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Introduction
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In 2018, I wrote the book Select Your Electric Car to give readers in the U.S. a tool which would help them select between the Electric Cars which were then currently available.

Time has passed. I’ve learned some things. And now it’s 2021. Some major car companies have at least one Electric Car available. This is the year that Electric Vehicles come home.

In this book, I’ll be reviewing Electric Cars (EVs) which are available world-wide. With that many models, I’ll be writing the information about each one in a more succinct manner. I will include links, so that you can visit those websites for more information. While the information in this book will be succinct, I’ll be keeping things electrifying enough that you won’t get bored.

You will notice from the picture on the cover of this book that we’re not the only ones who are interested in Electric Vehicles (EVs). Pretty soon everyone in the entire Universe will be wanting one. 

Make sure that you’re next in line. You don’t want to be left out of this EVolution.
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What I’ve Learned
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I bought my 2015 Nissan Leaf in 2017. It was a good deal at $13,000 with only 31,000 miles. I needed a second car. And it was time I bought an electric one. You can only research a subject for so long, before you have to take action. For me and Electric Cars, that time limit turned out to be 50 years.

In Select Your Electric Car, I stated that you could power Electric Cars which weren’t Teslas at a Tesla Charging station. The internet keeps saying that’s true. Possibly if you’re a MacGyver, you could do that. Even if you are, it’s probably better not to try. Just because the internet says that something is true, doesn’t mean that it is. 

I also said that Teslas weren’t that different. I meant they weren’t that different looking. And from a distance they aren’t. I have to keep my eye peeled for the Tesla logo (stylized T) in order to pick them out of a crowd. I also have to not confuse the Tesla Logo with the Pontiac Logo. And it helps if I’m wearing my glasses.

Since then, I’ve learned that Teslas are very different. The difference is in the details. My first ride in a Tesla 3 taught me that. Well actually, it was trying to figure out how to work the door handle so that I could climb in and ride, which taught me that. 

And soon, there will be the Tesla Pickup which is called the Cybertruck. It definitely looks different from every other Pickup Truck on the market.

I learned that I can heat the seats and the steering wheel in my Nissan Leaf without there being any bad odor. Our Leaf is much more comfortable now in the winter. 

I’ve also found the USB outlet. And I found a USB heater to plug into it. Yes, the Leaf has its own heater. Nevertheless, it takes a lot of Electricity which I’d rather use for driving. The USB heater is on the dash where it helps a little bit with defrosting the windshield.

I’ve also learned that I have about 100 miles of range rather than 70-80, as I thought before. I try not to go more than 70-80 miles without recharging, because that only leaves 20 miles before the gauge gets into the red. And if I’m going uphill or more than 45 mph, it’s going to be less than 20 miles.

If I am in a hurry, I sometimes take the freeway for short stretches. But usually, I’d rather save the miles, and my charging time. So, I take the back roads. Also, taking the freeway upsets the guessometer which tells me how many miles I have left. Then I have to pay closer attention to the battery gauge than to how many miles the car thinks I can go without charging.

I learned where Neutral is, thanks to a carwash attendant who knew. Pull the lever to the left and hold for three seconds. I guess the box around the N is supposed to indicate Hold. Who knew?

Pressing the power button twice without having your foot on the brake, will only turn on the accessories. The number of times you need to press the power button may vary depending on what year Leaf you own. 

However, according to the Internet, only turning on the accessories will wear out your 12V battery faster. Thankfully, it won’t wear out the big EV battery.

I’ve never pressed the power button twice without my foot on the brake. At least I’ve never done that on purpose. Yet, my 12V battery wore out in 4 years. It’s a good idea to have that battery checked annually.

Speaking of maintenance, I take my Leaf in annually for maintenance. Since there are less moving parts than on my gas-powered car, I figure that’s often enough. 

The first year, they rotated my tires. I had a coupon. Total cost to me $0. 

The second year, the total cost was $300. They checked the main EV battery, replaced the brake fluid, rotated the tires, and replaced the carbon filter inside the cabin. 

The main charge was for replacing the brake fluid. I think I’ll skip that for another few years unless the brakes start to act up. 

Also, in the second year, I paid $200 to diagnose why the car was not always starting and was jerking about when braking. This $200 included replacing the 12V battery, which was the cause of the car not always starting. But mostly the charge was for the diagnosis.

My Leaf was jerking about because the tires and brake pads had gotten some small gravel stuck to them from driving over a road which had recently been chip sealed. Removing the chips, no charge.

That was a much higher maintenance charge than the first year. However, the only charge which was due to it being an Electric Car was the main battery check. I could have spent much more for maintenance on a gas powered car. And, I don’t have to worry about the transmission going bad.

So, I’m not the only one who’s learned things about Electric Cars. The Dealer has learned to charge more for maintenance by suggesting that more things need to be maintained. 

Also, the Department of Licensing in WA has learned to charge more money. Licensing charges for owning an Electric Car were $100 the first year. Then it jumped to $175. That extra money goes toward installing EV charging stations. So I shouldn’t complain too much.

Even though I’m spending more money on my EV than I did the first year I owned it, I’m still saving lots of money by not buying gas. And, I’m helping to save the planet.
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My Visitors
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Description automatically generated]Two visitors dropped in the other day. All of a sudden, they were there, sitting on the sofa in my living room. Their vehicle was so quiet that I hadn’t even heard them pull in. 

I noticed that they had been reading a copy of my book Select Your Electric Car. Now it was laying on the sofa beside them. I think perhaps they bookmarked their favorite Electric Cars.

They introduced themselves, E. Ewattoo and E. Energoo here to check out this lovely place. Great book by the way.

I was thrilled that they liked my book. However, it was getting late. So, I went to bed. They assured me that they’d be fine on the sofa. I know that it wasn’t very gracious of me to not make certain that they were tucked in. However, I was way too tired to care.

...
Maybe I should have cared. For this next picture is the sight which greeted me the next morning. There they were, seated at the table, hungover from their night of drinking. The condemning evidence of their drink glasses was right there on the table near their hands. 

I don’t keep spirits in my house – well not that kind of spirits. They must have smuggled some in.
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After they recovered from their hangovers, they wanted to know what type of spaceship that was at the far end of the counter. 

I had to tell them that it’s not a spaceship. It’s just an old-fashioned CD music player. They were sorely disappointed.

Other than drinking until they had hangovers, my visitors proved to be the perfect guests. After they aroused enough from their stupor, that they were able to move, they washed their own dishes. 
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I found out that my visitors were musically inclined. They even played a duet for me on keyboard and harp.
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Sometimes I think they got bored, for they spent a lot of time looking out the windows. Perhaps they were interested in the wildlife which mostly consisted of deer and birds. I wondered what kind of animals they have on their planet.
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When they weren’t bored, they liked to show off their gymnastic routines. Many of those were taken to the next level by their anti-grav abilities.
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Later, I caught them admiring my Electric Nissan Leaf. They were lying down on the windshield. They may have been trying to figure out how to drive it. Yet they said that they were only sunbathing. 

I wasn’t so sure. I decided not to show them my FOB which unlocks the doors and starts the car.
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My visitors left shortly after that. But before they did, they granted me the license to share the story of their visit in my next book on Electric Cars. The even granted me the license to include their pictures. 

I haven’t seen them since. I thought though, that I should warn you:  When you own an Electric Car, you are likely to have admirers. Some may even come from faraway places, like my visitors E. Ewattoo and E. Energoo.
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Section One – Start Your Engines
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If we were talking about gas powered vehicles, even hybrids, I would have called this section Ignition. But alas, in Electric Vehicles (EVs), there is no such thing as an Ignition. Nothing burns or ignites when you start the engine. On second thought, maybe that’s a good thing.

It’s just like flipping a light switch. Punch a button and the car starts. Though, at least in my Nissan Leaf, you have to have the fob (key) on you. And your foot has to be on the brake. Also, you can’t have the charger plugged in.

In this section, I cover: 

	What I’ll be writing about throughout the book

	A testimonial from an EV owner – Yours Truly

	EV terms which are different from terms people commonly use for Gas powered cars, and

	The criteria that I’ll be using to judge various EVs. Hopefully, this criteria will help you start to narrow down the EVs you might want to own. It will also help you find out which EVs you’re just crazy about, even if you’re not crazy about owning them.
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What I’ll be Covering

In Select Your Electric Car, I covered the Electric Cars which were widely available in the United States in 2018. In EV – Electric Vehicles Come Home, I’ll be covering EVs which are available around the world in 2020.

EV’s come with a wide variety of sticker prices. Yet, since there are over 50,000 owners of Electric Cars in Washington State alone, they must be somewhat affordable. 

My research shows that if you can afford to buy a new or used car, you can probably afford to buy an EV. You’ll probably even save money in the long run. The two biggest savings are on gas/petrol and maintenance.

I’ll be covering top selling brands like Tesla, BAIC, BYD, Nissan, Renault, Hyundai, Chery, JMEV, JAC, and Hawtai. Six of those brands are Chinese. Yes, a lot of EVs are sold in China.

I’ll also be covering
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Judging Criteria


	Range?

	Being able to charge at home (110V in  U.S.) (220V most other places)?

	Buying the most popular brand?

	Price?

	Availability?

	Something else entirely different?
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