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  New Jersey


  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date


  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:


  editorial@GlobePequot.com


  Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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  Introduction


  Home to the Lenni Lenape Indians starting about 10,000 years ago, New Jersey has a soulful history and rustic charm that often goes unnoticed by outsiders. Back when the small Lenape families lived together on the land, the men would hunt or fish for clams on the Jersey shore, while the women worked the gardens tending to vegetables, such as squash, sweet potatoes, and maize. In 1604, Henry Hudson claimed the land, which he named New Netherlands, for the Dutch, who lost it all to the British in 1664. Having played a vital role in the Revolutionary War with 100 battles waged on its land, including the legendary Battle of Trenton, New Jersey was the third state to ratify the US Constitution in 1787 and the first to sign the Bill of Rights (1789). Today the legacy of the state’s first settlers lives on in the state’s corn, which is still the sweetest you will ever taste, and its shore, which produces great riches every summer. And its eight million residents are as feisty as the colonials who fought for freedom and ultimately beat the British at their own game.


  This book is broken down by county, from the northern part of the state neighboring Manhattan to the southern end, adjacent to Philadelphia. While each county is distinct in its own right, each borrows a bit from the cities that touch it, and you’ll notice those influences throughout the book. Each entry includes an address, telephone number, website (if available), and description. Where possible, hours, prices, and directions have been added to the entry. Things change from time to time, so you should call ahead to confirm operating hours and prices. While there are suggested age ranges, you know your child best and can determine whether a site is appropriate for him or her.


  Exploration of New Jersey—from its rich history to its lush land—can serve as an engaging education for both your children and you. But traveling with kids requires some planning on the part of parents. Maps at the start of each chapter can act as a guide for you, but they should not replace more complete maps you can use for charting your travels and finding your way.


  New Jersey has evolved in many ways since the Lenape dominated. While famous New Jerseyans—from Bruce Springsteen to Jon Bon Jovi—have literally sung the state’s praises, there have been many others giving New Jersey a bad rap. Woody Allen has referred to the state as a “primitive wasteland,” and Andy Warhol suggested that the New Jersey state bird was a mosquito. Then, there’s all that Gym Tan Laundry (GTL) nonsense and negative references to the state’s large Italian-American population. You will forget all that as you travel through New Jersey. Take note of the sparkling George Washington Bridge in the evening or the soft sand between your toes as you walk on Sandy Hook’s beach or the majesty of the pumpkin patches at one of Jersey’s farms or the ringing of Atlantic City’s slot machines. Share the wonders of a state that few know to treasure or love with your kids—and see for yourself how wild and brilliant New Jersey really is.


  ATTRACTION, RESTAURANT & ACCOMMODATION FEES


  In the “Where to Eat” and “Where to Stay” sections, dollar signs indicate general price ranges. For meals, the prices are for individual adult entrees. For accommodations, the rates are for a double room, for a family of four, with no meals, unless otherwise indicated; rates for lodging may be higher during peak vacation seasons and holidays. Always inquire about family and group rates and package deals that may include amusement park tickets, discounts for area attractions, and tickets for concerts and other performing arts events.


  Because admission fees change frequently, this book offers a general idea of the prices charged by each attraction.


  Rates for Attractions


  
    
      	$

      	less than $5
    


    
      	$$

      	$5 to $10
    


    
      	$$$

      	$10 to $20
    


    
      	$$$$

      	more than $20
    

  


  Rates for Restaurants


  
    
      	$

      	most entrees under $10
    


    
      	$$

      	$10 to $15
    


    
      	$$$

      	$15 to $20
    


    
      	$$$$

      	most more than $20
    

  


  Rates for Accommodations


  
    
      	$

      	less than $100
    


    
      	$$

      	$100 to $150
    


    
      	$$$

      	$150 to $200
    


    
      	$$$$

      	more than $200
    

  


  Attractions Key


  The following is a key to the icons found throughout the text.


  
    
      	SWIMMING
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      	BOATING/BOAT TOUR
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      	HISTORIC SITE
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      	HIKING / WALKING
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      	FISHING
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      	BIKING
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      	AMUSEMENT PARK
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      	HORSEBACK RIDING
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      	SKIING / WINTER SPORTS
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      	PARK
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      	ANIMAL VIEWING

      	[image: frn_fig_014.png]
   

 


  
    
      	FOOD
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      	LODGING
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      	CAMPING
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      	MUSEUM
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      	PERFORMING ARTS
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      	SPORTS / ATHLETICS
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      	PICNICKING
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      	PLAYGROUND
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      	SHOPPING
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      	PLANTS / GARDENS / NATURE TRAILS
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      	FARM
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      	HANDS-ON / CRAFTS
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    Northern New Jersey
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  Passaic County


  


  Passaic County, with a population of 501,226, is in the upper northeastern portion of New Jersey, and it has a dual personality. It is both industrial mecca and nature lover’s paradise. Having an extraordinary history, the county dates back to 1837; its name has Native American origins and means “valley.” The 16 towns that make up Passaic County include Clifton, Pompton Lakes, Wayne, Little Falls, Ringwood, and West Milford. The county’s largest city and its seat, Paterson, is home to the Great Falls, which was recently named a national historic park. If you and your family want to learn about New Jersey’s role in industry while still enjoying parks and fresh air, then Passaic County should be on your itinerary.
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  Clifton Arts Center and Sculpture Park (all ages)


  


  Clifton Municipal Complex, 900 Clifton Ave., Clifton; (973) 472-5499; cliftonnj.org/content/clifton-arts-center-and-sculpture-park.html. Open year-round, but you should check the calendar because it is closed between art shows. $.


  The Clifton Arts Center is special not only for its contents but also for its home. Housed in barns built in the early 20th century that were once the US Animal Quarantine Station, it is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Today, the 2 barns are attached by an atrium. The Clifton Arts Center offers visitors the chance to check out visual arts exhibits. There are 6 art shows per year that each last 6 weeks. Professional artists, high school students, and even doctors have shared their work at the center. Sometimes, the center hosts fund-raisers, which have included a jazz concert, opera performance, and meet-and-greet with a book author. In the summer, children can partake in a 1-week arts camp. There are sometimes art workshops, too. The highlight of the sculpture garden, which showcases the work of 30 contemporary sculptors, is the One City One Nation piece, which is a hallmark of Clifton because it honors the city’s identity as a melting pot.
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  Garret Mountain Reservation (all ages)


  


  311 Pennsylvania Ave., Paterson; (973) 881-4832; passaiccountynj.org. Open year-round from sunrise to sunset. Admission is free.


  Located 500 feet above sea level, Garret Mountain Reservation might be most notable for the views of New York City and northern New Jersey that visitors can take in. You can hike, ride horses (there’s an equestrian center), play sports (there’s a cricket field and basketball court), fish, picnic, or cross-country ski. There’s also a veteran’s memorial on-site.


  The highlight of Garret Mountain Reservation, however, is Lambert Castle, home of Catholina Lambert, a Brit who worked the mills in England and moved to the US for a shot at the American dream. While here, Lambert got into the silk business and ran the successful Dexter, Lambert and Company. He also married a socialite and indeed reached his goals. He had Lambert Castle built in Paterson to fulfill a childhood fantasy he had about having a home like the castles he would pass in England on his way to the mills. Although the Lamberts faced tragedies—many children who passed away and bankruptcy at the end of Catholina’s life—the castle remained in the family until Catholina passed away. Then his son sold it to the city, which gathered historical items that now fill the house. A visit to the house gives you the chance to learn about the silk industry’s past and the history of Paterson. Although the grounds are open everyday, the museum is open only Wed through Sun from noon to 4 p.m.


  The castle isn’t the only exciting site to see on the reservation. At Rifle Camp Park, families enjoy what has been called “the best view of New York City in the world.” A small nature museum and observatory are highlights. Nature trails and picnic areas round out the park’s offerings. Word is that you are sure to spot a deer or two feeding in the meadow.
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  Great Falls Park (all ages)


  


  McBride Avenue Extension and Spruce Street, Paterson; (973) 279-9587; nps.gov/pagr. Open year-round. Free to the public.


  The city of Paterson is known as the “cradle of American industry,” largely thanks to the Great Falls, a 77-foot waterfall that is the second largest on the East Coast and among the largest in the US. The falls once provided power that helped launch the American Industrial Revolution. Without the Great Falls, in fact, Paterson might not have even existed.


  In the late 1700s, Alexander Hamilton, secretary of the Treasury, developed plans to create the Society for Establishing Useful Manufacturing (SUM). The directors of SUM founded Paterson, which was named after then New Jersey governor William Paterson to thank him for giving the green light to their business plans, at the Great Falls. The waterfall would be used to deliver power through a three-tiered raceway system. Companies that produced textile machinery, steam locomotives, silk weaving and dyeing, revolvers, and aircraft engines popped up in the area. Although SUM failed to meet its manufacturing goals, it continued to exist into the 20th century.


  
    A State for All Seasons


    Whatever the weather, you can find something fun to do in New Jersey—yes, even when the snow is falling.


    In the winter, you can take advantage of the skiing, snowboarding, and sledding available at places such as Mountain Creek (p. 14) in Vernon. Even if you’re not one for staying out in the cold, you can curl up in the lodge with a hot chocolate and a smile.


    When nature comes out of hibernation in the spring, you can hike one of New Jersey’s many historic parks. From the Great Falls (p. 3) in Paterson to Princeton Battlefield State Park (p. 74), there is natural beauty to admire and history to learn.


    The summer means going “down the shore” and taking advantage of the Atlantic Ocean beaches on the state’s coast and hanging out on the boardwalk at your beach of choice. Visit Lucy the Elephant (p. 139) in Margate or take a ride on the Ferris wheel at the Steel Pier (p. 135) in Atlantic City, or visit the fish at Jenkinson’s Aquarium (p. 102) in Point Pleasant Beach.


    When the leaves turn color in the fall, New Jersey is perhaps at its finest. The Garden State’s farms pick up the pace at the farmers’ markets with the autumn harvest and give visitors the opportunity to pick their own apples and pumpkins. As if that weren’t enough, many of these same events offer hayrides and corn mazes to boot.

 


  Recently, President Barack Obama declared Great Falls a national historic park. This means the 35-acre site is eligible for federal funds, which will be used to further develop the area. The goal is for the new and improved park, combined with the majestic beauty of the falls, to spark interest in tourism and revitalize the city. The Great Falls site is a natural wonder with historical significance, which is a rare treasure hidden in Paterson.
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  Long Pond Ironworks State Park (ages 6 and up)


  


  1334 Greenwood Lake Tpke., West Milford; (973) 657-1688; longpondironworks.org. Open year-round from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., with the museum open on weekends Apr through Nov from 1 to 4 p.m. Monthly walking tours feature a suggested donation of $3. Otherwise, admission is free.
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  The Long Pond Ironworks State Park is a work in progress. Renovation projects are underway, but Hurricane Irene damaged the area in 2011. Still, there is something for families to see if they visit. One waterwheel has been reconstructed. With the Wanaque River as a backdrop, the old stone walls and furnaces, dating to the 18th and 19th centuries, serve as reminders of the once-industrious zone. Founded in 1766 by German ironmaster Peter Hasenclever, Long Pond Ironworks closed in 1882. The ironworks village that remains a testament to history produced iron for the Continental Army, the American soldiers fighting the War of 1812, and the Union Army during the Civil War. To get charcoal for the furnaces, the ironworks leaders cut down forests, and to get hydropower, they diverted the river. But today the remnants of these industry titans stand next to flourishing forests that have grown back and the flowing river.


  
    Diner Heaven


    New Jersey has more diners than any other state in the country, and it is considered the “Diner Capital of the World,” according to the History Channel. Indeed, just about every town in Jersey has its own diner, a hangout where all the cool kids go after football games, twentysomethings retreat after nights out on the town, and seniors gather for lunch with their pals. Many of the state’s diners are open 24 hours, and they offer large menus full of affordable dishes, usually including french fries in gravy, waffles, pies, salads, burgers, and milk shakes—and you can order whatever you’d like any time of day. If you and your family want to experience an authentic New Jersey diner, you might consider feasting at one of the following:


    Mustache Bill’s Diner, 8th St., Barnegat Light; (609) 494-0155. Old-fashioned fare, including chipped beef and BLTs, have made this diner an institution with locals. Being featured on Food Network, however, has made the weekend lines incredibly long, so be prepared.


    Skylark Diner, 17 Wooding Ave., Edison; (732) 777-7878; skylarkdiner.com. Its retro look is as inviting as its menu, which includes more refined diner offerings, such as homemade mozzarella triangles and au poivre burger, which features a black pepper–crusted burger, wild mushrooms, an au poivre sauce, and malt vinegar fries. Rated among the best diners in New Jersey by Zagat, it’s a popular choice with locals and visitors alike.


    Tick Tock Diner, 281 Allwood Rd., Clifton; (973) 777-0511; theticktockdiner.com. Originally built in 1948, the Tick Tock Diner, although restored over the years, remains an art deco building with chrome and enamel exterior. Hickory-smoked spare ribs are among the diner’s specialties, as is the Rich and Sassy Sauce, which is made from a secret recipe that you’ll long to know.


    White Manna Hamburgers, 358 River St., Hackensack; (201) 342-0914. Inside a tiny shack in Hackensack, the Bergen County seat, you’ll find some of the best sliders you’ve ever eaten. At lunch, you can barely get into the very small diner, but it is worth the crowds. This place is such a legend that a photo of it hangs in one of the Disneyland Paris hotels.


    Ritz Diner, 72 E. Mount Pleasant Ave., Livingston; (973) 533-1213. The matzo ball soup and apple pie are considered must-haves, and some have given great reviews to the french fries smothered in mozzarella and gravy.


    Hightstown Diner, 151 Mercer St., Hightstown; (609) 443-4600. Large portions and the sense that everyone knows your name make this joint popular even with tourists trying to escape the Turnpike for a little while.


    Jefferson Diner, 5 Bowling Green Pkwy., Lake Hopatcong; (973) 663-0233; jeffersondiner.com. Another shiny diner, replete with enamel and chrome exterior, this diner serves classic diner food and what it claims to be the largest club sandwiches in the state. Quite popular, this diner was featured on a couple of Food Network shows and other programs, such as Good Morning America.


    Brownstone Diner & Pancake Factory, 426 Jersey Ave., Jersey City; (201) 433-0471; brownstonediner.com. Chosen by New Jersey Monthly magazine as the best place for pancakes in the state, the Brownstone Diner & Pancake Factory serves 30 kinds of pancakes and pancake wraps, which are pancakes stuffed with other breakfast items. The Original Pancake Wrap, for instance, is an oversize pancake brimming with scrambled eggs, bacon, and American cheese.


    Tops Diner, 500 Passaic Ave., East Newark; (973) 481-0490; thetopsdiner.com. Tops, like many diners, serves up a bit of everything—from burgers and pizzas to eggs and pancakes. Specialty drinks are a unique offering that some diners forego.
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  Paterson Museum (ages 7 and up)


  


  Thomas Rogers Locomotive Manufacturing Building, 2 Market St., Paterson; (973) 279-9587; patersonmuseum.com. Open Tues through Fri from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat and Sun from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. Adults $2, children are free.


  Organized in 1925, the Paterson Museum began as a library exhibit that showcased items donated by townspeople. Over the years, the collection has grown to fill a full-fledged museum. Visitors can learn about local archaeology, history, and mineralogy. Most of all, they can educate themselves about the city’s role in various industries. The museum features exhibits on silk weaving and dyeing, trains and locomotives, Colt firearms, and Holland submarines. Located 1 block east of the Great Falls, the museum can be part of a longer day trip in Paterson.
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  Ringwood State Park (all ages)


  


  1304 Sloatsburg Rd., Ringwood; (973) 962-2240; nj.gov/dep/parksandforests. Open year-round between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. Shepherd Lake is open but swimming and boating is only available from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Parking fees apply to the different areas of the park from Memorial Day to Labor Day and sometimes vary, depending on whether it is the weekend or a weekday, free the rest of the year. $$.
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  Ringwood State Park offers a wide range of activities for families. From Memorial Day to Labor Day, you can swim, boat, canoe, and fish at Shepherd Lake Recreation Area. Boat rentals are available. There are lovely trails nearby that lead to rocky vistas for you and your family to admire. And it serves as the perfect summer destination, a place to cool off, lie back, relax, and enjoy nature.


  Devotion to Mother Nature can continue at the nearby New Jersey Botanical Gardens, which is part of the Tudor Revival mansion, Skylands Manor, built for Clarence McKenzie Lewis by renowned architect John Russell Pope in the early 20th century. The mansion features antique stained glass set in leaded windows and a spiral staircase rail. The New Jersey Botanical Gardens are an extension of the beauty and elegance of the mansion. There, visitors can pass through the Annual Garden, which changes according to the season, Crab


  

  
    
 


  Yogi Berra Museum & Learning Center (all ages)


  


  

  

  
    
 


  Where to Eat




  

  

  

  
    
 


  Where to Stay
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