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			Note to Readers from Randy Alcorn

			
				After studying The Treasure Principle, my friend Brian Smith wrote most of the questions in this book. My part was to go over those questions, revise them, cut some, and add others. So…I wrote The Treasure Principle; Brian wrote the first draft of this study guide; then I made additions and changes. Brian did most of the work on this guide, and I want to make sure he gets the credit. Both of us want to thank Doug Gabbert and Jay Echternach of Multnomah Publishers, who saw the need for this study guide. Thanks also to our editor, Jennifer Gott. And thanks above all to our Lord Jesus, who though He was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might become rich.

		

	
		
			Introduction

			
THE JOYOUS PARADOX

			Die to live.

			Mourn to rejoice.

			Impoverish to abound.

			Bow down to be raised up.

			Lose to gain.

			Give to receive.

			These are all part of the same truth: Whatever we give to God, He will return to us many times over, both for His glory and for our good.

			God offers us His greatest gift…Himself. With Him comes a life full of joy and purpose. We were made for a person and a place. Jesus is the person. Heaven is the place.

			But we’re not yet home in heaven. Why the wait? Because God has work for us to do on earth, work for which He empowers us—the work of giving away our lives, including our wealth, for the sake of the needy and for the glory of God.

			This Bible study, a companion to Randy Alcorn’s The Treasure Principle, can help you learn what it means to invest in eternity—to live and give now in a way that will pay off forever.

			ROYAL PILGRIMS

			On your journey through this foreign land called earth, as you make your way toward home, you are not alone. Our Father’s intention is for us to travel with others.

			Your journey through this Bible study will be most profitable, and the changes in your life most lasting, if you walk beside someone else. You can certainly profit from a self-study, but if you’re not planning to join with a partner or group, consider it.

			The Treasure Principle is a powerful little book because it conveys life-changing truths from Scripture that show us God’s way to joy, both here and in eternity. This companion Bible study supplements the book by examining the same truths from a different approach. Here you will slow down and digest, one at a time, the ingredients of Christ’s Treasure Principle. Maybe you’re not yet convinced….Maybe you’re onboard, but you wish to lay the building blocks….Maybe you’re enthusiastic—this study will reinforce and fine-tune your insights.

			WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

			Personal Connection with God

			The Treasure Principle Bible Study guides you to Christ, our central treasure. Only in His presence can you make the changes in thinking and behavior that the Treasure Principle requires. Only in His power and grace can you find the joy of obedience.

			Keep a Bible beside you. You’ll refer to it frequently, unearthing nuggets of truth, discovering God’s heart. He doesn’t promise that our words—or those of any man—won’t return empty, but He does promise that His words won’t return without accomplishing their purpose (Isaiah 55:11).

			Randy’s desire is that readers of all his books, including The Treasure Principle, would be guided by this example: “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true” (Acts 17:11).

			Mutual Support with Other People

			
				This study is designed for personal reflection followed by discussion with a partner or group. Any of the questions in the study can serve as the basis for discussion, but you’ll find in each lesson several questions written specifically for dialogue between you and others. In a group, select some of the personal study questions for discussion, then supplement them with some added discussion questions (“For Further Discussion”)—whichever you determine to be best for your group. The goal is to have is a profitable discussion, not to address every question.

			Integrated Wisdom from The Treasure Principle

			
				Short quotations from The Treasure Principle are sown throughout each lesson, seeds of wisdom that will grow in you as you consider them more deeply. Even a person who’s never read The Treasure Principle could glean its central points through the selections included here. Of course, since this guide closely follows the book, you’ll benefit most by reading the designated portion of The Treasure Principle before doing each lesson.

			Honesty Before God

			
				Lessons also include “Questions for God” that prompt you to honestly approach the Lord with uncertainties, fears, joys, and new discoveries. An open examination of your heart before God, together with a genuine desire for His guidance, will free you to deal with issues you might otherwise suppress. Facing such issues will encourage you to do the right things for the right reasons rather than settling into superficial performance. God is interested not only in the recipients of our giving, but in the work of grace He does in us through our giving.

			God’s Truth in Your Heart

			
				In “For Meditation and Memorization,” you’ll be encouraged to take to heart one short Scripture passage. Meditation is first because as you absorb the meaning and implications of God’s Word, it abides in your heart. We encourage you to write the passage from each lesson on a card and carry it with you during the week. Don’t worry about trying to memorize it immediately. Simply read it several times each day, pray over it, ponder its meaning, and consider its implications for you. When you have done this for several days, you’ll likely find the words embedded in your heart. You may memorize it without even trying.

			WHAT WILL IT TAKE?

			You need not start this study fully convinced or thoroughly committed. Working through this study may be a pilgrimage as you thoughtfully weigh God’s commands, invitations, teachings, and promises. You’ll find yourself challenged to consider choices at the forks in life’s path. So begin your journey with a desire to learn—and to trust God to work within you.

			Determine to set aside the cynicism that life experiences may have cultivated in you. Open your ears again to God’s promises…promises of hope and joy. Set aside the ugly stereotypes of religious hucksters trying to part fools from their money. This study is not about drudgery or legalism. It’s about joy and freedom. This study is not designed to impose guilt, but to open wide doors of opportunity for eternal investment.

			Our miracle-working God does mighty works in those who trust His words. Are you willing to invest some time and effort, with potential returns that are out of this world? Then this study is for you!

		

	
		
			Lesson 1

			WELCOME TO THE PARADIGM OF GRACE AND JOY!

			
				Based on the introduction (pages xv–xvi) and pages 1–5 of chapter 1, “Buried Treasure” in The Treasure Principle, Revised and Updated

			

			You are about to contemplate what may be a very different way of thinking, a new perspective on life and eternity. It’s a paradigm of grace and joy. The evil one is a liar who attempts to hide and distort the truth (John 8:43–44). Please ask your Father now to protect you and guide you into His truth.

			THE PROMISE AND THE PROBLEM

			Few people, even Bible-believing Christians, grasp the incredible joy available through God’s grace. We squander vast resources in our quest for joy, trying to buy happiness. But it never works. And all the while, delight is within our grasp. According to Jesus, we gain joy in ways that are paradoxical and counterintuitive. We gain what will last only by giving up what won’t.

			All your life, you’ve been on a treasure hunt. You’ve been searching for a perfect person and a perfect place. Jesus is that person; heaven is that place. So if you’re a Christian, you’ve already met the person, and you’re already headed to the place.

			But there’s a problem. You’re not yet living with that person, and you’re not yet living in that place!

			1. Take a moment to consider your life dreams. Consider how often many people move from relationship to relationship and home to home. What are they looking for? Can you see the choices people (and you) make in terms of a quest for the perfect person and the perfect place?

			2. How have “reason” and “practicality” tempted you to downplay the joy Christ offers, or to pursue it less passionately?

			Some books try to motivate giving out of guilt. This isn’t one of them. This book is about something else—the joy of giving.

			3. What do you hope to gain from this study?

			THE LIFE-CHANGING DISCOVERY

			4. Read Matthew 13:44, the parable of the hidden treasure. In what ways are you like this fortunate man? In what ways are you different? (All parables should be read in light of their central point, so focus on the man’s consuming joy in finding his treasure, not on the ethical question of whether it would be right not to tell the landowner he found it.)

			5. Randy uses Matthew 13:44 to emphasize the joy that comes from finding and investing in treasure (recognizing that true treasures are eternal, unlike the sort found in the field). Matthew 6:19–21 and 1 Timothy 6:18–19 describe giving as storing up treasures in heaven. 2 Corinthians 8:2 and 9:7 connect giving with joy and cheerfulness. Do you recall some times when you found particular joy in giving?

			From the moment of his discovery, the traveler’s life changes. The treasure captures his imagination, becomes the stuff of his dreams. It’s his reference point, his new center of gravity. The traveler takes every new step with this treasure in mind. He experiences a radical paradigm shift.

			6. Imagine valuing God’s kingdom the way this traveler valued
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