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Introduction
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ENGLISH IS AN INTERNATIONAL language and it is required not only for global citizens, but also to do business around the world. In many countries, proficiency in English is necessary to grow in the career. As communication technologies and the connection between different communities and languages  are improving, the importance of English language has increased. In countries like India, with different beliefs and spoken languages, English is the preferred language of communication between geographical regions. English has been the chosen language to share knowledge around the world.

Tenses in English have been the area of confusion for non-native speakers. Several methods are being employed by various educational institutions and governments to develop English language skills in their students and citizens. Methods include translation from native language to English and vice versa. Some people have tried to use digital technology to create new and innovative methods. Each methodology has its pros and cons. Some of these methods are effective, while others failed to deliver the required value.

We have tried to ease the process of learning tenses in English through this book.

This book discusses all the tenses of English in a unique way to hold the interest of the readers while enhancing their knowledge simultaneously. All the tenses in English are expressed with the story of two friends Tim and Jim, who works in an organization. The story starts with Simple Present Tense and continues through all the English tenses, to finish with Future Perfect Progressive. While covering a specific tense we have tried to deliver that specific part of the story in the same tense. The story uses most of the sentence types and structures for each tense, including affirmative, negative, and interrogative. It is required that the readers focus on the sentences used to express the story, rather than the story itself.

For each part of the story, move in the specified order of the book. For each tense read and reread the portion, till you become comfortable in creating your own sentences. Then move onto the next tense in order and repeat the process. It would be beneficial to revisit the book, whenever you feel the need to revise the tenses.  

The more you read or listen to the story specified in different tenses, the better would be your proficiency in using tenses to express yourself. Remember that your focus is not the story, but the sentences with which the story is expressed. The purpose of the story is to provide a flow to the learning process. 
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Simple Present
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IT STATES PRESENT FACTS. Simple present tense is used when an action is happening right now, or when it happens regularly (or constantly, which is why it is also called as present indefinite).

​
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QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED

Generally, for Simple Present following questions are answered:


Who is he? Where is he? What does he do? How they do it?

Who are they? Where are they? What do they do? What do they eat?

Who is he? Where does he live? What does he do?

Who is he? What does he like? What does he dislike/ hate? Who helps him?

What is it? What does he want? Why does he want?



Action, event or state that happens in the present 

Tim jogs every morning. 

Usual, regular/ repeating action or habits

Tim never drinks cold water.

Tim doesn’t jog every day. 

Paris is in France.

I usually go shopping on weekends. I don’t go to market on weekdays. Do you go to the park every morning?

Conditions (not actions) taking place at this moment.

They don’t have any car.

He feels tired after a full day of work. 

You are dumb.

General existence; stating a fact

Does earth go around the sun? The moon goes around the earth. The Sun doesn’t go round the moon. 

Dramatic narration (events)

Tim rides his bike, he kickstarts it, then he puts it into gear and drives. 

Timetables 

What time does the bus leave? The bus doesn’t leave at eight. The bus leaves at nine.
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EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS

Are they happy?

Is she a nice girl?

Can you swim?

Do you have a dog?

Where are the children?

What is the time?

What can you draw?

How many stickers do you have?

Do the boys play football?

Do you like ice cream?

Do they like coffee?

Does she like hamburgers?

Does Carol play the guitar?

Does an elephant eat nuts?

Where do the boys play?

What do you like?

What do they like for breakfast?

What does she like?

Where does Carol live?

What does an elephant eat?
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Story – Simple Present

TIM IS A SOFTWARE ENGINEER. He lives in Bangalore. He works in a software company, which is one of the biggest organization in the world. His position in the company is “Team Leader”. This is a responsible position in which he leads a team of seven junior software engineers.

Tim loves his job. He always works hard, just like his last six years in the company. The members of Tim’s team have different designations. Coders with two years of experience are called Junior Software Engineer. People with two to four years of experience are known as Software Engineer. After four years of experience, good employees are eligible to lead a team. Tim is a good engineer and can lead a team well, therefore he is a Team Leader. After a couple of years, he can become an Assistant Project Manager. Tim reports to his Project Manager, who has twelve years of working experience.

The Project Manager of Tim likes him for his professionalism and sincerity towards his work. Tim always completes his work on time with his proper planning and management. He keeps a friendly environment within his team and is always ready to solve their problems. His team members respect and praise him for his knowledge and leadership. Tim is their role model. Tim’s team members want to be like him in the future. They are learning new skills and technologies with every new project. Tim helps them and wants to develop a strong and efficient team.

Tim is a punctual man, who doesn’t like people to get late for work. His team knows about it and everyone always reaches office before time. Tim thinks that people who are not punctual, cannot be sincere in their work. 

He says “On rare occasions, if a person gets late that can be excused. But, if it becomes a habit, then strict measures must be taken.” 

Often, his colleagues ask him “What time do you think is right to leave the office, after a full day of work?” 

Tim’s reply is always the same “We should not try to display others our work and efforts, instead, we must put genuine efforts to get results. We need to complete the required tasks with our best endeavors within the allocated time, instead of waiting for the last day to finish. Once the task is complete in the right way, then we can always leave the office for home, even if it is before time.” 

People love his attitude towards work and life. He wants his team and everyone in his office should have a similar way of thinking.

Tim clearly understands the goals, which his company expects him to meet. Tim is also aware of the personal goals of each member of his team. He has worked hard to connect with his team members. He takes them to team parties often, so that they can connect with each other, personally. Tim knows that without the right connection within his team, it would be difficult for him to achieve work performance goals. 

The office of Tim has a modern canteen with all up-to-date facilities and food items, suiting the taste of most of the people. Though the canteen does not serve meals, it is good for snacks and fast food. Tim always brings his lunch from home. Every morning, his mother cooks it for him. She wants Tim to eat fresh food to keep him healthy and active. It is tough for her to wake up early in the morning and prepare breakfast and lunch for her son, but she enjoys it. 

Tim is a troubleshooter who is ready to solve any problem. His basic nature is to help others. His office mates come to him for honest opinions and to get solutions to their problems, both personal and professional. He never claims to be a guru, instead a friend who wants to reduce
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