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Dedication

[image: ]


To every believer who has ever stood at the edge of a new season, heart pounding, hands trembling, wondering whether to step forward or stay where it is safe.

To the men and women of Victory Bible Church International and the Global Soul Harvest Program, and Truth for Victorious Living Family, whose faith and labor continue to testify that God is faithful to those who trust Him enough to move, whatever shape His faithfulness ultimately takes in their lives.

And to my wife Sarah, and our children Yaw and Naana, who have walked with me through seasons of uncertainty and taught me, in their own quiet ways, that risk taken in love and faith is never wasted, even when its fruit looks different than we first hoped.
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Foreword
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There is a peculiar kind of courage that the world rarely applauds until after it has succeeded. It is the courage of a person who steps away from what is familiar, not because they are certain of the outcome, but because they are certain of the One who is leading them. This book is about that kind of courage.

I have known Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah for many years, and I have watched him teach, write, and shepherd God's people with a rare combination of theological depth and practical wisdom. In this book he takes one of the most fascinating characters in Scripture, the patriarch Jacob, and draws out timeless lessons for anyone who has ever felt torn between comfort and calling.

What you are about to read is not a book that glamorizes gambling with God's blessings, nor is it a book that treats caution as the highest virtue. It is a careful, balanced, and deeply pastoral study of what it means to take faith filled risks under the direction of a faithful God.

Whether you are a young graduate deciding on a career path, a trader wondering whether to expand your business, a pastor praying about a new assignment, or simply someone who senses that God is asking you to move, this book will meet you exactly where you are. Read it slowly. Let it challenge your assumptions about safety and success. And above all, let it push you closer to the God who still speaks to those who are willing to listen and willing to obey.

Bishop Elvis Kessey

Victory Bible Church International
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Introduction
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Every one of us has stood, at some point, at a crossroads where one path looked safe and familiar, and the other looked uncertain and even a little frightening. Perhaps it was a job offer in a new city. Perhaps it was the decision to start a small business with the little savings you had. Perhaps it was leaving a relationship, a partnership, or a position that had become comfortable but was no longer growing you. In that moment, something inside of us whispers two very different messages. One voice says, stay where it is safe. The other voice, if we are attentive enough to hear it, says, trust Me and move. Second Corinthians 5:7 names the very tension this book is written to address: "For we walk by faith, not by sight." Every crossroads I have just described is, at its root, a small test of exactly that verse.

This book was born out of years of pastoral counsel, personal experience, and careful study of the life of Jacob, a man whose story is woven through the book of Genesis like a thread of gold hidden inside coarse fabric. Jacob was not a perfect man. He struggled with fear, with deception, and with the consequences of his own choices. Yet somewhere in the middle of his imperfect journey, God began to teach him, and through him teaches us, what it looks like to build wealth and destiny through faith guided risk.

I want to be honest with you from the very first page. This is not a prosperity formula. It is not a promise that every risk you take will turn out exactly as you hoped. Scripture does not support careless gambling dressed up in spiritual language, and neither does this book. What Scripture does support, again and again, is the truth that faith without action is incomplete, and that God often moves us forward not by removing all uncertainty, but by asking us to trust Him inside of it. Hebrews 11:6 reminds us why this matters so much: "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." Faith is not a peripheral topic for the believer pursuing wealth or purpose. It is the very substance without which no pursuit of God can succeed.

As you read these pages, you will meet Jacob at different stages of his story: leaving his uncle's household, negotiating an unusual wage, applying creative strategies to his work, holding onto integrity while others tried to cheat him, and finally obeying God's clear instruction to return home even when it meant facing an unresolved conflict from his past. Alongside Jacob's story, you will also meet ordinary people, some named, some composite examples drawn from years of ministry, whose lives illustrate these same principles in modern settings. A trader in Accra. A young graduate in Maryland. A widow rebuilding her life. A church planter stepping into an unfamiliar mission field. You will also meet a handful of other biblical figures along the way, Abraham, Ruth, Joseph, David, Nehemiah, and Rahab among them, because Jacob's pattern of faith guided risk did not begin or end with him. It runs like a single thread through the whole of Scripture.

My prayer is that by the time you close this book, you will not only understand the theology of risk more clearly, but you will also feel the quiet courage rising in your own heart to take the next step God is asking of you. Faith does not remove risk from our lives. It gives us the strength to walk through it with our hand held firmly in the hand of God.

Let us begin this journey together.
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How to Use This Book
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This book is written to be read slowly, prayerfully, and honestly. It is not merely an academic study of Jacob's life, but a pastoral companion meant to walk with you through your own season of decision making. Joshua 1:8 gives us the pattern for this kind of reading: "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success." Notice the order in that verse. Meditation comes before doing, and doing comes before the success God intends. A book like this one is meant to be meditated on, not simply finished.

I encourage you to read with a pen nearby, or with a journal open beside you, because many of the questions raised in these pages deserve more than a passing thought.

Reading for Personal Reflection

At the end of each chapter you will find a short section called Reflect and Respond, containing a few honest questions drawn directly from the chapter's theme, along with a brief prayer prompt. Do not rush past these sections. They are, in many ways, the most important part of the book, because head knowledge about biblical risk means little until it becomes a lived conviction in your own heart and circumstances.

If you are reading this book alone, consider keeping a small notebook where you record your answers to each Reflect and Respond section, along with any specific decisions or steps of obedience God brings to mind as you read. I think of a man who once attended a study series I taught on a different subject, who kept a simple notebook through the entire course, writing down not only his answers to each week's questions but also the date whenever he sensed God prompting him toward a specific action. Nearly two years later, he showed me that same notebook, now filled with dated entries tracing decisions he had made, prayers he had prayed, and outcomes he had witnessed. He told me the notebook itself had become more valuable to him than the original teaching, because it gave him a written record of God's faithfulness he could return to whenever a new season of uncertainty arrived. I encourage you to let this book produce that same kind of record in your own life.

Reading in a Group Setting

If you are reading this in a small group, Bible study, or church setting, these same Reflect and Respond sections can be used to guide meaningful group discussion, allowing members to encourage and hold one another accountable as each person discerns God's leading in their own life. A few practical suggestions may help a group leader shepherd this process well.


• Consider one chapter per week, allowing fourteen weeks to complete the full study alongside the Introduction and Conclusion. This pace gives each Reflect and Respond section room to be discussed
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