics of the ordinances. While he is acting and attributing this to Jehovah, in reality, it is not for the Lord at all. This activity aims to appease the agitated assembly. Therefore, it is possible to go through the motions, use the terminology, and attribute it as a work for Jehovah, yet still substitute the true ordinances for something that only appears authentic. The endeavor has the semblance of godliness. Although the undertaking looks identical, there is a significant difference: it is not godly. It is accompanied by lewdness. Here, we observe that this religious activity was intertwined with lewdness as the people sat down to eat and drink, then rose up to play. In other words, they engaged in a drunken orgy.

There are also church services today that focus on pleasure and amusement with little regard for teaching doctrine. These services display the motions of church activity: the ordinances being carried out, the songs being sung, and the sermonettes being delivered, but in an inappropriate manner. Furthermore, elders can present an appearance of formality, but not in accordance with God’s approval.

Number Two: The Priestly Intercession. 

Exodus 32:7 and 8. And the Lord said to Moses, "Go, get down; for your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They have quickly turned aside from the way that I commanded them; they have made a molten calf, worshipped it, and sacrificed to it, saying, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.'"  

Meanwhile, at the summit of the mountain, amidst cloud cover, Jehovah informs Moses about the events occurring below at the base of the prominent peak. Moses is instructed to descend with the stone tablets and attend to his people. Note that God says the people are Moses's responsibility: for thy people.

There are three sub-points under this central point: Sub-point Number One: The Place of Intercession. 

Exodus 32:9 to 14. And the Lord said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiff-necked people: Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may become hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of you a great nation." And Moses begged the Lord his God, and said, "Lord, why does your wrath become hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, 'For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the
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