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My husband hasn't touched me in four months.

Not a hand on my hip. Not a kiss that lasted longer than a peck. Not a single look that made me feel like he saw me as anything other than the woman who shared his last name and split the mortgage. Four months. I counted. I stopped counting after that because it started making me sick.

We used to be good. Or at least I thought we were. The kind of married that people looked at and said yeah, they'll make it. Twenty-two years. Two kids raised and shipped off to college. A house in Buckhead with a pool we never used and a master bedroom with a king-size bed that might as well have been two twins pushed together for how far apart we slept.

Richard was fifty-eight. Soft around the middle. Softer everywhere else. He'd been a good-looking man once — tall, broad-shouldered, the kind of guy who filled out a suit. Now he filled out his waistband and not much else. Spent his evenings in the recliner scrolling through his phone or watching bass fishing tournaments on YouTube. Bass fishing. That was his passion now. Not me. Fish.

Which is how I ended up here. Bellhaven Plantation Resort, Natchez, Mississippi. A "romantic getaway" — his words — built on the grounds of an antebellum plantation they'd converted into a luxury resort. Spanish moss hanging from the oaks. White columns. Wraparound porches. The whole Gone With The Wind fantasy, except the only wind in our marriage had died years ago.

The trip was supposed to fix things. That's what the therapist said. "Do something together. Reconnect." Richard heard "fishing trip." I heard "last chance."

We'd arrived the night before. Separate suitcases. He'd fallen asleep in his clothes watching his phone on the bed while I unpacked. Didn't even pull the covers down. Just lay there on top of the duvet like a sack of laundry someone had dropped off and forgotten about. I stood in the bathroom doorway for a full minute looking at him. His mouth was open. He was snoring. His belly rose and fell under his polo shirt.

This is my husband, I thought. This is the man I'm supposed to want.

I didn't cry. I was past crying about it. Crying is what you do when something surprises you. Nothing about Richard surprised me anymore.

The fishing charter was booked for two o'clock. Some guided thing on the river — a pontoon boat, rods provided, the whole package. Richard had been talking about it since we booked the trip. More excited about the catfish than the king bed. More animated about the bait shop than the couples' massage I'd suggested. I'd stopped suggesting things.

But I had one card left to play.

I'd bought it three weeks ago. A bikini — and I use that word loosely because calling it a bikini was like calling a Lamborghini a car. It was a two-piece but designed like lingerie. Sheer mesh panels along the sides of the bottoms. A top that was more bralette than swimwear — underwire, lace trim along the cups, a clasp in the back instead of a tie. Black. The kind of thing you'd see on a woman half my age in a magazine and think she's brave for wearing that.

I was forty-seven. I didn't have the body I had at twenty-five. My stomach wasn't flat. My thighs touched. I had lines around my eyes and my tits had settled lower than where they'd started. But I looked good. I knew I looked good. I ran four days a week. I watched what I ate. I had hips and an ass and a waist that still curved in the right places. Men looked at me. At the grocery store, at the gym, at restaurants — men looked. Just not my husband.

I put it on after my shower. Took my time. Did my makeup. Nothing over the top — just enough to make my eyes pop, a little gloss on my lips. Rubbed lotion into my legs until they shone. Spritzed perfume on my wrists, behind my ears, between my breasts. I looked at myself in the full-length mirror on the back of the bathroom door.

Damn, Karen.

The bikini fit like it was sewn onto me. The mesh panels showed the curve of my hips without showing everything. The top lifted and held me in a way that made my chest look full, round, deliberate. I looked like a
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