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INTRODUCTION

Book lovers and cats have a great deal in common. Both revel in the art of stillness, both find joy in distraction – whether it’s a playful passing shadow or a captivating plot twist – and both are never happier than when in a comfortable spot with time to pass and a curiosity to satisfy.

In this charming collection, we will get to know the unique personalities and quirks of the cats who have chosen to live among literature. From bustling city centres to quaint village nooks, we will journey through bookshops all over the world to meet the cats who have claimed their place between the shelves, weaving their own stories into the narratives that surround them.*

Please enjoy this celebration of cats, books and the havens they create together.


	* All details have been provided by their loving owners, or ‘staff’.










[image: A black and white cat sits in front of a shelf filled with children’s picture books inside a bookshop. Shelves display various books. A decorative hedgehog cart is positioned below the cat.]







BEA

AGE: Three and a half

BREED: Moggy, calico (white and tortoiseshell)

BOOKSHOP: Shrew Books, Fowey, Cornwall, UK



ARRIVAL STORY: I took Bea on from a local cat rescue charity in 2021, after she was found stray and pregnant with a large litter.



TEMPERAMENT: Bea is a very nervous little creature! She tends to stay away from the shop during the summer holidays (to avoid dogs, and small children who like to pull tails …), but when it’s calm she’ll often come and sit in the shop window to tease the local jackdaws, and has been known to take a nap there! She’s powerfully driven by her stomach. She’s also a very chatty beast, responds to her name when you call it and can’t get enough belly rubs. She’s attention-seeking, and kind of a drama queen, but people fall for her tricks on a daily basis!

Bea has nervous days, steering clear of our customers, and then will suddenly crave affection. On those days she’ll saunter between the racks, squeaking at people to encourage chin tickles and high-pitched cooing. If she spots a dog, however, she’ll arch her back and then bolt out of the shop (which she can do by awkwardly squeezing under the door between my shop and my home). On her calmer days she can often be found lounging in the corner of the shop where poetry meets nature writing.

She’s been known to slip behind the bottom shelves and travel around the shop unseen – until she starts knocking over every book on every shelf she passes through, only to come out the other end and wail at us as though it was our fault for letting her behind there in the first place.



FUN FACT: Bea is known for keeping the churchyard vole population in check.



LITERARY ALIAS: I think of her as Bathsheba Everdene from [Thomas Hardy’s] Far from the Madding Crowd – she’s a demanding, mercurial, beautiful, flirtatious character who can be entirely self-sustaining if she chooses to be, and the one thing she’ll never admit to is how desperately she wants to be loved.






[image: ‘What greater gift than the love of a cat.’ Charles Dickens]






[image: A tabby cat with a collar walks towards the camera on a wooden floor, under a table. In the background, a sign with an open book and the words “Wild Geese Bookshop” is visible.]






QUIMBY

AGE: Nineteen months

BREED: Domestic Shorthair, tabby

BOOKSHOP: Wild Geese Bookshop, Franklin, Indiana, USA



ARRIVAL STORY: We hosted a kitten-adoption event on the porch for Independent Bookstore Day with Shelby County Community Cats and couldn’t part with him.



TEMPERAMENT: He looks constantly surprised.



FUN FACT: He prefers office work. And he once got stuck in a hole under the cabinet like Winnie-the-Pooh in the tree.



LITERARY ALIAS: A.A. Milne’s Winnie-the-Pooh. He has a honey-pot-shaped belly – hence getting stuck in the wall. Oh, bother.






[image: Tabby cat sitting on a wooden table in a bookstore, with shelves of books in the blurred background.]






HUGO

AGE: Six

BREED: Domestic Shorthair, grey tabby

BOOKSHOP: Analog Books Inc., Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada



ARRIVAL STORY: Hugo was a rescue cat who came to us at the beginning of the pandemic as we were fitting out Analog Books. He would join us at the store and loved spending time with the tradespeople, climbing ladders and snoozing in tool bags. Eventually he would cry when we brought him home at the end of the day, so he began his life full-time at the bookstore in the fall of 2020.



TEMPERAMENT: Besides being incredibly handsome, he absolutely loves the camera, and cameras (and their owners) love him. We estimate that Hugo is the most photographed cat in Southern Alberta, perhaps in all of western Canada. He will pose for the shot, literally, and presents multiple attitudes through various facial expressions. He absolutely loves his fireside bed and manages to wrap himself across the glass of the fireplace to the point where visitors fear he will spontaneously combust. If he reaches the point of needing a break, he’ll turn-butt and wander to one of his ‘safe-space’ hideouts. Those times tend to be short lived, however, as within minutes staff hear the common request: ‘Where’s Hugo?’ or ‘I’m just here to visit the cat.’ Treat packages are shaken, and Hugo appears out of his slumber to go to work.

In classic cat behaviour, Hugo will bestow the level of attention each customer deserves. Present a flying cat-toy feather and he will stalk like a lion and chase like a tiger. Approach him gently and calmly, and he will respond in kind. He’s patient with young kids, purring loudly as they stroke his amazingly soft coat. However, if he’s approached in a bombastic, loud manner, or if the crowd gets too large, he will quietly wander off to a safe spot and wait out the over-attention. (That’s when our second, younger rescue cat, Copper, takes over.)



FUN FACT: Hugo loves ladders. It is now an accepted fact that if you need to pull out a ladder for a job, you’d better pull out two since Hugo will beat you to the top every time.

Hugo also has his favourite customers. A select few find him on their shoulders within minutes of arriving in the store. Even though many try to persuade him to bestow that special affection on them, it must be earned over the years by regular visits.



LITERARY ALIAS: Think the classic literary butler, like P.G. Wodehouse’s Jeeves or Mr Stevens from Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day.

Hugo maintains an iconic feline dignified demeanour while showing unwavering loyalty to his endearing fans and the bookstore staff. He takes his job and position very seriously indeed.



[image: A tabby cat sits on a brown chair in the middle of a cozy, well-lit bookstore. Shelves filled with colorful books line the walls, and tote bags hang on display to the left. The atmosphere is inviting and warm.]

A local artist created a portrait of Hugo that hangs above the fireplace, which captures that demeanour perfectly.

We are absolutely certain that Analog Books would not have grown into the much-loved community destination it has over the past five years without Hugo at the helm.






[image: Tuxedo cat lounging on a blue table, wearing a collar with a tag labeled “Page.” The background shows a blurry kitchen setting with a green plant hanging above.]






PAGE AND MYLAR

AGE: Two and a half

BREED: Domestic Shorthair, tuxedo

BOOKSHOP: Shelf Life Books, Richmond, Virginia, USA



ARRIVAL STORY: We adopted Page and Mylar as a bonded pair from the Richmond SPCA.



TEMPERAMENT: Page will stop at nothing to hunt shoelaces, biscuits and flowers! Mylar’s primary interests are chin scratches and worm-on-a-string toys!

Page and Mylar are typically calm, friendly and loving. The only things louder than their purrs are their meows demanding pets and treats! Despite not being able to read (yet), they love to help give recommendations and help customers find books.



FUN FACT: Page and Mylar are managers. Page is the ‘knocking-things-off-the-desk’ manager, and Mylar is in charge of enforcing mandatory ‘snuggle-with-Mylar’ time.



LITERARY ALIAS: No doubt about it, they’d be Merry and Pippin from Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings! Big appetites, big hearts, a strong sense of whimsy and so full of love.


OEBPS/images/f004-01.jpg
MICHAEL FOREMAN v

LITTLE MO v

/AND THE 7
| GREAT SNOW MONSIE,(L; I,

[





OEBPS/images/f010-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f014-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/tit.jpg
BOOK
SHOP
CATS

DAPHNE DU MEOWIER

i
-

HarperCollinsPublishers





OEBPS/images/f007-01.jpg
‘WHAT
GREATER
GIFT THAN
THE LOVE
OF A CAT.

Charles Dickens






OEBPS/text/nav.xhtml


Contents







		Title Page



		Copyright



		Note to Readers



		Contents



		Introduction



		Bea



		Quimby



		Hugo



		Page and Mylar



		Boris and Arkady



		Copper



		Piri



		The Great Catsby



		Booker T. Jones and Eartha Kitt



		Cappuccino



		Mickey



		Bob



		Indie



		Rūdis



		Quinn



		Miranda



		Harry



		Kitty Meow



		Mia



		Gil



		Stella



		Luna



		Paiges



		Cedric



		Winston



		Lucien



		Dhalgren, Clarice (Lispector), Town Crier, Banana (Yashimoto), Meowlarme, W.S. Purrwin



		Ledaig ‘The Tobermory Cat’



		Mr Eliot, Bartleby, Skimbleshanks and Morticia



		Claudia and Livia



		Hunter



		Pippi Longstocking



		Helen



		Mama



		Findus



		Bean



		Malcolm and Franny



		Takashi



		Kilgore Trout



		Bilbo Baggins



		Tigrou



		Special Thanks To



		Acknowledgements



		About the Publisher













Guide





		Cover



		Contents



		Introduction















		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128











OEBPS/images/f013-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780008710217_Cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/f008-01.jpg





