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For my daughters, Kaela and Alexandria and all future descendants of the planetary systems’ revolution.
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System Revolution (23/05/2021)

Heart strings connect us,

Human web of light vibrates,

Humming belonging.
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Machine world crumbles.

Overgrown ruins of wheels.

Carpeted with moss.
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What does it mean to be a Human being right now? How much sapiens do we have at our disposal? And when in seeking out wisdom, a guiding light, where do we turn? This is where we are right now, as a planetary species on the brink of something... and that something is truly awesome: cataclysm or transformation. My friend and fellow futurist-poet Phillip Daffara is asking these kinds of questions in this collection of poems. Here we find provocation, castigation and a delightful sprinkling of inspiration. His words wield powerful metaphors and cheeky wise cracks. Thus, he asks:


How many futures can you hold in your whole being?

Come on, he cajoles: Enliven yourself.



But how to realise regenerative futures when we are assailed almost daily with the grim evidence of our limited, savage cultures of violence and depredation? Hmm... so we need to consider this question: 


Are you ready to pull apart the threads?

Colour by colour,

Thought by thought,

Feeling by feeling. 



And yes, it hurts! All the white noise the gross chatter of social media and its false prophets. 


My brain filters consciousness into dense tweets.

Organic algorithms sorting status,

for the pleasure of filling the hiatus...



So, this collection unfolds offering both diagnosis and also glimpses of redemption. Yet they are not didactic, preachy artifices. Nope, they speak instead to our human need to map, reflect and explore alternatives.  

So Daffara ponders:


What if we grew our cities like great biomes?


No more Pompeii for future generations to marvel at:


Their ruins would confound archaeologists,

as urban jungles rot amongst the rhizomes,

All trace of buildings gone for future tourists.



No more voyeurism! Instead, we need a mirror to our own vulnerability. Our planetary crisis is that mirror and we a trying to find our way back home, feet on the ground and falling in love (again) with Mother Earth, darling Gaia. 

This book of poems is a gift. It invites us to explore our own relationship with possibility through a carefully, lovingly, curated sequence of poems. Good poems provoke and simultaneously pleasure. We live in a world that loves answers but really it is the questions we ask that matter. 




What is your gift to the Earth that birthed you here?

What subtle seeds patiently hope to be sown?



Marcus Bussey​[1]

November 20, 2024
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In an age of chaotic, complex, and contradictory global change – our post-normal times – poetry serves as both witness and catalyst. "Planetary Shifts" emerges from this crucible of transformation, offering a collection that maps the contours of humanity's greatest challenge: our relationship with Earth and our collective future.

These poems trace four fundamental shifts reshaping our world. First, they confront the stark reality of ecological crisis—from disappearing topsoil to climate change, from species extinction to pandemic disease. Yet rather than dwelling in despair, they push us toward the second shift: a transformation in human consciousness. This evolution in awareness moves us from seeing ourselves as Earth's controllers to understanding our role as Earth's conscious participants.

The third shift these poems explore is perhaps the most profound: our reconnection with Earth as a living, sacred presence. Drawing from both ancient wisdom and modern ecological understanding, these verses remind us that we are not separate from nature but are nature in human form. This recognition leads to the fourth shift: the possibility of regeneration. These poems envision new ways of living, building, and inter-being that could restore both planetary and human health.

Written over eight years of global upheaval (2016-2024), these poems range from structured Ottava Rimas to free verse, from haiku to narrative poetry. They move between warning and wonder, between critique and celebration, between mourning what we're losing and imagining what we might become. Some poems, like "Peak Soil" and "Atomic Apocalypse," confront our greatest fears. Others, like "Earth Pilgrim" and "Biodegradable City," sketch possibilities for a transformed future. Together, they weave a tapestry of human experience in a time of planetary change.

This collection speaks to anyone grappling with our current planetary predicament—activists and artists, scientists and seekers, teachers and students. It offers no easy answers but instead invites readers into a deeper conversation about how we might navigate this great turning in human history. These poems suggest that our planetary crisis is not just environmental but spiritual, not just political but personal, not just about survival but about transformation.

As you read these poems, you're invited to feel both the gravity of our moment and the possibilities it contains. For amid breakdown, breakthrough becomes possible. These verses remind us that we are living through not just a crisis, but the birth of new ways of thinking, feeling, and being on Earth.

Welcome to "Planetary Shifts," a poetic journey through the heart of our turbulent time. It forms Volume 1 of a Series: “Poems for Post-Normal Times”. Volume 2 covers “Personal Shifts” and Volume 3, “Design Shifts”. 



First Theme: The Ecological Crisis and Environmental Degradation
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1.0 Eight Billion Lives
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I feel an empty sadness in my body.

Doubt and nothingness buried in my chest.

Too hollow to describe to anybody.

The question comes like an uninvited guest.

Can our fragile Earth support everybody -

eight billion humans seeking to be blessed?

Only if we radically change within...

Our deep worldviews, with living systems akin.
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