

Acknowledgments

I’d like to thank the climbers that have come before me and showed the way to escape the clutch of Los Angeles by establishing the amazing routes detailed in this guide. I’d also like to thank the people who have spent large portions of their lives making sure these climbing areas have good access trails and stay clean, safe, and, of course, fun! Climbing in Los Angeles is a passion for many, and I would like to thank the dedicated few who have written detailed guidebooks for the thousands of routes around Los Angeles County. I would also like to thank the climbers who volunteered their time to help make some amazing images for this book. A huge thank-you to all these people: Louie Anderson, Matt Oliphant, Bill Leventhal, Darshan Etz, Jeff Constine, Steve Edwards and Doniel Drazien, Mike Draper, John Mireles, Jack Marshall, John Long, John Yablonski, Troy Mayr, Scott Loomis, Chris Owen, Craig Fry, Jeff Johnson, James March, Tom Gilje, John Bachar, Yvon Chouinard, Royal Robbins, Bob Kamps, Michael Reardon, Nikki Reardon, Crystalyn Falk, Jason Falk, Gary Boisvert, Alvin Hsing, David Meyers, Isamer Bilog, Norman Montes, Tommy Lutz, Stephanie Cronshaw, Victor Ramirez, Shawn Diamond, Natasha Barnes, and Aaron Sandlow—and to everyone else who was, is, and will be a part of the Los Angeles climbing community.






1.

Stoney Point

Stoney Point is Los Angeles’s oldest outdoor climbing area and the country’s first “bouldering area”; its sandstone walls and boulders have been used by climbers for over eighty years now. Every boulder problem has at least one variation—a common theme among the gym-like boulders of Stoney Point. Locals test each other with harder variations of classic and not so classic lines. It’s all part of the amazing experience Stoney Point will surely provide on your visit.


Stoney Point
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At Stoney Point it is easy to follow in the footsteps of such American rock climbing legends as Royal Robbins, Ron Kauk, John Long, Lynn Hill, Yvon Chouinard, John Bachar, Michael Reardon, and Bob Kamps. Some of these luminaries went on to spearhead groundbreaking first ascents of dream climbs such as the Salathé and North America walls on El Capitan or bold free solo ascents in Yosemite and Joshua Tree.

If you plan on taking advantage of the outstanding toproping that Stoney Point has to offer, make sure you bring plenty of slings or webbing, locking carabiners, and a small rack of cams or nuts. Please be aware of the porous sandstone and don’t climb at Stoney Point for at least three days after it rains.


Royal Robbins hopped freight trains as a teen. One day as the train slowed for the turn before a tunnel, he hopped off and discovered a hidden climbing gem called Stoney Point.



Getting there: From the south take US 101 via either the north or south and exit at Topanga Canyon Boulevard (CA 27), then head north. Drive 7 miles and you will see the crag on your right; park according to signage on the east side of the road. From the north take CA 118 from either the east or west and exit at Topanga Canyon Boulevard, then head south. Drive past the traffic light and make a U-turn when possible; park according to the local signs on the east side of the road.

Finding the crag: From the southern end of the crag, a gated dirt road next to the horse pens takes you right to the boulders and main formation. The routes are listed from this entrance heading around the crag in a counterclockwise direction. From the north end of the park, near the streetlight at Santa Susana Pass Road, a dirt footpath leads up the hill to Chouinard’s Hole and Hot Tuna.



Boulder 1
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BOULDER 1

This is a common place for crowds to gather any day of the week. Tuesday and Thursday evenings are a great time to meet the locals, who have been gathering here at the same time for decades.

Finding the boulder: This is the first boulder you will encounter to your left when entering from the southern entrance.

Descent: Downclimb the slabby east side of the boulder.


Nylon Boy, V1

Just to the left of Boot Flake. Good flakes and dynamic movements lead to a crux final move to the flat-topped mantle.

Boot Flake, V2

The crux is to static or dyno your way to the obvious Boot Flake. Move past the boot, trending slightly to the right for a committing finish up the tall face.

Boulder 1 Traverse, V4

Start on the south side of the boulder on the large ledge and climb in a clockwise direction. There are jugs, crimps, slopers, ledges, and every kind of move in between. Follow the natural path of weakness around the boulder; depending on your height you may wish to stay low or high in certain sections.



Boulder 1
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Three Pigs, V1

Part of Rock & Ice’s All Time Tick List, this is where some of the original climbers at Stoney practiced their aid climbing techniques before moving on to Yosemite’s towering walls. Climb through the three obvious pin scars to a good sloping lip.

The Nose, V0

The obvious arête on the far right side of the east face. Fun lieback moves and a little mantle to start the arête lead to great jugs and an airy slab.






SOUTH BUTTRESS AREA

The toprope routes here feature roofs and slabs that can easily be anchored by slinging a boulder at the summit and backing it up with cams or nuts. To access the top, walk to the right of the wall and follow a trail around the corner and up to the left past some slabs. The wall is about 45 feet tall.

Finding the crag: These are the buttresses on the south side of Stoney Point that are easily seen from Boulder 1. To approach, from the north side of Boulder 1, walk straight up the climber’s path and gradually to the right toward the series of buttresses.


Eye of Faith, 5.10c

Navigate your way through the roof and pull the lip to establish yourself on the headwall. Climb up toward the Eye for a rest before you race the pump to the top.

Paul’s Hole (aka George’s Overhang), 5.9 One of the better moderates in the park. Climb up to the small overhang, don’t crawl into the hole and get



South Buttress Area
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stuck in an awkward position. Continue past the hole with some high-stepping and stemming to access the easy upper slab.






THE BLACK WALL

This freestanding wall provides a great 5.11 that gets sun all morning and afternoon.

Finding the crag: From the previous routes, head to the right along the buttresses. You will come to an open area in a gully; continue across this toward a face that has BOB spray painted near the top just below a tree. The route is about 40 feet tall and can be anchored by slinging a tree and backing it up with nuts and/or cams.


The Black Wall
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The Black Wall (aka Nose Cone),5.11a

This route starts to the right of the graffiti DX and climbs the dark streak of wall that is full of long pulls on great pockets, edges, and flakes.







PILE UPS

The boulder closest to the trail contains the short and powerful classics, and tops out around 8 to 10 feet.

Finding the boulder: From Boulder 1 walk east along the dirt path (you will walk along a horse stable on your right). After a minute you will encounter the Pile Ups area on your left.

Descent: Walk off the left slab of the boulder.


Pile Driver, V3

The direct line on the left side. Start low on a large hold and move through a couple of crimps to gain the lip, then mantle.




Pile Lieback, V2

Stand-start in the center of the boulder on some polished holds to gain a sidepull for your left hand. Make a big move to the ledge and top out.

Gomer Pile V4

The sit-start to Pile Lieback, this route adds a couple of excellent hard moves.

Todd’s Traverse (aka The Amphitheatre), V0

Todd’s Traverse can be seen directly up the hill on a short cliff band and is an excellent 20-foot traverse through a series of pockets, cracks, and bulges. Start on the right side and climb to the left following the largest holds on the wall, past a vertical crack to an easier finish.


Pile Ups
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TURLOCK AREA

This is a great place to hone your highball skills, and there are endless problems and variations between the two main boulders. John Yablonski made the Turlock Boulder famous with his addition of Yabo Roof (aka Crowd Pleaser) in the 1970s.

Finding the boulders: From the Pile Ups continue east down the main dirt path for another minute. You will walk straight to Turlock Boulder; B1 Boulder is just to the left.

Descent: An easy downclimb that resembles a staircase is to the right of The Flake on the Turlock Boulder. To descend from the B1 Boulder, scramble down the backside through a tree.




Turlock Boulder


The Flake, V0

The obvious flake system running from left to right on the west face of Turlock Boulder. Good sloping edges and underclinging the flake lead you to a committing final move at the lip.

Crystal Ball Mantle, V5R

A mega classic. Jump-start to the big crystal ball under the overhang. Maneuver your right foot up next to the ball and use a small sidepull for the right hand to stand up and make a huge move with the left hand to a flake. Match the flake, make a move to a good left hand, and fire to the right-hand jug. Commit to the heel hook and mantle.


Turlock Boulder
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Crowd Pleaser (aka Yabo Roof), V2R

A highball classic, put up by stone-master John Yablonski. Climb the arête for a couple of moves and then move right to the flakes under the overhang. Make some excellent gymnastic moves to the lip and commit to the rock over to the upper face.






B1 Boulder


Masters of Reality, V5/6

This climb has changed over the years due to the upper holds reforming anytime someone climbs on it too soon after a rainstorm—thus the split grade. Opposing pressure leads to a thumb undercling, high-stepping and some stemming before you make the move to the dish. Match the dish and use some precise footwork to the final bad slopers at the top.

Expansion Chamber, V7

Sit start with burly open-handed slopers and bad feet to work your way up the arête to some decent edges. Use delicate footwork for the topout.

The Ear, V3

This is the Bob Kamps’s area testpiece. Stand-start with your hands in the bottom of the “Ear.” Climb up into the “Ear” using gastons and sidepulls. Once standing, use delicate slopers to the top. Sit-start for a V6 variation.


B1 Boulder
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Apsema, V6

On the boulder’s south face, start on the two-finger stacked pocket at face height. Power up left to the rail by either jumping off the ground or using a bad left-hand hold. Finish directly up using sidepulls and slopers.

The Crack, V3

A rite of passage for V3 climbers, this is the obvious disjointed crack on the right of the face. Stand-start for the V3 variation or sit down to make it a V5. Climb the polished crack with powerful moves to the upper slopers at the lip.

SOUTHEAST CORNER

Old pin scars from days past have created a fun manufactured wall. Scramble up the left side to access the top of this 35-foot wall. Use cams in the cracks near the lip or sling a boulder and use gear for backup.

Finding the crag: Approach the Southeast Corner from the Tur-lock Boulder by heading directly uphill toward the main crag. Trend to your right to locate the obvious Pin Scars wall.




Pin Scars (aka Machine Gun), 5.9

The right-hand line of pin scars. It is possible to lead this route by using small cams. Follow the pin scars up and to the right until they peter out; finish up on a slab.


Southeast Corner
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Spiral Boulder

[image: Spiral Boulder]







SPIRAL BOULDER

This boulder has a handful of excellent moderates, including the awesome Spiral Traverse. The boulder gets a lot of morning and late afternoon shade.

Finding the boulder: From



Spiral Traverse, V2
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SPLIT ROCK AREA





Johnson Problem, V8R


Powerglide, V7
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Vaino Problem, V5


Johnson Arete, V6
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BACK WALL




Potholes, 5.9


Potholes Traverse, V1
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BLOCK HEAD





Yabo Arete, V8R








[image: Local Aaron Sandlow takes another lap on the imposing Yabo Arete.]










CAROUSEL ROCK





Southwest Corner, V0





Roller Coaster, V2R
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Night Train, V8R







BEETHOVEN’S WALL AREA




The Prow, 5.11a
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Beethoven’s Crack, 5.7


Scrambled Eggs Traverse, V4







CANYON BOULDERS




Critter Crack, V0
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The Font, V7





Kodas Corner, V3
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MOZART’S WALL




Mozart’s Traverse, V0


Lefthand Route, 5.7


Center Route, 5.9


Right Edge, 5.5


Quickstep, V2
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SCULPTURE’S WALL




Sculpture’s Crack, 5.10c


Sculpture’s Traverse, V2








NABISCO CANYON




Maggie’s Farm, 5.11b
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Maggie’s Traverse, V2







NUTCRACKER BUTTRESS




Nutcracker, 5.10a


747, 5.10c
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[image: Stephanie Cronshaw gets some extra endurance laps on Hot Tuna (V5) at Stoney Point.]








HOT TUNA AREA
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Hot Tuna, V5






Mickey Mouse, V5R
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Chouinard’s Hole, V2







WEST WALLS
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S-Crack, 5.4


Ozymandias, 5.11b


Jesus Wall Left, 5.10c


Central Route, 5.11a








SUMMIT BOULDERS





Ummagumma, V7


Fighting with Alligators, V10(no topo)
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Appendix

Gear Shops

REI Burbank

1900 Empire Ave.

Burbank, CA 91504

(818) 847-9509

REI Arcadia

214 N. Santa Anita Ave.

Arcadia, CA 91006

(626) 447-1062

REI Woodland Hills

6600 Topanfa Canyon Blvd.

Woodland Hills, CA 91503

(818) 703-5300

REI Northridge

18605 Devonshire St.

Northridge, CA 91324

(818) 831-5555

REI Santa Monica

402 Santa Monica Blvd.

Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310) 458-4370

Gyms

Hangar 18 Arcadia

305 N. Santa Anita Ave.

Arcadia, CA 91006

(626) 538-4081

Boulderdash – Thousand Oaks

880 Hampshire Rd., Ste. A

Thousand Oaks, CA 91361

(805) 557-1300

Boulderdash – Chatsworth

19801 Nordhoff Pl.

Chatsworth, CA 91311

(818) 700-1300

Verdigo Boulders

266 East Magnolia Blvd.

Burbank, CA 91502

(818) 962-2377

Hollywood Boulders

1107 North Bronson Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90038

(323) 747-1000

Cliffs of ID

2537 Fairfax Ave.

Culver City, CA 90232

(424) 543-3820

LA Boulders (LAB)

1375 E. 6th St., Unit 8

Los Angeles, CA 90021

(323) 406-9119

Rockreation West LA

11866 LaGrange Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90025

(310) 207-7199

The Stronghold Climbing Gym

650 S. Avenue 21

Los Angeles, CA 90031

(323) 505-7000


Top Out Climbing

26332 Ferry Ct.

Santa Clarita, CA 91350

(661) 288-1813

Guide Services (Southern California Area)

ATS Adventureworks, (626) 434-3636

On Rope Consulting, (310) 804-7303

Sierra Mountaineering International, (760) 872-4929

Sierra Rock Climbing School, (760) 937-6762

Southern California Mountaineers Association, www.rockclimbing.org

Vertical Adventures, (800) 514-8785

Wilderness Outings, (877) 494-5368

Hospitals

Exer Urgent Care

26777 Agoura Rd., Ste. 4

Calabasas, CA 91302

(818) 880-2225

9 a.m.–9 p.m. every day

Kaiser Permanente Woodland Hills

Medical Center

5601 De Soto Ave.

Woodland Hills, CA 91367

(818) 719-2000

24 hours

Los Robles Hospital and Medical Center

215 W. Janss Rd.

Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

(805) 497-2727

24 hours

Malibu Urgent Care

23656 Pacific Coast Hwy.

Malibu, CA 90265

(310) 456-7551

9 a.m.–8 p.m. every day

Olive View UCLA Medical Center

14445 Olive View Dr.

Sylmar, CA 91342

(818) 364-1555

24 hours

Saint John’s Health Center

2121 Santa Monica Blvd.

Santa Monica, CA 90404

(310) 829-5511

24 hours

Santa Monica UCLA Medical Center

1250 16th St.

Santa Monica Blvd, CA 90404

(424) 259-6000

24 hours

USC Verdugo Hills Hospital

1812 Verdugo Blvd.

Glendale, CA 91208

(818) 790-7100

24 hours

West Hills Hospital and Medical Center

7300 Medical Center Dr.

West Hills, CA 91307

(818) 676-4000

24 hours



[image: A motor powered glider cruises low over the ocean near Leo Carrillo.]
A motor powered glider cruises low over the ocean near Leo Carrillo.








[image: Sunset near the Santa Monica pier]
Sunset near the Santa Monica pier
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Jonathan Siegrist, Third Millenium (14a), the Monastery, CO. Photo by: Keith Ladzinski
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