

1

 A GUIDE’S STORY: MAGNET FOR MISADVENTURE


In passing through this region, one should never wander from his guide, for it does not require more than a mile’s aberration sometimes to lose one effectually.

—J. T. Headley, The Adirondack: Or, Life in the Woods (1849)

Many stories are told indicating his coolness in times of danger, and his skill and daring as a hunter. An account of his perilous adventures would fill a large volume.

—Seneca Ray Stoddard, Old Times in the Adirondacks: The Narrative of a Trip into the Wilderness in 1873 (1971). Courtesy of North Country Books Inc., Utica, NY



In the long, distinguished, and often colorful, history of Adirondack guides, a select few men and their exploits have withstood the test of time and become legends of Adirondack lore. Some, like Orson “Old Mountain” Phelps, are remembered for their passion for climbing mountains. All were highly regarded for their prowess in the wilds; for their expertise as guides and hunters, and in all things outdoor-related; and for the character of their personalities.

And then there was John Cheney. Perhaps no Adirondack guide attracted a more disproportionate share of misadventure, and certainly no other guide handled such situations with more grace under pressure than he. Historian Alfred Donaldson wrote that Cheney was of “the type that could face daily the primitive hardships and dangers of the woods, and yet survive. Surprise, agitation, fear were virtually unknown [to him]. [He] looked upon dangers and emergencies not as detached possibilities but as the woof and web of every hour …. For [him] the unseen was never the unexpected, and [he] reacted to it as normally as other men do to the commonplace.”

His reputation made Cheney one of the most sought-after guides in the Adirondacks, and at one point or another, he guided many of the most prominent adventurers and writers of the period, including Ebenezer Emmons, J. T. Headley, and Seneca Ray Stoddard, to name a select few. Whether it was guiding high-profile clientele, heading out solo through the backcountry, or hunting for subsistence or for the market, the Adirondack wilderness was where Cheney felt most at home. “To him a good time meant a tramp through the woods,” one unidentified friend remarked. Cheney himself admitted: “Even from childhood, I was so in love with the woods that I not only neglected school, but was constantly borrowing a gun, or stealing the one belonging to my father ….”

Cheney was born in New Hampshire on June 26, 1800, and spent the first thirty years of life dividing his time between there and Ticonderoga, New York, between northern Lake George and southern Lake Champlain. Then, wrote Cheney’s wife, “finding that game was growing scarce, he shouldered his rifle, and calling his faithful dog, set out for the then almost unknown wilderness.” The move took Cheney and his family to the vicinity of Adirondac, a mining village directly southeast of the High Peaks region. There, he became an instant part of Adirondack history when he guided the Emmons-Redfield party to the top of Mount Marcy during the first ascent of the mountain in 1837. In the years that followed, misadventure would be Cheney’s most loyal companion.

“I’ve always had a great love for the woods and a hunter’s life ever since I could carry a gun,” he wrote to Seneca Ray Stoddard in 1873. “And have had a great many narrow escapes from being torn to pieces by bears, panthers, wolves and moose, and many a time have had to put a tree between myself and an enraged bull moose.” Cheney wasn’t kidding.

On one memorable occasion, a pair of bull moose attacked Cheney, the “saplings snapping under their charge.” As they advanced, Cheney stepped behind a large tree to take cover and, waiting for them to roar past, fired a shot that went clear through one moose and lodged in the other, felling both with a single shot. In another instance, Cheney was out in the woods when he was caught in a gale, with large trees crashing down all around him. Another near-miss occurred while camped out with John McIntyre, son of the McIntyre Iron Works owner, Archibald McIntyre. The duo heard the sound of animals during the night, and waking, Cheney got up to investigate. McIntyre carelessly opened fire, just missing Cheney.

Such bite-sized anecdotes are just the tip of the iceberg in the life of John Cheney. His most harrowing tales and closest calls have become the stuff of legend, extensively retold in his letters to friends, in nineteenth-century magazine articles, and in the writings of the people he guided.



WOLVES

During one winter, Cheney unexpectedly came upon a wolf. She was floundering in deep snow and ravenous with hunger. Eyeing Cheney, the wolf became aggressive. Fearing for his safety, he raised a rifle that he carried on this occasion and fired. But almost simultaneously, the wolf sprang at Cheney and the bullet missed its mark. It struck the wolf, injuring it, but not seriously, which only angered it more.

Left with little more than an empty rifle, Cheney engaged the wolf in hand-to-hand combat. He clubbed the wolf’s head repeatedly with the butt of the rifle’s stock, shattering it into pieces, yet amazingly, the wolf seemed entirely unfazed by the blows. Cheney switched tactics and grasped the metal barrel of the rifle like a baseball bat, taking great swings at his attacker. It had an improved effect until the wolf seized the iron with her teeth, nearly tearing the rifle from Cheney’s grip.

In the course of fighting at such close range, the wolf stepped on Cheney’s snowshoes and he fell over, losing any advantage or equal footing he had maintained up until that point. Realizing that the momentum had shifted to the wolf’s advantage, Cheney called out for his dogs, which were somewhere in the forest nearby. After what must have seemed like an eternity, the first dog—a young hound—came into view, and just as quickly retreated into the forest with his tail between his legs.

Fortunately, his second (and clearly, braver) dog arrived a moment later and came to its master’s aid. The dog attacked the wolf, sinking its teeth into the wolf’s jawbone and tearing it away from Cheney. Taking advantage of this momentary reprieve, Cheney regained his feet, and with a well-directed blow of the rifle, crushed the wolf’s skull and ended the ordeal.





GUNS

As Cheney became a more seasoned outdoorsman, and thanks in part to his wolf encounter, he lost his taste for a rifle, finding the weapon “unhandy,” and instead opted for a custom-built pistol. The simple gun was unadorned but highly accurate and reliable, with a birch root stock and an 11-inch-long barrel. It weighed nearly 3 pounds, and fired a half-ounce ball (or roughly, forty bullets to the pound).

In 1849, a writer for the Spirit of the Times asked Cheney how far he could shoot with the pistol. “Twelve rods [1 rod = 16.5 feet], with a sure chance of bringing my game to the ground; but I have killed deer much farther,” he replied. “And, a pistol is a very bad thing to shoot with on the jump, and when I do bring down game with it on the jump, I feel as if I had done something.” It was one of Cheney’s most prized possessions, and the only weapon he used for many years, always carrying it on his person in a leather holster.

Looking at the gun with a glance of affection during that interview, Cheney mused: “That pistol has killed 22 moose, and how many deer I certainly could not tell you.” Ironically, it was while hunting for deer with that pistol that Cheney survived one of his most notable misadventures.

He was in a canoe, paddling after a large buck swimming across a lake (later named Cheney Lake in honor of this very misadventure). “I was pressing hard upon the animal,” he wrote, when “my pistol slipped under me in some queer way and went off.” The ball struck Cheney halfway between his knee and his ankle, and came out just below the knee. “But being 14 miles from any habitation and alone,” he continued, “I only stopped long enough to see what harm it had done.”


Having inspected his wound, Cheney grabbed the oars again and resumed rowing after the buck. “The thought struck me,” he wrote, “that I may need that deer now more than ever.” He succeeded in catching up with the deer, made “short work” of killing it, took it ashore, dressed the carcass, and hung it up. Cheney soon realized, however, that he didn’t have time to wait in the backcountry. His boot had filled with blood and his ankle was in extreme pain.

Ever the resourceful woodsman, Cheney cut two “crotched sticks” and used them as crutches, taking eight hours to extricate himself from the wilderness. “I only stopped to sit down once, it was so hard to start again,” Cheney wrote in the conclusion to an 1873 letter relating the story to S. R. Stoddard. “I succeeded in walking 14 miles to my house where I was confined to my bed from October until April. My leg got entirely well, and is now as good as ever.”

A short time after Cheney’s recovery, however, he was present at the tragic scene of another pistol-related mishap. It was September 1845, and Cheney was one of the guides leading a party of men from the McIntyre Iron Works. The Works’ supply of water had become inadequate, especially during times of dry weather, and the party’s goal was to investigate the feasibility of combining two branches of the Hudson River where they were only a few miles apart.

Daniel Taylor, the company’s engineer, assembled a fiveman party that, in addition to himself and Cheney, included David Henderson (an important Iron Works business partner and the man who named Cheney Lake in honor of the namesake’s incredible tale of survival), Henderson’s ten-year-old son, Archie, and Tony Snyder, another guide. The team set off into the wilderness prepared to spend the night, and soon came to a small unnamed pond a short distance southwest of Flowed Lands and Lake Colden, known simply as “the duck hole.”

Exactly what happened next (and how) is not entirely clear, as a variety of accounts exist, but one thing is certain: As David Henderson set his backpack down upon a rock, a pistol contained within whose hammer had been left cocked struck the rock and fired, mortally wounding him. The other members of the party rushed to his aid. “What an accident, and in such a place!” Henderson proclaimed. “This is a horrible place for a man to die.” Calling his son Archie to his side, Henderson added: “Be a good boy, and give my love to your mother.” Fifteen minutes later, he was dead.

Snyder hurried to the nearest village to get help, and later returned with a crew of men that would carry Henderson’s body out of the wilderness. Along the way, they cut back trees and shrubs to allow the passage of the corpse, which had to be carried 30 miles to the closest passable road. That widened path became the standard “tourist” route up Mount Marcy in the years immediately following. In fact, just one year later, in 1846, Cheney guided writer J. T. Headley up Marcy via that very route. As they approached the site of the accident, Cheney pointed to a log alongside the trail. “There,” he said, “I sat all night and held Mr. Henderson’s little son in my arms. It was a dreadful night.”

Today, the “duck hole” bears the name Calamity Pond; the stream flowing into it, Calamity Brook; and the mountain looming over it, Calamity Mountain … all in memory of the tragic misadventure that played out there more than 160 years ago.





PANTHERS

No Adirondack beast ever struck fear in the hearts of men more than the panther. It was elusive, stealthy, and predatory. Cheney, likewise, was sufficiently startled when he stumbled upon a panther crouched in a tree, peering down at him. The feline, Cheney realized, was in a position to pounce, and well within range to do so. “I asked him how he felt when he saw the animal crouching so near,” Headley recounted. “ ‘I felt,’ Cheney said coolly, ‘as if I should kill him.’ ”

But such superficial calm belied the nerves within. Cheney admitted to friend George Shaw that his hair stood on end and that he felt the perspiration start on his face. He pulled out his faithful pistol and fired at the panther, which fell from the tree. Not knowing whether the panther would attack or not, Cheney readied himself for a fight to the death. He stamped down the snow around him, fashioned a club from a cut piece of wood, and fired several additional shots from behind a tree.

It all proved unnecessary. The initial shot had killed the panther, which never stirred after falling from the limbs of the tree. Later that same day, thanks to colder-than-expected temperatures and less than sufficient clothing and supplies, Cheney supposedly had to shoot a moose and spend the night sleeping inside the gutted hide to keep warm.

The veracity of that assertion aside, Cheney was known for heading into the Adirondack wilds classically ill-equipped, at least by conventional standards. The only three things Cheney could be assured of bringing along were his dog at his side, his pistol in its holster, and an ax on his back. Anything more was considered sheer luxury. Fittingly, every Cheney-guided expedition started with the same simple questions: Have you the pork? Have you the sugar and tea? Have you the spyglass and matches? Then let us be off!





BEARS

On yet another occasion, Cheney was out hunting, wearing snowshoes, when he broke through the snow and his leg plunged into the cavity created beneath the roots of an overturned tree. Unluckily for Cheney, the feet of snow that had fallen over the cavity created a well-insulated hollow that had been chosen as the winter hibernation den of a bear.

The thrust of Cheney’s leg woke the bear, which burst out through the snow with a growl that sent Cheney reeling backward. Unfortunately, earlier in the day Cheney had given his knife to a hunting companion who had gone ahead to the other side of the mountain where they planned to meet up later in the day. This left Cheney with only his pistol.

With the bear closing in fast, Cheney leveled the pistol, aimed between the bear’s eyes, and pulled the trigger. The cap exploded but somehow failed to discharge the gun. With no time to reload, Cheney gripped the pistol by the muzzle and struck at the bear’s head, but the bear swatted the pistol with its paw, sending the gun flying 10 yards away. The two tangled together and tumbled down into the snow.

Cheney was clearly in a perilous and losing situation until his faithful dog, Buck, again came to his aid. Buck bit at the bear from behind, causing the bear to turn and fight the dog, and in doing so, to let go of Cheney. Cheney scrambled to his feet, located his pistol sticking out of the snow, loaded a fresh cap, and tightened his snowshoes, which had loosened in the course of battle.

Meanwhile, Buck and the bear were locked together in a grueling fight, but the bear eventually overpowered the much smaller dog and shook him off. Buck was badly hurt, “torn all to pieces,” in Cheney’s words. Yet still, Buck had some fight left in him, and together with Cheney, the two pursued the bear, Buck leaving tracks of blood in the snow as they went.

When they came within range, Cheney called Buck to a halt and took aim at the bear’s head, hoping to kill the beast with a single shot through the brain. His first shot hit low, tearing off the bear’s jaw but leaving him more than capable of fighting. Cheney reloaded and fired a second time, again striking the bear, but it still would not go down. Finally, after a third shot, the bear fell for good and Cheney and Buck were out of danger.

Cheney carried Buck out of the woods and nursed him back to health, but the dog was never the same. “That fight broke him down,” Cheney said. Nevertheless, Cheney held Buck in the highest regard. “You may not believe it, but I have seen a good many men who were not half as sensible as that very dog. Buck is now four years old, and though he’s helped me to kill several hundred deer, he never lost one for me yet …. Buck is of great use to me, when I am off hunting, in more ways than one,” he wrote. “If I happen to be lost in a snowstorm, which is sometimes the case, I only have to tell him to go home, and if I follow his tracks I am sure to come out in safety; and when sleeping in the woods at night, I never have any other pillow than Buck’s body.”




THE LATER YEARS

As Cheney grew on in years, he lost none of his passion for the outdoors, or his propensity for stumbling into misadventure. In 1875, at the age of seventy-five, Cheney managed to tangle with yet another bear. This one managed to take a chunk out of Cheney’s abdomen with a swipe of its paw, and bit him badly on the arm and leg, and yet Cheney came out on top, killing the bear and ending up none the worse for wear, save for a few wounds that were still healing when his wife wrote of the incident in a letter to Forest and Stream on July 16. She was rightfully proud of John in his later years, boasting in 1873 that he “can run in the woods now and beat most any of ’em [younger men] when he feels like it.”

By the time Cheney passed away in Newcomb in 1887, he had amassed a staggering tally of animals hunted and killed during his lifetime in the Adirondacks (especially considering that he never hunted on Sundays): 600 deer, 400 marten, 30 otter, 27 bears, 22 moose, 7 lynx, 6 wolves, 1 panther, and 1 beaver.

Such incredible numbers may surprise, shock, or even horrify and anger readers in today’s conservation-minded era. But Cheney, too, had developed his own hunting and conservation ethic over the years. He supported “ethical” hunting that gave game a sporting chance, and spoke out against methods that didn’t offer game a reasonable chance of escape. He respected the animals he hunted, none more so than the deer. “There isn’t a creature in this whole wilderness that I think so much of as a deer,” he wrote. “They are so beautiful, with their bright eyes, graceful necks, and sinewy legs …. I wish I could get my living without killing this beautiful animal!” And finally, he had a deep appreciation for the Adirondack wilderness that he called home. The beauty of the natural landscape and his connection to it are things he valued until he left this world.
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 A CARNEGIE HERO’S RESCUE ON LAKE CHAMPLAIN


What lies behind us, and what lies before us, are tiny matters compared to what lies within us.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson



On Friday, February 11, 1927, twelve men walked out onto the ice of Lake Champlain destined for a series of ice-fishing shanties—small, movable wood-frame buildings 8 feet square—where they would spend the weekend angling for landlocked salmon, lake and brown trout, northern pike, yellow and white perch, crappie, and smelt—or at the very least, whatever would bite on the bait at the end of their lines. They hailed from Willsboro, a small rural town on New York’s western shore of the lake across from Burlington, Vermont. First settled in 1765 on the Boquet River north of Essex, Willsboro was a tight-knit community intimately connected to the lake on its doorstep.

Cradled between New York’s Adirondack Mountains and Vermont’s Green Mountains, Lake Champlain is a freshwater jewel 120 miles long along its north-south axis, and up to 12 miles wide. Its 435 square miles of lake reach depths of up to 400 feet, hugged by 587 miles of shoreline. Sometime in early December, ice-fishing season opens in the northern reaches of the lake where the water freezes in the protected coves and bays. The fishermen follow the ice line, where the fishing is best, slowly marching farther and farther into the open waters of the lake. And by mid-February, on average, the lake has frozen over entirely at its widest point.

Fishermen have been lured out onto the waters of Champlain for centuries, but in winter the lake becomes a harsh and dangerous landscape of windswept snow and ice that threatens hardy ice fishermen. “It freezes late in winter, and even when it seems solid, the ice can be treacherous,” wrote Martha Wardenburg in 1977, a part-time resident of Willsboro during the 1920s. “It is incredibly beautiful on a brilliant day in winter … but those who live along those shores are wary of her charms and treat Lake Champlain with great respect.”

Champlain has more than once demonstrated her capacity to claim lives. In early March 1936, Abel Duso, from Keeseville, attempted to walk across the frozen lake from New York to Vermont to visit his brother in Burlington. Six miles from shore, and 2 miles beyond Four Brothers Island, Duso slipped on the ice, fell, and injured himself so that he could not move. He died of exposure two hours later. Searchers found his body lying half-buried in a snowdrift with his suitcase resting nearby.

One year later, in February 1937, a fifty-three-year-old father and his ten- and nine-year-old sons went ice fishing in a shanty on North Harbor in Westport Bay, several miles north of Westport village. Locals considered the area especially dangerous due to strong currents and deep water. Returning from a day of fishing, the three were walking back to shore when they broke through the ice and slipped beneath the icy waters several hundred yards out from the beach. All three perished, and only the father’s body was later recovered.


But the twelve men walking out onto the frozen lake that Friday in 1927 had no such worries on their minds. The ice was thick—6 to 8 inches near shore, and at least 3 inches thick farther out. The temperature was 10 degrees above zero Fahrenheit. Their only concern was making it to their destination—the relative comfort and shelter of their shanties, which were located a mile offshore from Cedar Point, and about a mile and half north of the town of Essex.

Earlier that day, Martha Wardenburg arrived in Willsboro just before dawn. For much of the year she lived in Wilmington, Delaware, with her father and mother, but would occasionally come up north to visit her father’s farm on the western shore of Lake Champlain. George and Maud Hathaway looked after the farm and lived permanently in the north wing of the large farmhouse, the only section heated in winter by the furnace. Their nineteen-year-old son, Winifred “Waiter,” had quit school two years earlier in February 1925 to work, but days before Martha’s arrival, he was laid off from the paper mill where he earned $80 per month. His father immediately put him to work on the farm, making full use of Winifred’s 5-foot-5, 124-pound body.

After settling in to her room in the south wing of the farmhouse, Martha decided she would like to see her family’s summer cottages in the snow. Together, she and Winifred walked to the cottages on a bluff above the lake. From their elevated


































2020 AFTERWORD

More than a decade has passed since the original publication of At the Mercy of the Mountains in 2008. Some things haven’t changed: The Adirondacks remain New York’s playground. An estimated 12.6 million people visited the region in 2018—251,000 more than in 2017, which in turn saw 460,000 more visitors than 2016. Not surprisingly, outdoor recreation is the number one reason drawing people to the Park.

But other things have changed. Notably, backcountry use has risen sharply. For example, between the 1970s and today, the number of hikers using the Adirondack Mountain Club’s Heart Lake property to access Marcy Dam has grown from 20,000 to 100,000; likewise, use of the Ausable Club’s Adirondack Mountain Reserve property to access the wilderness has increased fivefold from 5,000 to more than 27,000 annually.

All of this visitation has introduced new challenges, from mitigating overuse of sensitive wilderness to managing overcrowded trailhead parking. It has also kept the New York State Forest Rangers and the region’s search-and-rescue teams as busy as ever.

During the period 2007–2010 spanning this book’s publication, the total number of search, rescue, and recovery operations conducted by the Forest Rangers hovered in the range of 210 to 245 per year. Those statistics have been climbing. And since 2015, the numbers have been fully 50 percent higher, never dipping below 335 and peaking at 357 in 2016. That’s an average of nearly one per day.

Even as I write these words, the year 2019 and the recent first weeks of 2020 demonstrate that Adirondack misadventure is an equal opportunity employer: Rescued people include an injured climber at Chapel Pond Slabs, lost hunters, lost and injured hikers—some requiring helicopter extraction—with all manner of conditions ranging from fatigue and heat stress to broken legs and dislocated ankles, and a backcountry skier partially buried, but thankfully uninjured, in an avalanche.

Over the past twelve years, I’ve received notes from a number of readers. Some have expressed appreciation for the book’s stories. Some have confessed a newfound, deeper respect for the Adirondacks, which translates into greater mindfulness and caution when planning their own adventures there. One person was even inspired to join a SAR team and later formed his own.

At the time that I researched and wrote the book, some of its more-recent stories were still raw and intensely emotional for the survivors and rescuers I interviewed. My appreciation for their openness and willingness to share has only grown.

We are a tribe. We are a part—not only of that grand community of people who share a love of the mountains—but of that close-knit community for whom the Adirondack Mountains in particular ignite our passions and quicken our collective pulse. Though I no longer live in New York State and no longer serve on a mountain search-and-rescue team, mountain adventure continues to fuel my soul. And my years spent in the Adirondacks continue to inform my perspective.

I think it is an inescapable reality that for those of us who choose to live a life in the mountains, some degree of misadventure always lurks just around the next bend in the trail. For me, that has meant a close call in avalanche-prone terrain, dodging an electrical storm on an exposed mountain ridgeline, and a near miss with rockfall. It has caused me to recalibrate my personal, acceptable level of risk in the mountains after the arrival of my children.

It has reaffirmed that the fine line between adventure and misadventure boils down to a simple formula: preparedness, decision-making, and some degree of luck. My hope and wish is that you fully embrace the first two, and that the third always errs in your favor.

But equally, it has reconfirmed for me that if you are a mountain person, nothing sparks joy like the thrill of standing on a high summit or along the shores of a quiet lake. At the Mercy of the Mountains is a cautionary tale, but one that shouldn’t overshadow all the “light” that mountains near and far have to offer us.

—Peter Bronski, February 2020




TIME LINE OF MISADVENTURES AND SEARCH AND RESCUES COVERED IN THIS BOOK




	1800-1887
	Adirondack guide John Cheney lived and died



	1850
	Mount Colden’s Trap Dike first climbed by Robert Clarke and Alexander Ralph



	1927 February
	Winifred Hathaway saves six men stranded on an ice floe on Lake Champlain



	1933 August
	Three Boy Scouts—Tyler Gray, Bob Glenn, and Bill Ladue—were rescued after being stranded on the Wallface Cliff



	1934 December
	Ernest Dyer, Dale Dyer, J. H. Brown, and P. D. Hambrook are all rescued alive after surviving their plane’s crash in the Adirondack wilderness during an ice storm



	1935 Winter
	Jim Goodwin and Ed Stanley complete first winter ascent of Mount Colden’s Trap Dike



	1936 March
	Abel Duso froze to death while crossing Lake Champlain from New York to Vermont



	1937 February
	A father and his two sons died when they broke through the ice of Lake Champlain returning from a day of fishing



	1938 July
	Maria Gersen is rescued after becoming stranded on cliffs above Chapel Pond



	1942 Summer
	Young teen disappears in Adirondack wilds; discovered alive after five days of subsisting on berries



	1942 December
	Charles Donnelly sustains serious injuries after falling off a short cliff near the summit of Whiteface Mountain



	1951 August
	E. E Crumley disappears while on a fishing and camping trip; his remains accidentally discovered more than six years later by members of original search party



	1954 Fall
	Hunter treks 20 miles through woods to get out of wilderness after becoming separated from his group and lost



	1961 Summer
	Eight-year-old Douglass Legg walks away from his family’s estate and disappears in the Adirondack wilderness; he is never found



	1970s
	A tough decade for airplane crashes throughout the Adirondacks, including six major accidents



	1971 Fall
	George Bombardier disappears in Adirondacks while on a hunting trip



	1972 June
	Patrick Griffin dies while attempting to scale the forty-six High Peaks in five days with partner Chris Beattie



	1973 March
	George Atkinson Jr. disappears on Mount Marcy; his remains are found more than three years later during the search for Steven Thomas



	1975 March
	Peter Gough, Anthony Patane, and Ken Martin survive being avalanched down the Chapel Pond Slab ice climbing route



	1976 April
	Steven Thomas disappears near Mount Marcy after walking away from the lean-to where his friends were located



	1977 August
	William Mollet died after taking a serious fall while climbing Wallface Cliff



	1977 October
	Jim DeGaetano and Bob Henry survive an unsuccessful attempt to run the Hudson River Gorge in a canoe



	1983 July
	Lee Fowler and Andrew Metz died after their belay system failed and they took a groundfall while climbing Wallface Cliff



	1983 Fall
	St. Lawrence University begins Peak Weekend, in which students attempt to collectively summit all forty-six High Peaks on a single day



	1987 March
	Paul Junique and Jean Grenon are avalanched down Mount Colden’s Trap Dike and survive, with injuries



	1988 January
	An ice climber from Long Island, New York, is paralyzed after taking a serious fall while climbing Multiplication Gully in Wilmington Notch



	1989 March
	Linda Hepburn dies after slipping and falling on the slides above Mount Colden’s Trap Dike



	1990 June
	David Boomhower disappears near Cedar River Flow on Northville-Placid Trail; his body discovered in October by hunters



	1991 June
	Robert Mahar fell to his death after slipping off a ledge on Rogers Rock above Lake George



	1991 June
	Jason Chicoine died after falling while attempting to scramble to the top of Roaring Brook Falls



	1993 October
	Thomas Carleton disappears in the High Peaks after parking his car at Adirondak Loj trailhead; some of his equipment found years later, but he remains missing



	1995 July
	Microburst storm catches hundreds of hikers and campers by surprise; blows down hundreds of thousands of acres of forest



	1996 February
	One ice climber is left stranded in Chouinard’s Gully above Chapel Pond after his partner dies rappelling off the end of their ropes



	1996 August
	Bill and Mary Black crash into the Sawtooth Mountain Range after experiencing difficulty with their airplane; both survive



	1998 January
	Four college friends are caught by rising waters due to an ice jam on the Opalescent River during a terrible ice storm



	1999 October
	Middlebury College attempts to have students, faculty, staff, and alumni summit the forty-six High Peaks in honor of bicentennial; plans thwarted by blowdown from Hurricane Floyd earlier in the year



	2000 February
	Six backcountry skiers involved in a rare avalanche on Wright Peak; one skier dies



	2001 March
	Two pair of winter campers caught in third worst snowstorm in Adirondack history; all survive



	2001 June
	Day hikers struck by lightning near summit of Algonquin Peak; almost simultaneously, Rev. Philip Keane also struck by lightning descending from summit of Vermont’s Mount Mansfield



	2002 February
	A Canadian ice climber dies when a large section of ice pulls off the Poke-o-Moonshine ice climb, Positive Thinking



	2002June
	Ted "Cave Dog" Kaizer sets new High Peaks speed record by climbing all forty-six mountains in less than four days



	2002 November
	Arthur Birchmeyer disappears in Moose River Plains Wild Forest while on solo hunting trip; discovered dead



	2003 November
	Canoeist Carl Skalak rescued twice after using Personal Locator Beacon while facing difficult conditions at Alder Bed Flow



	2004 Summer
	Two pairs of hikers get stranded on steep slabs above Mount Colden’s Trap Dike and require rescue



	2004 December
	Fred Vishnevsky and Alan Glick self-rescue after Glick slips and falls on slide above Mount Colden’s Trap Dike
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