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			Introduction

			I have always been inclined to bring order and beauty to things around me. Whether it was at my desk at work, my dinner table, or my first tiny apartment, turning an ordinary space into something interesting and beautiful was an effortless and enjoyable process for me. As I began to explore the art of decorating, I realized it was more than just something I enjoyed: it was something that would shape who I am. 

			My interest in design started out as a collection of ideas about home decorating, and those ideas eventually grew into a retail store, Old Glory Antiques. I have come to realize that this collection is really more centered around an attitude about life. My growing love of decorating had presented an opportunity for me to identify, acknowledge, and now put into words those things that are most important to me. The ideas I had been collecting and developing were about how I wanted to live my life and nurture my family, build relationships and create memories, and honor the past in hopes of remembering what is most important as we build our futures. 

			My design work at Old Glory Antiques resonated with people—from the thoughtful selection of merchandise to the carefully curated displays. Visitors to my store would feel comfortable and inspired in an atmosphere that felt familiar, yet fresh and new. I was often asked what term I use to describe my style of decorating, and I did not have a succinct answer. I decided to give my collection of ideas a name, and to define the elements that comprise my signature style so I could share my process. As I sat down to describe my approach, it was hard to determine if I was describing the decorating of a house or my attitudes about life. Indeed, I believe the two are closely intertwined. Home is not just where you live, it is how you live.

			As I began to describe the elements of my signature style, I also discovered that I often draw inspiration from the ideas, the spirit, and the examples of people who have played an important role in my life. This signature style I have developed over the years includes an appreciation of hard work and functionality, a love of beauty and creativity, a respect for the past with an eye toward the future, and a pursuit of discovery, innovation, and individuality. These were ideals I had come to know and love as part of the great American spirit exemplified by the generations of my parents and grandparents, and they continue to influence my life and my design. 

			And so, my collection of ideas on decorating that had grown into my signature style was named the New Americana. This style combines worn wood finishes, classic home furnishings, and personal collections with ease and sophistication; and it finds inspiration in discovery and possibility. 

			The New Americana goes beyond stars and stripes. It captures the great American spirit in the design of spaces that are hardworking, practical, resourceful, and honest and that have an appreciation for the simple beauty in everyday life. 

			In the pages that follow, I describe the elements that make up this signature style and share spaces that have been inspired by the New Americana. It is my hope that you, too, will find inspiration and ideas for bringing beauty, comfort, and authenticity into your own home. 
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			Part
				One

			Elements
					of the New
				Americana

			Decorating is about more than creating a beautiful space or
				adopting the latest design trend. It is about creating a quality of life and a space
				that reflects how you live every day. New Americana style is based on the belief
				that authenticity—creating a space that reflects how you live and what makes you
				happy—and comfort—making that space welcoming, familiar, and intimately charming—are
				the foundations of a beautiful home. 
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			Beautiful old shutters with original paint are the perfect backdrop
				for a painting of a West Texas landscape. An antique pine grocer’s desk with a
				well-worn patina completes the space. 

		

	
		
			Inspiring
				Authenticity: Foundations of a Beautiful Home

			The design of a home begins long before the review of house
				plans and the selection of paint colors. It starts with identifying what is
				important in your life, then being intentional about the design choices you make. A
				good starting point is to think beyond design and the specifics of paint,
				blueprints, and furniture selection. Focus on how you intend to live in the space
				and examine what makes you feel peaceful, safe, and comfortable. Make intentional
				design choices around what you have determined is most important to how you live. 

			Authenticity is one of the foundations of New Americana style and has
				always been one of my guiding design principles. I have never designed my home to
				impress others. I design it for the enjoyment and functionality of my own family. I
				advocate being willing to set aside preconceived notions of how things should look
				and design your home for the way you want to live in the space. 

			An example of this New Americana style commitment to authenticity in
				my own home is how I went about decorating my kitchen. Since I am not much of a
				cook, the utilitarian aspect of the kitchen has never been a priority for me. I do,
				however, love the fact that my kitchen is the place my family always gathers when
				they come to visit. Making my kitchen feel like a warm and welcoming space is
				important. It is the first place the kids stop when they come home; it is where we
				enjoy long conversations around the dinner table; it is where we meet at the end of
				the day to catch up. I like to make the kitchen feel less like a cooking space and
				more like a gathering space, which may go against how most rules of design will
				define the kitchen. In building your authentic home, there are no strict rules of
				design.

			My favorite way to make the kitchen a gathering space is to use
				elements that one might typically think to use for a living area. Using pieces of
				furniture in the kitchen brings warmth and interest to the utilitarian space. Add a
				pretty lamp and an upholstered chair (which can also be pulled up to the table for
				extra seating) and you have created a comfortable and inviting space that is as
				beautiful as it is functional. New Americana style is not afraid to go outside
				traditional design rules and explore new ways to design a space to better fit the
				needs and enjoyment of the people who use the room. 

		

		
			
				[image: Photo of interior of home.]
			

		

		
			Above and below: An antique chest of
				drawers, usually thought of as a bedroom piece, holds linens and serving trays just
				as efficiently as a built-in cabinet in this kitchen.
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			An unexpected mix of patterns and textures warms this sitting
				area
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			An antique corner cupboard takes the place of upper cabinets in this
				kitchen, adding warmth and charm. The vintage silver pieces stored inside stand
				ready for everyday use. 
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			A beautifully worn leather couch displays a layer of color and
				pattern with a vintage rug draped over the back and tucked under the cushion,
				creating a warm and comfortable spot in this family room.

		

		
			A well-designed space is original, honest, and hardworking, designed
				for everyday living. But we sometimes have a tendency to design a living room with
				formal, impractical furnishings to use a few times a year, or to save our pretty
				dishes for entertaining company. Instead, impart that sense of special on things we
				do or use every day. The small, everyday moments are what make up our lives. Giving
				such moments important consideration in the design process is essential for
				authentic design, but more importantly, for an authentic life. 

			Comfort goes hand in hand with authenticity in the New Americana
				style. Comfort is more than just a favorite chair or a familiar collection of
				photographs—it evokes the feeling of belonging. Surrounding yourself with things
				that make you smile should play a big part in making a space comfortable. Objects
				that you love, collect, and make part of the decor of your home tell a story and
				reveal, in part, your tastes and experiences. A space that is personal and familiar
				encourages connections of all kinds. 

			Including pieces of importance to you in any space allows you to
				connect to a personal memory. Remembering happy experiences will put a smile on your
				face each time you walk past the piece, making you feel at home. Similarly, filling
				your home with personal favorites encourages guests to connect to the space. A sense
				of belonging is something we all desire, and in our quest for that, we look for ways
				we are similar to others. A beloved old typewriter may also spark a memory in a
				guest; then a connection is made, and connectedness is the path to feeling at ease,
				comfortable, and welcome. Design is about much more than the aesthetics of a space.
				It is about the feelings a space evokes. 
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			Above and Below: A well-worn trunk,
				in an unusually narrow size, serves as a console table in this entry hall. 
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			Comfort is also about not having to comply with rigid design rules. A
				favorite piece of furniture, whether it has a sentimental attachment or it was just
				a really great find, should be given a special place when considering the selection
				of furnishings for a space. Including these favorite finds, even if they do not
				comply with the dress code of the space, will add instant personality to a room. 

			The pieces you put to work in your design plan, both old and new,
				should never be so precious that they can’t be used every day. Select chairs for fit
				and comfort. A worn and weathered coffee table invites family and friends to relax
				and put their feet up. This provides an air of comfort, relaxed style, and
				functionality. Be intentional about design choices. If you enjoy hosting large
				gatherings, plan for plenty of comfortable seating. A

			
			
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of interior of home.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
			
				[image: Photo of wooden drawers.]
			

		

		
			
				[image: Photo of interior of home.]
			

		

		
		
			
				[image: Photo of interior of home.]
			

		

		
			
		

		
	OEBPS/image/Entry_New.jpg





OEBPS/image/Bedroom_Sitting_Area-ch10.jpg





OEBPS/image/Family_Rm_Mold_Display-ch1.jpg





OEBPS/image/Kitchen_Vignette_Detail-ch1.jpg





OEBPS/image/Cabinet_Detail-ch1.jpg
gl

i
-






OEBPS/image/Entry_Trunk-ch1.jpg





OEBPS/image/Settee_Detail-ch1.jpg





OEBPS/image/logo.jpg
>

GIBBS SMITH

R Rty rtongnfele bl S





OEBPS/image/Chair_5-ch2.jpg





OEBPS/image/Page_9_Replacement_-_Idea_Board_Detail_4.jpg
SO, TALK

\ Give peop
|| Givein sol

So, you're

" BEA

L DT 1A

My entire 1ife, I wished to be
en @aelcAl with o
traditional medium, Then one
day I 1looked around my home
and realized I am an artist,.

my canvas,





OEBPS/image/New-Americana-Cover.jpg
HOLLY KUHN
of Old Glory Antiques

Eﬁbtbg}ﬁ





OEBPS/image/Drawer_Detail-ch1.jpg
OLINIDO)
')t\»'!\‘()i,l VN4

— [N

NOJSHG:

j!l,'l\"l\‘(ﬂ
:

\ =






OEBPS/image/Trunk_Detail-ch1.jpg





OEBPS/image/Family_Rm_Mold_Display_Detail-ch1.jpg
.






OEBPS/image/Sofa_Detail-ch1.jpg
] .
[ EREA A 40 0 RARDR ARG FAiP A ARRS AR Y
vy vy





OEBPS/image/Cubbies_Detail-ch1.jpg
A

B
— =
|
|
|
|

£ =






OEBPS/image/Kitchen_Cabinet_Detail-ch1.jpg





OEBPS/image/Kitchen_Vignette_Closed-ch1.jpg





OEBPS/image/Desk_Vignette-ch11.jpg
RRREEREEIEFERNRRELL]
FETERE R “““J(‘ !JM“! I
ECEEEEELTRRRNAN Y

T )
\‘ (ki RREERRAN) ft/g






