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    ELIZABETH CLEGHORN GASKELL


    ENGLISH NOVELIST, BIOGRAPHER AND SHORT STORY WRITER


    
      	Born in London in 1810.


      	Died near Alton, Hampshire in 1865.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	Mary Barton (1848), novel


          	Cranford (1851-1853), novel


          	The Life of Charlotte Brontë (1857), biography

        

      

    


    Widely considered one of the greatest novelists of the Victorian period, Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell is most often remembered as a realist whose writing focused on the social issues of her time, including the plight of the poor and the problems rife in the industrial North of England. North and South and Mary Barton, two of her most notable works, both centre on these themes.


    Born to Unitarian minister William Stevenson and his wife Elizabeth Holland, Gaskell spent her early years in London before moving in with her maternal aunt in Cheshire. Later, she married William Gaskell and settled in the industrial city of Manchester, an experience which informed much of her later writing. She produced her first novel, Mary Barton, in 1848, and the book caught the eye of Charles Dickens (English writer, 1812-1870). As a result, the writer invited Gaskell to contribute to his magazine, Household Words, in which North and South was later published. Gaskell was also a close friend of the English writer Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855), whose biography she wrote after Brontë’s death.

  


  
    NORTH AND SOUTH


    AN INDUSTRIAL VICTORIAN NOVEL


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Gaskell, E. (1994) North and South. Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions Limited.


      	1st edition: 1854-1855 (serialised)


      	Themes: industrial England, social class, North vs. South, poverty, Victorian society, personal and public life 

    


    North and South was published in Charles Dickens’ magazine Household Words, appearing in 20 parts between the years 1854 and 1855. The novel follows the young female protagonist Margaret Hale as she is forced to leave the gentle, rural comfort of her home in the south of England to live in the fictional industrial town of Milton, located in the north of England. Her experiences there expose the stark cultural, social and class divides that existed between the north and south of England during the Victorian era, as well as illustrating the impact of the industrial revolution on the cities of the north.


    The novel is semi-autobiographical, with certain elements lifted from Gaskell’s own life. Milton is, for example, based on the city of Manchester in which Gaskell lived with her husband, while the crisis of faith Margaret Hale’s father suffers in the novel mirrors a similar crisis experienced by Gaskell’s Unitarian father.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    THE GENTEEL SOUTH


    Our protagonist Margaret Hale has lived in the south for a number of years with her Aunt Shaw and cousin Edith. Edith is soon to be married to Captain Lennox, while Margaret will be moving back to the country parsonage of Helstone with her parents.


    Margaret is delighted to return to her genteel home, but her parents both appear unhappy. MrHale appears withdrawn, and Mrs Hale laments over her absent son Frederick. Lawyer Henry Lennox, Captain Lennox’s brother, pays a visit to Margaret to confess his romantic feelings for her, which she rejects. Though she feels guilty, she is soon distracted by the news that the family must leave their home to live in the industrial northern town of Milton, as her father has experienced a crisis of faith.


    THE INDUSTRIAL NORTH


    In the north, Margaret is shocked at the contrast between the beautiful pastures of Helstone and the smoky streets of Milton. She meets Mr Thornton, a local mill-owner, for the first time, and the two take an immediate dislike to each other. Mr Hale strikes up a friendly relationship with Mr Thornton, however, as he tutors him. Though Margaret dislikes Milton, she soon befriends a local mill-worker, Nicholas Higgins, and his sickly daughter Bess.


    During a dinner at the Hale residence with Mr Thornton and his mother as guests, Margaret and Mr Thornton clash during a discussion about the working classes, though Margaret notes feeling strangely attracted to him.


    The health of both Bess and Mrs Hale declines, though the cause of Mrs Hale’s sickness is still unknown. We learn through a conversation between Margaret and Mrs Hale that Frederick will be executed on suspicion of partaking in mutiny while at sea with the navy if he returns to England.


    TROUBLE BREWING


    Mr Hale and Margaret attend a dinner at the Thorntons’ household, where Mr Thornton reveals that his workers have threatened a strike. Margaret once again argues with Mr Thornton over the matter, believing he should take more responsibility for his workers’ welfare than he is currently demonstrating.


    Later, a doctor arrives at the Hale residence and reveals to Margaret and the family servant Dixon that Mrs Hale is suffering from an incurable illness. They decide to spare Mr Hale from this information. Understanding that her time left is limited, Mrs Hale begs for her son Frederick.


    SOCIAL CONFLICT


    Margaret heads to the Higgins household to see Bess and her father, and a discussion begins about the strike and the differences between the north and the south. At the Thornton residence, Mr Thornton, his mother and his sister all discuss the Hales and agree that they dislike the airs that Margaret puts on around the family. Mr Thornton discusses the upcoming strikes and says he will bring in Irish help in a few weeks if the action goes ahead.


    Ahead of another evening at the Thornton residence, Margaret visits Bess once again, who is surprised that Margaret and her family are dining with the Thorntons. Margaret explains that though her family are not wealthy, they are educated and thus of a similar social standing.


    Mr Hale, meanwhile, has heard depressing talk from the working classes and brings his grievances to Mr Thornton, who explains his business in ruthlessly logical terms. Margaret overhears and detests that he expresses so little humanity when talking this way.


    In the days before the dinner party, Margaret is extremely distressed after meeting mill-worker Mr Boucher at the Higgins household. The man is starving and cannot feed his family on his low wage.


    At the dinner party itself, the attraction between Margaret and Mr Thornton becomes more evident. The men at the table discuss the upcoming strike and Mr Thornton later asks Margaret if she is on their side, to which she replies she is.


    VIOLENCE BREAKS OUT


    Mrs Hale worsens, and Mr Hale discovers how ill she really is. Margaret journeys to the Thornton residence to ask for a water bed for her mother, and notices some crowds in the street. When she arrives she learns that the mill workers are furious that Mr Thornton has hired Irish help and have threatened violence.


    Margaret tells Mr Thornton he should go down and speak to the crowd, but this act only infuriates them more. Margaret then attempts to speak to them, and throws her arms around Mr Thornton when a rock is thrown, taking the hit herself.


    A PROPOSAL REJECTED


    Margaret is mortified about her actions, which could be interpreted as an act of love. The following day, Mr Thornton visits Margaret and professes his love for her. She coldly rejects him, but he vows he will continue loving her regardless.


    Visiting Bess, Margaret finds the girl fretting over her father, who has lost his job as a result of the strike action. Mr Thornton, meanwhile, is deeply mortified at being rejected, though he still cares for Margaret. Soon afterwards, Margaret learns that Bess has died.


    Margaret pays a visit to the Higgins family, where she finds Nicholas mourning and cursing Boucher for going against committee plans during the strike. Invited to speak with Mr Hale, Nicholas laments the loss of his job, and rejects Margaret’s suggestion that he might be able to simply ask for it back.


    FREDERICK’S SHORT VISIT 


    Mrs Hale and Margaret both prepare for the imminent arrival of Frederick, whom they must be careful to conceal from the law.


    Frederick arrives and momentarily lightens the family’s spirits. By the morning, however, Mrs Hale has passed away. Margaret sets about planning the funeral, but is interrupted when Dixon tells her that she believes Frederick is in danger: Leonards, a man who was at sea with Frederick, wishes to entrap him for a police reward.


    The family discuss the possibility of having Frederick’s charges withdrawn, and Margaret writes Henry Lennox a letter seeking help. Full of sadness, Margaret accompanies Frederick to the train station, where a drunken man asks if he is a Hale. Frederick pushes him away and as he falls down, we discover the man is Leonards. Margaret bundles her brother onto the train quickly before hurrying away.


    A SELFLESS ACT


    Margaret remains anxious about her brother, who is now in London, and attends her mother’s funeral with her father. A few days later, a police inspector turns up at the Hale residence, revealing that a man – Leonards – had died at the train station after being pushed, and an eyewitness claims to have seen Margaret there. Margaret denies being there, but faints in terror after the police inspector leaves.


    Mr Thornton encounters the same police inspector. He believes the man Margaret was with at the station was a lover, and though he is furious about this, he is determined to protect her from harm. As the magistrate that saw Leonards on his deathbed, he has the authority to close the case and does so.


    Margaret feels immense gratitude when she learns of Thornton’s actions, but also feels ashamed for having lied. The Hales receive word that Frederick is back in Spain, and that Henry Lennox may be able to build a case for him.


    THE DEATH OF BOUCHER


    Mr Hale and Margaret visit Nicholas, who is still out of work and furious at Boucher. As they talk, however, six men walk down the street carrying Boucher, who has committed suicide by drowning.


    Later, Nicholas arrives at the Hale residence to announce that he wishes to care for Boucher’s fatherless children, and Margaret suggests he ask Mr Thornton for work.


    Mr Thornton is quizzed by his mother about the young man Margaret was seen with at the station, and she discovers his belief that the man was Margaret’s lover. Having promised Mrs Hale she would care for Margaret, Mrs Thornton later approaches Margaret but upsets her with her accusations of indecency.


    Nicholas waits five hours for Mr Thornton, and upon finally seeing him and asking for work is rejected. Later, Margaret ruminates on Mrs Thornton’s accusations and wonders what to do. She visits the Boucher household, but leaves when Mr Thornton turns up to offer Nicholas work. Mr Thornton catches up to Margaret and tells her of his offer, announcing, too, that he is no longer in love with her, though it is clear this is untrue. 


    MR BELL’S VISIT


    Mr Hale’s friend Mr Bell comes to visit. He and Margaret get along well, but Mr Thornton, on a visit, dislikes the man. Mr Bell attempts to convince Mr Hale to come back to Oxford with him, but he refuses.


    As life drearily continues, Mr Hale begins to have trouble breathing, and when it is again suggested that he visit Oxford he agrees. While in Oxford, he passes away, and Mr Bell returns to Milton in order to care for Margaret.


    RETURN TO THE SOUTH 


    As Margaret silently grieves, Mr Bell arranges for Mrs Shaw to come to Milton. Mr Thornton drops by the house and invites Mr Bell to his home, where he is depressed by the news that Margaret will return to the south.


    Mr Bell is forced to leave Milton on business, but reveals to Margaret that his fortune will go to her when he dies. Mrs Shaw and Margaret leave Milton after saying their goodbyes, but Margaret is surprised upon feeling bored and listless when she returns to the south, and begins to miss elements of her former life.


    BACK TO HELSTONE


    Margaret and Mr Bell pay a visit to Helstone, but Margaret is saddened by the changes that have occurred there since she left. Later, she tells Mr Bell of the lie she told the police inspector, and asks him to tell the whole truth to Mr Thornton the next time the two meet.


    Dixon returns from Milton, bringing news that Mr Thornton’s business is suffering. Letters from Mr Bell also reveal he is unwell. Meanwhile, Margaret continues to find life in the south unsatisfying, and waits for news from Mr Bell. However, she soon receives word that he is on the brink of death, and before she arrives in Oxford with Captain Lennox, he has died.


    THE RISE AND FALL OF MR THORNTON


    Margaret has now become an heiress, and Henry Lennox begins doubling down on his efforts to win her affections. It becomes clear that he will be unable to help Frederick, though he assures Margaret that he is happy in Spain.


    Meanwhile in Milton, Mr Thornton is still struggling with his business but has become closer to Nicholas, altering his old views on the relationship between worker and employer. We learn that Margaret has become Mr Thornton’s landlord through her inheritance. His business fails and Henry Lennox brings him down south to discuss future business.


    After he arrives, Margaret proposes a business offer that will allow Mr Thornton to continue his work. During the same conversation, the two put aside their previous grievances and admit their love for one another. The novel ends as the two muse over how Mrs Shaw and Mrs Thornton will respond to the news.

  

OEBPS/Images/couv.jpg
tht
=Su

mmaries.com

North and South

BY ELIZABETH GASKELL





OEBPS/Images/BS-Promo1.jpg
o
wn
2
<
Z
<
X
o
0
(]

Shed new light
on your favorite books with

Bright

=Summaries.com

www.brightsummaries.com





