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WHAT ARE PEOPLE SAYING ABOUT GOD’S MONEY MATTERS?

 

“A Great Course. Lots of useful tips, suggestions and common sense. Highly recommend.”

—Tom Spurling, Perth

“God’s Money Matters has been the exact thing we’ve needed to kick start our journey out of debt. We didn’t even have a budget. GMM has given us the tools, in a very easy to understand way, to help get out of the debt trap. So excited about stewarding our money wisely and having more to give. Thanks, Darren.”

—Leanne Spurling, Perth

“Darren, I had been looking for some good information on managing finances, and this course exceeded my expectations. You definitely busted some myths for me. What I enjoyed most was the Kingdom perspective, as well as the simplicity. Anyone can do this, and now I feel equipped with a framework for making good/wise decisions with my own finances. Thank you.”

—Ashley Owen, Perth

“Every church should be teaching God’s Money Matters. I had never been taught the basic principles of a budget let alone all the fantastic stuff Darren teaches in this course. I now feel so much less stressed about money. I now just want to take it to the world. I have seriously thought of buying the DVD for every family in our church, that is how much I gained from it. My budget involved trying to stay out of debt except for large things like cars and houses. I paid bills when they came in then with what was left ate, not the best way to live and very stressful at times, especially when your fridge or washing machine breaks down. God’s Money Matters has given me the tools to make a budget and have money already set aside for bills and things I can foresee . . . even the things I can’t. I am now no longer a slave to money but am money’s master. I don’t have it all down perfect yet but I know with tweaking I will get it all ironed out and I am now so much better equipped for when those dramas arise like a fridge suddenly stopping. Please, if you are thinking about doing this course . . . just do it! It will be the best thing you do for yourself and your family and future generations.”

—Karen Leddin – Perth



“As a single woman I have to consider my finances and plan for the future on a single income. Before consulting God’s Money Matters I had to do that on my own. Now I have a financial adviser who can impart financial and biblical wisdom into my single life. My adviser addressed how to live a godly single life and use money wisely for me, for the financial future of my nephews, and for others. I didn’t have to do much because I already had a solid budget plan and good super but I had to face up to some of the hard and boring to do stuff like income protection and making a will. Now I have reassurance that I haven’t missed anything that would give me financial security and that I am using God’s resources as best as I can. I would recommend GMM to other single women and anyone who wants to know that they are getting it right and doing it well.” 

—Jillian, Canberra

[image: ]“Darren helped us reduce our debt, take more control of our money and plan for the future. We were confident in his financial advice because we had seen him apply the same advice to good effect in his own family. Darren practices what he teaches.” 

—Gary & Ruth Rauber, Canberra

 

[image: ]“Before using GMM we were a dual income earning couple and sailing fairly well with our finances. In 2009 we felt the call to assist 4 different projects around the world and we believed it appropriate to self fund so not to burden anyone. On our return we had minimal funds and sought help to budget for some big changes in our lives. We weren’t sure whether GMM could help us but liked the fact that it was biblically based and so attended one of the boot camps. The information was well explained and helped put us on the right path to preparing for some life changes. We have gone from being a couple to being a family of 6 with the advent of adopting 4 children—from a dual income family to a single income and stay at home mum. GMM helped us put into place some good strategies to deal with the changes in our lifestyle and to better prepare for our future with 4 children. Although we still have debt we feel more in control of our finances and believe we make wiser decisions about our spending and saving.”

—Max & Cay Merritt, Canberra

Read more about what people are saying at http://www.godsmoneymatters.com/what-people-say.

 

 




Dedication

I dedicate this book to my father, William (Bill) Laudenbach. Dad was the one who took the risk and hired me on as an employee, “teaching me the ropes” in his financial planning practice way back in 1987. Dad has always had boundless energy and an amazing work ethic. Both Dad and Mum (Anne Laudenbach) gave me the greatest inheritance available—bringing me up in a Christian home and giving me every opportunity to accept Jesus as my own.

Special thanks goes to my amazing wife Rachelle for her love, kindness, and support since we met in 1988 and married in 1992. These thanks also go to my beautiful daughters Jessica and Amelia—the best teenagers a father could hope for.

It would be remiss not to thank Robert Smith-Saarinen and Ian Hayes from Milestone Financial Services. They have been long-standing and loyal business partners who have helped test and measure many of the concepts in this book with clients over many years, which have now resulted in lasting impacts for many.

Thanks also goes to all those who have encouraged me to step out in faith and start God’s Money Matters. Special mention to Cay Merritt from 1WayFM for her encouragement to get on radio and broadcast my thoughts in general. Last but not least, thanks to my friend from Alabama, Melanie Hall. Without Mel’s help, this book would have never come together.

And forever . . . praise be to God!




Introduction

Darren Laudenbach, the founder of God’s Money Matters, has been working professionally as a Certified Financial Planner CFP ™ with clients for nearly three decades. During the early years, he simply asked clients to put together a budget and then allow him to look at their results. For many of his clients, this was the first time they’d ever attempted to do this—and many were in a very foreign place. Darren quickly realised that many of these budgets were well intentioned; however, they had little to do with what clients were actually doing with their money. Often, he would see budget surpluses when reviewing income versus budgeted spending, but clients would have large debts owed on credit cards or the same outstanding mortgage balances year after year and no savings—so the obvious question had to be: “Where has all the surplus gone?”

There are only a few places that a surplus in cash flow can go; debt reduction, savings, or investments. If debts haven’t been reduced and savings/investments haven’t increased, then the only logical conclusion is that the surplus simply doesn’t exist.

This made Darren’s job as a financial planner very difficult. He couldn’t be sure that the surpluses his clients were saying existed, actually existed—and neither could they!

Where necessary, Darren helps clients identify their behavioural spending habits as well as what their actual spending amounts are and assists with finding space in their budgets creatively. This process has proven to be very successful and very valuable to clients, and has driven change that is more transformational in his clients’ financial situation than almost anything else he does.

It wasn’t always so plain and simple for Darren to see these elements and to understand how to manage finances God’s way. Whilst Darren grew up in a Christian family, and even though his father worked in the financial services industry for nearly 40 years, Darren’s formal and informal education was all based on a secular world view. Although Darren and his wife Rachelle were generous givers and tithed as they felt it was the right thing to do, they hadn’t really spent any time studying God’s word when it came to managing money.

This all changed when a business deal in 2007 didn’t go as expected, and after 3 years of not being paid from his financial planning business, as well as selling nearly every investment they had to prop up the business and put food on the table, Darren realised that God was trying to get his attention . . . and He sure did! This drove Darren into God’s word and into a journey of discovery in reading and researching any material he could find on how to manage money and finances the way God intended.

Using these new-found insights and revelations, over the years, Darren has developed, tested, measured, and pulled together resources to uncover a time-proven system of assisting people to get in control of their finances and make significant progress. This book is the culmination of the key essential elements of his dedicated work.
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