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YOU DON’T GET ANYTHING clean, without getting something else dirty.

Evelyn, daughter of the Baron of Smythe has finally escaped her arranged marriage to a cruel duke she doesn’t love. 

Except her escape means she has to leave behind Alistair, the handsome butler she’s secretly fallen for. Evie must start over without the butler she will never see again. Or so she thinks. 

When Alistair finds her, he convinces her to come home, but when Evie finally returns to England she’ll have to face the cruel duke who refuses to release her. 

Back in her golden cage, she discovers the unthinkable and is forced to make a choice: the wealthy duke who will secure her place in society, or the butler who will lead to her downfall.    

Alistair Godstone has always known that servants don’t marry noblewomen. His forbidden affair with Evelyn can never last. 

When he discovers that Evie has fled England, he can’t let her go. He goes after her, determined to bring her home and eventually win her heart for good. Alistair refuses to give her up again and will fight the duke for her hand if necessary—but with a secret of his own and a stunning change in fortune for both of them, a life with Evie seems out of his reach.

Can Alistair and Evie break the rules of society, or will duty force them apart forever?  
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Alistair Godstone barged into Evie’s bedroom. 

She wasn’t there. His heart sank. Part of him had hoped that somehow he would find her in her room and everything he had just learned would turn out to be a big misunderstanding. He wasn’t going to be that lucky, however.

Evie was gone. Her bedroom looked like it hadn’t been disturbed in hours. The scent of her perfume was fading. Her bed cold, its sheets smooth.

He hated being in her room without her permission. It felt ungentlemanly. But if he had any hope of locating her quickly, he was going to search the room for a clue of her whereabouts. 

From the ticket stub he had found on the manor grounds ten minutes earlier, it was clear that Evie had fled to Geneva. As grateful as he was to have stumbled onto that piece of information, it hadn’t narrowed things down enough. Without a Swiss address, he had no way of actually finding her. She could wind up anywhere in Geneva. 

Which was why he needed to find something that told him where she might have gone. He certainly wouldn’t get any answers from her duplicitous lady’s maid, Hannah. Not only had he discovered that Evie had fled the country, but earlier tonight he had caught Hannah kissing Evie’s future fiancé. It was clear that Evie’s future husband had been having a secret affair with Evie’s most trusted servant. 

The shock from that discovery hadn’t worn off, but he shoved it aside to move towards the dresser. As expected, everything on the dresser was neatly arranged. No clutter of papers that might lead him to her. Nothing out of place that might point to where exactly in Geneva she’d headed. Evie’s room mirrored how ordered and structured the rest of her life was. 

As a baron’s daughter, everything around her was arranged and planned. From her social calendar right down to the man she was supposed to marry. 

That structure was why Alistair was still so amazed that she had managed to pull off an escape without anyone discovering what she was up to. For weeks now he had suspected that she was hiding something, but he had never imagined that she was plotting to run away.

Deciding to try his luck, Alistair pulled out his phone and dialed Evie’s number. The call went straight to voicemail. Which meant that her phone was either off or the battery had died. Neither was a good sign. Growing increasingly frustrated, he shoved his phone back into his pocket and raked a hand through his hair. There had to be a way to find out where she had gone.

He turned his attention to the dresser drawers, opening them to search for more clues. There wasn’t much help within. Blank stationery, old birthday cards, silk underwear. Alistair felt like an ass rifling through her underwear drawer, so he quickly shut it and heaved out a frustrated sigh.

Though he was so determined to find her that he was ready to tear the whole room apart, Alistair didn’t want to invade her privacy or leave the room in ruins if he could help it.

He cared for her too much to make a deliberate mess of her sanctuary. This was probably where she had plotted her escape. The one room in the manor where she could plan away from prying eyes. Away from his eyes. 

Not only that but her suitor, Nicholas Forbes, the Duke of Rothford, was prone to such violent outbursts that he often smashed and destroyed things in an attempt to intimidate poor Evie. Alistair refused to ruin her property the way her brute of a future fiancé had.

Still, he had to keep up his search. He moved to one of the bedside tables, opening more drawers.

In the top drawer he found a piece of stationery covered in her elegant handwriting. All of the words were crossed off as if she had thought better of writing the letter, but seeing what she had written almost broke him in two.

‘I’m sorry, Alistair. Forgive me for leaving without warning. I never meant to hurt you. Please know that I want you to go live the life you deserve. 

I will never forget you and will miss you always. 

Evelyn’

He held on to the paper for a long moment after reading the words, too stunned to think clearly. She had thought to tell him that she was going to run away and then decided against it. For some reason she hadn’t trusted him with the truth.

How could she not trust him? After how close they had gotten since his return to Smythe Manor?

Their forbidden affair had brought them even closer than they had been as children. They had both grown up here at the manor. She was the daughter of a baron, and stood to inherit the vast wealth that her father had eventually lost in a series of risky investments. He, on the other hand, was nobody. The son of the baron’s chauffeur. Or so Alistair had been led to believe. As it turned out, his true paternity had been hidden from him most of his life.

With regret weighing down on his chest, he decided to shove the letter back into the drawer. Evie hadn’t meant for him to see it. She had kept the secret of her escape from him, the same way he had kept his own truth from her. It would be wrong for him to resent her for doing the exact same thing he had done. 

That didn’t make the pain stop spreading through his veins like a fatal dose of poison, though. Though he had held out hope that he could convince Evie to choose him over Nicholas, he had known that their class differences were insurmountable. As the newly hired butler, Alistair was a servant. Making a relationship with Evie impossible. No baron would accept a lowly servant for his daughter’s suitor.

To make matters worse, Evie was already promised to the Duke of Rothford. She had been on her way to being engaged to one of the most powerful men in England. Love meant nothing to an upper class that still depended on strictly enforced boundaries and arranged marriages to maintain wealth and power.

Yet the attraction between him and Evie had been so powerful that they’d ended up together anyway. Meeting in secret. Stealing kisses in the manor attic. Making love in the hunting lodge in the woods. The bond between them growing stronger with each day.

But that bond hadn’t been strong enough for Evie to trust him with her secret. Hadn’t been strong enough for Alistair to reveal that he, too, was the son of a duke. An illegitimate son, but as the Duke of Marlowe’s only heir Alistair had been willed wealth, property, and a title. Yet none of his inheritance would be enough to remove the stain of being born out of wedlock. The titled aristocracy ruthlessly kept illegitimate children out of its inner circle, no matter how much wealth and status they brought with them. Alistair might now be good enough for some billionaire banker’s daughter, but a baron’s daughter was still out of reach. 

That fact wasn’t going to stop him, though. Now that he was being honest with himself, Alistair knew that he couldn’t live without Evie. Just as he couldn’t stand aside and watch her marry the wrong man, he couldn’t let her run away to live her life alone. He had no idea how they could possibly be together, but he wasn’t going to give up. Wasn’t going to stop fighting for her heart.

Suddenly his eyes fell to the tablet that was on the top of the bedside table. She must have packed very light if she left the device behind. Which meant she probably had nothing more than the shirt on her back. Heart pounding, he reached for it and woke it up. He swiped at the screen until he opened the email app. No matter his distaste over invading her privacy, this was a chance to locate her.

With a quick scroll through her email inbox, he found one marked ‘Geneva apartment’ and opened it. There it was. An address for the apartment Evie had decided to rent.

Hope surged through him with the force of a tidal wave and he took the tablet with him as he strode out of the bedroom. 

As the manor butler he wasn’t supposed to just take time off. Leaving his post in the manor without alerting his employer was grounds for immediate sacking. Plus, he had held on to this job so he could be close to Evie. If he was sacked, his opportunity to be close to her would slip through his fingers. 

Making his way downstairs, Alistair contemplated his next move. Telling his employer that he was heading out of the country might protect his job, but if he informed the baron that his daughter had fled to Switzerland Evie’s life would be ruined. Though Nicholas might decide to stay quiet about what he knew to cover up his affair with Evie’s maid, the truth getting out meant the cruel duke would have to save face. As the abandoned suitor his hand would be forced, and he would likely decide to follow her to Switzerland to exact his revenge on her.

No. Alistair had to protect her from Nicholas at all costs. That was why he couldn’t tell her parents where she had gone, even though they would be heartbroken to find her missing in the morning. The best thing he could do for all of them was to track her down himself. 

Still, it was risky to leave the country without telling anyone where he was going. At that moment, Alistair made a decision and headed towards the manor’s side entrance. Once again, he had only the moon overhead and the outside lights to guide him to the garage. 

When he got to the garage, he grabbed a set of keys off the wall hook and opened the door of the ’60s-era silver car the baron owned. Alistair himself had restored the car in his old life
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